
Revelation 8.1-13 – Signs in the Heavens

Let’s have a quick review of what has happened in our study thus far:

Chapter 1: Get in the Action!  The ACTIVE Presence of God! See Write Send!
The Revelation OF Jesus TO Jesus given by God to show His servants things which must shortly come to pass, sent and signified to John who bare record of 1) the Word of God, 2) the testimony of Christ, and 3) all things he saw: blessed is he that 1) reads and 2) hears the words of this prophecy and 3) keep those things written here*: for the time is at hand.**
John was exiled for the Word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ and was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and saw, read, heard and kept: and was told: I AM Alpha and Omega. First and Last. SEE; WRITE; SEND to the 7 Churches! 
It has been revealed to John (and now to ME!), as Christ's servant, the things which must shortly come to pass: We bare record as John of: 1) the Word of God; 2) the testimony of Christ; and 3) all things which I have seen. I am blessed that I 1) read; 2) hear the words of His prophecy; and 3) keep those things written*. For the time is at hand.
*"keep" = #5083 = tereo, to guard (from loss or injury, by keeping the eye upon) -- from #2892 (koustodia = custody, Roman sentry, watch); note (a prophecy); fulfill a command; hold fast!

Chapters 2-3: Church of Ephesus: Summary:  I KNOW – thy works, thy labor, thy patience; how you cannot bear them that are evil, you’ve tried them that say they’re apostles and are liars; you’ve borne and had patience and for My Name’s sake have labored and not fainted.  Psalm 24.10 If you faint in the day of adversity your strength is SMALL!  
NEVERTHELESS I have somewhat against thee: You have left your first love.
REMEMBER from where you’ve fallen OR I’ll come quickly and remove your candlestick EXCEPT YOU REPENT.  THIS YOU HAVE: You hate the deeds of Nicolaitans (which I hate).

Church of Smyrna: Faithful Unto Death  Fear not! Be faithful! Receive a Crown of Life! Be an overcomer and not be overcome.  
I know your works and tribulation and poverty (but you’re rich [in spirit]) and I know the blasphemy [around town] of them which say they’re Jews but aren’t – they’re of the synagogue of Satan.
Fear none of the things you’ll suffer – devil will cast some into prison to be tried – you’ll have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful to death and receive a crown of life!
To him that overcomes: he shall not be hurt the second death.

Church of Pergamos: OVERCOME FALSE TEACHINGS or LOSE THE REWARDS of STANDING for CHRIST in OPPOSITION to them. 
Jesus comes with a sword – His Word – to fight those who hold false doctrine causing others to stumble. (Jesus put you here to do this, but if you won’t, He WILL!  You will miss the reward of the overcomer.)
This passage would cause us to not allow false doctrines of things He hates to be a stumblingblock to His children and for us not to allow that without fighting against it. 
Jesus said I know your works, where you dwell (even where Satan’s seat is), and you hold fast My Name and haven’t denied My faith – even amongst a martyr slain among you.
I have a few things against you: (1) you have them that hold doctrine of Balaam who taught Balac to cast a skandalon (#4625 = offense/stumblingblock) to eat things sacrificed to idols and commit fornication, and you hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans which I hate!)
Repent! Or I’ll come to you quickly and fight against them (those that cast stumblingblocks that we have allowed) (1) doctrine of Balaam... idols, fornication, idolatry; & (2) Nicolaitans allowing them to have power over God’s children!! Repent! Or I’ll do the work without you with the sword of My mouth (that I gave YOU to use against those that are taking power over God’s children!)
OVERCOME: I will give to eat of the tree of Life which is in the midst of the paradise of God! (Deal with sin -- sin CANNOT and WILL NOT eat of the tree of Life – it cannot be there!)

Church in Thyatira:  HOLD FAST in the midst of the seduction of this world!!
I know your works and charity and service and faith and patience and thy works – and the last to be more than the first – you’re growing!!!
Notwithstanding I have a few things against you because you ALLOW (let it be, permit, leave alone) Jezebel (false teacher who calls herself a prophetess) to teach – to seduce My servants to commit fornication (#4200 idolatry – cause to go out of the way) and to eat things sacrificed to idols, and I gave her space to repent and she didn’t.
But to you and the rest in Thyratira who haven’t this doctrine and haven’t known the depths of Satan as they speak – I’ll put none other burden on you but that which you have – hold fast til I come! 
He that overcomes and keeps My Word til the end I’ll give: power over the nations. He’ll rule them with a rod of iron – as a potter’s vessel they’ll be broken to shivers as I received of My Father. I’ll give him the morning star. (Revelation 22.16 -- I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.)

Church in Sardis: Walk Worthy: Clothed in White!
I know your works: you have a name (#3686 onoma, authority, character) that you live and are DEAD!!) 
Be watchful and strengthen those things that remain and are ready to die – I’ve not found your works perfect before God; REMEMBER how (#4459 pos = how much!) you’ve received and heard – hold fast and repent: if you will not WATCH I’ll come upon you as a THIEF, and you’ll NOT KNOW the hour I’ll come!
There are a few names in Sardis that haven’t defiled their garments: and they’ll walk with Me in white – for they are WORTH-y!   [#514 axios -- deserving, comparable or suitable (as if drawing praise): — due reward!]
He that overcomes shall be clothed in white raiment; I’ll not blot out his name out of the Book of Life but will confess his name before My Father and His angels! He that has an ear HEAR what the Spirit SAYS to the Church!

Church of Philadelphia: HOLD FAST that no man take away your crown.
I know your works: BEHOLD I set before you an OPEN DOOR and no man can shut it – you’ve a little strength and have kept My Word – NOT DENIED My Name (#3686 onoma – character, authority).
Behold I’ll make those that lie (deceive by falsehood) come and worship before your feet and KNOW that I have loved you, BECAUSE you have kept (#5083 tereo – guarded from loss or injury) the Word of My patience (#5281 hupomone – constancy, enduring), I’ll keep (SAME WORD! -- #5083 tereo – guarded from loss or injury) you from the hour of temptation which will come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth.
To him that overcomes I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God and he’ll no more go out and I’ll write upon Him the Name of My God and the city of My God which is New Jerusalem and I’ll write upon him My NEW NAME!

