Revelation 9 – When thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness (Isaiah 26.9)
His hand is stretched out still... yet many still refuse to repent.

See 9A Second Half Recap

Rev. 9.1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth. and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.
Rev. 9.2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.
Rev. 9.3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
Rev. 9.4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
Rev. 9.5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.
Rev. 9.6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.
Rev. 9.7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.
Rev. 9.8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.
Rev. 9.9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.
Rev. 9.10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.
Rev. 9.11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.
Rev. 9.12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
Rev. 9.13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
Rev. 9.14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.
Rev. 9.15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.
Rev. 9.16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.
Rev. 9.17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.
Rev. 9.18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.
Rev. 9.19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.
Rev. 9.20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
Rev. 9.21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.

The Trumpet Judgments

The trumpet judgments underscore that God is incrementally executing justice, allowing escalated calamities to direct humanity’s attention to heavenly reality. Trumpets in the Old Testament were often used to signal warnings or summon people (Numbers 10:1-10*). Here in Revelation, they ring loud with the message: Return and repent before the final consummation.

*Numbers 10:1   And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 3 And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 4 And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee. 5 When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward. 6 When ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys. 7 But when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm. 8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations. 9 And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God.

Just as the plagues in Exodus targeted Egyptian deities (Exodus 7-12), these trumpet judgments target humanity’s false securities and point to God’s absolute supremacy. By wounding the environment and civilization in measured degrees (often one third), these judgments convey divine restraint-urgent warnings rather than immediate final destruction.
We’ve seen:
• First Trumpet: Hail, fire, and blood burn up a third of the earth’s vegetation (Revelation 8:7).
• Second Trumpet: A burning mountain falls into the sea, turning a third of the sea to blood, killing marine life and destroying ships (Revelation 8:8-9).
• Third Trumpet: A great star named Wormwood falls, bittering a third of the waters (Revelation 8:10-11).
• Fourth Trumpet: A third of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened (Revelation 8:12).
Revelation chapter 9 looks at the fifth and sixth trumpets, and Revelation chapter 11 looks at the seventh trumpet, which three trumpets are commonly known as the First, Second and Third Woes (from the angel/eagle in Revelation 8.13: And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

The final three trumpets are going to be especially horrific in their consequences because the targets of the final three trumpets are not the elements of nature, as it is with the first four, but instead earth's people. It will be those who dwell on the earth.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  So interesting to see when Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked (enticed) David to number Israel. (1 Chronicles 21.1) God was displeased and smote Israel, and David asked for forgiveness. God gave David 3 choices: 3 years’ famine; 3 months to be destroyed while the sword of his enemies overtake him; or 3 days the sword of the Lord destroys throughout Israel. David, in his wisdom said: I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of the Lord; for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man. And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the Lord beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.16 And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.  
] 

For the first time in history all those who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior will come under demonic possession and affliction. What is true in that hour is also true in some measure today, for there is no deliverance from the power of Satan nor from his affliction apart from salvation in Christ and the delivering power of God.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, Moody Press, Chicago, 1966, p. 164.
] 


Scripture presents the globe on which we live as the stage on which the great drama of redemption unfolds. And this planet and the humans on it, all of whom are made in the image of God, they are the objects of God's special attention and eternal plan. Because this planet and those made in the image of God are the attention of God, Satan and his fallen angels, who are engaged in a cosmic war with God, have made this world and its people their main battleground. The brunt of their attack is against humanity. In the fifth trumpet judgment, God removes the facade, and He allows mankind to see the hatred and contempt that Satan and his demons actually have for mankind.

There are two points of emphasis that lie beneath these verses. 
1. The first is that God is in control of all things, including the demons, their location, whom they're permitted to hurt, for what duration that occurs, with what results, and to what divine end. ...It is not the demonic locusts who are in charge; it is God.
2. Secondly, we discover in these verses that the fallen angels, who left heaven in rebellion along with Satan (demons, as we call them) they are in fact cruel, murderous beings who have nothing but contempt for humans and who find sadistic joy in torturing, ironically, their own followers.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220403p-128942
] 

________________________

Supplement to Revelation Bible Study, Evil and God’s Response to It
This Supplemental study is good to understand as to how it relates to the Book of Revelation (as are many other side studies). This is part of a series of Supplements (given as a separate handout) for you to do further study on should you choose. This will help us to stay on track with the Book of Revelation Bible Study.  I will make note of several take-aways or premises obtained from the Evil and God’s Response to It Supplement.

Premise: Sinful acts are under God's control and occur only by His permission and according to His ultimate purpose.
· God is untainted by the evil, He in no way sanctions the evil, and God will punish that evil someday.
· God choses to permit sin, to limit its evil, and God directs sin for the good of His people and for His ultimate glory.
Premise: God will use demons to carry out His purposes, including judgment on unrepentant humanity – but they operate under God’s full control.
· This really invites the question of how God interacts with evil. We need to look at  several Biblical principles to see the larger context:
1.  It's important to know that God is not the source of evil.
2.  Evil doesn't exist as a separate entity.
2. God doesn't tempt anyone to do evil.
4.  God doesn't force anyone to do evil.
5.  God is just, and He holds the sinner responsible for his sin.
6. God decreed in His eternal wisdom to allow evil and He uses it for His own  
     purposes.
· First of all, God may prevent sin.
· Other times, God chooses to permit sin.
· Another way God may interact with sinful actions is that He limits sin.
· Finally, we can say that God may direct sin. God directs evil acts to an end unforeseen and intended by the sinner.
_______________________

I.  When the fifth angel sounded, I saw a star fall from heaven unto earth, and to him was given the key to the bottomless pit which he opened: smoke arose out of the pit as the smoke of a great furnace and the sun and air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

Rev. 9.1 And the fifth angel sounded (first woe)*, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth, and to him** was given*** the key to the bottomless pit.****
Rev. 9.2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; ❣️ and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

* The Three Woes of Revelation
Woe means “grief, anguish, affliction”; the three woes of Revelation are the final judgment God pronounces on the evil inhabitants of the earth in order to spur them to repentance (Revelation 9:20-21). The three woes are, indeed, a time of great anguish and affliction for those who have pledged their allegiance to the Antichrist during the end times. The fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpets are called the three woes (Revelation 8:13).

