Revelation 9A Second Half 
Foundation, Recap and Outline

Revelation
· [bookmark: 5.4.370-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.19-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.560-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.562-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.559-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.127-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.291-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.91-2.13]The book of Revelation is the capstone of God’s revelation to man. It is not an independent document disconnected from the rest of Scripture and intended only for the angels of the seven churches.[endnoteRef:1]  It is not constrained to dealing only with the events of the readers of John’s day. It is hugely important to understand how interwoven its contents are with inspired writings which precede it in the canon of Scripture.  [1:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/intro/parallels.html#2.13.1
] 

· [bookmark: 5.4.713-2.13]Beyond this book, nothing more has been revealed by God to His Church for over 1900 years. Therefore, the wise reader will keep the following points in mind:
1. [bookmark: 5.4.252-2.13]The book of Revelation is not a “head without a body.” It is intimately connected with the previous revelation of God, especially promises and predictions which have not yet found fulfillment.
2. The book of Revelation is God’s message to His people intended to guide them during the entire period from the departure of Christ through the day of Christ’s return.
· [bookmark: 5.4.293-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.719-2.13]We make the mistake of “truncating” God’s message when we fail to interpret its contents within the broad continuum of God’s revelation to man and His historical work upon the earth.
· [bookmark: 5.4.642-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.46-2.13]Since the book of Revelation describes events during the final rejection of God by the world prior to the coming of Jesus Christ, we should expect these events to also appear elsewhere in the Scriptures because of their great importance. And indeed they do. These related passages and themes bear upon a sound interpretation of the book of Revelation. Without an understanding of these related passages and themes, it becomes difficult—even problematic—to understand the events conveyed by John in this final book of Scripture.
· [bookmark: 5.4.329-2.13][bookmark: 5.4.353-2.13][bookmark: 2.13.1][bookmark: Trouble%20Ahead]We are going to look at an overview of some of the major parallels between the book of Revelation and key passages elsewhere in Scripture. But there are literally hundreds of passages throughout the Bible which are connected to the book of Revelation. Many will start to make sense as we connect the pieces and they come to light [but we study them knowing many have spent their lives studying and trying to decipher these connections and found areas of obscurity enough to not be able to come into agreement with their studies].

Premise: Trouble Ahead: the arrival of God’s Kingdom on earth is characterized by conflict and judgment.
· [bookmark: 5.4.642-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.332-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.719-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.59-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.450-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.326-2.13.1]A major theme throughout Scripture is the impending arrival of God’s Kingdom on earth. Although the Kingdom will be a time of great blessing, peace, and prosperity upon the earth, Scripture reveals that the arrival of God’s Kingdom on earth is characterized by conflict and judgment.
· [bookmark: 5.4.370-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.522-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.127-2.13.1]For example, but without limitation, Psalm 2.1-9 records the general opposition of man to the rule of God, especially by the leaders of men. The divine response to this rejection includes wrath and a promise that Jesus will ‘break them’ and ‘dash them.’ These are not terms describing gradual Christian conversion and enlightenment which will one day encircle the globe as men continually turn to God. Rather, this psalm describes the radical intervention by God into human history to overthrow the rejection of His King. See Endnote[endnoteRef:2]  for full verses. [2:  Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure: “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree:” The LORD has said to Me, “You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your  inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.” (Psalms 2:1-9)
] 


Premise: Tribulation
· [bookmark: 5.4.144-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.637-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.12-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.177-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.216-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.215-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.202-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.307-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.385-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.668-2.13.1]As in previous dispensational tests of mankind (e.g., Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, mankind prior to the flood of Noah, Israel’s rejection of Messiah at the First Coming of Christ) this age will also end in trouble. The Scriptures frequently describe the events attending this period using the term tribulation.
· [bookmark: 10388][bookmark: 10390][bookmark: 10392][bookmark: 10394][bookmark: 10396][bookmark: 10398][bookmark: 10400][bookmark: 10402][bookmark: 5.4.562-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.559-2.13.1][bookmark: 10404][bookmark: 10406]The term tribulation is used in several different ways in Scripture. It is used in a non-technical, non-eschatological sense in reference to any time of suffering or testing into which one goes, as It is so used in Matthew 13:21; Mark 4:17; John 16:33; Romans 5:3; 12:12; 2 Corinthians 1:4; 2 Thessalonians 1:4; Revelation 1:8-9. See Endnote[endnoteRef:3] for full verses. It is also used in its technical or eschatological sense in reference to all or some of the seven years of tribulation, as in Revelation 2:22,  Matthew 24:29 and Matthew 24.21. See Endnote[endnoteRef:4] for full verses.  [3:  Matthew 13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.
Mark 4:17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended.
John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
Romans 12:12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
2Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
2Thessalonians 1:4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:
Revelation 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.
Revelation 1:9   I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
]  [4:  Revelation 2:22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
] 

· [bookmark: 5.4.129-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.658-2.13.1][bookmark: 5.4.670-2.13.1][bookmark: 9468]Several well-known titles are applied by Scripture to this coming particular period of trouble: the Day of the Lord,* the Time of Jacob’s Trouble,** and the Great Tribulation.*** We will be covering the Day of the Lord in this lesson, the 70 Weeks of Daniel in Chapter 11, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble in Revelation 12, and the Great Tribulation (the particular time of Tribulation that precedes the Messianic Kingdom on Earth) we have been covering since Revelation 6 and it will go right through Revelation 18.

[bookmark: 10430]* The Day of the Lord in Zephaniah 1:14-17  14The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

[bookmark: 10432]** The Time of Jacob’s Trouble in Jeremiah 30:7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it., 

[bookmark: 10434][bookmark: 10436][bookmark: 10438][bookmark: 10440]*** The Great Tribulation in Daniel 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.  [Jesus’ Great Tribulation statements in Matthew 24:21, 29 were a reference to Daniel 12:1, indicating that Daniel is referring to the Great Tribulation.] 

[bookmark: 5.4.553-2.13.1][bookmark: 10442][bookmark: 10444]NOTE: The Hebrew scholars who produced the Septuagint used the Greek word for tribulation to translate this Hebrew word for trouble in Zephaniah 1:15 and Daniel 12:1 above, showing they understood that both the Day of the Lord and the Great Tribulation will be characterized by tribulation.
[bookmark: 2.13.2][bookmark: Jewish%20Rabbinical%20Thought]
Supplement to Revelation Bible Study, Study of Matthew 24 and How It Relates to the Book of Revelation. 
This Supplemental study is a wonderful in-depth study and is imperative to understand as to how it relates to the Book of Revelation (as are many other side studies). I will present some of these studies as Supplements (as a separate handout) in order to stay on track with the Book of Revelation Bible Study, I will make note of several take-aways or premises obtained from the Matthew 24 Supplement.[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  Much of this is from https://beyondleftbehind.com/jesus-on-end-times/
] 


Premise: The Olivet Discourse recorded in Matthew 24-25, Mark 13 and Luke 21 is a private conversation Jesus had with His disciples shortly before He was crucified, while looking across at the Temple. It lays out the foundational framework for understanding end times events from His followers’ perspective. 
· The discourse began after Matthew 23, when Jesus was speaking to the multitude and to His disciples (Matthew 23.1) exposing the errancy of the scribes and Pharisees. 
You must begin by seeing the context with Matthew 23 in the Supplement, and what Jesus declared in the Temple in Matthew 23. Then, Matthew 24.1 says He went out, and departed from the temple... The disciples were dumbfounded at what Jesus had taught them in Matthew 23. They were probably a little awkward. They came to Jesus to show him the buildings of the temple they admired. And Jesus told them starkly in Matthew 24.2: See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
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· This is what prompted the private questions the disciples had for Jesus as He sat upon the mount of Olives, (v3). The disciples came unto Him privately asking:  Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  (Matthew 24:3). Jesus responded with the most detailed prophetic teaching of His ministry, outlining events from their immediate future through His return.
· Recognizing this audience is essential for proper interpretation. Jesus wasn’t addressing the Jewish nation that would largely reject Him, but His own followers who called Him Lord,  His disciples and their spiritual descendants. Jesus was not speaking to the Jewish crowds or religious leaders, but this was an intimate teaching session with His closest followers. These men had left everything to follow Christ, were commissioned as apostles, and would become the foundation of the Church. This crucial detail cannot be overlooked when interpreting who will experience the tribulation.  

