Revelation 6.1-17 – The First Six Seals
The Noise of Thunder – Come and See!
Who Can Stand in the Day of His Wrath?

[image: Four Horsemen of Revelation ]

Rev. 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.
Rev. 6:2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
Rev. 6:3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.
Rev. 6:4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
Rev. 6:5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.
Rev. 6:6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
Rev. 6:7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.
Rev. 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
Rev. 6.9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.
Rev. 6.10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
Rev. 6.11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
Rev. 6.12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
Rev. 6.13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
Rev. 6.14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.
Rev. 6.15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
Rev. 6.16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.
Rev. 6.17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Seal 1 – white horse: religious deception
Seal 2 – red horse: peace taken from the earth; war and bloodshed
Seal 3 – black horse: extreme famine
Seal 4 – pale horse (color = chloros the yellowish green of decay, the pallor of death. It is the pale ashen color that images a face bleached because of terror. It recalls a corpse in the advanced state of corruption.): Death and Hades
Seal 5 – Believers slain for the Word and their testimony which they held, wearing the white robes given them, continuing to believe the holy and true Lord to judge and avenge their blood of them the dwell on the earth, and still waiting upon the Lord.
Seal 6 –  A great earthquake and the sun became black and the moon as blood, and the stars of heaven fell, as a fig tree casts figs when shaken by the and the heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island are moved out of their places, and even the most mighty men hope that the mountains and rocks fall on them and hide them from Him that sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb... For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

I.  The LAMB of God opens the seal with the noise of thunder [see below: thunder is signaling the adversaries of the Lord being broken to pieces, the Lord stepping in in judgment, that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great which ye have done in the sight of the Lord,,.. the thunder demonstrating HIS power, HIS voice, that lightens the world, HIS answer in the secret place of thunder, from Whose voice they haste away, the Lord visiting the earth, accompanied by storm, tempest and the flame of devouring fire] and one of the four beasts says: Come and see! a white horse with an unnamed rider with a bow [shooting fiery darts] and a crown [which was given to him], and he went forth conquering and to conquer.

1 And I sawa when the Lamb opened one of the seals,b and I heard, as it were the noise of thunderc, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.d 
2And I sawa, and beholde a white horsef: and he that sat on him had a bowg; and a crown was given unto himh: and he went forth conquering,i and to conquer.j


a “And I saw” – is a very important linking phrase used thirty-three times throughout the book of Revelation. Here it is obviously introducing a new segment in a continuing vision. (Maybe another definition of what all the eyes on the celestial beings around the throne of God in Rev 4 with eyes everywhere means!)  The Lamb receives the scroll in chapter five and breaks the first seal in chapter six.  There is no indication of a time lapse between these two chapters.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Sola Scriptura, Supra.] 


b The Lamb, King Jesus, opens the seals (6:1). All that unfolds is under His command. These seals represent the war, famine death and martyrdom of the saints that originate in human decisions and in the evil hearts of man. They demonstrate the end of all flesh and the self-destructive character of sin. This is man’s rule taking its course and coming to the end of itself. The Antichrist is under the permissive hand of the Lord. The seals are God’s promise of eternal protection during the rule and wrath of man, a wrath of the Antichrist empowered by Satan (Rev 13). Psalm 76.10: Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee. The Lord is in control and it is emphasized in the strongest way. He restricts the impact of the first four seals to ¼ of the earth (Rev 6.8 And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth). This is NOT the Day of the Lord where the Lord alone will be exalted (Is 2), which starts at the opening of the 7th seal and will  a cosmic disturbance of great magnitude. This is the beginning of sorrows (Matt 24.8) and the end is not yet. 
Matthew 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Some information referred to from https://www.bibleoutlines.com/revelation-61-8-the-breaking-of-the-first-four-seals-and-the-four-horsemen/] 


Each of the first four seals is spoken of by one of the living creatures (see bold print above in Rev 6.1-7), but in Rev 6.9-10 (see bold print above) the martyrs introduce the seal, making the first four seals a type of set. These four seals all invite the hearer to Come and see. The only other place in Revelation where we hear the invitation Come is in Rev 22.17: And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Without this final invitation, these first four would be depressing. But God’s judgments, as necessary as they are to vindicate His holiness are not the last word. The final invitation, open to any who wish to receive, is not to judgment but to life.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Supra.] 


c 1 Sam. 2.10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.
1 Sam. 7.10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel.
1 Sam. 12.17 Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.
1 Sam. 12.18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.
Job 26.14 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?
Job 40.9 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?
Psa. 77.18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven. the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.
Psa. 81.7 Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee; I answered thee in the secret place of thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah.
Psa. 104.7 At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.
Is. 29.6 Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.

d The command to the first rider is simple and direct: “Come!” “Events will now take place because of God’s sovereign direction in heaven.”[endnoteRef:4] The riders come because God sends them.[endnoteRef:5]   [4:  (Be Victorious, 62), Supra. ]  [5: Warren Wiersbe,  Daniel Akin, Supra.] 


e John says he looked, and then he adds the word “behold” to indicate the startling character of the vision. 

f The color white may be taken from Zechariah 1.8 and 6.3 without special significance, or it can represent a satanic parody of the true king or his more general attempt to deceive Christians, just as the beast later “conquers” both the two witnesses (11.7) and the saints (13.7).  A more likely possibility than these is the association of white horses with victory celebrations or military dominance: the warrior rides on a white horse in recognition of his overpowering conquest.

The rider on the white horse (6.1-2) most likely represents bloodless conquest —false peace and security. Notice that he carried a bow without arrows. The type of crown on his head is the stephanos [4735] —not a crown of regal authority but a victor’s crown.[70] The Tribulation period [Ed: 70th week of Daniel is better nomenclature] will begin with a deceptive peace accompanied by a counterfeit spirituality and false religion (John 10.4-5 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.) Paul describes this same general condition in 1 Thessalonians 5.3: “While they are saying, ‘Peace and safety!’ then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.” The coming of false religion is seen also in Christ’s own description of the end times in Matthew 24.4-5: 4And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

Without any doubt, the white horse and its rider stand for conquest in war. When a Roman general celebrated a triumph, that is, when he paraded through the streets of Rome with his armies and his captives and his booty after some great victory, his chariot was drawn by white horses, the symbol of victory.