The number 7 is significant in Revelation, and the three woes will come toward the end of the seven-year tribulation period right before the second coming of Christ. God’s judgments during the tribulation are pictured as seven seals, opened one at a time. The seventh seal reveals the seven trumpet judgments. 

• Fifth Trumpet (First Woe): The first woe is revealed after the fifth trumpet judgment. This woe involves something like locusts that have the ability to sting like a scorpion (Revelation 9:3). Generally, these locusts come from the Abyss and have a demonic overlord (Revelation 9:3, 7-8, 11). These creatures are permitted to harm only those people who do not have the “seal of God on their forehead” (Revelation 9:4). Those bearing God’s seal are the 144,000 (Revelation 7:3-4) or, possibly, all believers during that time (Ephesians 4:30). These demonic locusts are allowed to torment unbelievers for five months (Revelation 9:5) with painful stings. Although victims will long for death (Revelation 9: 6), they will not be granted that release.

**Let's look at these verses together and sort of unpack this fifth trumpet judgment. It is, by far, the most bizarre description that we've come to yet in our study of this book. But, again, it is a normal literal hermeneutic. A  normal hermeneutic is the same kind of hermeneutic you would use in looking at any written document; and,  if we use that, we can discern what's going on here. 

First of all, notice in verse 1 through the first half of verse 3, we are given the source of the locusts. Source in two senses. 
· First of all, their ultimate authority, that is, who is ultimately over what the locusts of this trumpet judgment will do. Verse 1: "Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth..." When this fifth angel blows his trumpet, announcing the next judgment, John saw a star which had fallen to the earth from heaven. Clearly, unlike the previous trumpet judgments, this star is not a meteor nor an asteroid. It has to be a person. Verse 1 continues "...and to him was given the key to the bottomless pit." Verse 2: "And he opened..." So, this star is not a celestial object that falls to the planet but it is a person.
There are three common yet totally different identifications of who this star is:
(1) Some say this is Satan and they point to chapter 12 where the dragon and his angels are cast out of heaven to earth, and they say, "You know, here's this same picture." They also point to Luke 10:18 where Jesus says, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning." 
(2) Some say this star is not Satan but one of his demons. It is  hard to explain why either Satan or a demon would be coming from heaven. In addition, this would be the only time in the book when God uses a demon to directly carry out His will. He does so indirectly, but directly this would be the only time. Perhaps the biggest problem with this view of this star being a demon is giving a demon the keys to his own prison.
(3) The third view and the one that seems most likely, is this is a holy angel. It's interesting that this expression "falling from heaven,” the Greek word #4098. πίπτω pipto is also translated as the word down. So this Greek word can be used in a different sense than we normally think of "fallen from heaven" in more of a negative sense. It can simply mean "having come down from heaven".
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Also, in Revelation 20 and we see an almost identical thing happening. Revelation 20:1: "Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss..." Clearly, this is a holy angel and the wording, the expressions, are almost identical. And so, it seems likely that the angel in chapter 20, who has the keys to the abyss and binds Satan for the duration of the Millennium, that that is the same angel here in chapter 9:1.

*** "...and to him was given..." "Was given" underscores God's sovereignty over both this angel and the place called the abyss. But who gave him this key? Likely, it was Christ Himself. You remember back in chapter 1:18? Jesus says, "I have the keys of death and of Hades [the grave]." And so, Christ here, gives this holy angel - literally, what the text says is, "He gave him the key to the shaft of the abyss." And then He sends him from heaven on a divine errand.

****“Bottomless pit” is one word in the Greek of the New Testament and is literally the “abyss,” which means “bottomless, unbounded, the pit, or the immeasurable depth.”  The bottomless pit of Revelation 9:1-12 holds a unique type of demon. It is also the home of the beast who makes war against the two witnesses (Revelation 11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.). At the beginning of the millennial kingdom, the bottomless pit is the place where Satan is bound:
Revelation 20:1-3   And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. At the end of the thousand years, Satan is released and promptly leads an unsuccessful revolt against God Revelation 20:7-10 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
The bottomless pit may be associated with a place called Tartarus. In secular Greek thinking, this word was used for the place where the worst sinners were punished in Greek mythology. Peter uses this term, not because he's saying that Greek mythology is true, but as a reminder that because of the horrific sin of certain fallen angels, God has imprisoned them in the place of severest torment and isolation. They are in maximum security. They are imprisoned there until their final sentencing and eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire, in some cases. Clearly, the demons that God has imprisoned in the abyss are unlike those roaming the planet: those that are imprisoned in the abyss are uniquely, profoundly wicked and vile.
This Greek word is translated as “hell” and is used only once in Scripture, in 2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;... It refers to the place where “angels who sinned” are reserved in chains of darkness for judgment. Jude seems to describe some of these angels. Jude 6: "And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire." (cf. Genesis 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.)[endnoteRef:4] [4:  See https://www.gotquestions.org/bottomless-pit.html
] 

So clearly, there were demons - they were fallen angels - who involved themselves in patterns of sin so wicked that God eternally bound and held them until the final judgment when they will be condemned to the Lake of Fire. But in Revelation 9, we discover that this bottomless pit also can be a temporary place of incarceration for other demons because they're going to be released under God's direction. God uses the bottomless pit as a holding place for the most evil of angels, including Satan himself and those who tried and failed before the Flood to thwart God’s plan to bring the Seed of the woman into the world (Genesis 3:15). The inhabitants of the Abyss are released for a very short time during the last three and a half years of the tribulation to fulfill God’s purpose, namely, to torment the wicked (We will see that in Revelation 9:5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.). These prisoners of the bottomless pit hate humanity and seek to destroy them, but God controls their terror and limits their power.