Church of Laodiceans: Turn up the HEAT! How do I know if I am hot #2204 zestos – zealous; fervent)?!
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:...
I counsel you to buy of Me (a) gold tried in the fire that you may be RICH; and (b) WHITE raiment that you may be CLOTHED, and to (c) anoint your eyes with eyesalve that you may SEE!
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten! Therefore: (1) be zealous and (2) repent!
Behold! I stand at the door and KNOCK! (1) HEAR my voice! (2) OPEN the door! And (THEN 3) I will come in to him and sup with him and he with Me! 
To him that overcomes I will grant him to sit with Me in My throne EVEN as I overcame and am set down with My Father in His throne. HEAR what the Spirit of God says to the churches!

Chapter 4: Revelation 4.1-11 –  Come up here and I will show you things! What Jesus Wants to Show Us...  The power of living an overcoming life! Fellowship with Jesus...
One of the significant things any interpreter of the book of Revelation will notice is the abrupt shift in focus which takes place between chapters three and four. Chapters two and three, which describe “the things which are” (Rev. 1:19), are focused entirely on the Church. Then, abruptly, chapter four opens, John ascends to heaven “in the Spirit,”...
AFTER THIS I looked (and SAW) a door opened in heaven, and heard the voice as a trumpet  say Come up here, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And I was IN THE SPIRIT and I SAW a throne and the One sitting on it, brilliant with a rainbow round the throne like an emerald.
Round the throne  are 24 seats with elders sitting who have overcome, and from the throne are lightnings, thunderings and voices, and lamps with fire burning before the throne, which are the 7 Spirits of God that never go out!
Before the throne, God shows Himself in all His character (7 Spirits and through the 4 beasts full of eyes to see), and they never stop saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to desire that open door in heaven and be in a position that God can trust me with His secrets, knowing that without HIM I can do nothing and seeing Him in all His glory by living in the Spirit and not catering to the flesh and by seeing all the ways He shows Himself by His Spirit, with my life crying out always: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Chapter 5: Revelation 5.1-14 –  The Life of the Redeemed: Proclaiming the WORTH of Christ for Eternity to Receive: Power, Riches, Wisdom, Strength, Honor, Glory & Blessing!
BEHOLD, the Lion of the tribe of Judah has PREVAILED to open the book and loose the seals.
I beheld, and LO in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts and in the midst of the elders stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 7 horns and 7 eyes, which are the 7 Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth, and He came, and He took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne, and the 4 beasts and 24 elders fell down before the Lamp, every one having harps and golden vials full of odors which are the prayers of the saints.
The 4 beasts and 24 elders sang a new song: Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the beasts and elders, 10,000 times 10,000 and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the 4 beasts said AMEN and the 24 elders fell down and worshipped Him that lives forever and ever.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to see Jesus high and lifted up in His power and live in the REDEMPTION He has given us to reign with Him: living for ever and ever to worship Him because He is WORTHY to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory and blessing for eternity!

Chapter 6: The First Six Seals The Noise of Thunder – Come and See! Who Can Stand in the Day of His Wrath?
This passage would cause me to keep my eyes on Jesus and trust that He is in total and complete control, the only One WORTHY ...Who has clothed me with HIS righteousness.
Seal 1 – white horse: religious deception
Seal 2 – red horse: peace taken from the earth; war and bloodshed
Seal 3 – black horse: extreme famine
Seal 4 – pale horse (color = chloros the yellowish green of decay, the pallor of death. It is the pale ashen color that images a face bleached because of terror. It recalls a corpse in the advanced state of corruption.): Death and Hades
First four seals the beasts are crying out: Come & SEE!!! as we see the seals being opened and their effect on the earth.
The fifth seal takes us into the heavens where the martyrs are calling out for to God with a loud voice. These prayers are heard,and the beginning of Rev. 8 shows God’s response to these prayers and His vindication of His people with the blowing of the trumpets, which we will look at below in Chapter 8.
Seal 5 – Believers slain for the Word and their testimony which they held, wearing the white robes given them, continue to believe the holy and true Lord to judge and avenge their blood of them that dwell on the earth, and they are still waiting upon the Lord.
God, in response to the prayers of the martyrs who were killed during the Great Tribulation, vindicates and answers the cry of His people with the blowing of the trumpets in Rev 8. God will judging the people of the earth and bring vindication for his people all in one. By the way, the prayers of God’s people were referred to as incense, a reminder that God loves when his people cry out to him in prayer. So don’t ever stop doing that! 
But Seal 6 brings us back to the earth as we see:
Seal 6 –  Things have gone from religious deception (S1) to war and bloodshed after peace is taken from the earth (S2) to extreme famine (S3) to death and hades (S4)  where saints are being martyred for the word of God and their testimony and are crying for vengeance from the Lord (S5). Now (S6): a great earthquake and the sun became black and the moon as blood, and the stars of heaven fell, as a fig tree casts figs when shaken by the and the heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island are moved out of their places, and even the most mighty men hope that the mountains and rocks fall on them and hide them from Him that sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb... For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?  
Things are so bad that even the mighty men are crying mountains and rocks to fall on them.  Before He continues his judgment and vindication on earth, He pauses and accomplishes some “special time” with those who are His, marking them and showing them Who He is and that He can be trusted through what will take place on the earth, seen in:

Chapter 7: Revelation 7.1 – 17 – Serve Him Day and Night! He Saves Us, Leads Us and Feeds Us Til the End:  He Wipes Every Tear From Our Eyes
Rev. 7.1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
Rev. 7.2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,
Rev. 7.3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
Rev. 7.9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
Rev. 7.10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
Rev. 7.11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,
Rev. 7.12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.
Rev. 7.13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?
Rev. 7.14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Rev. 7.15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.
Rev. 7.16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
Rev. 7.17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Shorter: 144,000 servants of God are sealed, then those clothed with white robes washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb come out of great tribulation and serve God day and night crying out that Salvation belongs to [Him]... and to the Lamb, worshipping God, hungering nor thirsting any more for the Lamb shall feed them and lead them and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to look to God and Jesus for salvation from sin and from tribulation and serve Him day and night, worshipping Him for He will lead us and wipe every tear from [our] eyes.