The better view is that this is the spirit of deception and conquest that will be embodied in the counterfeit Christ, the antichrist (2 Thess 2.3-4 3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?). This deceptive, conquering rider keeps company with war, famine, and death—the next three riders. This rider fulfills the warning of Jesus in Matthew 24.4-5 where He tells us to be on guard against deception and false christs. Beale provides helpful commentary: The first rider represents a satanic force attempting to defeat and oppress believers spiritually through deception, persecution, or both (so Rev 11.7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them; Rev 13.7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.).[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Buist Fanning, Charles Swindoll, William Barclay, Daniel Atkin, Supra.] 


g The bow is used figuratively in Scripture as a symbol of war. We would expect the Antichrist to resemble Christ, because the Antichrist is Satan’s great imitation! Even the Jews (who ought to know the Scriptures) will be deceived by him (John 5.43 I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.; 2 Thess. 2.1–12[endnoteRef:7]). This great deceiver will come as a peaceful leader, holding a bow but no arrows! (Our Lord’s weapon is a sword; Rev. 19.15 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.) The Antichrist will solve the world’s problems and be received as the Great Liberator.  [7:  2Thessalonians 2:1   Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.] 

[Alternative View:] It is probably best, however, to see the first rider as neither Christ nor the Antichrist, but as the calamitous woe of military conquest. The bow was a weapon of violent warfare and was the preferred weapon of Rome’s chief menace, the Parthians. “The bow . . . is a symbol of violence, the crown he is given signifies despotic rule, and the white color of his horse betokens conquest, while his going forth conquering and to conquer expresses his lust for power and world domination.”

Understood this way, the first seal unleashed warlords into history—warlords who are granted authority to achieve conquest on the earth. The Roman emperors claimed a Pax Romana in which peace had been secured by the Roman sword. Yet the Parthians who defeated their legions in A.D. 62 showed the frailty of this claim. Throughout history Christ has sovereignly unleashed men such as Attila, Genghis Khan, Napoleon, and Hitler to overthrow human claims to peace on earth while mankind was all the while at war with God. “Roman peace promised prosperity, but the reality was different. Conquest, bloodshed, famine, and death have stalked the human race throughout the church age.”[endnoteRef:8] [8: Sola Scripture, Warren Wiersbe, Richard Phillips, Philip Hughes, Vern Poythress, Supra.] 


Eph 6.16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. The fiery darts of the devil can only be quenched by the shield of faith. The bow and arrows of the devil symbolize the lies and false doctrines which the devil uses to tempt people and lead them to sin.

Psa. 11.2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart.
Psa. 58.1-7 Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? 2Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth. 3The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 4Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 5Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. 6Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD. 7Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.
Psa. 64.2-4 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity: 3Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words: 4That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not.
Psa. 91.5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
Jer. 9.3 And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD.
Jer. 9.8 Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait.
Jer. 49.35 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might. 

The spirit of the antichrist is already active in the world and many false doctrines have entered the church which has caused believers to habitually live in sin. This was already happening in Biblical times, and that is why we are constantly warned of false teachers and prophets who come with enticing words as an angel of light to the church presenting false doctrines (Matt 24.11-24; Mark 13.22; 2 Cor 11.12-15; Gal 2.4; 2 Tim 3-4; 2 Peter 2.1; 1 John 2.18-27; Rev 2.14-16; Rev 20-25[endnoteRef:9]).  [9:  Matthew 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.
2Corinthians 11:12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
Galatians 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
2Timothy 3:1   This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.
2Timothy 3:10   But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
2Timothy 4:1   I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
2Timothy 4:9   Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: 10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry. 12 And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. 13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: 15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.
2Timothy 4:16   At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord 

shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 19 Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick. 21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren. 22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 
The second epistle unto Timotheus, ordained the first bishop of the church of the Ephesians, was written from Rome, when Paul was brought before Nero the second time.
2Peter 2:1   But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
1John 2:18   Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
1John 2:20   But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.
Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
Revelation 20:1   And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

Revelation 20:11   And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 21:1   And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
Revelation 21:9   And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. 10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 22:1   And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 

bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.
Revelation 22:6   And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8 And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
Revelation 22:20   He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  ] 


Sadly, the majority of the church is not seeking holiness, set apart for God and His service to exalt and glorify Him. The spirit of the world has entered and lifted up and exalted man and not the Lord. The church no longer seeks to be a spotless bride without spot or wrinkle. The things the Bible warned us constantly of have come to pass. The devil, the great counterfeiter, has prepared the church for the coming of the antichrist so that the church will also receive him. The antichrist will receive the crown of the devil and go around with a bow [lies and false doctrines contradicting the Word of God) and mislead many by performing great signs and wonders (Dan 8.24-25, 2 Thess 2.8-12, Rev 13]. The antichrist will be received because he will be seen as the deliverer, sent by their god. He will arise, according to the Bible, from the people and be given power to reign in a time of deep darkness, in which sin reigns, many natural disasters are occurring and the world is in chaos. At that time, the world’s future from an economic viewpoint will not be hopeful. When there is almost no hope for recovery, this man shall arise and come with the answers and solutions and be given much power. The people will believe him to be the deliverer, the one to deliver them from the present dire situation. There shall be one world order, one world religion/philosophy and everything will look hopeful, even the antichrist who appears godly but in reality shall mislead many by his lies and bind them to the devil and his kingdom of darkness, eventually destroying the lives of the people who trusted in him.

Everyone shall bow before the antichrist and worship him, taking his mark, except those who love God above all, stay faithful to His Word and will not bow their knee to anyone except the true Jesus Christ, the Messiah and King.  Only those who know the Word of God and have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and through Him with the Father and walk after and hear the voice of the Spirit of God shall recognize the antichrist and not consider him a deliverer but the antichrist: the adversary of God.  

Out of the reign of the antichrist, coming on a white horse as deliverer with a bow (false doctrines, which contradict the Word of God), to whom has been given a crown (power) by the devil and walks in great power doing signs and wonders, six major events (six seals) will come: war (second seal), famine (third seal), death (pestilence) and animals (fourth seal), persecution of the sons of God, the saints who stay loyal to the Word (fifth seal), the wrath of God (which will be shown in natural disasters (sixth seal) and then silence in heaven (seventh seal). 

hBoth riders wear crowns. But the crowns are different. The horseman of Revelation 6 wears a single στέφανος G4735, the wreath of laurel awarded to the victor in an athletic contest, or as an award for military valor, but the rider in Revelation 19 wears many διαδήματα G1238, royal crowns. In chapter 6 we meet a foe with great military power but no true title to reign; in chapter 19, we are presented with the king of all earthly kings and lord of all earthly lords (17.14; 19.16).
Notice that the crown “was given unto him,” a verb that often describes the permission that God gives the wicked. We see it again in the second horseman (6.4), the summary in 6.8, and other forces of evil (7.2; 9.3, 5; 13.5, 7, 15; 16.6). John wants us to understand that whatever evil comes upon the earth, it is completely under God’s control, and subject to his permission.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Van Parunak, Supra.] 