The Greek word translated "abyss" originally described the fathomless depths of the ocean. In Genesis 1:2, the Septuagint uses the word abyss in the expression, "the surface of the deep", the surface of the abyss, meaning the ocean. This word became an idiom eventually, for even a deeper place referring to that which is the place of the dead. For example, the expression, "the depths of the earth", meaning where the dead go, is used in Psalm 71.20. Eventually this word came to be used for the pit or the prison in which fallen angels were imprisoned. In the New Testament, this word occurs only two times outside of Revelation. It occurs in Romans 10:7 (7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep...?) for the place of the dead. Apparently from time to time, God is still sending demons to the abyss because in Luke 8:30-31 some of them begged Jesus not to command them to go away into the abyss. (30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. 31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. #12. ἄβυσσος abussos, ab´-us-sos; from 1 (as a negative particle) and a variation of 1037; depthless, i.e. (specially) (infernal) “abyss”: — deep, (bottomless) pit).

This word abyss occurs seven times in Revelation, twice here. In chapter 11:7, we're told that the beast comes out of the abyss. In chapter 17:8, again, the beast is described as having emerged from this place, the abyss. In chapter 20:1 an angel has the key to the abyss and in chapter 20:3 the angel throws Satan into the abyss where he is imprisoned for 1000 years. So, it's very clear that when we talk about the abyss, we're talking about hell.

But don't miss the big point. The ultimate authority over these demonic hordes is God Himself. He has locked them up and it's under His authority that they will be released.

❣️ Now, as we think about the source of these locusts, let's also consider their current location. At Christ's direction, this holy angel uses the key and opens the bottomless pit. Immediately, a huge column of smoke ascends into the sky resembling the smoke coming out of a great furnace. In the gospels, Jesus connected smoke to the fires of Gehenna, which was a picture of the fires of hell. In Revelation, smoke is connected to the Lake of Fire in Revelation 19 and Revelation 20. But in this case, it's the smoke pouring out of the shaft of hell itself. Smoke also represents divine judgment. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah used the same language. And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.  (Genesis 19:28 ESV) 

And notice the smoke was so dense, verse 2 says that "the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit." The smoke that ascends out of the abyss, out of the bottomless pit like a great furnace, reminds us that these demons have been suffering in the fire of hell and that they come straight from hell itself. John MacArthur writes, "The smoke polluting the sky, symbolizes the corruption of hell belched forth from the abyss to pollute the world." The darkening of the sun represents the doom and destruction of a nation. The end is coming for a nation. Interesting that the billows of smoke darken the sun: 
Malachi 4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
Luke 1:78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Psalms 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.
Isaiah 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
Habakkuk 3:4 And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.
Matthew 17:2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.
2Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 1:16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Application Questions:

1.  Do I trust God in the storms of life?  What is my primary focus during the storm. If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? Jeremiah 12.5

2.   Realizing that the earth... and the works that are therein shall be burned up... dissolved, what kind of person am I in all that I do and say and in showing forth Who Jesus is to the world?  (2 Pet. 3.10-18 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.)

3.  Seeing that [I] look for such things, am I diligent that I may be found of Him in peace, without spot and blameless?  Am I “isolating myself, watching, on guard” lest I be led away with the error of the wicked and fall from my own stedfastness? 

4.  Am I growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? How does that manifest in my life? What things are coming against that in my life? What do I need to do about it?

II.  Locusts came out of the smoke upon the earth, and they were given power like scorpions, and it was commanded that they should not hurt the grass of the earth nor any green thing, neither any tree, but only men who do not have the seal of God in their foreheads: to them it was given they should not kill them but only that they should be tormented five months (their torment like a scorpion when he strikes a man). In those days men shall seek death and not find it and desire to die and death shall flee from them.

Rev. 9.3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth:* and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.**
Rev. 9.4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.**[endnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.christianity.com/wiki/angels-and-demons/who-is-abaddon-in-the-bible.html
] 

Rev. 9.5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them,** but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.***
Rev. 9.6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.****

* As you can see, when locusts are mentioned in the Bible, it’s worth paying attention. What will follow is likely widespread devastation and sorrow. Of course, God’s desire is that this devastation and sorrow would lead to repentance. Much as we, as human parents, will increase discipline with a stubborn child, hoping each elevation of restriction brings about a change of heart so they no longer repeat their unacceptable behavior, so God increases humanity’s discomfort to turn them from actions that will lead to eternal separation from Him.

The terrible locusts of Revelation, as horrific as they are, pale in comparison to the second death, which is life forever without God who is love, light, and life everlasting. God is always moving toward the day when He will “restore to you the years that the swarming locusts have eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you” Joel 2:25 ESV. Satan looks only to kill and to destroy. His aim is eternal death. God sends trials, including locusts, but His aim is restoration of relationship, repentance, renewal, and life eternal.