Revelation 8.1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.
Revelation 8.2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.
Revelation 8.3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
Revelation 8.4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand.
Revelation 8.5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.
Revelation 8.6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
Revelation 8.7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.
Revelation 8.8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;
Revelation 8.9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.
Revelation 8.10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
Revelation 8.11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.
Revelation 8.12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.
Revelation 8.13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

I.  When the seventh seal is open there is silence in heaven... and I saw seven angels which stood before God to whom were given seven trumpets, and another angel came with a golden censer and much incense that he offered with the prayers of all saints upon the altar, filling it with the fire of the altar and casting it into the earth and there were voices, thunderings, and lightnings and an earthquake, and the 7 angels with the seven trumpets prepared to sound.

Revelation 8.1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.*
Revelation 8.2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.**
Revelation 8.3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
Revelation 8.4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand.
Revelation 8.5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.***
Revelation 8.6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

* In Rev. 7, John saw a vision of the great crowd from every tribe and nation standing around the throne, a multitude that couldn’t be numbered, offering worship to the lamb of God. The contrast of this silence in heaven for the space of ½ hour compared to the great roar that was just heard must have really been deafening to John. As you see within the seventh seal, there are seven trumpets that are to be blown. Each one will pronounce a type of judgment on the earth, and they will intensify as each subsequent trumpet is blown. The seven seals bring us to the second coming of Christ. Heaven is interested in earth. This time the Savior does not come alone as a babe in Bethlehem; He comes as King of kings, and Lord of lords, plus His Father's glory, His own glory, and the glory of all the holy angels, as we read in Luke 9:26b (...[H]e shall come in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.)[endnoteRef:1] [1:  (From https://www.bibleinfo.com/en/questions/seventh-seal-of-revelation.)
] 


Boom Boom Boom – 6 seals were opened in Revelation Chapter 6... The sixth seal brought us the events connected with the second coming of Christ. Then the great pause of Chapter 7... now we are again pausing after the seventh seal is opened and before the 7 trumpets begin to sound. The seventh seal, naturally then, must reveal the second advent itself or some result of it. We read in Matthew 25.31 that when our Savior comes, all the holy angels come with Him. So there is silence in heaven during their absence. A half-hour of prophetic time is said to be about seven days.

This is the end of the seven time periods in the history of redemption, the completion of God's plan for humanity. It's the end of the story, when God puts a period to history. It is that “divine event, to which the whole creation moves.” (Tennyson) It is the return of Jesus in power and great glory. 

· That’s why there is silence in heaven before the judgments because the power of God and what He has the ability to do is beyond imaginable and leaves creatures awestruck.
· This moment of silence stands out as a unique pause amidst the unfolding judgments, offering you an opportunity to sense the awe and gravity of the divine narrative. It reminds you that there are moments when anticipation and reflection are just as powerful as action. This silence offers you a pause, an invitation to consider God’s sovereignty and timing.
· Furthermore, this vision serves as a reminder of the profound reality of judgment and grace. It encourages you to remain vigilant and faithful, knowing that in the midst of trials and tribulations, God’s purposes and judgments are ultimately just and perfectly timed.
· This pause follows the opening of the seventh seal, a significant event in the sequence of apocalyptic happenings. The number seven itself is symbolic in scripture, often signifying completion or perfection, indicating the fullness of God’s plan reaching an intense and pivotal point.
· In the context of Revelation, this silence contrasts the overwhelming sounds described elsewhere, such as the tumultuous events that accompany the previous seals. It symbolizes the weightiness of divine judgment and represents a moment where Heaven holds its breath in anticipation of what is to come.
· The pause in Heaven can also be seen as a period granted for repentance, offering humanity a moment to consider the very gravity of God’s judgment and mercy.

“Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near” (Zephaniah 1:7). 
“The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
The silence in heaven is due to the severity of the actions the Lord God is about to take. With the scroll fully open, heaven can now see the trumpet judgments (in the next verse, seven nearby angels are handed seven trumpets of judgment, Revelation 8:2) with the bowl judgments following (introduced by the seventh trumpet). These judgments are more terrible than anything the world will have ever seen (Mark 13:19–20). The final catastrophes are about to befall the earth, and silence and stillness fill the time of tense expectation. “Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling” (Zechariah 2:13, ESV).
In a way, the silence in heaven could be seen as the calm before the storm—the storm of final judgment coming upon the earth. The silence emphasizes the importance and impressiveness of the seventh and final seal. With the opening of the seventh seal comes a climax in the Day of the Lord. Evil has had its day; now the Lord will have His. 
Heaven is emptied of all its angels. The songs of many angels around the throne are stilled, because the singers are not there. They are with Jesus on the happiest mission of all their blessed ministry for the heirs of salvation.
When our Lord returns in His glory He will have “all the holy angels with Him” (Matthew 25.31). Not one will be left behind. Heaven will be emptied of its angel throng; as they accompany Him to earth to gather together His elect.
Heaven is silent, but earth is not. When the righteous return with Christ and all the holy angels to the Father’s home above, heaven will be no longer silent. At the coronation of the King the whole universe will rejoice in glorious song!
And you and I may have a part in that song—the song of the redeemed as they praise the Lamb for the victory of the cross.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.bibleinfo.com/en/questions/seven-seals-revelation#6;  https://www.gotquestions.org/silence-in-heaven.html; https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-are-the-seven-trumpets-in-revelation.html
] 


Spiritual Insight
· This silence in Heaven encourages us to embrace moments of quiet reflection in our spiritual journeys. Silence can become a sacred space for you to meet God, to hear His voice, and to reflect on His divine purposes. It reminds you of the importance of trust, patience, and surrender to God’s timing, especially during times of waiting or uncertainty. This brief pause is a gentle reminder that in your spiritual battles and life’s trials, there is time for contemplation and preparation, to fortify your faith and endure with hope.