· When He says “you will be handed over to tribulation” (Matthew 24:9), He is directing that statement to them. (Traditional pre-tribulation teaching must force the claim Jesus addressed Jews to maintain their belief that Christians escape tribulation, but the text clearly shows Jesus preparing His followers for what they would face. Jesus is talking about His followers’ experiences during the tribulation period leading up to His return and their gathering to Him. The entire discourse addresses what believers will face, not what happens to unbelieving Israel.)
· When Jesus says “you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9), this specifically describes Christian persecution. Jews have faced hatred for many reasons throughout history, but hatred specifically “for My name’s sake” defines the experience of those who follow Christ. The promise that “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world” (Matthew 24:14) refers to the Church’s mission.

Premise: Jesus provided the framework through the Church’s rapture while Revelation continues the story. 
· This posture explains why Jesus never mentioned elements like the 144,000, the Two Witnesses, or bowl judgments.[endnoteRef:6] He gave His disciples what they needed, their timeline. In other words, some teachers state that since Jesus was addressing His disciples privately about their experience and answering His disciples’ specific questions about what they should expect (Matthew 24.3), He focused on events through the Church’s gathering, not what happens afterward.[endnoteRef:7]  Then John completes the picture with the divinely inspired book of Revelation, revealing what happens after the Church’s departure.[endnoteRef:8]  [6:  Kenneth Roeloffs, author of Beyond Left Behind.
]  [7:  Supra. Also see https://beyondleftbehind.com/beyond-left-behind-explained/ where the hypothesis of a 14-year tribulation is explained. 
]  [8:  Supra.
] 


Premise:  Jesus distinguishes between recognizing seasons and calculating dates. This protects believers from deception while maintaining appropriate urgency.
· During His earthly ministry, Jesus stated He did not know the day or hour of His return. Jesus declared, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only” (Matthew 24:36). This statement comes immediately after Jesus taught His disciples a specific sequence of events they would experience before His return. (Deception, wars, persecution, cosmic signs, and finally His visible coming to gather the elect.) The Greek word “oida” implies inherent knowledge, suggesting Jesus was stating His voluntary limitation of not knowing the day nor hour while incarnate. This reflects the mystery of the incarnation.[endnoteRef:9] Since this choice was for His time on earth, after His resurrection and ascension, Christ as the omniscient God knows all things without that restriction. [9:  Jesus not knowing the day nor hour of His return in his role as Redeemer shows his true humanity, shows how he lived for us and for our salvation. As Hilary says, “the Lord removed the weight of our anxiety by saying that no one knows that day” (Matthew 26.4).
As Jesus himself told his disciples, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority” (Acts 1:7). And Christ likewise chose to not know the day and the hour.
We Must Read the Bible Contextually
When Hilary accused the Arians of not reading the Bible in context, Hilary meant that the Arians read Matthew 24:36 in isolation from the whole Bible. They read this verse as if it the rest of the Bible’s teaching on Christ did not matter. Hilary says we must not do that because God inspired the whole Bible to teach us about Christ.
While Matthew 24 does not go at length to teach on the two natures of Christ, other parts of Scripture do. And we must read the whole Bible’s context to ensure we understand its parts. To read only the few verses around Matthew 24:36 would be to read Scripture apart from its context. That is how the Arians, claims Hilary, deceived uneducated people.
Christians know, however, that Scripture interprets Scripture. And the whole Bible teaches that Christ is both God and man. And in what Paul calls “the mystery of godliness,” the eternal God “was manifested in the flesh” (1 Tim 3:16). And precisely because God the Son was manifest in the flesh, “the man Christ Jesus” became the “one mediator between God and men” (1 Tim 2:4).
When Jesus did not know the day and the hour in Matthew 24:36, he showed His decision so that he could become our great high priest—our mediator. “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:4).
Because of so many false doctrines that deny the deity of Christ, purporting that He became human to show us what we ourselves are capable of (making ourselves equal with God, the very thing that the Scribes and Pharisees accused Jesus of incidentally, and the very thing Satan wanted to do), I recommend a thorough and Biblical study on the Deity of Christ. We actually covered this subject in our class The Immoveable Unshakeable Tenets of the Faith, specifically in Lesson 3: https://karenbudzinski.com/lesson-3-tenets-of-the-faith-diety-of-christ/  and in the attacks on the deity of Christ found here: https://karenbudzinski.com/lesson-12-attacks-on-faith-doct/.
Hebrews 13.8 Jesus Christ THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER.
https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/detrinitate/why-doesnt-jesus-know-the-day-and-the-hour-in-matthew-2436/
] 

· This voluntary earthly limitation teaches dependence on the Father and warns against date-setting while encouraging watchfulness for the signs Jesus clearly provided. 
· This balance allows preparation without presumption, watchfulness without date-setting. This prevents the date-setting that has repeatedly embarrassed Christianity. It maintains urgency since Christ could return within any generation. It focuses believers on faithful living rather than calendar calculations. Once the timeline begins with the antichrist’s covenant (scholars range from 7 to 14 years), events unfold predictably, but the initiation date remains hidden.
· This also makes us realize that if Jesus Himself chose not to know the exact day and time, it isn’t something we should be focused on, but we should rather seek to focus on the things He clearly instructed us to be focused on! Remember, this statement immediately follows Jesus’ detailed description of signs and sequences leading to His return. He’s not contradicting Himself by saying the events are unknowable or random after explaining them carefully. Just as people recognize summer’s approach by observing trees but cannot predict the exact moment a specific leaf will appear, believers can recognize end times signs without knowing the precise moment. Jesus provided clear signs and sequences. While the starting date remains hidden, [a] timeline unfolds predictably once initiated by the antichrist’s covenant.
· Note: The Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25, Mark 13 and Luke 21) provided specific, observable signs that would indicate His return is near, progressing from general birth pains to unmistakable cosmic events. The initial signs include false messiahs, wars between nations, famines, and earthquakes, which Jesus called “the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:8). These intensify into persecution of believers “for My name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9), the abomination of desolation in the temple (Matthew 24:15), and unprecedented tribulation (Matthew 24:21). The climactic signs are cosmic: “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven” (Matthew 24:29). Jesus emphasized these aren’t vague spiritualized events but observable phenomena that His followers can recognize, providing confidence without enabling date-setting.
· It is noteworthy that the abomination that worketh desolation had been warned about extensively in the Scriptures with warnings as to what to do about it in our homes. I did a four-part study on this several years ago and it is worth presenting it as a Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Abomination that Worketh Desolation with this lesson.
· Note: Matthew 24:29-31 29Immediately [Greek = eutheos] after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.[endnoteRef:10]  [Note: Jesus explicitly taught that His return and the gathering of the elect occur immediately after the tribulation of those days, not before it begins. This allows no gap for a seven-year tribulation between cosmic signs and gathering. Traditional pre-tribulation teaching must often contradict Jesus’ clear chronological markers.] [10:  It is important to note that every part of Jesus’ statement in verse 31 comes from Old Testament statements that relate exclusively to Israel, not the church. Jesus indicated that at His Second Coming, He will send His angels to gather His elect. God called Israel His “elect” (Isa. 45:4; cf. Dt. 7:6).
Jesus said that His angels will gather His elect “from the four winds.” God warned Israel that, because of its rebellion, He would scatter them into “all the winds” (Ezek. 5:10). Later He declared that He did scatter them abroad “like the four winds of heaven” (Zech. 2:6). God also promised that in the future, He will gather them together “from the four corners of the earth” (Isa. 11:12)—from the east, west, north, and south (Isa. 43:5–6).
Jesus declared that His angels will gather His elect “from one end of heaven to the other” (v. 31). God asserted that, in the future, if any of the people of Israel be scattered to the farthest parts under heaven, even from there He will gather them (Dt. 30:4).
Jesus signified that His angels will gather His elect “with a great sound of a trumpet” (v. 31). God promised that, in the future, the people of Israel will be gathered when “the great trumpet will be blown” (Isa. 27:12–13).
https://israelmyglory.org/article/the-time-of-jacobs-trouble/
There will be a Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant to Israel handout in Lesson 12.
] 

· “...this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled” (Matthew 24:34). Jesus’ statement “this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled” (Matthew 24:34) refers to the generation that witnesses the beginning of the signs, not His immediate audience. This crucial interpretive point has often caused much confusion. The Greek word “genea” can mean a literal generation (40-80 years) or a type of people: context determines which. Since Jesus had just described events including the abomination of desolation and cosmic signs that didn’t occur in the first century, He cannot mean His immediate listeners. Instead, He means the generation that sees these signs begin will also see their completion.