i 3528. νικάω nikao, nik-ah´-o; from 3529; to subdue (literally or figuratively): — conquer, overcome, prevail, get the victory.
3529. νίκη nike, nee´-kay; apparently a primary word; conquest (abstractly), i.e. (figuratively) the means of success: — victory.
Luke 11.22 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.
John 16.33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Rom. 3.4 God forbid. yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.
Rom. 12.21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
1 John 2.13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.
1 John 2.14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.
1John 4.4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
1 John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
1 John 5.5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Rev. 2.7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Rev. 2.11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
Rev. 2.17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
Rev. 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:
Rev. 3.5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
Rev. 3.12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
Rev. 3.21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
Rev. 5.5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
Rev. 6.2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
Rev. 11.7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.
Rev. 12.11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Rev. 13.7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
Rev. 15.2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.
Rev. 17.14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
Rev. 21.7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

j ...a white horse on which he that sat on it is carrying a bow, has been given a crown, and his purpose is to conquer. . . In the Bible, the color white often represents righteousness (Revelation 3.5; Isaiah 1.18). Jesus is pictured as returning on a white horse in Revelation 19.11. Because of this, some have mistakenly concluded that the rider of the white horse is Jesus Himself.[endnoteRef:11] But the rider of the white horse is none other than the “prince who is to come” of Daniel 9.26, who is to head up the revived Roman Empire and ultimately become the world ruler. This rider looks like Christ coming on a white horse—but is an impostor. Jesus reveals the meaning of the first four seals when we compare them with His words in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21). By doing this, we see that the red, black and pale horses represent “wars and rumors of wars,” “famines” and “pestilences” (Matthew 24.6-7). [11:  One of the earliest people to associate Christ with the white horse was Irenaeus, a church writer of the second century.] 


So, it stands to reason that Jesus identified the white horse as well! Preceding His explanation of the red horse, Jesus said: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many” (Matthew 24.4-5).

The white horse is religious deception. This rider looks like Christ coming on a white horse—but is an impostor. Each of the symbols connected to the white horse has meaning to show us that.

· The rider of the horse is the Antichrist, or some other evil ruler. He is Satan’s masterpiece and the counterfeit of all that Christ is or claims to be. He is cast in the role of a conqueror, which seems to be the significance of the white horse. In biblical times, it was customary for a conqueror to ride in triumph on a white horse.[endnoteRef:12] The superficial similarity reflects the counterfeit nature of the spirit of antichrist, seeking to take the place of Christ, but [many] details remind us that these are after all distinct. To understand what the white horse represents, we must allow the Bible to interpret itself.  The white horse will ride with great intensity in the end time, but the trend of false religion has been impacting our world for thousands of years. The four horsemen become visible as Jesus is opening the seals of a prophetic scroll (Revelation 5:5-9). [12:  John Walvoord, Supra.] 

· This rider carries a bow (v.2), while Christ carries a sword (Rev. 19:15). Jesus’ weapon will be a sword that proceeds “out of His mouth” (Revelation 19.11)—the Word of God (Revelation 19.13). A bow, on the other hand, provided a soldier the ability to kill with skill and accuracy from a long distance and, sometimes, with secrecy. The Bible describes Satan as shooting “fiery darts” (or arrows) at us (Ephesians 6.16).   The bow is the weapon of Gog in Ezek 38-39, who is an archetype of the Antichrist:
Eze 39.3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand.
· The archangel commands this figure to “Come” (v.1). This hardly fits with the notion that the figure is Christ, who is greater than angels (Heb. 1:4). Angels wouldn’t boss Christ around.
· John says that “a crown was given to him” (v.2). This implies that he doesn’t have the authority in and of himself. Instead, God gave him this authority. This conception of delegated authority fits with the second angel in verse 4 (“it was granted to take peace from the earth… and a great sword was given to him…”), and the fourth angel of verse 8 (“Authority was given to them…”). This also fits with chapter 13, where God allows the beast to make war with the saints and “overcome” (Greek nikao) them (Rev. 13:7). This is the same Greek word used in verse 2 to refer to the rider “conquering” (Greek nikao). Satan is the “god of this age.” He blinds people and prevents them from believing in the gospel (tree of the knowledge of good and evil). He, and the false religions of this world, have temporary dominion. (When Jesus returns, that dominion and influence will be removed.)
· He goes out “conquering, and to conquer.” Satan is described as conquering the world through deception (Ezekiel 5.12). He makes himself appear as an “angel of light” and has ministers who appear as “ministers of righteousness” (7.15). Those who claim that Jesus is the rider say that Jesus is “conquering the world” with the gospel. But that is not the case, as most people in today’s world don’t understand the true Jesus Christ or the gospel He taught. It is Satan who has conquered the world through deception (6.11-12; 12.16).
· The context of the passage deals with other riders, who are clearly not Christ or even godly angels.
· The symbolism of the white horse is not significant in referring to Christ. In ancient times, a conquering king would ride on a white horse. “In biblical times it was customary for a conqueror to ride in triumph on a white horse.” 

Application Questions:

	1.  Do I rest in the assurance that the Lamb of God is in total control of the time that the seals are opened, and that He demonstrates His power and voice through them?

	2.  Do I heed the invitation of the creatures around the throne inviting me to Come and SEE? Do I have eyes to see? How do I see what is going on in the heavenlies without being totally distracted and overwhelmed by what is going on around me in the earth?

	3.  Do I know the voice of Jesus, my Good Shepherd, so that a stranger’s voice I will not follow?  [John 10.5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.]

	4.  Do I know all power allowed to the enemy of our souls, the accuser, the destroyer, is given by Jesus and controlled by Him?

	5.  Am I hidden in the cleft of the Rock? [Psalm 27.5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.]

II.  When the Lamb opened the second seal, the second beast said Come and see! ...and a red horse with power given to him that sat on it there was given a great sword to take peace from the earth and that they should kill one another.

Rev. 6.3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.
Rev. 6.4 And there went out another horse that was redk: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one anotherl: and there was given unto him a great swordm.

k Little disagreement exists over the general nature of the second seal. It brings war, internal strife, and international and civil strife to the world.

The function of the second horse and its rider is to take peace from the earth. They stand for that destructive strife which sets individual against individual and nation against nation in a chaos of tragic destruction. . .  The vision of the end was a vision of a time when all human relationships would be destroyed, and the world would become a seething cauldron of embittered hate.
The red horse of war inevitably follows the white horse of conquest. . .  The color of the second horse is “fiery red” and rightly depicts his mission of bloodshed and slaughter. But while he takes peace from the earth, the people slaughter one another. The idea seems to convey civil strife within and between peoples and nations. Assassination and civil unrest, riots in the streets, and rebellion against authority will run rampant. No one will be safe. One will live in constant fear of life not knowing whom to trust. Jesus said in Matthew 24.10, “Many will take offense, betray one another, and hate one another.” No one will be excluded. This rider takes peace from the earth. Anarchy and worldwide bloodshed are signatures of the last days.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Robert Thomas, Charles Swete, Walvoor Beckwith, William Barclay, Danial Akin, Mounce, Supra.] 