Application in Daily Life
· Incorporating this lesson into your daily life might involve carving out times for intentional silence and reflection. This can be as simple as a moment in your morning routine dedicated to quiet meditation or prayer, allowing you to listen for God’s guidance amid life’s noise. Reflect upon moments of silence not as voids but as rich spaces to deepen your understanding and trust in God’s plan. The silence in Heaven inspires you to value these moments, recognizing them as times for spiritual renewal and readiness. During life’s chaos, you are encouraged to pause, reflect, and recalibrate, aligning your heart and mind with divine will.
· You might also reflect on Psalm 46.10, “Be still, and know that I am God,” a verse that resonates deeply with the themes of stillness and trust that the silence in Heaven invites. Similarly, Ecclesiastes 3.7 notes, “a time to be silent and a time to speak,” providing a contemplative reflection on life’s rhythms, perfectly aligning with the moments in Revelation where silence preludes profound events.
· This silence encourages you to contemplate the profound holiness and sovereignty of God, inviting you to trust, even amidst life’s uncertainties. It offers a moment to prepare spiritually, fortify your resolve, and embrace hope in God’s justice.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  https://biblestorieshub.com/the-silence-in-heaven-when-judgment-pauses-revelation-81/
] 

(Back to Rev 8.2) 

** When we look a little closer at these opening verses in chapter 8, it seems the blowing of the trumpets is a response to the saints offering these Seal 5 prayers to God (Revelation 6.9-11: 9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.)
God, in response to the prayers of the martyrs who were killed during the Great Tribulation, vindicates his people with the blowing of the trumpets in Rev. Chapter 8. God is judging the people of the earth and bringing vindication for his people all in one. By the way, the prayers of God’s people were referred to as incense, a reminder that God loves when his people cry out to him in prayer. So don’t ever stop praying!

Seven Trumpets
· The seven trumpets of Revelation display the unrelenting justice of God and His control over history. Each blast signals not only judgment but also the unfolding of His redemptive plan. Like the trumpets at Jericho, they declare that the kingdoms of this world will fall, and God’s kingdom will prevail.
· The Book of Revelation is the “Blessings” or “Reward” for Obedience and the “Curses” or “Plagues” for Disobedience on a GLOBAL SCALE! Revelation 11.18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. (That is why the end and last chapter of Revelation in 22.3 concludes No longer will there be any curse. 
· The blessing and curses of Deuteronomy 27-33 provide God’s thinking, reasoning and explanations for the curses or plagues that Revelation does not.
· As we reflect on the severity of these judgments, we are reminded of the urgency of repentance and the need to proclaim the gospel. These judgments are not arbitrary—they are righteous and just, highlighting the holiness of God and His ultimate triumph over evil.
· ...the trumpet judgments... affect a third of the earth and the created order (Rev 8:7–12; 9:15–17) [Note that the four horsemen “were given [by God] authority over a fourth of the earth” (Rev 6.8). Authority over a fourth of the earth is quite measured compared to the trumpet judgments which affect a third of the earth and the created order (Rev 8.7–12; 9.15–17). It is extremely more measured than the bowl judgments which affect all non-believers and the entire created order (16.1–21). 
· Trumpets as Instruments of War and Divine Announcement.  In biblical times, trumpets were not merely musical instruments but tools of divine communication. Numbers 10:9 commands, “When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the Lord your God, and you will be saved from your enemies.” Trumpets were also associated with the fall of Jericho, where they signaled divine intervention and judgment: “And it shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat” (Joshua 6:5).
· The trumpets of Revelation carry this same connotation of divine intervention and judgment. These are not random events but the deliberate acts of a holy God executing justice on an unrepentant world.

*** As the angel casts fire to the earth, dramatic phenomena follow—voices, thunderings, lightning, and an earthquake. These are the earthly signs of spiritual reality breaking through. The heavenly silence is over. Judgment begins. The seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.marybanks.net/post/the-seventh-seal-heaven-s-silence-and-earth-s-judgment-unfolded
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Application Questions:

1.  When the Lord gives a pause am I listening to see something without plundering through?

2.  Do I orchestrate moments of silence where I can more clearly hear from the Lord?

3.  Will my prayers be with those the angel brings before the altar?

4.  When the voices, thunderings, and lightnings and an earthquake, and the 7 angels with the seven trumpets prepare to sound do I rest in what God has shown me in silence and in knowing the prayers of the saints are before the throne and being answered? How does my faith demonstrate that?

5.   As the Lord begins to execute justice on an unrepentant world, am I already redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and see His redemption by His judgment, or am I still in the world needing to be ripped from it and needing to respond to the display of His power?

6.   God’s judgment on sin has already been demonstrated from Genesis to Revelation. Has it already been at work in my life? How is the Lord chastening me as one of His true sons (Proverbs 3.12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.; Hebrews 5b-8 My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.)

7.  How have I lived in the power of His Spirit and been corrected by the rebuke of the Lord to be holy as He is holy...?  (1 Peter 1.16), knowing full well that without holiness no man will see the Lord (Hebrews 12.14) and that the Lord WILL (Daniel 9.24) finish transgression; put an end to sin; atone for wickedness; bring in everlasting righteousness; seal up [put an end to the need for] vision and prophesy; and truly anoint the Most Holy Place – the place of HIS PRESENCE – CHRIST in me the hope of that glory! (Colossians 1.27)

8.   In my moments of trial, do I remember to stand firm, assured of God’s ultimate victory? Do I remember this example of silence in heaven  to inspire me to find peace and assurance in God’s divine plan before testing times? How can the time of silence in heaven inspire our faith journeys, encouraging us to trust God above all noise and chaos and to find strength in the silence where God speaks loudly to our hearts?

II.  The first angel sounds and hail and fire mingled with blood are cast upon the earth burning up 1/3 of the trees and all green grass; the second angel sounds and a great burning mountain is cast into the sea and 1/3 of the sea becomes blood and 1/3 of the creatures in the sea die and 1/3 of ships are destroyed.

Revelation 8.7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood,* and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. See Footnote [endnoteRef:5]  for the answer to the question Why 1/3? [5:  Why 1/3???

What is the possible prophetic meaning of one third? How does the greatest concentration of this number in the Bible reveal its startling and profound symbolism?

A unique repetition of the number one third is found in Revelation 8. In this prophetic chapter, within only six verses (7 to 12), the word "third" (part of a whole or 1/3) is recorded eleven times in the King James translation. The last verse in this set contains this rational fractional designation five times! It is utilized two additional times in chapter 9 with its final appearance in chapter 12.

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise (Revelation 8:12, KJV).

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth . . . (Revelation 12:3 - 4, KJV).

The Prophetic One Third

The "great day of His wrath" (Revelation 6:17), known as the Day of the Lord, begins when the seventh seal is opened (Revelation 8:1). This seal represents seven angels, each with a trumpet, that when blown brings God's judgment on Babylon and punishment to humans who worship the Beast.

The first two trumpets bring death to one third of earth's trees and destroy the same percentage of ships. The same amount of ocean water will also turn into blood, killing the same amount of all marine-based life.