Premise: We do need to consider that Jesus presented to his disciples’ tribulation as something believers experience, not escape. 
· He instructed about endurance: “He who endures to the end shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). 
· He promised divine limitation: “Unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved” (Matthew 24:22). God’s purpose through the tribulation is global gospel witness (Matthew 24:14) while proving believers serve Him from love, not merely for protection. 
· Jesus prepared His followers to face tribulation faithfully, not to expect removal before it begins. We can’t ignore some of these obvious references as we consider a Biblically-centered view on end times. 
· Jesus gives specific instructions for behavior during tribulation: fleeing when seeing the abomination (Matthew 24:16), praying flight isn’t in winter (Matthew 24:20), and enduring to the end (Matthew 24:13). These instructions make sense only if His followers will be present. The discourse describes the Church’s experience through tribulation until Christ returns to gather “His elect” (Matthew 24:31), referring to all believers whether Jewish or Gentile.
· Throughout Matthew 24, we clearly see that Jesus uses the second person “you:” addressing His disciples as representatives of all believers: “See that no one deceives you” (verse 4), “You will hear of wars” (verse 6), “They will deliver you up to tribulation” (verse 9), “When you see the abomination” (verse 15). He’s not speaking hypothetically about others but directly about their spiritual descendants’ experiences.
· Note: Matthew 24 is about Christians, though Jesus makes a geographic distinction for Jewish believers who will be in Judea during the abomination of desolation. This issue is often confused unless you examine Jesus’ actual words and audience.[endnoteRef:11] [11:  While the chapter primarily addresses believers’ experiences, as proven by persecution coming specifically “for My name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9) and the mission to preach “this gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 24:14). However, Jesus does make one geographic directive without specification being limited to His disciples: “Then let those (not limited to the “you” previously talked about) who are in Judea flee to the mountains” (Matthew 24:16). This doesn’t shift the entire discourse to Jews but provides specific instructions for believers to know that any one (“those” in that region when the abomination occurs) should flee to the mountains. 

Since the disciples of Jesus were mostly Galileans, not Judeans, if He meant only them, He would warn about Galilee. Instead, He distinguishes between “you” (His disciples and spiritual descendants anywhere) and “those who are in Judea” (people in a specific location). The discourse encompasses all believers’ experiences, with particular warnings for them to know that when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. (Luke 21.20) And When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) (Matthew 24.15) This honors both the universal and particular elements of Jesus’ teaching.

This itself was interesting because typically people found refuge in the city and not on the mountaintop where they would be visible and vulnerable. Later it was found that the mountain referred to was Pella. (Eusebius H. E. iii. 5).
A well-known commentary confirmed that this commandment was in total opposition to what was held and strongly maintained during actual sieges by the Jews, who prudently held that they should stay together in the city. Bengel’s Gnoman, a commentary, stated that this command is in opposition to the persuasion pertinaciously maintained during the actual siege by the carnal prudence of the Jews. 
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/matthew/24-16.htm
] 


Premise: Jesus’ Olivet Discourse aligns perfectly with Revelation through precise parallel events, confirming both describe the same end times sequence from complementary perspectives. 
· The correlation is exact: Jesus’ false Christs (Matthew 24:5) match Revelation’s first seal rider (Revelation 6:2). Wars and rumors of wars (Matthew 24:6) parallel the second seal removing peace (Revelation 6:3-4). Famines (Matthew 24:7) align with the third seal’s scarcity (Revelation 6:5-6). Pestilences and death (Luke 21:11) match the fourth seal’s widespread mortality (Revelation 6:7-8). The persecution Jesus predicted (Matthew 24:9) appears in the fifth seal’s martyrs (Revelation 6:9-11). Most conclusively, the cosmic signs Jesus described (Matthew 24:29) appear identically at the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12-14). The alignment is too precise for coincidence, confirming divine orchestration of progressive revelation, regardless of how many years the timeline reflects.[endnoteRef:12] [12:  Supra. Teachings differ on the timeline of the tribulation. Some believe, particularly Kenneth Roeloffs, author of Beyond Left Behind, that the tribulation could be 14 years, while many Bible teachers believe it is a 7-year timeline. 
] 


Premise: Regardless of our theories about the details of how things will unfold... the reality of these future events should motivate our lives for today.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Dr. John C. Whitcomb is heard weekly on Encounter God’s Truth, a radio and Internet broadcast outreach of Whitcomb Ministries, Inc. He has been a professor of Old Testament and theology for 60 years and is widely recognized as a leading biblical scholar. The book he coauthored with the late Dr. Henry Morris in 1961, The Genesis Flood, has been credited as one of the major catalysts for the modern biblical creationism movement. Dr. Whitcomb’s broadcasts, sermons, lectures and writings are available at SermonAudio.
] 

· Jesus told multiple parables about the end times emphasizing watchfulness, faithfulness, and the unexpected timing of His return[endnoteRef:14] These parables complement the chronological teaching by focusing on spiritual preparedness rather than timeline details. [14:  https://beyondleftbehind.com/jesus-on-end-times/
] 

· The parable of the fig tree (Matthew 24:32-33) teaches recognition of signs: “When you see all these things, know that it is near.” The householder watching for thieves (Matthew 24:43) stresses the importance of being alert. The faithful servant parable (Matthew 24:45-51) warns against presuming delayed return leading to negligent living. The ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) emphasizes maintaining constant consistent spiritual readiness since exact timing remains unknown. The talents parable (Matthew 25:14-30) stresses faithful stewardship until Christ returns. “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:42).
· These parables serve a different purpose other than chronological teaching. While Jesus provided clear sequences and signs, the parables address heart attitude and behavior. They speak against both date-setting complacency (“my master delays his coming”) and panicked unpreparedness (foolish virgins without oil). The parables assume believers will face an extended period requiring endurance, wisdom, and continued service, serving practical purposes rather than focusing on chronological date setting:
· During the tribulation’s first seven years, watchfulness helps believers recognize the abomination of desolation and respond appropriately. 
· It prevents deception by false Christs and maintains spiritual endurance under persecution. 
· Even knowing the general timeline doesn’t eliminate the need for watchfulness since the starting point remains unknown. 
· Jesus balanced providing clear signs with maintaining urgency, ensuring each generation lives prepared for His potential return while working faithfully in His absence.
· I’m with one of the commentors when he said: When I was [younger], I thought I had all the prophecy stuff figured out (I had listened to all kinds of prophecy speakers). As I have gotten older and have actually studied the Bible passages instead of studying the prophecy teachers, I have concluded that I see through the glass darkly. In other words, I can see things from the text of Scripture, and I know that certain things will happen, but I am not certain exactly how it will unfold. The more I study, the more theories I have for how it might fit together [!!!], but I recognize that they are just that- theories. That doesn’t mean I am opposed to studying prophecy or even in presenting some of the theories, but I think too many have a tendency to say, “this is what WILL happen” when they should be saying, “this is how I think it MIGHT possibly happen, but I could be wrong.”
· I love how Whitcomb ended his article: Let us say of Daniel’s book what Peter said of Paul’s letters: “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul [and Daniel], according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures” (2 Pet. 3:14-16).[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Supra.
] 


Premise: Including a full treatment of the Rapture would require us to take a position on its timing—which would distract us from the central message of Revelation: that Christ reigns, that His justice is coming, and that His people are called to endure faithfully. Whether one believes the Rapture comes before or after the Tribulation, the call of Revelation is the same: “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)[endnoteRef:16]  [16:  Richard French, author of Revelation Explained: Verse by Verse
] 