It is worthwhile that we pray for those who are unsaved that God would use every hardship to soften and not harden their hearts toward the Gospel.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-do-locusts-symbolize-in-the-bible.html
] 


"Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth..." So, undoubtedly, that huge, mushrooming, threatening cloud of smoke that rises up out of the shaft of the abyss, darkens the sky and causes widespread panic. Then, out of that smoke, a new terror emerges. Out of the dense smoke, ascending from the flames of hell pours a stream of locusts who come to land on the earth.

Locusts were a familiar image in the Middle East - still are. They were, interestingly enough, one of the very few insects that the Israelites were allowed to eat according to Leviticus 11. One of the plagues that God brought on Egypt was swarms of locusts in Exodus 10. Swarms of locusts can be incredibly devastating. In Algiers in 1866, there were swarms of locusts 4 miles long and 100 feet deep. 200,000 people died in the famine that followed that swarm of locusts. In 1889, a swarm of locusts over the Red Sea reportedly covered 2,000 square miles. An eyewitness account of a locust plague in Palestine in 1915, describes it like this: "Swarms of locusts flew overhead for five days, darkening the sky and leaving droppings everywhere." In 1951 and 52, the worst modern locust infestation struck the Middle East. All vegetation, across hundreds of thousands of square miles of the countries of Iran, Iraq, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia - all the vegetation was destroyed. Locusts are totally destructive. They not only eat leaves and the heads of grain, but they eat even the stocks, right down to the ground level. When the swarm lifts from what was once a greenfield, it's become a desert. There's only desolation as far as the eye can see. The prophet Joel describes a great locust plague in Joel 1 and 2, and he compares it to the devastation of what he calls "the great and awesome [dreadful] day of the LORD comes [that's coming]" in Joel 2:31. (Read through in Endnote [endnoteRef:7].) [7:  Joel 1:1   The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. 2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten. 5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth. 6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. 7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white.
Joel 1:8   Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. 9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD’S ministers, mourn. 10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. 11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished. 12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men. 13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God.
Joel 1:14   Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, 15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered. 18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
Joel 2:1   Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations. 3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?
Joel 2:12   Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: 16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?
Joel 2:18   Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. 19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen: 20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. 21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things. 22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. 23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. 27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
Joel 2:28   And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. 32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
Joel 3:1   For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. 3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. 4 Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon your own head; 5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things: 6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. 7 Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own head: 8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it.
Joel 3:9   Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.
Joel 3:18   And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.
] 


However,  the locust plagues of history pale in comparison to this one because these are not actual locusts. Like locusts, they cannot be counted and the destruction they leave is total, but these are actually demons disguised as locusts. We know that these are not actual locusts because in verse 11 their king is described as Abaddon, the angel of the abyss. And unlike locusts, they also have a stinging tail like a scorpion. These are demons released from hell itself, who've been assigned there because of their vileness and their wickedness and now Christ gives an angel the key, allows hell itself to be opened, and releases them.

John Phillips, in his commentary on Revelation, writes this: "Picture what the world would be like if we were to open the doors of all the penitentiaries on earth and set free the world's most vicious and violent criminals, giving them full reign to practice their infamies upon mankind. Something worse than that lies in store for the world. Satan, cast out of heaven, is now permitted to summon to his aid the most diabolical fiends in the abyss to act as his agents in bringing mankind to the footstool of the beast." Although God is in total control, the source of these locusts is hell itself.

**This brings us to the mission of these locusts. The mission. Let's begin with the power that's granted to them. Verse 3 says, and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  Again, the expression was given power underscores that God is sovereign over these awful creatures. And God gives them power. The Greek word is "exousia". It's a word that can mean both power, as we tend to think of the word, and authority. Both are intended here. The specific power which God gives to them is the same power that the scorpions of earth have. That's going to be explained more as we get into this. But, again, don't miss the larger point. It was given to them. Demons can do nothing that God does not allow. Osborne writes, "Everything Satan and his followers do in this book, can only be done after God gives permission. Even more than that, all the plans of the evil forces are part of the divine will, thus part of the divine plan. God is using these locusts to achieve His larger purpose." So, their power is the power of a scorpion and it's given to them by God.

Their target - verse 4: "They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree..." Immediately, this makes it clear that these are not ordinary locusts which, of course, only feed on vegetation. God specifically directs these demonic swarms of locust-like creatures that they may not harm any of earth's vegetation. Instead, all of their power to harm is going to be specifically directed, notice verse 4, to "only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.” Notice not only are they not to harm the vegetation on this planet, but they're not to harm anyone who has the seal of God on his or her forehead.

This is such a wonderful, wonderful passage. I love the comfort that this is because it means God protects His own. He did that in Egypt: God protected His people from the plagues that He showered on the land of Egypt to show that His mercy and His steadfast love are set on those who fear Him. So, again and again, in the account of the plagues, we learned that God protected His people from those plagues.

The same thing happened when God allowed Jerusalem to be captured by the Babylonians. In the same way, God marked and sealed those who were His own, who would be protected in the midst of the judgment. Listen to Ezekiel 9:4-6: "The LORD said to him, 'Go through the midst of the city [that is the city of Jerusalem] ... and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.'" In other words, "I want you to mark those who love holiness, who love Me, and who hate the evil that is now taking place here in the city." In other words, "Mark those who are truly Mine, whose hearts have been changed." He says, "Mark them!" "But to the others He said in my hearing, 'Go through the city after him and strike; do not let your eye have pity and do not spare. Utterly slay old men, young men, maidens, little children, and women, but do not touch any man on whom is the mark...'"