Trumpet three causes a "great star" named Wormwood to strike a third of earth's rivers and fresh water sources. It will poison these sources of drinkable water and bring death to countless people.

Trumpet four causes the heavens we take for granted (the sun, moon and stars) to darken by one third. This decrease means the earth will receive less light during both its day and night portions (Revelation 8:12). Man's punishment for sin, however, is not over!
And the first angel sounded his trumpet; and there was hail and fire mingled with blood, and it was cast upon the earth; and a third of the trees were burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

Then the second angel sounded his trumpet; and there was cast into the sea as it were a great mountain burning with fire, and a third of the sea became blood;

And a third of the living creatures that were in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. And the third angel sounded his trumpet; and there fell out of heaven a great star, burning like a lamp; and it fell on a third of the rivers, and on the fountains of waters.

Now the name of the star is Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood; and many men died from drinking the waters because they were made bitter (Revelation 8:7 - 11, HBFV).

Here it is as 1/3 being destroyed as the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 27-29 become more and more pronounced and evident: for those who accept Christ’s vicarious atonement for their sin (Romans 3.25; 1 John 2.2; 1 John 4.10; Hebrews 2.17; John 1.29; Matthew 20.28; Mark 10.45; 2 Corinthians 5.2 etc.), and live in the righteousness only He can give they live in the light of His vindication and blessings of His presence and protection during this time; for those who have rejected Christ’s sacrifice for their sin, or are counting in their own worthiness, or for those who have made a friendship with the world and become God’s enemy (James 4.4), the curses are displayed in increasing intensity. This demonstrates that God is not willing that ANY should perish but desires all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3.9).  

The sounding of the sixth trumpet heralds the freeing of powerful spirits who will gather an army that numbers 200 million. This army will cause the death of one third of all humans (Revelation 9:15, 18).

Why Was It Used?

Why is one third used thirteen times, from Revelation 8:7 to 9:18, to delineate God's punishment on man? The answer is found in the fourteenth and last time this fraction is used in the book. Note that fourteen, which is twice the spiritually perfect number 7, in this case likely represents a perfect and complete revealing of God's righteous judgment.

And his tail (of a great red dragon representing the devil, verse 3) swept away a third of the stars of heaven (formerly righteous angels) and cast them to the earth (which Jesus witnessed, Luke 10:18) . . . (Revelation 12:4).

Lucifer, after he rebelled against God, deceived one third of all angelic beings into believing the same lies he possessed. The deceptions he promulgated brought chaos and spiritual misery to the angels (now demons) who identify him, not the Eternal, as their leader (Revelation 12:7).

God will soon physically punish humans in thirds in the hope they will choose to repent and avoid the same spiritual condemnation as the angels that followed the devil.

A never-before or after level of trials and troubles (Matthew 24.21) must be brought upon man in order to get his attention, since he will possess a uniquely hard and unrepentant heart in the End Time (Revelation 9:6, 20 - 21).

Zechariah 13.8-9 And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

https://www.biblestudy.org/bibleref/meaning-of-numbers-in-bible/one-third.html
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Revelation 8.8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;
Revelation 8.9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. **

*This 1st trumpet judgment recalls the plague of hail in Egypt (Exodus 9:23-25), demonstrating God’s control over nature. It devastates the earth’s vegetation, a vital source of life.
Ex. 9.24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.
Psalm 18.13 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire. 
Psalm 105.32 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land. (See all of Psalm 105)

**The 2nd trumpet catastrophe, reminiscent of the first plague in Egypt (Exodus 7.20-21), destroys marine life and disrupts commerce, as a third of the ships are destroyed. With the second trumpet plague, a third of the sea will become blood and a third of sea creatures will die.

Application Questions:

1.   When the trumpets start blowing and the judgments on sin and the devil begins, is his judgment judging me or vindicating me? 

2.  Have I already let His Holy Spirit atone for my sin and bring in everlasting righteousness in my own life? How? (Daniel 9.24) Has He been given free rein as I walk in the Spirit and crucify the lusts of the flesh through His victory over sin (see Romans 6-8)? How? 

3.  Have I accepted Him and offered myself a living sacrifice unto God which is my reasonable service (Romans 12.1-2), with His anointing taking up residence in me and my allowing Him to set up His Most Holy Place in me? How? (1 Corinthians 6.19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.) 

4.  Have I already received God’s judgment on sin in my life, or am I going to need to see His power and glory through His stepping in to declare it to the world of unbelievers? 

5.  In this day of blessing and cursing (Remember: the blessing and curses of Deuteronomy 27-33 provide God’s thinking, reasoning and explanations for the curses or plagues that Revelation does not!) have I lived so as to receive the vindication and blessing of the Lord through the judgments or am I the one being cursed...
· Heb. 6.1-6 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3And this will we do, if God permit. 4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
· Heb. 6.8-9 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned. 9But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

5.  Have I already been tried as gold through the fire, (Zechariah 3.8-9; 1 Peter 1.7; Revelation 3.17-18), or will I still be lacking what He came to do in my life when trials come as His judgment against sin and declaration of His power over it? 

III. The third angel and a great star called Wormwood  fell from heaven burning as a lamp and fell upon a third part of the rivers and upon the fountains of water, and many died because of the bitter waters. The fourth angel sounded and 1/3 part of the sun was smitting and 1/3 part of the moon and 1/3 part of the stars: it was darkened and the day and night didn’t shine for 1/3 part of it.

Revelation 8.10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell* upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
Revelation 8.11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.**
Revelation 8.12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.***
See Footnote  [endnoteRef:6] for Biblical explanations of Signs in the Heavens. [6:  Signs in the Heavens

The Bible emphasizes the heavens as a conduit for God’s communication with people, and it is replete with references to signs in the sky. These heavenly indicators frequently portend important occurrences, such as judgment, healing, and prophesy fulfillment. The Bible frequently refers to the sky as a stage where God’s might and sovereignty are revealed, from the sun’s darkness to the stars’ descent. These indications serve as a call to trust, repentance, and expectation of God’s final purpose in addition to serving as a reminder of the Creator’s dominion over the cosmos.

The skies reveal God’s grandeur and provide insight into His divine will throughout the Bible. The sky is a continual reminder that God is deeply involved in global affairs, whether via indications of blessing or prophetic warnings. The Bible’s cosmic signals inspire believers to hold tight to their faith in God’s sovereign design for creation and flawless timing.