· What is the Rapture?  The rapture refers to the sudden “catching up” of believers to meet Christ in the air. While the word “rapture” doesn’t appear in English Bibles, the concept comes from 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.” This event will happen suddenly and unexpectedly. Jesus described it as coming “like a thief in the night” (Matthew 24:43).
· The rapture serves to:
1. Remove the church before God’s wrath is poured out during the tribulation (1 Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9)
2. Reunite believers with Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
3. Transform believers’ bodies to be like Christ’s glorified body (Philippians 3:20-21)[endnoteRef:17] [17:  https://pretribtruth.com/are-only-a-faithful-remnant-going-to-be-raptured/
] 

· In Lesson 7, we looked at the various “Rapture” positions:
Pretribulational Rapture Position.
Midtribulational Rapture Position. 
Post Tribulational Rapture Position. 
Prewrath Rapture Position. 
Each view has sincere, Bible-loving scholars and pastors defending it. Each view tries to reconcile Paul’s teaching with Jesus’ prophecies in Matthew 24 and the visions of Revelation. I find it particularly interesting that each of the Rapture positions center around where the rapture happens in relation to tribulation or wrath.
· The pre-tribulation rapture view has been a topic of debate among Christians for nearly two centuries. Some critics claim this theology originated with John Nelson Darby in the 1800s, dismissing it as a recent invention. Although Darby played a key role in systematizing and popularizing pre-trib theology, he did not invent the concept from scratch.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  Elements of pre-trib thinking can be found earlier in church history:
The early church father Ephraem of Nisibis (c. 306-373 AD) wrote of the Lord rescuing believers from the coming tribulation
Medieval writers like Pseudo-Ephraem (c. 4th-6th century AD) spoke of Christ returning for the saints before the tribulation
Increase Mather, a Puritan leader in colonial America, wrote in 1726 of Christ coming for believers before “the great and terrible day of the Lord”
While these early writings don’t present a fully-formed pre-trib theology, they show that the concept of believers being rescued before end-times tribulation was not entirely new with Darby.
https://pretribtruth.com/the-origins-of-pre-tribulation-rapture-theology-separating-fact-from-fiction/
] 

· John Nelson Darby (1800-1882) was an Anglo-Irish evangelist and one of the founders of the Plymouth Brethren movement. He played a significant role in developing dispensationalist theology and popularizing pre-tribulation rapture views in the 19th century.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Darby was born in London to Irish parents and had a privileged upbringing. He excelled academically, graduating from Trinity College Dublin in 1819 as a Classical Medalist. Though groomed for a career in law, Darby experienced a spiritual awakening that led him to abandon law and enter ministry. In 1825, he was ordained as a deacon in the Church of England.
As a young clergyman in Ireland, Darby was known for his dedication to teaching Scripture and ministering to the poor. He often worked late into the night instructing peasants in the Bible. His efforts bore fruit, with many Catholics converting to Protestantism under his ministry.
Critics often portray Darby as suddenly inventing pre-trib theology out of thin air. However, the historical evidence paints a different picture. Darby’s views developed gradually through careful Bible study over several years.
Some critics have labeled Darby a “demonic cult leader” to discredit pre-trib theology. This characterization is both inaccurate and unfair.
Darby was a respected Christian leader known for his devotion to Scripture and evangelistic zeal. He was part of the mainstream evangelical movement of his day, not a fringe cult figure. Many prominent Christians spoke highly of Darby’s character and influence:
He was described as “a great and good man, an uncompromising champion for Christ’s glory and God’s truth”
Others called him “one of the most remarkable servants of Christ that this country has produced”
He was known for his “simple and unaffected piety combined with the ripest scholarship”
While Darby had his critics, accusations of demonic influence or cult leadership are baseless slander, not historical fact.
Darby’s approach to developing his theology is important to consider. He was committed to careful, contextual study of Scripture. Darby wrote:
“I do not want you to receive what I say because I say it, but because you find it in the word of God.”
This attitude reflects Darby’s desire to base his theology on Scripture alone, not human tradition or speculation. He arrived at his pre-trib views through intensive Bible study during his convalescence, not by inventing ideas to start a movement.
After developing his views, Darby began teaching them widely through his travels and writings. His ideas gained traction among evangelicals in Britain and North America. Key factors in the spread of pre-trib theology included:
Bible conferences – Darby introduced interdenominational prophecy conferences where believers studied end-times Scripture together
Writings – Darby was a prolific author, penning numerous books and articles explaining his theological system
Personal influence – Darby met with influential Christian leaders like D.L. Moody, helping spread pre-trib ideas
Scofield Reference Bible – C.I. Scofield’s popular study Bible incorporated many of Darby’s interpretations, further popularizing pre-trib views
By the early 20th century, pre-trib theology had become widespread in American evangelicalism through these avenues of influence.
https://pretribtruth.com/the-origins-of-pre-tribulation-rapture-theology-separating-fact-from-fiction/
] 

· Darby’s teaching spread through the Scofield Reference Bible (1909) and became widely embraced in evangelical churches throughout the twentieth century.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  The doctrine of the Rapture was embraced in many evangelical churches, reinforced by Bible institutes, seminaries, and later by books like Hal Lindsey’s The Late Great Planet Earth and the Left Behind series. While popular in evangelicalism, the doctrine has not been widely embraced by Catholic, Orthodox, or historic mainline Protestant traditions, which generally expect a single future return of Christ.  This dispensational framework was genuinely innovative and became the foundation for modern pre-tribulation Rapture theology, though Christians continue to interpret the timing differently.  
https://revelation-explained.com/guide/the-rapture-biblical-history-revelation-explained/
] 

· Ultimately, the validity of pre-trib theology should be evaluated based on Scripture, not its historical origins. Christians can disagree on end-times views while still treating each other with respect and focusing on the core truths of the gospel that unite us.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  Regardless of one’s view on its origins, pre-trib theology should be evaluated based on Scripture, not ad hominem attacks on Darby. Proponents argue the pre-trib view is supported by several biblical lines of evidence:
The imminent nature of Christ’s return in the New Testament
The distinction between Israel and the church in God’s plans
The absence of the church in Revelation 4-19
Jesus’ promise to keep believers from “the hour of trial” (Rev 3:10)
Critics may disagree with these interpretations, but pre-trib theology is based on scriptural arguments, not mere human invention.
While John Nelson Darby played a crucial role in developing and spreading pre-trib theology, portraying him as its sole inventor or a “demonic cult leader” is historically inaccurate. The pre-trib view arose from Darby’s careful study of Scripture, building on earlier Christian concepts of believers being rescued before end-times tribulation.
Ultimately, the validity of pre-trib theology should be evaluated based on Scripture, not its historical origins. Christians can disagree on end-times views while still treating each other with respect and focusing on the core truths of the gospel that unite us.
https://pretribtruth.com/the-origins-of-pre-tribulation-rapture-theology-separating-fact-from-fiction/
] 


With Bible end-times teacher and author Richard French, I made a deliberate decision not to take a strong stand on the Rapture and its timing during our study of Revelation.[endnoteRef:22]  This is not because I reject the idea outright, but because my aim is to help me and others understand the message of Revelation itself without leading us into one of the most debated questions in prophecy. Remember: the pre-tribulation rapture view has been a topic of debate among Christians for nearly two centuries![endnoteRef:23] I’m not going to try to end the debate by trying to force my limited knowledge. Instead, I choose (aligning with French and others) to focus on the certainty of Christ’s return rather than the timing of His gathering of believers. While respectful dialogue on these matters is important, we must always remember that our ultimate hope is in Christ Himself, not in the precise timing of eschatological events.[endnoteRef:24] [22:  Richard French, author of Revelation Explained: Verse by Verse.
]  [23:  https://pretribtruth.com/the-origins-of-pre-tribulation-rapture-theology-separating-fact-from-fiction/
]  [24:  https://pretribtruth.com/the-comfort-argument-in-1-thessalonians-4-a-response-to-servus-christi-8-of-19/
] 


Christians can hold different views on the timing of the Rapture and still stand united in hope, awaiting the day when “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ” (Revelation 11:15). The most important application remains the same regardless of timing: Jesus is coming again. The church’s task is to stay faithful, share the gospel, and be watchful, for “at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man is coming” (Matthew 24:44). Interesting what the results are when people become too focused on date setting and things Jesus didn’t even emphasize: their focus becomes totally distracted from what they are called to be and be doing during the times we can identify and moves instead to trying to support what they believe instead of teaching and being and doing what is clearly stated!