The same thing will be true during the coming Tribulation. God will not allow the judgments that He will pour out on this planet, in the seals, the trumpets, and the bowls to harm His own. He will seal them. It will only be those who have declared themselves as His enemies. You remember back in chapter 7; the 144,000 Jewish evangelists are sealed by God in chapter 7:3-4. But it's also true of the rest of the redeemed. In Revelation 22:4, it speaks of all of the redeemed and it says, "they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads."  Sealed - sealed by God as His own. And this seal will protect them from the outpouring of God's wrath upon the earth and from the harm that the demons that God will allow on the planet. And so, that's why we read back in chapter 3:10, He says to His people, "Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth." God's clear directive is that these demonic locusts are to direct their hatred and venom only against the men who have not the seal of God on their foreheads. They are to be the target of their virulent hatred.

**But even so, God doesn't give these demons free reign. Instead, He sets clear boundaries. Let's look in verse 5 at their limitations: "to them it was given that they should not kill them," that is, they are commanded by God not to kill anyone. Again, you see the control of God over all of this. But why weren't they permitted to kill anyone; what is the implication of that statement? The clear implication is that, given the chance to do so, these demons who have been incarcerated in hell for millennia would carry out their murderous rage against as many of humanity as they could. Doesn't this make sense? I mean, what did our Lord say about Satan in John 8:44? He said, "He was a murderer from the beginning..." Satan loves to kill. He's a murderer and so are his demons. He takes away life because God is life.  And if God allowed these demons to kill at this point, they would slaughter mankind. But that would keep those who were killed from repenting. It would condemn them to eternal hell and so God intentionally, for now, restricts their power and authority in this trumpet. Next, He's going to permit them to carry out their rage, but not now, as we will see.

***Instead of killing, notice verse 5, they're given authority "to torment". This verb and its noun occurs 11 times in Revelation. The noun for "torment" here is one of the strongest Greek words for pain and suffering. The verb was originally used of testing metals. Sometimes in secular Greek it's used for judicial examination, but it came to be used in the ancient world of testing people by torture. Eventually, this word came to speak of the torture or the torment itself. One Greek lexicon defines it as "severe pain associated with torture". That's what they are permitted or given authority to do - "to torment [to torture] for five months". So, God not only sets a limit on them - they cannot kill - but He also sets a time limit on the torture that these demonic creatures can inflict on humanity. In chapter 20, the same word is used for the torment of Satan and the unsaved in the Lake of Fire forever. (Revelation 20.10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.) Their intense pain is caused by the scorpion-like sting of these demonic locust-like creatures.

Now, the five months is a bit ambiguous, but most likely it means that the entire locust swarm - this demonic locust swarm - will be present on earth for five months. That actually fits the normal life pattern of actual locusts. In Palestine, locusts tend to appear during the dry season from April to August. Don't miss the point here. The point is that God has set a strict time limit on the suffering that this demonic horde of locust-like creatures can inflict on mankind. Likely, the fact that they're not able to kill them and yet the suffering lasts for five months is because God wants to give people more time to repent. We'll see that at the end of chapter 9. So, those are the limitations God has put in place.

And what is the effect of their efforts. Verse 5 says, “and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man..." Scorpions are common in the Mediterranean world. They resemble tiny lobsters but belong to the spider family. They're four or five inches long. They're sting is extremely painful - can even be fatal to children but is rarely fatal to adults. Here we're told that God has given these demonic creatures, like locusts, the power of a scorpion that can cause intense pain by its sting.

The Greek word here is literally "to strike", which powerfully pictures the strike of the tail of the scorpion. If you've never seen that, don't do it now, but later you'll have to Google and look at that. It's fascinating. It seems likely that people will even be stunned multiple times over that five-month period and yet survive.

****Verse 6 says, "And in those days men will seek death and will not find it..." The pain, the terror, the despair caused by this worldwide plague will be so bad that people will seek death. The verbs used in this sentence describe a desire, almost even a demand, for death which likely means that people will attempt suicide and yet be unable to die.

Notice how verse 6 ends: "...they will long to die..." It's a strong word. They will crave death, "... death shall flee from them." Literally, death keeps on fleeing. God will not let them die.

Isn't it ironic that the very people on this planet who killed those who love God, who killed the martyrs in chapter 6, want now to die themselves but God will not allow it? Death takes a holiday. There'll be no escape from the physical pain that these demons inflict upon mankind and there'll be no escape from God's judgment which lies behind it. Every attempt to end their lives will meet with abject failure. Osborne writes, "Those who have martyred the saints will be paid in kind and more. They have tortured, so they will now be tortured by the same malignant forces that goaded them into committing their awful deeds."  Proverbs 5.22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.  Galations 6.7-8 Do not be deceived: God is not to be mocked. Whatever a man sows, he will reap in return. 8The one who sows to please his flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; but the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

But when you think about this, the fact that they will try to die and won't be able is actually the mercy of God, because their escape from earth and from the pain of that suffering would usher them into eternal torment in the Lake of Fire forever. 

Application Questions:

1. Do I carry the seal of God in my forehead (the way I think)? 

John 6.27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
Rom. 15.28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain.
2Cor. 1.22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.
Eph. 1.13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
Eph. 4.30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
Rev. 7.3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

2.  Do I rest in the fact that all power belongs to God, and He is in control?

Psalm 62.8-12 Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah. 9Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity. 10Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 11God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 12Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work.