In the end, the Bible’s depictions of signals in the sky support the idea that God speaks to people in both subtle and striking ways. These indications, which frequently indicate instances of divine intervention with the universe, are not arbitrary; they are full of meaning and purpose. These celestial signs... serve to highlight God’s majesty, His fidelity to His word, and the certainty that His purposes will be fulfilled.  
Genesis 1.14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:... God created the celestial bodies not just to illuminate the earth but also to serve as signs. These heavenly lights—sun, moon, and stars—mark the passage of time and indicate sacred moments. This verse highlights that the skies were designed with a divine purpose to guide humanity in spiritual and temporal matters.
Joel 2.30-31 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. Joel prophesies about cosmic signs that will precede the Day of the Lord. The darkening of the sun and the appearance of a blood moon signify major events in God’s divine timeline. These signs warn of impending judgment, prompting repentance and readiness.
Luke 21.25-26 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth. for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
Matthew 24.29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:... (This verse emphasizes the role of the sky in marking the end times. Jesus explains that after a period of great tribulation, the sun, moon, and stars will undergo significant changes, serving as unmistakable signs of God’s intervention in history.)
Revelation 6.12-13 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. (In Revelation, John’s vision of the end times includes dramatic celestial events. The darkening of the sun and the falling stars are signs of God’s impending judgment. These cosmic disturbances signal the unfolding of God’s ultimate plan.)
Revelation 6.14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.
Acts 2.19-20 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:... (This verse reiterates the prophecy from Joel, affirming that cosmic signs will announce the coming of the Lord. These wonders serve as warnings to prepare for the momentous arrival of God’s kingdom.)
Isaiah 13.10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. (Isaiah’s prophecy speaks of a time when the usual order of the heavens will be disrupted as part of God’s judgment. These celestial signs mark a divine intervention, signaling the seriousness of the events to come.)
Psalm 19.1  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. (The skies not only serve as physical lights but also proclaim God’s glory. Every sunrise, star, and constellation points to the Creator’s handiwork, offering a continuous reminder of His majesty and power.)
Daniel 12.3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
Jeremiah 10.2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. (God warns His people not to fear celestial signs in the same way the pagan nations do. While the nations may panic at cosmic phenomena, God’s people are to trust in Him, understanding that He controls all things, including the heavens.)
Matthew 2.2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. (The star of Bethlehem is a powerful sign in the sky, heralding the birth of Jesus. This celestial event guided the Magi to the Messiah, demonstrating how God uses the heavens to communicate significant events in His plan.)
Deuteronomy 4.19 And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. (While the sun, moon, and stars serve a divine purpose, they are not objects of worship, but rather signs pointing to the Creator.)
Revelation 12.1  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:... (This verse from Revelation describes a cosmic vision symbolizing important events in God’s redemptive plan. The woman and the heavenly signs point to the fulfillment of prophecy and God’s intervention in the world.)
Isaiah 24.23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. (Isaiah describes how even the sun and moon will pale in comparison to the glory of the Lord. This highlights God’s supreme power and authority, even over the heavens.)
Ezekiel 32.7-8 And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 8All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. (The celestial signs reflect God’s control over all things, including the fate of nations.)
Luke 21.11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. (Jesus foretells of cosmic signs accompanying natural disasters as part of the end times. These signs in the sky will confirm the urgency and significance of the times, as part of God’s plan for humanity.)
Mark 13.24-25  But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 25And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. (Mark echoes the apocalyptic imagery of the heavens being shaken. These celestial signs indicate that the end times are approaching, urging readiness and faithfulness among believers.)
Job 9.9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.
Judges 5.20 They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera. (This poetic verse speaks of the heavens being involved in earthly battles. The stars’ actions symbolize divine intervention in human affairs, highlighting the interconnectedness of heaven and earth.)
Revelation 8.12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. (In Revelation, celestial disruptions are signs of God’s judgment. The darkening of the sun, moon, and stars underscores the severity of the events unfolding in the last days.)
Isaiah 34.4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. (Isaiah speaks of the heavens being rolled up and the stars falling as a metaphor for the end of the world. These dramatic celestial signs illustrate the finality and magnitude of God’s judgment.)
Amos 8.9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: (Amos prophesies a supernatural event where the sun will darken at noon, symbolizing God’s intervention in human affairs and the coming judgment. This celestial sign will be unmistakable, reminding people of God’s power.)
Psalm 148.3 Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. (Even the celestial bodies are called to praise God. The sun, moon, and stars point to their Creator, and their very existence is a testament to His greatness and glory.)
2 Peter 3.10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. (Peter warns that the Day of the Lord will be marked by dramatic cosmic events. The heavens will be transformed, and these signs will accompany the final judgment, calling all to repentance.)
Joshua 10.13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. (This miraculous event, where the sun and moon stood still, demonstrates God’s control over the natural world. The skies were altered in response to the needs of God’s people, showing His power to intervene in extraordinary ways.)
Isaiah 30.26 Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound. (Isaiah speaks of a future time when the celestial lights will be brighter as a sign of God’s healing and restoration. These cosmic signs reflect God’s grace and mercy toward His people.)
Job 38.33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth? (God challenges Job with the complexity and power of the heavens. This rhetorical question reminds us that the celestial bodies follow divine laws, serving as a reflection of God’s sovereign rule over the universe.)
Habakkuk 3.11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. (Habakkuk recounts how God’s intervention even affected the movement of the sun and moon. This dramatic cosmic event demonstrates God’s control over both nature and history.)
Revelation 6.13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. (In the vision of Revelation, the falling stars symbolize cosmic upheaval as part of the end times. This event serves as a powerful sign of the coming judgment, calling people to repentance.)
Malachi 4.2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. (Malachi speaks of the sun as a symbol of righteousness and healing. This verse offers hope that God’s intervention will bring healing and restoration to His people, with the sun serving as a sign of His grace.)
https://prayerlit.com/bible-verses-about-signs-in-the-sky/
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* This star, meant to shine in the star as an attestation to the glory of God, falls.