Premise: Rather than focusing energy on eschatological timetables that have divided believers for centuries, Christians can concentrate on faithful witness, spiritual preparedness, and confidence in God’s sovereign purposes.
· Regardless of timing, Revelation calls Christians to faithful endurance and witness. The promise of protection rests on covenant faithfulness—”because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial” (NKJV Revelation 3:10)—not eschatological precision. The emphasis falls on present obedience, not timeline speculation.
· The tribulation saints’ victory comes through “the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death” (NKJV Revelation 12:11). This passage emphasizes martyrdom and witness over escape. Divine limits on suffering provide comfort. Jesus promises shortened days “for the elect’s sake” (NKJV Matthew 24:22), and the beast’s authority is temporary and permitted, not autonomous.
· Believers should avoid escapist theology focusing on avoiding tribulation rather than faithful witness. Date-setting speculation violates Jesus’ clear teaching: “of that day and hour no one knows” (NKJV Matthew 24:36). Such predictions have consistently failed throughout church history, damaging Christian credibility and distracting otherwise powerful Bible teachers as they focus on something they cannot know.
· The appropriate Christian response to the great tribulation combines watchful readiness for Christ’s return with faithful present discipleship, developing spiritual strength rather than debating chronological details. Preparation involves spiritual discipline—strengthening faith, deepening biblical knowledge, building Christian community—not physical stockpiling or timeline speculation. The Philadelphian church’s model— “little strength” but faithfulness despite pressure provides guidance for every generation facing tribulation.
· Although the great tribulation’s exact timing remains debated among faithful Christians, Scripture clearly presents it as a period of unprecedented distress that God sovereignly limits and through which His people emerge victorious. 
· Whether the great tribulation occurred in AD 70, unfolds throughout church history, or awaits future fulfillment, the call remains identical: endure faithfully, maintain testimony, and trust Christ’s victory.

The Day of the Lord

Supplement to Revelation Bible Study, The Day of the Lord and How It Relates to the Book of Revelation. 
This is another Supplemental study is a wonderful in-depth study and is important to see how it relates to the Book of Revelation (as are many other side studies). This Supplement is a separate handout in order to stay on track with the Book of Revelation Bible Study, I will make note of several take-aways or premises obtained from The Day of the Lord Supplement.

Premise: The Day of the Lord refers to God’s special interventions into the course of world events to judge His enemies, accomplish His purpose for history, and thereby demonstrate who He is—the sovereign God of the universe.[endnoteRef:25] [25:  https://revelationstudyguide.org/what-is-the-day-of-the-lord/ and Showers, Maranatha, Our Lord Come, 38.
] 

· The day of the Lord begins with God’s judgment of the earth and its people during the seven-year tribulation (also referred to as a time of trouble or the time of Jacob's trouble.) 

Premise: The Day of the Lord is a Day of Darkness. Yet there are also times where the Day of the Lord is described as an intense darkness followed by a time of incredible blessing. 
· See Supplement on the Day of the Lord for further examples of the dual nature of the Day of the Lord as found in the book of Joel Chapter 3.

Premise: The Day of the Lord is Not ONLY Describing a Single Event. As a day of darkness, the Day of the Lord is not just describing a single event but those times when the Lord brings judgment, which leads to the destruction of the unrepentant.[endnoteRef:26] [26:  https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/32821/is-the-day-of-the-lord-a-particular-day-or-any-visitation
] 

· Similarly, the Battle of Armageddon is also described as taking place on the Great Day of God Almighty.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  Revelation 16:14-16  14For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.  The use of the phrase, that great day of God Almighty, to describe the Battle of Armageddon is a reflection of how during this war the armies of the whole world will be defeated, and the Beast and the False Prophet will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. Accordingly, this phrase is not describing the actual Return of Christ, but, rather, His coming in judgment against the kings of the earth.
] 


Premise: The Day of the Lord Comes as A Thief in the Night.

Premise: Don’t Confuse Types and Antitypes With A Future Day of the Lord Unlike Any Other
· [bookmark: 5.4.357-2.13.3]Among literal interpreters, there is no question that the Day of the Lord is yet future:
· [bookmark: 5.4.276-2.13.3]It entails cataclysmic events and astronomical signs which are not to be taken as mere hyperbole (see Scriptures Referring to the Day of the Lord above).
· [bookmark: 10754][bookmark: 10756][bookmark: 5.4.223-2.13.3][bookmark: 10758]Isaiah 34:1-8 and Obadiah 15 describe a Day of the Lord when God will judge all nations or Gentiles of the world. None of the past Days of the Lord involved divine judgement of all the nations. . . . In light of this, we can conclude that the Day of the Lord of Isaiah 34 and Obadiah must be future. . . . 
· [bookmark: 10760]In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 the Apostle Paul referred to a Day of the Lord that was future beyond the time when he wrote his epistle and that would bring sudden, inescapable destruction upon the unsaved of the world.
· There are too many different titles employed within Scripture to designate this intense time of judgment coming upon the earth to disregard them.[endnoteRef:28] [28:  Following the translation found in the American Standard Version of the 1901 edition, these names include [in the Old Testament]: The Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jer. 30:7); The Seventieth Week (a seven) of Daniel (Dan. 9:27); Jehovah’s Strange Work (Isa. 28:21); Jehovah’s Strange Act (Isa. 28:21); The Day of Israel’s Calamity (Deu. 32:35; Ob. 1:12-14); The Tribulation (Deu. 4:30); The Indignation (Isa. 26:20; Dan. 11:36); The Overflowing Scourge (Isa. 28:15, 18); The Day of Vengeance (Isa. 34:8; 35:4; 61:2); The Year of Recompense (Isa. 34:8); The Time of Trouble (Dan. 12:1; Zep. 1:15); The Day of Wrath (Zep. 1:15); The Day of Distress (Zep. 1:15); The Day of Wasteness (Zep. 1:15); The Day of Desolation (Zep. 1:15); The Day of Darkness (Zep. 1:15; Amos 5:18, 20; Joel 2:2); The Day of Gloominess (Zep. 1:15; Joel 2:2); The Day of Thick Darkness (Zep. 1:15; Joel 2:2); The Day of the Trumpet (Zep. 1:16); The Day of Alarm (Zep. 1:16). The New Testament names and designations include: The Day of the Lord (1Th. 5:2); The Wrath of God (Rev. 15:1, 7; 14:10, 19; 16:1); The Hour of Trial (Rev. 3:10‣); The Great Day of the Wrath of the Lamb of God (Rev. 6:16-17); The Wrath to Come (1Th. 1:10); The Wrath (1Th. 5:9; Rev. 11:18‣); The Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:21; Rev. 2:22; 7:14); The Tribulation (Mat. 24:29); The Hour of Judgment (Rev. 14:7).
] 


Premise: When Does the Day of the Lord Dawn?
· A point of confusion arises when determining when the Day of the Lord begins. Some of the passages concerning this period appear contradictory (partly for the reasons explained above). 
· See Supplement on the Day of the Lord for further considerations on this.