l “...power was given to him” – another indication that God is allowing and controlling these events.
With the sword, the lust for conquest in the first seal turns to civil war.  First, God allows the rider to “take peace from the earth.” [Does this go along with 2 Thess. 2.6–7, the removal of the “restraining” force that holds back “the man of lawlessness?” This interpretation could be viable if one sees Rev. 6.4 as describing the final period of history.]
So before the terrors of the Tribulation break loose and lead to the battle of Armageddon there will come a period of world peace. But it will be a deceptive peace, as the world is lulled into a false sense of security followed by war, famine, and death. The world’s desperate desire for international peace will serve as the bait for the satanic trap. That longing for security and safety will play into the hands of Antichrist, Satan’s ruler, who will convince the world that he can provide them. He will particularly deceive Israel, whose people have for so long desired peace, and he “will make a firm covenant with the many [Israel] for one week” (Dan. 9.27). Antichrist’s peace pact and protection of Israel will not last, however: “in the middle of the week [the Seventieth Week of Daniel’s prophecy; the Tribulation] he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate” (Dan. 9.27). The false peace that Antichrist brings will come to an abrupt halt at the midpoint of the Tribulation when he desecrates the temple in Jerusalem, betrays the Jewish people, and launches deadly attacks on them (cf. Matt. 24.4–10). There can and will be no peace until the Prince of Peace sets up His earthly kingdom (20.1–6).
The second horseman seeks to take peace from the earth by stirring up strife and warfare among the world’s nations. This includes persecution of believers, as the allusion is to Jesus’ warning to His disciples that His coming would bring not peace but a sword to the world (Matt. 10.34). The point of the Matthew text is that Jesus’ followers should not be discouraged from confessing His name to the world when persecution comes, since such persecution is part of God’s sovereign will. Their faithfulness amidst oppression may result in loss of their physical lives, but it will also result in the salvation of their spiritual lives (so Matt. 10.28-39). The gospel itself produces peace, but the attack of Satan upon its progress leads to war. The phrase that men should slay one another points to the persecution of believers, for the word slay is used otherwise in Revelation only to refer to the deaths of Christ and His followers (5.6, 9, 12; 6.9; 13.8; 18.24). The same connection between the woes of international strife and persecution is drawn in the Gospels, where such strife is interpreted as a woe on unbelievers and testing for Jesus’ followers (Mark 13.7-19; Matt. 24.6-21; Luke 21.9-19).[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Sola Scripture, Grant Osborne, John MacArthur, G. K. Beale, Supra.] 


mThe sword is better seen as a symbol for a specific period of dreadful bloodshed.  Because it has not yet occurred on the scale that it will someday, the relegation of it to “the beginning of birth-pains” in the future is necessary.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Robert Thomas, Supra.] 


Application Questions:

	1.  The Lamb of God, Who took away the sins of the world, opens the second seal. When the world begins to fail those that have trusted in it, do I see the Lamb of God, the One Who has taken away my sins, as the One in total control of revealing the source and power of the evil one?

	2.  Do I trust the Lamb of God as He gives power to the rider of the red horse and a sword to take all peace from this earth?

	3.  Do I ...fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (Matt 10.28) as people kill one another?

	4.  As I am told repeatedly to Come and see, what do I see? 

III.  When the Lamb opened the third seal, the third beast said Come and see! ...and a black horse and he that sat on it had a pair of balances in his hand, and a voice in the middle of the four beasts said a measure of wheat and three measures of barley for a penny and see you hurt not the oil and wine. 

Rev. 6.5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his handn.
Rev. 6.6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.o

n “...a pair of scales” – represents the dire situation some will face on the earth.  A balance scale would be used for weighing bread only in a severe famine.  Leviticus 26.26 and Ezekiel 4.16-17 both indicate that weighed bread is a condition of severe famine.

o God’s pronouncements reveal how devastating the famine conditions will be. A quart of wheat is barely enough to sustain one person for one day, while a denarius represents one day’s wages for an average worker. People’s labor will barely provide enough food for themselves and not enough to feed their families. Those with families will be able to purchase three quarts of barley for a denarius. That will provide food for their families, but barley was low in nutritional value and commonly fed to livestock. Thus, a person’s wages will barely feed three people with low quality food. Both of those scenarios represent starvation wages, and signify severe famine conditions.

In light of those extreme conditions, God cautions people not to damage (waste) the oil and the wine. Although “do not harm the olive oil and the wine” is less clear as to its meaning, I see it could mean this:
The oil and the wine were symbols of those souls in Christ. The parallel is in Rev. 9:4.
"And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads." (KJV)

As opposed to those men that did not have the seal of God in their foreheads, the first part of this couplet compared the men / people who were the sealed of God - those in Christ - the green grass of the earth, (1 Peter 1.24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:...) and the green trees (Psa. 1.3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Psa. 92.12-15 The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 13Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. 14They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; 15To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. Matt. 7:17-18 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.. They were commanded not to hurt those covered by Christ's blood through their immersion into His sacrifice.)

Do not hurt the oil and the wine is the same as do not hurt the green grass of the earth - do not hurt the sealed of God.[endnoteRef:16] [16:  https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/40494/in-revelation-66-what-is-meant-by-do-not-damage-the-oil-and-the-wine  
As all of Revelation is filled with huge symbolism and metaphors, I think we should look for deeper meaning than those presented in the various commentaries I have reviewed on this verse. Even Clarke's commentary is superficial here. Just pointing out that the prices mentioned for the measures of wheat and barley indicated dire shortages and famine does not play into the reason for not hurting the oil and the wine.


The oil and the wine were key elements of the sheaf / wave offering on the first day following the 7th sabbath after Pesach and Unleavened Bread. The fiftieth day (Pentecost) was memorialized as the type and foreshadow of Christ's pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon the people and the beginning / birth of His church.
Lev. 23:11-13 - establishing the feast of Passover (Pesach),
"11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.
12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the Lord.
13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the Lord for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin." (KJV)
Then again, the 50th day after the first sabbath for Shavuot / Pentecost,
"15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:
16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord.
17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals; they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the Lord.
18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the Lord, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the Lord." (Lev. 23: 15-18, KJV)
The bread, the oil, and the wine poured out upon the altar were the emblems of the Lord's sacrifice - the lamb slain, the annointing oil of His priesthood, and the blood spilled. From the article "The Wave Sheaf Offering" by Jerold Aust, 1996 (1) -
"As the wave-sheaf offering represented Jesus Christ, so did these loaves represent God’s spiritual firstfruits, those who are called and faithfully obey God in this life (Romans 8:24; James 1:18). As the wave-sheaf offering was the necessary forerunner of the Pentecost offering, so was Jesus Christ the necessary forerunner of God’s people, who are His spiritual firstfruits."
And, further,
" He was also represented by fine flour (Leviticus 23:17), symbolic of the beating, scourging and suffering through which He was perfected (Hebrews 5:8-9). This fine flour was to be mixed with oil (Leviticus 23:13), representing Christ’s being filled with the Holy Spirit.
The lamb was to be a burnt offering, totally consumed by fire (Leviticus 23:12). In the same way, Jesus Christ was tested and tried in the crucible of life’s trials and problems and then He surrendered Himself totally and completely as a sacrificial offering on our behalf (Hebrews 10:12). His supreme sacrifice was as a sweet aroma (Ephesians 5:2; Leviticus 23:13) to God because Jesus had given Himself voluntarily and unconditionally for sinful mankind.
The accompanying drink offering of wine (Leviticus 23:13) was symbolic of Christ’s pouring out His blood to pay the penalty for our sins (Matthew 26:27-28; 1 John 1:7)."
The representation of the dearness / cost of the grains - the bread of life, and the oil and the wine all together speak to the sacrifice that Christ made. Therefor, the instruction from the midst of the throne - the center of the four living creatures - was from God, and not to hurt the annointed covered by the blood of Christ was meant not to hurt His saints, His children who were anointed / immersed in His sacrifice.