III.  The shapes of the locusts were like horses prepared unto battle; on their heads crowns like gold, and their faces as faces of men, with hair as hair of women and teeth as teeth of lions, breastplates as of iron, and sound of their wings as the sound of chariots of many horses running into battle. With tails like scorpions there were stings in their tails, with power to hurt men five months. There was a king over them which is the angel of the bottomless pit, named Abaddon (in the Greek Apollyon). One woe is past and two woes are hereafter.

Rev. 9.7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.*
Rev. 9.8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.**
Rev. 9.9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.***
Rev. 9.10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.****
Rev. 9.11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.*****
Rev. 9.12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. ❣️

* Verses 7 to 10 are dedicated to describing the appearance of these locusts, because it tells us something about them. These locusts have points of resemblance to actual locusts, but they are clearly more than locusts. They are demonic locust-like creatures. Ten times in this passage John uses the words "like" and "appeared to be." He is clearly struggling for words to describe what he saw. So these are not locusts. These are not scorpions. These are not warriors in an army. Yet he uses all of those images to somehow help us understand what he's seeing.

"The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle..." John combines the sort of pictures of locusts, scorpion, and the warriors of an invading army to describe these awful creatures. But their overall appearance is like a warhorse.

There are some frightening ramifications of that description. It means that they are not likely to be tiny, little creatures like locusts. They will likely be larger, and they will be larger and powerful enough to strike fear even with their appearance. That's the concept behind this warhorse-like look. It's interesting that the head of a real locust resembles a horse. The German word for locusts means hay horse and the Italian is little horse. A warhorse - that's what they will look like overall. In the ancient world, warhorses were an object of terror. The Romans bred warhorses that were huge. In addition to the terror caused by their size and their speed, the Romans taught their warhorses to bite, and they sharpened their hooves so that they could engage in the battle. These demonic locust-like creatures resemble war horses that have been outfitted and prepared for battle.

John goes on to get more specific. Verse 7 says, "...and on their heads [and, again, notice the words] appeared to be crowns like gold..." He doesn't say there were crowns of gold on their heads, but rather something that appeared to be crowns. The Greek word is "stephanos" in the plural. And they were "like gold". This may merely be a physical description. This may also imply that they wear a victor's crown, meaning that they are unstoppable and victorious in the pursuit of their mission.

"...their faces", verse 7 says, "were like the faces of men." Now, again, John does not say that they had human faces. He said their faces were like the faces of men. There are several possibilities for what that might mean, but many commentators, and I agree with this, land on the fact that the most likely scenario here is that rather than having the appearance of an unintelligent insect, when John looked into the faces of these demonic locust-like creatures, he saw intelligence, rationality, cunning, and cruelty.

**Their hair, verse 8 says, was "like the hair of women". This could describe a mere physical attribute, as physical hair like the physical hair on the legs and bodies of locusts. Others say it may be a symbol of both power and terror: since the locusts are depicted as fierce and powerful creatures, the long hair may symbolize their beauty, but also add to their terrifying presence, making them appear both alluring and dangerous.

"...their teeth were like the teeth of lions." Now, think about it. Lions and locusts - both are known for their insatiable appetites and they both tear at their prey in the same way. Of course, these locusts attacked with the stings in their tails, not with their mouths, but the point is that their appetite for their prey and their fierceness will be the same as if they were lions.

***Their breastplates are "like breastplates of iron". The Greek word for breastplates is thorax, literally, transliterated into English. So, their thorax is like a thorax of iron. It was like a piece of armor. In the ancient world, some armies literally put a piece of armor on the chest of their warhorses to protect their vital organs. These locust-like creatures will have armor-like protection covering their vital organs. In other words, they're going to be impossible to kill. They will be invincible. No weapons that man has will be able to extinguish them.

"...their wings... the sound of their wings "was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle." Just like an actual locust storm, the sound that their wings make will be deafening and terrifying. It'll be like the rumble of a huge number of war chariots and of hundreds of horses rushing into the battle. Terrifying.

****"They have..." - literally, "they are having". The implication is this is an ongoing reality that they're inflicting pain and suffering. They are having "tails like scorpions". Now, this is fascinating because now we learn that the likeness to scorpions is not just a figure speech. It's not just a metaphor. They will actually have tails, not like locusts, but tails like scorpions.

"...[A]nd stings." Like scorpions, in their tails, they will have stings. The Greek word for sting here, is used in several different ways in the New Testament. It's used of a goad mentioned in Acts 26 – a pointed stick. It's used of the sting of death in 1 Corinthians 15. It's used of the sting of the scourge, the Roman implement of torture. Clearly, this will be incredibly painful.
Verse 10 goes on to say, "and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months." Again, John reminds us that God has allowed this, and He's allowed them only to do it for five months. What is the purpose of this trumpet judgment? From the demons' perspective, it is always in their mind and heart to torture and to kill men and women. Why? Because we're made in the image of God, and they ferociously despise God.

These demons can't get to God, but they hate Him so ferociously that they get to those He loves, those He created in His likeness, and they do everything they can to destroy mankind because of that. From God's perspective, God is going to allow this five-month period as another time during which the people on earth are given yet another chance to see the hatred of Satan and his demons and the mercy of God as He gives them time to repent.

*****Verse 11 introduces us to the leader of these locusts." They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss..." Now, that's another remarkable statement that tells us that these are not really locusts, in the traditional sense, because Proverbs 30:27 says, "The locusts have no king, yet all of them go out in ranks..." But these demonic locust-like creatures have a king and he's described as "the angel of the abyss".

Some say this is Satan himself, but we meet Satan later in this book and he's described very clearly, not as an angel. More likely, this is one of Satan's leading demons who is in charge. This is a demonic king who executes the will of Satan and leads this demonic swarm to torment the people on this planet.