Premise: Certainty versus Uncertainty
· An imminent event is characterized by both certainty and uncertainty:
1. The event is certain to take place. It is not a matter of “if,” but “when.”
2. The timing of the event is uncertain. The event may take place immediately, or it may be delayed indefinitely.
· The writers of Scripture anticipated that many would scoff at the delay in promise of His “soon” coming: “Although Christ’s coming is the next event, it may be delayed so long that people begin to question whether He will ever come:[endnoteRef:29] [29:  John MacArthur, ed., The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville, TN: Word Publishing, 1997).
] 

· Matthew 24:36-39 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
· 2Peter 3:3-4   Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

Premise: Is It Really So Difficult?
[bookmark: 5.4.64-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 5.4.381-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 5.4.473-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 6782][bookmark: 6784][bookmark: 6786][bookmark: 6788][bookmark: 6790]In the end, understanding the book of Revelation is not nearly as mysterious and difficult as many would have us believe. True, it contains some of the more difficult passages of Scripture and we have yet to meet any individual who can claim to have mastered all its depths. Still, the basic framework and intended meaning of the book must be understandable by those who are born-again and search it with zeal, prayer, and a sincere heart. For it to be otherwise would be a denial of God’s ability to communicate to His saints. Perhaps we may not understand every issue, but the parts which are important for us to grasp are imminently within our reach. Jesus Himself said as much (Mat. 11:25; Luke 10:21; Luke 24:25; cf. 2Pe. 1:19; Rev. 1:3).
[bookmark: 5.4.487-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 5.4.713-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 5.4.357-2.7.5.6]If God is the originator of language and if the chief purpose of originating it was to convey His message to humanity, then it must follow that He, being all-wise and all-loving, originated sufficient language to convey all that was in His heart to tell mankind. Furthermore, it must also follow that He would use language and expect people to understand it in its literal, normal, and plain sense.
[bookmark: 5.4.193-2.7.5.6][bookmark: 5.4.614-2.7.5.6]There is little that is really new in the Revelation. Its varied contents are largely an amplification of what is to be found in the preceding scriptures. Each of its figures and symbols are explained if not on its own pages, then somewhere within the compass of the written Word.
There are symbols, but the Bible itself will explain what these symbols mean either by direct statement or through a comparison of the usage of the symbol elsewhere in the Scriptures. The meaning of the symbols will not be determined by speculation.
[bookmark: 2.7.5.7][bookmark: The%20Importance%20of%20Right%20Relation]
Premise: The Importance of Right Relationship
[bookmark: 5.4.638-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.64-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.307-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.127-2.7.5.7]As necessary as familiarity with the Old Testament is to an understanding of the book of Revelation, it is not sufficient. We must add to it a right relationship with the ultimate Author of the book lest we fall prey to the condition of Israel in Isaiah’s day:
[bookmark: 5.4.60-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.152-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.710-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.598-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.182-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.481-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.252-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.537-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.268-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.109-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 5.4.713-2.7.5.7][bookmark: 6805]Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind! They are drunk, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with intoxicating drink. For the LORD has poured out on you the spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes, namely, the prophets; and He has covered your heads, namely, the seers. The whole vision has become to you like the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one who is literate, saying, “Read this, please.” And he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” Then the book is delivered to one who is illiterate, saying, “Read this, please.” And he says, “I am not literate.” Therefore the Lord said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men, therefore, behold, I will again do a marvelous work among this people, a marvelous work and a wonder; for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hidden.” (Isaiah 29:9-14)
We must recognize that our wisdom depends upon God and He will not share intimacy of understanding with those who feign a devotion or whose motivations are impure. Ultimately, it is not knowledge we desire, but God Himself.
[bookmark: 6817]And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)[endnoteRef:30] [30:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/intro/symbols.html#6666
] 


Premise: Motivation for Godly Living: The Present Value of Future Events 
· The Impending Advent is the theme which pervades [the book of Revelation] from its commencement to its close. And just in proportion as he who is awake to the great truth of the Savior’s speedy coming, and is engaged in waiting and preparing himself accordingly, is a better man, and in a safer condition, and really more happy, than the half-Christian and lukewarm;—in that same proportion is he who reads, hears, and keeps the words of this prophecy blessed beyond all other people.[endnoteRef:31] [31:  J. A. Seiss, The Apocalypse: Lectures on the Book of Revelation (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1966), 28.
] 


[bookmark: _Ref218231586]Outline of Book of Revelation with Recap[endnoteRef:32] [32:  Outline is from https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mcgee_j_vernon/notes-outlines/revelation/revelation-outline.cfm, and is by Dr. J. Vernon McGee
] 


Chapter 1: The PERSON of Jesus Christ – Christ in glory[endnoteRef:33] [33:  Supra.] 

	Mainly: Title of the Book (v1), Time the Book covers (v19), Seven stars and seven lampstands (v20)

Chapter 1: Get in the Action!  The ACTIVE Presence of God! See Write Send!
The Revelation OF Jesus TO Jesus given by God to show His servants things which must shortly come to pass, sent and signified to John who bare record of 1) the Word of God, 2) the testimony of Christ, and 3) all things he saw: blessed is he that 1) reads and 2) hears the words of this prophecy and 3) keep those things written here*: for the time is at hand.**
John was exiled for the Word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ and was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and saw, read, heard and kept: and was told: I AM Alpha and Omega. First and Last. SEE; WRITE; SEND to the 7 Churches! 
It has been revealed to John (and now to ME!), as Christ's servant, the things which must shortly come to pass: We bare record as John of: 1) the Word of God; 2) the testimony of Christ; and 3) all things which I have seen. I am blessed that I 1) read; 2) hear the words of His prophecy; and 3) keep those things written*. For the time is at hand.
*"keep" = #5083 = tereo, to guard (from loss or injury, by keeping the eye upon) -- from #2892 (koustodia = custody, Roman sentry, watch); note (a prophecy); fulfill a command; hold fast!
** Matthew 24.32 (& Mark 13.28 & Luke 21.30): Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

Chapter 2: The POSSESSION of Jesus Christ — the church in the world 
	Chapter 2 Mainly: Letter of Christ to churches in Ephesus (vv1-7), Smyrna (vv8-11), Pergamum (vv12-17); Thyatira (vv18-29) 
	
Church of Ephesus: Summary:  I KNOW – thy works, thy labor, thy patience; how you cannot bear them that are evil, you’ve tried them that say they’re apostles and are liars; you’ve borne and had patience and for My Name’s sake have labored and not fainted.  Psalm 24.10 If you faint in the day of adversity your strength is SMALL!  
NEVERTHELESS I have somewhat against thee: You have left your first love.
REMEMBER from where you’ve fallen OR I’ll come quickly and remove your candlestick EXCEPT YOU REPENT.  THIS YOU HAVE: You hate the deeds of Nicolaitans (which I hate).

Church of Smyrna: Faithful Unto Death  Fear not! Be faithful! Receive a Crown of Life! Be an overcomer and not be overcome.  
I know your works and tribulation and poverty (but you’re rich [in spirit]) and I know the blasphemy [around town] of them which say they’re Jews but aren’t – they’re of the synagogue of Satan.
Fear none of the things you’ll suffer – devil will cast some into prison to be tried – you’ll have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful to death and receive a crown of life!
To him that overcomes: he shall not be hurt the second death.

Church of Pergamos: OVERCOME FALSE TEACHINGS or LOSE THE REWARDS of STANDING for CHRIST in OPPOSITION to them. 
Jesus comes with a sword – His Word – to fight those who hold false doctrine causing others to stumble. (Jesus put you here to do this, but if you won’t, He WILL!  You will miss the reward of the overcomer.)
This passage would cause us to not allow false doctrines of things He hates to be a stumblingblock to His children and for us not to allow that without fighting against it. 
Jesus said I know your works, where you dwell (even where Satan’s seat is), and you hold fast My Name and haven’t denied My faith – even amongst a martyr slain among you.
I have a few things against you: (1) you have them that hold doctrine of Balaam who taught Balac to cast a skandalon (#4625 = offense/stumblingblock) to eat things sacrificed to idols and commit fornication, and you hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans which I hate!)
Repent! Or I’ll come to you quickly and fight against them (those that cast stumblingblocks that we have allowed) (1) doctrine of Balaam... idols, fornication, idolatry; & (2) Nicolaitans allowing them to have power over God’s children!! Repent! Or I’ll do the work without you with the sword of My mouth (that I gave YOU to use against those that are taking power over God’s children!)
OVERCOME: I will give to eat of the tree of Life which is in the midst of the paradise of God! (Deal with sin -- sin CANNOT and WILL NOT eat of the tree of Life – it cannot be there!)

Church in Thyatira:  HOLD FAST in the midst of the seduction of this world!!
I know your works and charity and service and faith and patience and thy works – and the last to be more than the first – you’re growing!!!
Notwithstanding I have a few things against you because you ALLOW (let it be, permit, leave alone) Jezebel (false teacher who calls herself a prophetess) to teach – to seduce My servants to commit fornication (#4200 idolatry – cause to go out of the way) and to eat things sacrificed to idols, and I gave her space to repent and she didn’t.
But to you and the rest in Thyratira who haven’t this doctrine and haven’t known the depths of Satan as they speak – I’ll put none other burden on you but that which you have – hold fast til I come! 
He that overcomes and keeps My Word til the end I’ll give: power over the nations. He’ll rule them with a rod of iron – as a potter’s vessel they’ll be broken to shivers as I received of My Father. I’ll give him the morning star. (Revelation 22.16 -- I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.)