** The star that falls is poisonous (capable of harming or killing by poison). The 3rd trumpet star, called Wormwood, poisons the freshwater supply, bringing death to many. This symbolizes the bitterness of judgment and the consequences of sin.
As a result of the fall of the star from heaven, the water necessary for life becomes harmful and poisoned (destructive, fatal; a substance that inhibits another substance or a reaction). This Biblically could be referring to the promise in Daniel 12.3 (And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.) where a star meant to shine the glory of God falls (as Satan fell from his heavenly place -- Isaiah 14.12) and poisons the living water meant for sustenance but now making it harmful and even deadly.
This judgment is against those who turned away from the living waters, as the necessity for life, water, is taken away.  John 4.10-14 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 11The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 12Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 14But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
After the third trumpet, the fresh waters of the earth will become polluted and poisonous, causing many to die.  Yet after six trumpet plagues, people will still not repent of their destructive sins (Revelation 9:20-21). Even after the seventh trumpet, which will signal Jesus’ return, most of the people on earth will continue to resist Him and God will respond with seven catastrophic “bowls of wrath” (Revelation 16:1-6). Two of these will also involve water. 

*** This judgment echoes the ninth plague of darkness in Egypt (Exodus 10.21-23). It demonstrates God’s power over the cosmos and intensifies fear and despair.
Ezek. 32.7-10 And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 8All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. 9I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou hast not known. 10Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish my sword before them; and they shall tremble at every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall.
Ezek. 32.15 When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am the LORD.

Observations on the first four trumpets.
These first four trumpets reveal the severity of God’s judgment. He attacks all the ordinary means of subsistence, such as food and water; and He attacks all the ordinary means of comfort, and knowledge, such as light and the regular rhythm of days. The earth, seas, water, and sky are all affected by the first four judgments. These are all the things required for life, and God is affecting these things as judgment for those who have rejected him.

Man has come to see these aspects of the created order as impersonal, perpetual forces. During the great tribulation, God proclaims His Lordship through their agonizing disruption.
We know the great humility that comes upon men in the midst of something like an earthquake, because they know that “nature” is not as reliable as they had thought. With these four trumpets, that effect will be multiplied greatly.
The first four trumpets also reveal the mercy of God’s judgment; these are partial judgments striking only one-third, and are meant to warn and lead a rebellious world to repentance before the final curtain. For now, God spares more than He smites.

In the middle of judgment, God pauses. He decides to give additional warning of what is to come and at the same time give people an opportunity to repent... He brings judgment because he is a just God. In order for God to be who he is, he must judge sin. Yet even in the judging process, God offers opportunity for repentance because that is his heart.[endnoteRef:7] [7:   (https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-are-the-seven-trumpets-in-revelation.html)
] 


First Trumpet: Hail and fire mixed with blood destroy one-third of trees and all green grass (Revelation 8:7). This devastates agriculture.
Second Trumpet: A burning mountain turns one-third of the sea to blood, killing marine life and disrupting trade routes (Revelation 8:8-9).
Third Trumpet: The star Wormwood poisons one-third of fresh water sources. Many die from drinking bitter water (Revelation 8:10-11).
Fourth Trumpet: One-third of sunlight, moonlight, and starlight are darkened (Revelation 8:12). Darkness covers parts of creation.
Each trumpet reflects divine wrath but also calls for repentance. God’s protection over His people remains evident even amid chaos.

A solemn warning follows these judgments. An angel cries out a triple “Woe!” to those on earth because greater trials are coming with the next three trumpets (Revelation 8:13).

This chapter highlights themes of judgment, worship through prayer, and God’s sovereign control over creation’s fate while urging repentance before His final return.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  https://answeredfaith.com/revelation-chapter-8-summary/
] 


Exodus 14.14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

· God is fighting for those who live in relationship with Him as our Savior. The presence of God defeats sin (as in the 70th week of Daniel in Daniel 9.24): finishes transgression [to finish such transgression, is expressed by a word (לכלא) which denotes universality, to cancel, or annihilate.]; puts an end to sin; atones for wickedness while  brings in everlasting righteousness; seals up (2856. חָתַם chatham, khaw-tham´; a primitive root; to close up; especially to seal:—make an end, mark, seal (up), stop) vision & prophesy; and anoints the most holy place).  See Footnote [endnoteRef:9] for Scriptures that show God is ABLE to do what He promised in Daniel 9.24, and His plan is to do it in you before the judgment of the world as He allows people to choose and honors their choices.  [9:  
We are constantly being reminded that God is still all-powerful; and that He still desires to be involved with us.
The relationship between the trumpet judgments and the Hebrew plagues are meant to remind God’s people that He is still in charge. 
God, in response to the prayers of the martyrs who were killed, vindicates His people with the blowing of the trumpets. God is judging the people of the earth and bringing vindication for his people all in one. (Rev 6.9-10  9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?)
Punishment is not really a motivator to bring people to repentance; this is not usually God’s way (Romans 2.4 – it is His KINDNESS that leads to TRUE repentance/change!).
God’s actions reinforce Who He is; therefore, the plagues and judgment trumpets tell us something about His character. Thus, the trumpets are no exception: He acted in that precise way to prove His power, judgment against sin, love for His people, and sovereignty and justice.
The plagues and judgments show God’s power to put an end to sin, finish transgression, atone for wickedness, bring in everlasting righteousness, seal up vision and prophesy and anoint the most holy place (Dan 9.24), while at the same time protecting us from the fiery darts of the enemy that seek to destroy our soul and spirit (And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5.23)
God’s wrath is directed toward the things and powers that have resulted in the enslavement of His people, and demonstrate His power to keep those committed to Him ( For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. 2 Timothy 1.12) (Jude 20-25 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.) 
The plagues and the trumpets in Revelation are punishment and vengeance to a sinful world but also a sign of awe and wonder to those who have chosen Christ as their Savior. 
God’s sovereignty, power and care for His people will be declared and made known to the whole world and comfort His people through His ability to finish transgression, put an end to sin, atone for wickedness, bring in everlasting righteousness, seal up vision and prophesy and anoint the most holy place (Daniel 9.24).
Ex. 9.13 – 16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 16And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.
The judgments in Revelation correspond with Exodus because that same principle is being proclaimed: that God is mighty and His glory will be proclaimed and displayed through the earth, including intensified and horrific judgments on the earth in the future, and most notably His power to finish transgression, put an end to sin, atone for wickedness, bring in everlasting righteousness, seal up vision and prophesy and anoint the most holy place (Daniel 9.24).
] 



Application Questions:

1.  	Am I freely drinking of the living water, and when judgment comes against the waters, and against those who have not chosen Christ, have I already allowed the presence of the Living Water in me to carry me through? How do I need to demonstrate my trust in Him when tribulations/trials come? (See John 16.33 AMP I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace and confidence. In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain, undaunted]! For I have overcome the world. [I have deprived it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you.])