The oil and the wine were symbols of those souls in Christ. The parallel is in Rev. 9:4.
"And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads." (KJV)
As opposed to those men that did not have the seal of God in their foreheads, the first part of this couplet compared the men / people who were the sealed of God - those in Christ - the green grass of the earth, and the green trees. They were commanded not to hurt those covered by Christ's blood through their immersion into His sacrifice.
Do not hurt the oil and the wine is the same as do not hurt the green grass of the earth - do not hurt the sealed of God. ] 


The phrase sets a limit on the deprivation caused by the horse of famine. Do not hurt the virgins with the oil of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 25.1-), and the ones not drunk with wine but filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph 5.18).  So, there are limits, at least for now. However, once the trumpet and bowl judgments are finished, nothing will be left. Nothing.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  John MacArthur, Daniel Akin, Supra.] 


Luke 21:10-19 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. 12But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake. 13And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 14Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: 15For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 16And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. 17And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. 18But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 19In your patience possess ye your souls.
Application Questions:

	1.  The Lamb of God, Who took away the sins of the world, opens the third seal. When the world begins to fail those that have trusted in it, [Hab 3.17-18] Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation... WILL I?  Do I see the Lamb of God, the One Who has taken away my sins, as the One in total control of revealing the source and power of the evil one as famine hits the earth?

	2.  Do I trust the Lamb of God as He gives power to the rider of the black horse and power to take food from this earth?

	3.  Do I ...fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (Matt 10.28)?

	4.  As I am told repeatedly to Come and see, what do I see? 

	5.  Do I, like Elijah, trust God to feed me, realizing there are limits set for these seals by the Almighty Himself (see you hurt not the oil and wine)?

	6.  How am I one that is filled to overflowing with the oil of the Holy Spirit?

	7.  How am I one that is filled to overflowing with the infilling of the Holy Spirit? 

IV.  When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, the fourth beast said Come and see! ...and a pale horse and he that sat on it was Death, and Hell followed with him, and power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

Rev. 6.7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.
Rev. 6.8 And I looked, and behold a pale horsep: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with himq. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.r

p The Greek word for the horse’s color is chlōros—from which we derive our English word chlorine. Chlōros usually denotes a pale green color and is used elsewhere in Revelation to describe the color of grass and vegetation (8.7; 9.4) In Revelation 6.8, it pictures a decomposing corpse. Robert Thomas describes the grotesque color of the fourth horse as “the yellowish green of decay, the pallor of death. It is the pale ashen color that images a face bleached because of terror. It recalls a corpse in the advanced state of corruption.”

The world is fatally flawed. The pale horse of death with the grim reaper riding saddle is just around the corner with nothing less than a global agenda.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  John MacArthur, Daniel Akin, Supra.] 


q Death and Hades = is referred to here as a person.  This is called “personification” and is a figure of speech.  This occurs four times in the Revelation (1.18; 6.8; 20.13, 20.14):
Rev. 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.
Rev. 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
Rev. 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
Rev. 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

The term death is always followed by the term Hades.  Since Hades is a result of death (there would be no Hades if there was no death); death is primary.

John saw two personages: Death riding a pale horse and hades (the realm of the dead) following him. Christ has the keys of death and hades (Rev. 1.18), and both will one day be cast into hell (Rev. 20.14). Death claims the body while hades claims the soul of the dead (Rev. 20.13). John saw these enemies going forth to claim their prey, armed with weapons of the sword, hunger, pestilence (death), and wild beasts. In ancient times, hunger, pestilence, and the ravages of beasts would be expected to accompany war.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Warren Wiersbe, Supra.] 


“And authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.”

There is no grounds for the translation wild beast in Revelation 6.8.  Since beast (antichrist) (Rev 13.7), the false prophet (Rev 13.15), and the image of the beast (Rev 13.15) all have power to put to death; and since both the beast (Rev. 13.1) and the false prophet (Rev 13.11) are of the earth, they are better referents for “beasts” in Revelation 6.8.

Another view is that this term is a reference to brutal military and political leaders of the end times. This view is based on the fact that the same phrase “wild beasts,” which in the Greek is thēriōn, is used thirty-eight times in Revelation, and every other time refers to the coming Antichrist or his henchman, the false prophet.

A third view is that this is a reference to pandemic plagues such as swine flu, bird flu, AIDS, Ebola, etc. that come from animals.

Whatever the final fulfillment, this will add to the misery of earth’s darkest hour.
It may be that this fourfold plague represents an intensification of that which is represented by the first three seals. Death by wild beasts would be expected in a land decimated by war and famine.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  Sola Scripture, Warren Wiersbe, Robert Mounce, Supra.] 

r Pattern of Zechariah 6: The image of the four horses reflects the four chariots whom the Lord sends forth in Zech 6.1-8 drawn by horses of the same colors as here to patrol the earth.

Here is a paradox. The four horsemen in Rev 6 clearly reflect wickedness and bring widespread human disaster, yet the background in Zechariah suggests they are sent forth by the Lord, from His presence (Zech 6.5). We should remember that evil spirits as well as holy angels are subject to the God of heaven, as the account in 1 Kings 22 and the account of Pharaoh show. Throughout the judgments and disasters of the Revelation, we must hold fast to this insight: The Lord is in control, and bends evil as well as good to His purposes.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  Supra.] 


These three (the red, black and pale green horses) are mentioned together as the “sword,” “famine” and “pestilence.” Other places in the Bible show that these three elements of suffering often occur together:
Jer. 15.2 And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity.
Jer. 24.10 And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.
Ezek. 14.21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?
· King Jehoshaphat pleaded with God to deliver Judah from “sword, judgment, pestilence, or famine.”
2Chr. 20.9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.
· Through the prophet Jeremiah, God warned that Judah would be punished “by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.” 
Jer. 14.12-18 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them. but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence. 13Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place. 14Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name. I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them. they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 15Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. 16And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters. for I will pour their wickedness upon them. 17Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. 18If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land that they know not.
· The prophet Ezekiel prophesied that two-thirds of end-time Israelites will die by “pestilence, famine, wild beasts and the sword” (Ezekiel 5.12).