Chapter 3: The POSSESSION of Jesus Christ — the church in the world 
	Chapter 3 Mainly: Letter of Christ to churches in Sardis (vv1-6), Philadelphia (vv7-13), Laodicea (vv14-22) 

Church in Sardis: Walk Worthy: Clothed in White!
I know your works: you have a name (#3686 onoma, authority, character) that you live and are DEAD!!) 
Be watchful and strengthen those things that remain and are ready to die – I’ve not found your works perfect before God; REMEMBER how (#4459 pos = how much!) you’ve received and heard – hold fast and repent: if you will not WATCH I’ll come upon you as a THIEF, and you’ll NOT KNOW the hour I’ll come!
There are a few names in Sardis that haven’t defiled their garments: and they’ll walk with Me in white – for they are WORTH-y!   [#514 axios -- deserving, comparable or suitable (as if drawing praise): — due reward!]
He that overcomes shall be clothed in white raiment; I’ll not blot out his name out of the Book of Life but will confess his name before My Father and His angels! He that has an ear HEAR what the Spirit SAYS to the Church!

Church of Philadelphia: HOLD FAST that no man take away your crown.
I know your works: BEHOLD I set before you an OPEN DOOR and no man can shut it – you’ve a little strength and have kept My Word – NOT DENIED My Name (#3686 onoma – character, authority).
Behold I’ll make those that lie (deceive by falsehood) come and worship before your feet and KNOW that I have loved you, BECAUSE you have kept (#5083 tereo – guarded from loss or injury) the Word of My patience (#5281 hupomone – constancy, enduring), I’ll keep (SAME WORD! -- #5083 tereo – guarded from loss or injury) you from the hour of temptation which will come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth.
To him that overcomes I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God and he’ll no more go out and I’ll write upon Him the Name of My God and the city of My God which is New Jerusalem and I’ll write upon him My NEW NAME!

Church of Laodiceans: Turn up the HEAT! How do I know if I am hot #2204 zestos – zealous; fervent)?!
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:...
I counsel you to buy of Me (a) gold tried in the fire that you may be RICH; and (b) WHITE raiment that you may be CLOTHED, and to (c) anoint your eyes with eyesalve that you may SEE!
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten! Therefore: (1) be zealous and (2) repent!
Behold! I stand at the door and KNOCK! (1) HEAR my voice! (2) OPEN the door! And (THEN 3) I will come in to him and sup with him and he with Me! 
To him that overcomes I will grant him to sit with Me in My throne EVEN as I overcame and am set down with My Father in His throne. HEAR what the Spirit of God says to the churches!

Chapter 4: The PROGRAM of Jesus Christ — the scene in heaven (Chapters 4 — 22)
	Chapter 4 Mainly: The church in heaven with Christ; throne of God (vv1-3); 24 Elders (vv4-5); Four living creatures (vv.6-11); Rapture positions covered in footnotes

Chapter 4: Come up here and I will show you things! What Jesus Wants to Show Us...  The power of living an overcoming life! Fellowship with Jesus...
This lesson covered the Rapture in the footnotes.
One of the significant things any interpreter of the book of Revelation will notice is the abrupt shift in focus which takes place between chapters three and four. Chapters two and three, which describe “the things which are” (Rev. 1:19), are focused entirely on the Church. Then, abruptly, chapter four opens, John ascends to heaven “in the Spirit,”...
AFTER THIS I looked (and SAW) a door opened in heaven, and heard the voice as a trumpet  say Come up here, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And I was IN THE SPIRIT and I SAW a throne and the One sitting on it, brilliant with a rainbow round the throne like an emerald.
Round the throne  are 24 seats with elders sitting who have overcome, and from the throne are lightnings, thunderings and voices, and lamps with fire burning before the throne, which are the 7 Spirits of God that never go out!
Before the throne, God shows Himself in all His character (7 Spirits and through the 4 beasts full of eyes to see), and they never stop saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to desire that open door in heaven and be in a position that God can trust me with His secrets, knowing that without HIM I can do nothing and seeing Him in all His glory by living in the Spirit and not catering to the flesh and by seeing all the ways He shows Himself by His Spirit, with my life crying out always: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Chapter 5: The PROGRAM of Jesus Christ — the scene in heaven (Chapters 4 — 22)
	Chapter 5 Mainly: The church in heaven with Christ; book with 7 seals (vv1-4); Christ as Lion of tribe of Judah and Lamb that has been slain (vv5-10); angels of heaven join song of praise and redemption (vv11-12); Universal worship of Savior and Sovereign of universe (vv.13-14)
Chapter 5: Revelation 5.1-14 –  The Life of the Redeemed: Proclaiming the WORTH of Christ for Eternity to Receive: Power, Riches, Wisdom, Strength, Honor, Glory & Blessing!
BEHOLD, the Lion of the tribe of Judah has PREVAILED to open the book and loose the seals.
I beheld, and LO in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts and in the midst of the elders stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 7 horns and 7 eyes, which are the 7 Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth, and He came, and He took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne, and the 4 beasts and 24 elders fell down before the Lamp, every one having harps and golden vials full of odors which are the prayers of the saints.
The 4 beasts and 24 elders sang a new song: Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the beasts and elders, 10,000 times 10,000 and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the 4 beasts said AMEN and the 24 elders fell down and worshipped Him that lives forever and ever.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to see Jesus high and lifted up in His power and live in the REDEMPTION He has given us to reign with Him: living for ever and ever to worship Him because He is WORTHY to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory and blessing for eternity!

Chapter 6: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 6 Mainly: Opening of 7-sealed book: 
First seal (Rider on white horse)(vv1-2)
Second seal (rider on red horse)(vv.3-4)
Third seal (rider on black horse)(vv.5-6)
Fourth seal (rider on pale horse)(vv.7-8)
Fifth seal (prayer of martyred remnant)(vv.9-11)
Sixth seal ((The Day of Wrath has come — beginning of the last half of the Great Tribulation)(vv12-17) 

Chapter 6: The First Six Seals The Noise of Thunder – Come and See! Who Can Stand in the Day of His Wrath?
This passage would cause me to keep my eyes on Jesus and trust that He is in total and complete control, the only One WORTHY ...Who has clothed me with HIS righteousness.
Seal 1 – white horse: religious deception
Seal 2 – red horse: peace taken from the earth; war and bloodshed
Seal 3 – black horse: extreme famine
Seal 4 – pale horse (color = chloros the yellowish green of decay, the pallor of death. It is the pale ashen color that images a face bleached because of terror. It recalls a corpse in the advanced state of corruption.): Death and Hades
First four seals the beasts are crying out: Come & SEE!!! as we see the seals being opened and their effect on the earth.
The fifth seal takes us into the heavens where the martyrs are calling out for to God with a loud voice. These prayers are heard,and the beginning of Rev. 8 shows God’s response to these prayers and His vindication of His people with the blowing of the trumpets, which we will look at below in Chapter 8.
Seal 5 – Believers slain for the Word and their testimony which they held, wearing the white robes given them, continue to believe the holy and true Lord to judge and avenge their blood of them that dwell on the earth, and they are still waiting upon the Lord.
God, in response to the prayers of the martyrs who were killed during the Great Tribulation, vindicates and answers the cry of His people with the blowing of the trumpets in Rev 8. God will judge the people of the earth and bring vindication for his people all in one. By the way, the prayers of God’s people were referred to as incense, a reminder that God loves when his people cry out to him in prayer. So don’t ever stop doing that! 
But Seal 6 brings us back to the earth as we see:
Seal 6 –  Things have gone from religious deception (S1) to war and bloodshed after peace is taken from the earth (S2) to extreme famine (S3) to death and hades (S4)  where saints are being martyred for the word of God and their testimony and are crying for vengeance from the Lord (S5). Now (S6): a great earthquake and the sun became black and the moon as blood, and the stars of heaven fell, as a fig tree casts figs when shaken by the and the heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island are moved out of their places, and even the most mighty men hope that the mountains and rocks fall on them and hide them from Him that sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb... For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?  
Things are so bad that even the mighty men are crying mountains and rocks to fall on them.  Before He continues his judgment and vindication on earth, He pauses and accomplishes some “special time” with those who are His, marking them and showing them Who He is and that He can be trusted through what will take place on the earth, seen in:

Chapter 7: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 7 Mainly: Interlude; Reason for interlude between 6th and 7th seals (vv1-3); Remnant of Israel sealed (vv.4-8); Redeemed multitude of Gentiles (vv9-17)

Chapter 7: Revelation 7.1 – 17 – Serve Him Day and Night! He Saves Us, Leads Us and Feeds Us Til the End:  He Wipes Every Tear From Our Eyes
144,000 servants of God are sealed, then those clothed with white robes washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb come out of great tribulation and serve God day and night crying out that Salvation belongs to [Him]... and to the Lamb, worshipping God, hungering nor thirsting any more for the Lamb shall feed them and lead them and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Aim:  This passage would cause me to look to God and Jesus for salvation from sin and from tribulation and serve Him day and night, worshipping Him for He will lead us and wipe every tear from [our] eyes.