2.	Do I already know Him as LORD (see Ezekiel 32.15) so that when there are signs in the heavens, I can remember that He told me these things so that I can look up and lift up my head, knowing my redemption draws near and the kingdom of God is nigh at hand? Am I short sighted or do I remember His Word?
· (Luke 21.25-33 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.)

IV.  Then John beheld an angel/eagle flying through the midst of heaven, screaming, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!”

Revelation 8.13 And I beheld, and heard an angel* flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!**

*The first thing to understand is the Greek word aggelos, translated angel in the King James Version of Rev. 8:13 literally means “a messenger”. Although it’s almost always translated angel, theoretically the messenger could be an eagle. Several other translations use the word eagle there deriving their authority from older Greek texts that show the word to be aetos, which means eagle.
If aetos is the correct word, an interesting possibility occurs. This word only appears 5 times in the New Testament. In Matt.24:28 and the parallel passage in Luke 17:37 it’s translated vulture. The three times it’s translated eagle are all in Revelation and this is where it gets interesting. In Rev. 4:7 one of the Cherubim is described as being like a flying eagle: 7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. Then there’s this reference in Rev. 8:13. The final one is in Rev. 12:14 (14And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.) where the woman, representing the remnant of Israel, will be given the wings of a great eagle to escape into the desert at the beginning of the Great Tribulation.
Put these together and you have a pretty good circumstantial case that the eagle in Rev. 8:13 could be the 4th Cherub sent from the throne of God to warn the world of the coming judgments, and also to help Israel make its supernatural escape from Satan later on. If this is the case it’s easier to justify the KJV use of angel instead of eagle, since the Cherubim are heavenly beings and could be considered to be part of the angelic ranks.

**The first four trumpets are God removing just a fraction of what He gifts us as a final warning to those who have not chosen His gifts. Now there is going to be a shift; starting with the fifth trumpet demonic torment is going to be released. With the realization, an angel flies through the midst of heaven, shouting, WOE WOE WOE. First God has revealed in a fractional measure what you did not freely choose; now, he reveals, also in a measured faction, what those have freely chosen.  

After the first four trumpets, Revelation shifts to describe the final three trumpets as “woes” (Revelation 8.13), indicating even greater severity. The fifth trumpet unleashes demonic torment: “And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit… Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth” (Revelation 9.2-3). These locusts are not natural insects but demonic beings, tormenting humanity with pain like the sting of a scorpion.

Application Questions:

1.  Have I lived in victory over the enemy of my soul, not choosing him so that when he is unleased on the world as their choice, my choice has positioned me as an overcomer?

2.  How am I choosing Christ daily? Is there any way, any way at all, where I am choosing the way of the enemy of my soul? 

3.  Have I taken the time to Examine [myself], whether [I] be in the faith; prove [my]  own self? Do I NOT Know [my] own sel[f], how that Jesus Christ is in [me], except [I] be reprobate*? (2 Corinthians 13.5)  (CASTAWAY KJV translation of Greek adokimos, referring to battle-testing of soldiers, qualifications for office, or testing of metals to make sure they are genuine. For more study on this word castaway/reprobate [adokimos – unqualified and dokimos – qualified] see Footnote [endnoteRef:10]. [10: CASTAWAY KJV translation of Greek adokimos, referring to battle-testing of soldiers, qualifications for office, or testing of metals to make sure they are genuine. Paul used his own example of personal discipline to ensure that his preaching proved true in life as a call to others to do the same (1 Cor. 9.27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.[Same Greek word adokimos). He did not want to be cast away as impure metal or disqualified as an unworthy soldier or candidate. Paul played on the words dokimos, “qualified,” and adokimos, “disqualified,” in 2 Cor. 13.5-7. The Corinthians demanded a test or proof that Christ spoke through him (v. 3). Paul turned the argument on them, saying they needed to prove themselves that they had not failed the test of Christ and become reprobates. He hoped the Corinthians would recognize in Paul’s life that he had not failed the test and was thus not a reprobate. He prayed the Corinthians would not do wrong, not to prove himself qualified but so that the Corinthians would do what was right even if Paul proved to be unqualified.
	Paul warned Timothy of evil persons in evil times with people resisting the truth, having corrupt minds, and being unqualified in the faith (2 Tim. 3.8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.). Similarly, he wrote Titus of persons professing to know God but unqualified in good works (Titus 1.16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.). With similar purpose, Hebrews compares people to ground which bears thorns and briers and is thus unqualified and fails to pass the test (Heb. 6.8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.).
] 

.
4.  As I am being battle-tested for qualifications for office, or to be tested as gold that I am genuine, in WHAT AREAS could I be cast away as impure metal or disqualified as an unworthy soldier or candidate? 

5.  HOW am I qualified in the faith? HOW AM I qualified in good works?

6.  WHAT thorns and briers are hindering my qualification to pass the test (Heb 6.8) as below?

Subject Sentence(s):

Before the seventh seal is opened there is silence in heaven: a sacred space for us to meet God, hear His voice, and reflect on His divine purposes. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. (Psalm 46.10)  To remind us of the importance of trust, patience, and surrender to God’s timing, especially during times of waiting or uncertainty. This brief pause is a gentle reminder that in your spiritual battles and life’s trials, there is time for prayer, contemplation and preparation, to fortify your faith and endure with hope. When the first four trumpets sound, God removes just a fraction of what He gifts us, signaling a final warning to those who have not chosen His gifts and giving them time to receive them. And then there is a shift: starting with the fifth trumpet, demonic torment is going to be released. An angel flies through the midst of heaven, shouting, WOE WOE WOE. First, God revealed in a fractional measure the removal of the things that belong to Him that people did not freely choose; now, He will reveal, also in a measured faction, by not choosing Christ what they have actually freely chosen as demonic torment is (fractionally) released.   

Aim: This passage would cause me to 
· Be still and know that He is God and WILL BE EXALTED and every knee will bow;
· Trust and be patient in God’s timing, praying and fortifying my faith and endurance with hope;
· Watch... therefore, and pray always, that [I] may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. (Luke 21.36)
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