John gives this angel of the abyss his name both in Hebrew and in Greek. "...[H]is name in Hebrew is Abaddon..." This is the Hebrew verb that means "destroy" but it's made into a proper name. So, his name is Destroyer. "...and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon." This name comes from the Greek word that also means to destroy. So, again, he wants to be clear, in both Greek and in Hebrew, he is the destroyer.

Overall, we know that Abaddon has ties with destruction in both Testaments, and he appears to unleash misery via the form of sharp-toothed locusts in the last days.

Why Should We Care about the Locusts?
But why should believers care about what Abaddon does with the locusts? After all, the text makes it clear that the locusts will only torture those who do not believe in Jesus Christ. And with the many believers who attest to the form of dispensationalism that states that Christians will be raptured prior to the tribulation, including the various plagues from the trumpets, why should we know Abaddon’s name and what he can do?

First, we should keep in mind that even if we know Jesus as our personal Savior, many of our friends and family do not. Even if Jesus were to rapture us prior to the seven trumpets, bowls, thunders, and other elements of his wrath, if the End Days come during our lifetime, people we know will experience the effects of the plagues. We want to help as many souls as possible to come and know our Savior prior to these events.

Second, we should also note that Abaddon, although named “the Destroyer,” doesn’t appear to be mortally destroying anyone. Similar to Satan and inflicting pain on Job (Job 1,2), even the powers of Hell cannot operate outside of God’s will. The Destroyer cannot completely destroy because God does not allow him to.

Finally, if Christians stick around during the Tribulation (i.e. the rapture happening in the middle or afterward), we will discover wolves hidden in sheep’s clothing (Revelation 9:4). In other words, many nominal Christians can fake their belief and their personal relationship with God. They do not truly follow Jesus. Plagues such as these locusts unleashed by Abaddon reveal the true nature of belief. Those sealed (believers) will remain untouched. Those who do not believe will experience the effects of the Destroyer.[endnoteRef:8]   [8:  https://www.christianity.com/wiki/angels-and-demons/who-is-abaddon-in-the-bible.html
] 


It is very pointed here that the pride of man is brought down by such a small creature as a locust. Locusts in unity can bring down the independent pride of man against God. Also interesting is that when the spies went to view the Promised Land they saw themselves as grasshoppers (locusts) in their sight when giving excuses why they couldn’t do what God said: to take over the Promised Land. This same animal is sent to torment them in Revelation 9.3. What you are in your sight can be destructive and destroy you if it is an excuse as to why you cannot take the Land God wants you to fight for.

Joel 1.3-4 Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation.  4What the crawling locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; and what the swarming locust left, the hopping locust has eaten; and what the hopping locust left, the stripping locust has eaten.

What are the lessons we learn from this passage?  Here are a few of many:

Lesson number one. We learn the hateful, murderous heart of Satan and his demons toward mankind. Satan is called a destroyer, a liar, a murderer, and accuser. He's said to blind people to the truth. He tempts people to sin against God, their Creator. He devours people like a lion. You remember, what demons did to people when they possessed them in the gospels? The demoniac at Gadara was  a man who lived among the tombs, who cut himself, who couldn't be bound by chains, who was in such constant misery that he just screamed at the top of his lungs throughout the tombs, day and night. The young boy in Mark 9  was demon possessed, and the demons kept prompting him to throw himself into the fire and into the water, in wanton acts of self-destruction. For five months, near the end of the Tribulation, demons will unleash their terror on the entire world of the unredeemed in the same way.  Satan and his demons - think about this for a moment. They have been constantly trying to convince the people of this world that God is their enemy, and that God is not good, that God is not generous; painting all Satan offers to be worth choosing instead. But here, God pulls off the mask and He lets mankind see just what the reality is of the true nature of Satan and his demons. They hate and they want to destroy even their own followers.

Think of the ways that Satan has tried to misrepresent the goodness of God to the world. Many have chosen to believe that God is their enemy, the One Who keeps them from what “makes them happy.I”  Satan convinces people that God is the One Who doesn't want what's good for them, and that good is found everywhere else apart from the Word of God and from fellowship with Who He is. What this passage reminds us is exactly the opposite, that the only one in this universe who truly loves you is God Himself and His people. The people of this world, Titus 3.3 describes when it says how we were before Christ: For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  Satan is a destroyer, a liar, a murderer and he find joy and delight in enticing people away from God to enslave them by the sin that so easily besets you (Hebrews 12.1).  He doesn't want your good, nor seek any type of relationship with you other than to destroy you because God loves you. And if you don't come to Christ, he will destroy you. Don't believe the lie. 

Satan has switched everything in your mind to make you think that everything this world offers, the temporary things of the world system  Satan himself has used to blind the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4.4) has your best interests at heart. The lie is that God is the One Who is out to get you, when in reality, the exact opposite is true.[endnoteRef:9] God overrules their destructive plans and uses their attempts at destruction to His much larger plan, a plan that is redemptive. Through the hateful and horrific torture of these demons, God works to lead people to repentance so that they can be redeemed, so that they can escape the horror of sin and its ultimate penalty. [9:  Ephesians 2.2; John 14.30, Job 1:12-15, 16, 19; 2:7; Hebrews 2.14; Matthew 13.19; Revelation 20.11-15; John 12.31-33; Revelation 20.10.
] 


Lesson number two is that God is sovereign over Satan and his demons. There are some in churches today who act like Satan is in charge. Satan is not in charge. Like Luther said, "He's God's devil". God has him on a leash and he only goes as far as God allows. And one day, God will bind him in hell for 1000 years, release him for a short time, and then God will throw him in the Lake of Fire forever. This is not a question of who's going to win. God is sovereign over Satan and Satan has to ask permission to lift a finger on this planet.