The Four Judgments: The judgments of the four horsemen reflect another OT image, summarized:

Rev 6.8b And power was given unto them him over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
Eze 14:21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence [#1698 deber, in the sense of destroying: murrain, plague]], to cut off from it man and beast?

Ezekiel’s judgments in turn are a synopsis of the categories of blessing for obedience and punishment for apostasy in Leviticus 26 (chart below). These are a repeated theme throughout the OT, and they will be helpful to us in understanding the judgments throughout the Revelation. In addition to the summary in 6.8, some of them are reflected in specific seals.
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The consistency of this theme puts a positive spin on the first four seals. These are not the capricious acts of a heartless God toying with his helpless creatures, but responses to the persistent disobedience of the human race, vindicating his holiness and his justice. As we will see in the sixth seal, they are a final call to sinners to repent:
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* * * * * * * * * *
[Ed: It must be noted that it is possible for these OT prophecies to use similar language to describe events that are not the same.  In any event, it must be admitted that these events described by the seals in Rev. 6 are initiated by the Antichrist, reflecting the perversity of man and are not a part of the pouring out of the wrath of God in the final Day of the Lord.  Yet in another sense they do serve as judgments allowed by the permissive will of the sovereign Lord...][endnoteRef:22] [22:  Supra.] 


The first four seals center on the depravity of mankind. As the commentary will show, the progression of the four seals is from lust to conquest (the first seal) to civil war (the second seal) to famine (the third seal) to pestilence and death (the fourth seal). This is the natural progression of man’s inhumanity to man. In other words, God simply allows human sin to come full circle, turn in upon itself, and self-destruct. . .  In this sense God is not so much pouring down judgment on the earth-dwellers as allowing their depravity to come full circle[endnoteRef:23]. This is a common theme in this book, as sin turns upon itself and self-destructs.[endnoteRef:24] [23:  O’Donovan 1986: 71–73]  [24: Grant Osborne, O’Donovan, Supra. ] 


The happenings enumerated follow the pattern of Jesus’ Olivet discourse (cf. Matthew 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21), sometimes called the “Little Apocalypse,” which He delivered on the Tuesday before His crucifixion. The similarities are so close that some venture to call that discourse the main source of the seal judgments.[endnoteRef:25] Throughout apocalyptic literature, the sword, famine, pestilence, and earthquake recounted here as well as in the Olivet discourse, related to the last days.[endnoteRef:26]. In Jewish and Babylonian literature, also, such an expectation of civil strife as these seals include was one of the precursors of the personal return of the Deliverer.[endnoteRef:27] In His teaching Jesus divided the time into two periods, the beginning of birth pangs (Matt. 24.8) and the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24.21). The former part closely parallels the first four seals in particular. So an important key in fixing the time period of the seals in this message was given by Christ some sixty-five years earlier when He taught about the future time of trial on earth. [25:  (Charles; Beasley-Murray), Supra.]  [26:  Beckwith, Supra.]  [27:  Charles, Supra.] 


The breaking of the first four seals forms a group. If the number four in Revelation often represents the world, then it is right to see these as worldwide, history-wide scourges. The four horsemen have thundered down through history and all around the globe. They will continue to wield authority only as long as Christ, who holds the key, permits.[endnoteRef:28] [28:  Kendell Easley, Supra.] 


In Matthew 24.8 Jesus said these judgments are “the beginning of the birth pains.” Birth pains are awful. But just when they are at their worst, the baby comes. That these judgments are birth pains means that they are more than angry retribution. They are part of a necessary process that will bring forth new life.[endnoteRef:29] [29:  James Hamilton, Supra.] 


Before Jesus can take his people to the new and better Eden, the new heavens and the new earth, he has to bring judgment for all the despising of God’s glory and the defiling of his holiness. God is just, and Jesus has taken hold of the scroll. As he opens its seals, Jesus sets in motion the outworking of God’s justice, exposing the ‘end of all flesh.’[endnoteRef:30] [30:  Supra.] 


Application Questions:

1.  The Lamb of God, Who took away the sins of the world, opens the fourth seal. When the world begins to fail those that have trusted in it, when Death and Hell claim their own, do I live in the Resurrection Life Christ gave me, not fear[ing] them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear[ing] him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (Matt 10.28)? Do I see the Lamb of God, the One Who has taken away my sins, as the One in total control of revealing the source and power of the evil one as Death and Hell hit the earth claiming their own?

	2.  Do I trust the Lamb of God as He gives power to the rider of the pale horse and power to claim their own with true Death and Hell?

	3.  As I am told repeatedly to Come and see, what do I see? 

	5.  Do I realize Jesus has power over Death and Hell and has saved me from both?

Is. 25.8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth. for the LORD hath spoken it.
Hos. 13.14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.
1 Cor. 15.24-25 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
Rev. 1.18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.
John 5.28-29 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

V.  When the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I SAW... under the altar the souls of them slain for the Word and their testimony which they held, wearing the white robes given them, continuing to believe the holy and true Lord to judge and avenge their blood of them the dwell on the earth, and still waiting upon the Lord.

Rev. 6.9-11 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held. 10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

Application Questions:

	1.  With eyes to see and ears to see, can I see what is happening in the heavens and trust God despite what things look like?
Heb 11.16 ...But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 

2.   Do I know God is in total control, and do I overcome the accuser of the brethren by the word of my testimony, loving not my life on earth unto even death?
Rev 12.10-11 10And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

	3.  Am I clothed in the white robes of His righteousness?

1 Cor 15.53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.

VI. When the Lamb opened the sixth seal, there was a great earthquake and the sun became black and the moon as blood, and the stars of heaven fell, as a fig tree casts figs when shaken by the wind (everything that can be shaken will be shaken [must see footnote [endnoteRef:31]) and the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; [see the importance of this reference as a scroll in finishing what Jesus announced in the Temple*] and every mountain and island were moved out of their places, and even the most mighty men hope that the mountains and rocks fall on them and hide them from Him that sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb... For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? [31:  Haggai 2.6-7 For this is what the LORD of Hosts says: “Once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. / I will shake all the nations, and they will come with all their treasures, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of Hosts.
Haggai 2.21-22 “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I am about to shake the heavens and the earth: / I will overturn royal thrones and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations. I will overturn chariots and their riders; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother.
Isaiah 13.13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken from its place at the wrath of the LORD of Hosts on the day of His burning anger.
Isaiah 34.4 All the stars of heaven will be dissolved. The skies will be rolled up like a scroll, and all their stars will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like foliage from the fig tree.
Joel 3.16 The LORD will roar from Zion and raise His voice from Jerusalem; heaven and earth will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for His people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.