Chapter 8: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 8 Mainly: Opening of 7th seal (v1); Introduction of 7 trumpets; Blowing of 7 trumpets (vv2-Rev. 11.19); Angel at altar with incense (vv2-6); 1st trumpet (trees burnt)(v7); 2nd trumpet (seas become blood)(vv8-9); 3rd trumpet (fresh water comes bitter (vv10-11); 4th trumpet (sun, moon, stars smitten)(vv12-13)

Chapter 8 – Signs in the Heavens. Subject Sentence(s):  Before the seventh seal is opened there is silence in heaven: a sacred space for us to meet God, hear His voice, and reflect on His divine purposes. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. (Psalm 46.10)  To remind us of the importance of trust, patience, and surrender to God’s timing, especially during times of waiting or uncertainty. This brief pause is a gentle reminder that in your spiritual battles and life’s trials, there is time for prayer, contemplation and preparation, to fortify your faith and endure with hope. When the first four trumpets sound, God removes just a fraction of what He gifts us, signaling a final warning to those who have not chosen His gifts and giving them time to receive them. And then there is a shift: starting with the fifth trumpet, demonic torment is going to be released. An angel flies through the midst of heaven, shouting, WOE WOE WOE. First, God revealed in a fractional measure the removal of the things that belong to Him that people did not freely choose; now, He will reveal, also in a measured faction, by not choosing Christ what they have actually freely chosen as demonic torment is (fractionally) released.   

Chapter 9: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 9 Mainly: Revelation 9A Second Half Foundation, Recap and Outline (this paper); Matthew 24; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Matthew 24; Abomination of Desolation; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Abomination that Worketh Desolation; Book of Joel and the Day of the Lord; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Day of the Lord; Second Half Recap and Outline; 5th trumpet (fallen star and plague of locusts (vv1-12); 6th trumpet (angels loosed at river Euphrates (vv13-21); Supplement to Revelation Bible Study  Evil and God’s Response to It; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Annihilation or Eternal Punishment; Handout Hell

Chapter 10: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 10 Mainly: Mysteries of God; Interlude between 6th and 7th trumpets (vv1-Rev 11.14); strong angel with little book (vv1-7); John eats little book (vv8-11)

Chapter 11: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 11 Mainly: Timing for ending of “the times of the Gentiles” (vv1-2); Duration of prophesying of 2 witnesses (vv3-12); Zerubbabel (seen in Zechariah 4); Fulfillment of Zechariah 12; Doom of 2nd woe – great earthquake (vv13-14); 7th trumpet – and opening of temple in heaven (vv15-19); 70 weeks of Daniel; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Danger of Allegorical Abuse in the Hypercharismatic Movement; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Threats to the Sufficiency of Scripture; Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Patience of God

Chapter 12: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18; Seven Performers During the Great Tribulation, Chapters 12 and 13
	Chapter 12 Mainly: Jacob’s Trouble; The woman – Israel (vv1-2); The red dragon – Satan (vv3-4); The child of the woman – Jesus Christ (vv5-6); Michael, The archangel, wars with the dragon (vv7-12); The dragon persecutes the woman (vv13-16); Remnant of Israel (v17). Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant With Israel and The Time of Jacob’s Trouble, Handout Holy Bible Wholly True

Chapter 13: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18l Seven Performers During the Great Tribulation, Chapters 12 and 13
	Chapter 13 Mainly: Rise of the wild Beast out of the sea – a political power and a person (vv1-10); Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Prophecies of Daniel; Description of wild beast (vv1-2); Wild Beast death-dealing stroke (v3); Wild Beast deity assumed (vv4-5); Wild Beast defying God (vv6-8); Wild Beast defiance denied to anyone (vv9-10); Wild Beast out of the earth – a religious leader, description  (vv11); Wild Beast delegated authority (vv12-14); Wild beast, delusion perpetrated on the world (vv15-17); Wild beast, designation (v18); Handout Christianity Without Christ is Apostacy;  Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Beast; Handout Babylon Rising.

Chapter 14: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18; Looking to the end of the Great Tribulation
	Chapter 14 Mainly: Picture of the Lamb with the 144,000 (vv1-5); Proclamation of the everlasting Gospel (vv-7); Pronouncement of judgment on Babylon (v8); Pronouncement of judgment on those who received the mark of the Beast (vv9-12); Praise for those who die in the Lord (v13); Preview of Armageddon (vv14-20)

Chapter 15: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18; Pouring out of the seven mixing bowls of wrath, Chapters 15 – 16 
	Chapter 15 Mainly: Tribulation saints in heaven worship God (vv1-4); Temple of tabernacle opened in heaven so that 7 angels having 7 golden bowls might proceed forth (vv5-Revelation 16.1) 

Chapter 16: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18
	Chapter 16 Mainly: Temple of tabernacle opened in heaven so that 7 angels having 7 golden bowls might proceed forth (continued from Revelation 15.5 to v1); Pouring out of the first bowl (v2); Pouring out of the second bowl (v3); Pouring out of the third bowl (vv4-7); Pouring out of the fourth bowl (vv.8-9); Pouring out of the fifth bowl (vv10-11); Pouring out of the sixth bowl (v12); Interlude: kings of inhabited earth proceed to Armageddon (vv13-16); Pouring out of the seventh bowl (vv17-21)

Chapter 17: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18, The Apostate Church in the Great Tribulation; The two Babylons judged, Chapters 17 – 18
	Chapter 17 Mainly: Great harlot riding the wild beast (vv1-7); Wild Beast destroys the great harlot (vv8-18)

Chapter 18: The Great Tribulation in the world, Chapters 6 — 18; Political and commercial Babylon judged; The two Babylons judged, Chapters 17 – 18
	Chapter 18 Mainly: Announcement of fall of commercial and political Babylon (vv1-8); Anguish in the world because of Babylon’s judgment (vv9-19); Anticipation of joy in heaven because of judgment on Babylon (vv20-24)

Chapter 19: Marriage supper of the Lamb and Return of Christ in judgment
	Chapter 19 Mainly: Four hallelujahs (vv1-6); Bride of the Lamb and marriage supper (vv7-10); Return of Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (vv11-16); War of Armageddon (vv17-18); Hell opened (vv19-21)

Chapter 20: Millennial Kingdom
	Chapter 20 Mainly: Satan bound 1000 years (vv1-3); Saints of Great Tribulation reign with Christ 1000 years (vv4-6); Satan loosed after 1000 years (vv7-9); Satan cast into lake of fire and brimstone (v10); Setting of Great White Throne where lost are judged and follow Satan into the lake of fire and brimstone (vv11-15); Millenium Views Handout

Chapter 21: Entrance into eternity; eternity unveiled, Chapters 21 – 22 
Chapter 21 Mainly: New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (vv1-2); New era (vv3-8); New Jerusalem, description of the eternal abode of the Bride of Christ (vv9-21); New relationship – God dwelling with man (vv22-23); New center of new creation (vv24-27)

Chapter 22: Entrance into eternity; eternity unveiled, Chapters 21 – 22 
Chapter 22 Mainly: River of the water of life and tree of life (vv1-5); Promise of return of Christ (vv6-16); Final invitation and warning (vv17-19); Final promise and prayer (vv20-21)
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