Psalm 102.25-27 In the beginning You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. / They will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing You will change them, and they will be passed on. / But You remain the same, and Your years will never end.
Psalm 46.2-3 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth is transformed and the mountains are toppled into the depths of the seas, / though their waters roar and foam and the mountains quake in the surge. Selah.
Psalm 18.7 Then the earth shook and quaked, and the foundations of the mountains trembled; they were shaken because He burned with anger.
Matthew 24.29-31 Immediately after the tribulation of those days: ‘The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.’ / At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. / And He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
Matthew 24.35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.
2 Peter 3.10-12 But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar, the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and its works will be laid bare. / Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to conduct yourselves in holiness and godliness / as you anticipate and hasten the coming of the day of God, when the heavens will be destroyed by fire and the elements will melt in the heat.] 


	Shorter: The great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

* Rev. 6.14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. (This is finishing the reference Jesus gave at the Temple when He read Isaiah 61.1-3 and left out the reference at the end of Isaiah 61.3: and the day of vengeance of our God. Read the references below:
Luke 4.17-21 And there was delivered unto him the book [#975. βιβλίον biblion, bib-lee´-on; a diminutive of 976; a roll: — bill, book, scroll, writing.] of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
Is. 61.1-3 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
Note:  When read in the Temple by Jesus without and the day of vengeance of our God Jesus was making a bold statement that He is the Jubilee and the year of favor was for everybody…even Israel’s enemies.[endnoteRef:32] (must read footnote) [32:  To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God.
This is how Jesus read Isaiah 61:2 when he returned to Nazareth after beginning his ministry. Jesus edited Isaiah. Reading from this familiar passage in Isaiah, Jesus stopped midsentence and rolled up the scroll! It would be like someone singing the national anthem and ending with, O’er the land of the free. Everybody would be waiting for and the home of the brave. Jesus didn’t finish the line. Jesus omitted the bit about “the day of vengeance of our God.”
In announcing that God’s jubilee of liberation, amnesty, and pardon was arriving with what he was doing, Jesus omitted any reference to God exacting vengeance on Israel’s enemies. In claiming that Isaiah’s prophecy had been fulfilled in their hearing, Jesus is claiming to be Jubilee in person. But the scandalous suggestion is that this Jubilee is to be for everybody…even Israel’s enemies.
Jesus edited out vengeance, and this gives us a key to how Jesus read the Old Testament. And lest we think that Jesus’ omission of “the day of vengeance” was simply an oversight or meaningless, consider what Jesus says to the hometown crowd in the synagogue following his edited reading of Isaiah. Jesus recalls the stories of the widow of Zarephath and Naaman the leper — Gentiles who instead of receiving vengeance from God, received provision and healing.

Jesus is announcing the arrival of the Lord’s favor, but he is emphasizing that it is for everybody…even for Sidonians and Syrians, even for Israel’s enemies! Jesus is making clear that in bringing the Jubilee of God he is bringing it for everybody!
How was this message of God’s inclusive favor received in Nazareth? Not well, not well at all. Initially Jesus’ hometown “spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.” 
Jesus refused to read Isaiah’s vision of vengeance in the synagogue, just as he would refuse to be a violent, vengeful Messiah in the model of King David and Judah Maccabeus. And that ignited the rage of the crowd. It’s amazing just how angry some people can become if you try to take away their religion of revenge. As long as Jesus announced that it was the time of God’s favor, the crowd spoke well of him. But as soon as he made it clear that God’s favor is for everyone, as soon as Jubilee was made inclusive and not exclusive, they tried to throw him off a cliff.




Until we are captivated by the radical mercy of God extended to all, we will cling to the texts of vengeance as cherished texts. We do this not for the noble sake of justice, but for the spiteful sake of revenge. With the incident in the synagogue of Nazareth we learn that Jesus has closed the book on vengeance.  Romans 12.19 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  
The Word made flesh prevents us from rifling through the Bible to find texts of vengeance to fling upon our enemies. If we try to hold onto a divine warrant for vengeance, Jesus passes through our midst and goes away. If we cling to vengeance, we lose Jesus. If we don’t want this to happen, we need to learn to give mercy to our enemies. If we commit to loving our enemies, Jesus will abide with us and help us learn how to do it.
Jesus didn’t come to bring vengeance, he came to close the book on vengeance. Jesus announced the Jubilee good news of pardon, amnesty, liberation, and restoration…but not vengeance. Jesus doesn’t bless revenge, he blesses mercy, and teaches that the mercy we show to our enemies is the mercy that will be shown to us. God does not allow us to hope that the book of divine vengeance will be closed for us, but left open and inflicted in full upon others. This is not how it works in God’s economy of grace revealed by Jesus.
Does this mean there’s no divine judgment? Of course not. Certainly there is divine judgment, but it is a judgment based in God’s love and commitment to restoration. The restorative judgment of God gives no warrant to a schadenfreude*yearning to see harm inflicted on others. Jesus has closed the book on that kind of lust for vengeance.
*(Pleasure derived from the misfortunes of others.; Malicious enjoyment derived from observing someone else's misfortune.; Delight in another person's misfortune.
We must constantly resist the temptation to cast ourselves in the role of those who deserve mercy, while casting those outside our tribe in the role of those who deserve vengeance. Jesus will have no part of that kind of ugly tribalism and triumphalism. Clinging to our lust for vengeance, we lose Jesus. But if we can say Amen to Jesus closing the book on vengeance, then Jesus will remain with us to teach us the more excellent way of love.
Closing The Book On Vengeance (A reflection on Luke 4:14-30) by Brian Zahnd
https://brianzahnd.com/2016/01/closing-the-book-on-vengeance/
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Jesus, the Scroll of God: From Nazareth to the Final Judgment
In one of the most striking moments of Jesus’ early ministry, He stood in the synagogue of His hometown, Nazareth, and read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. This wasn’t random. This was prophecy colliding with its fulfillment in real time.
“And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’”
— Luke 4:17–19, quoting Isaiah 61:1–2
But then — He stopped.
He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down (Luke 4:20). Every eye locked on Him.
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” — Luke 4:21
What was so significant about where He stopped? Jesus read up to “the year of the Lord’s favor,” but deliberately left out the next line in Isaiah:
”…and the day of vengeance of our God.” — Isaiah 61:2
Why? Because in His first coming, Jesus came to proclaim mercy, not judgment. The scroll He read from declared freedom, healing, and favor — not yet vengeance. That part was reserved for the future.
Fast forward to the book of Revelation — the scroll returns.
“Then I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?’” — Revelation 5:2
No one in heaven or on earth could open it — until the Lamb steps forward.
“Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah… has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.’” — Revelation 5:5
This scroll contains the judgments of God, the unsealing of the vengeance Isaiah spoke of — the part Jesus paused on in Nazareth.
And when judgment finally comes, the very heavens are shaken:
“The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.”
— Revelation 6:14
He who once read the scroll now is the scroll — the living Word (John 1:1), the fulfillment of prophecy, the Lamb who brings salvation, and the Judge who brings justice.
The first scroll brought grace. The next scroll brings glory and reckoning.
From synagogue to sky, Jesus is the Alpha and Omega — the one Isaiah saw, the one John wept for, and the one before whom every knee will bow (Philippians 2:10).

⸻

Now is the year of the Lord’s favor — but it will not last forever.

This mercy extended to us demands more than belief — it demands allegiance. It calls for a life of obedience, holiness, and spiritual maturity.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” — Matthew 7:21

“And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.” — 1 John 2:3

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” — Luke 14:27

This is not legalism — this is love. As we draw near to Christ, obedience becomes not a burden but a joy. The more we behold Him, the more we are changed into His likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18). Holiness becomes the evidence of intimacy.

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” — 1 Peter 1:14–15

“Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” — 2 Corinthians 7:1

This sobering responsibility should not terrify us — it should awaken us. Because for those who do walk in faithful love and obedience, unimaginable glory awaits.

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.” — Revelation 22:14

“Well done, good and faithful servant… Enter into the joy of your Master.” — Matthew 25:23

We are not merely called to escape judgment — we are called to rule and reign with Christ (2 Timothy 2:12), to be His spotless Bride, made ready for the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7–9).

So let us tremble and rejoice. Let us repent and press in. Let us obey — not from fear, but from love.

The scroll will be opened. The sky will split. And the King will come.

Blessed is the one who hears these words, keeps them, and walks in the light — for his redemption draws near.

Rev. 6.12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
Rev. 6.13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
Rev. 6.14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.
Rev. 6.15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
Rev. 6.16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.
Rev. 6.17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Rom. 1.18-32 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 24Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Application Questions:

	1.  Have I received the salvation, grace, redemption and deliverance in the Year of the Lord so that the day of vengeance is not directed at me but at the people and things that have harmed all the people of God? Vengeance = the punishing of someone for harming you or your friends or family, or the wish for such punishment to happen: action against someone to punish that person for having hurt you:... 
[https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/vengeance]

The Year of the Lord

Characterized by God’s grace, redemption, and deliverance. The acceptable year of the Lord is also mentioned in Isaiah 49:8, as God the Father speaks to the Messiah, His Servant: “Thus says the LORD: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped You; I will preserve You and give You As a covenant to the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages’” (NKJV). Here, the coming of the Messiah is called “a time of favor” (ESV) or “a favorable time” (NASB) due to the salvation and freedom He brings (verse 9). Indeed, when the angels heralded Jesus’ birth, they spoke of “good news that will cause great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10) and of God’s favor: “On earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (verse 14). [From https://www.gotquestions.org/acceptable-year-of-the-Lord.html]

Vs. the Day of Vengeance (the Day of the Lord) (must see footnote [endnoteRef:33] ) [33:  The phrase “day of the Lord” usually identifies events that take place at the end of history (Isaiah 7:18-25) and is often closely associated with the phrase “that day.” One key to understanding these phrases is to note that they always identify a span of time during which God personally intervenes in history, directly or indirectly, to accomplish some specific aspect of His plan.
Most people associate the day of the Lord with a period of time or a special day that will occur when God’s will and purpose for His world and for mankind will be fulfilled. Some scholars believe that the day of the Lord will be a longer period of time than a single day—a period of time when Christ will reign throughout the world before He cleanses heaven and earth in preparation for the eternal state of all mankind. Other scholars believe the day of the Lord will be an instantaneous event when Christ returns to earth to redeem His faithful believers and send unbelievers to eternal damnation.
The phrase “the day of the Lord” is used often in the Old Testament (e.g. Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5, 30:3; Joel 1:15, 2:1,11,31; 3:14; Amos 5:18,20; Obadiah 15; Zephaniah 1:7,14; Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 4:5) and several times in the New Testament (e.g. Acts 2:20; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 2 Corinthians 1:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10). It is also alluded to in other passages (Revelation 6:17; 16:14).
The Old Testament passages dealing with the day of the Lord often convey a sense of imminence, nearness, and expectation: “Wail, for the day of the Lord is near!” (Isaiah 13:6); “For the day is near, even the day of the Lord is near” (Ezekiel 30:3); “Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming. It is close at hand” (Joel 2:1); “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:14); “Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near” (Zephaniah 1:7). This is because the Old 


Testament passages referring to the day of the Lord often speak of both a near and a far fulfillment, as does much of Old Testament prophecy. Some Old Testament passages that refer to the day of the Lord describe historical judgments that have already been fulfilled in some sense (Isaiah 13:6-22; Ezekiel 30:2-19; Joel 1:15, 3:14; Amos 5:18-20; Zephaniah 1:14-18), while others refers to divine judgments that will take place toward the end of the age (Joel 2:30-32; Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 4:1, 5).
The New Testament calls it a day of “wrath,” a day of “visitation,” and the “great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:14) and refers to a still future fulfillment when God’s wrath is poured out on unbelieving Israel (Isaiah 22; Jeremiah 30:1-17; Joel 1-2; Amos 5; Zephaniah 1) and on the unbelieving world (Ezekiel 38–39; Zechariah 14). The Scriptures indicate that “the day of the Lord” will come quickly, like a thief in the night (Zephaniah 1:14-15; 1 Thessalonians 5:2), and therefore Christians must be watchful and ready for the coming of Christ at any moment.

Besides being a time of judgment, it will also be a time of salvation as God will deliver the remnant of Israel, fulfilling His promise that “all of Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:26), forgiving their sins and restoring His chosen people to the land He promised to Abraham (Isaiah 10:27; Jeremiah 30:19-31, 40; Micah 4; Zechariah 13). The final outcome of the day of the Lord will be that “the arrogance of man will be brought low and the pride of men humbled; the Lord alone will be exalted in that day” (Isaiah 2:17). The ultimate or final fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the day of the Lord will come at the end of history when God, with wondrous power, will punish evil and fulfill all His promises.
] 


Is. 13.9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.
Zeph. 1.14-15 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,
2Pet. 3.10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
1Th. 5.2-11 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 11Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.
Luke 21.22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.
Rom. 3.5-6 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 6God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?
Rom. 12.19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay [467. ἀνταποδίδωμι antapodidomi, an-tap-od-ee´-do-mee; from 473 and 591; to requite (good or evil): — recompense, render, repay.], saith the Lord.
Heb. 10.30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Jude 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

Subject Sentence:  The noise of THUNDER: Come & SEE!!! 

Aim:  This passage would cause me to keep my eyes on Jesus and trust that He is in total and complete control, the only One WORTHY ...Who has clothed me with HIS righteousness.
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