Lesson number three is God protects His people. He protects some of His people through these events. Some are saved, you remember, during the seven-year period. So, they weren't raptured out at the beginning. They came to Christ during these seven years. And what does God do? He marks them and He says, even to the demons, "Don't you dare touch My own!" And for some of us, He raptures us out before it begins. But either way, He will protect His own.

Lesson number four is that the purpose in the five months for not allowing anyone to die is to call them to repentance. We see it repeatedly. That's God's purpose and goal. Just like Judas, up to the very end Jesus was drawing him, giving him the choice sop, asking him “would you betray me with a kiss?” The purpose of God is always the same: to draw you to Him. He gives you over and over  time to repent and believe in His Son. If you have done that, our Great Commission is to share the Gospel of redemption with others.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220403p-128942
] 


______________________________

❣️ Here, we are introduced to the sixth trumpet but before the sixth trumpet is sounded, before the sixth angel blows there is first a solemn warning about the last two woes. You remember back in 8:13 we were told about three woes yet to come. Here we're told in verse 12 of chapter 9, "the first woe has passed." That refers to the fifth trumpet, the swarm of demonic locusts. After those five horrific months of suffering that the entire world in knowing that that's come to an end breathed a collective sigh of relief but their relief is short-lived because verse 12 goes on to say, "behold two woes are still coming after these things."

Now, by calling these woes, that's a Biblical word that's very clear. John is saying that these things are judgments from God: one of those horrific judgments, the first woe, the demonic locusts, has passed but two more are coming. This announcement ushers in the sixth trumpet and the divine release of four demons of death. 

The pride of man turns away repeatedly from God regardless of how many times God has had His hand stretched out still to reveal Himself and draw men to Him. His hand is stretched out still... yet many still refuse to repent. His hand is stretched out reaching to us before His hand will be reached out in judgment, when people reject what He longs to give and sin must be judged. James 2.13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

His Hand is Stretched out Still...
Psalms 144:7 Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, from the hand of strange children;
Isaiah 5:25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Isaiah 9:12 The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Isaiah 9:17 Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Isaiah 9:21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Isaiah 10:4 Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Is. 14:27 For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?
Isaiah 65:2 I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;
Romans 10:21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.
Acts 4:30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

His hand will be reached out in judgment, when people reject what He longs to give and sin must be judged.
Exodus 3:20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.
Is. 5:25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and He hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcasses were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Is. 23:11 He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the kingdoms: the LORD hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof.
Is. 31:3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.
Jer. 6:12 And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD.
Jer. 15:6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting.
Ezek. 6:14 So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD.
Ezek. 14:9 And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel.
Ezek. 14:13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:
Ezek. 35:3 And say unto it, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O mount Seir, I am against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand against thee, and I will make thee most desolate.
Zeph. 1:4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;
Zeph. 2:13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.

Application Questions:

1. Have I learned to race with men on foot and run and not be weary, waiting on the Lord? When my strength is in the Lord, He can compete with horses, and in His strength I shall not faint.

(Isaiah 40.31  But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.)

Jeremiah 12.5 - [The LORD rebukes Jeremiah for his impatience, saying] “If you have raced with men on foot and they have tired you out, Then how can you compete with horses? If you fall down in a land of peace [where you feel secure], Then how will you do [among the lions] in the [flooded] thicket beside the Jordan?

IV.  The sixth angel sounded and a voice from the four horns of the golden altar (reminding us  of divine power, the efficacy of prayer, and the necessity of atonement) before God is heard saying to the sixth angel with the trumpet: Loose the four angels bound in the great river Euphrates, which angels were loosed and prepared for an hour, a day and a month and a year to slay 1/3 of men. The number of the army of the horsemen were 200,000,000 and those that sat on them had breastplates of fire, jacinth and brimstone; the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions, and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone, by which 1/3 of men were killed, for their power is in their mouth and in their tails (their tails were like serpents and had heads and were used to hurt).

Rev. 9.13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,*
Rev. 9.14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.**
Rev. 9.15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.[endnoteRef:11]*** [11:  The English version reads as though the hour, day, month and year were to be understood as the length of time over which this plague of war should last. This idea has been adopted by many of the historical school of interpreters, and great ingenuity has been exercised to find some period which exactly corresponds with this, and during which disastrous wars prevailed. But the expression (“made ready unto the hour,” &c.) is not to be taken to imply that such was the duration of the plague; it implies that the loosing of the angels would take place at a definite period, the year, month, day and hour of which were known; the expression corresponds somewhat with our Lord’s words, “Of that day and hour knoweth no man.” It reminds us that there is a period—an unknown period, but nevertheless a certain period—at which the latent powers of retribution wake and begin to avenge themselves, at which the restraints which have withheld the long-deserved scourges are removed. Men and nations little think of this. Peace they cry, where there is no peace, for they have been by their sins mining the ground under their feet, or dwelling in that abode of false security which Bunyan might have called the city of Meanwell, and that abode is built on the sands; and when the angels of judgment are loosed, and the restraining influences of public opinion broken, the tempest is abroad, the frail house of formal religion falls, and the time of testing leaves its inmates unsheltered. Happy only are they who are ready for the hour of the Lord’s return. The angels are made ready that they should kill the third part of mankind. The way in which this slaughter is to take place is explained in Revelation 9:17-18 : it is a wide and devastating slaughter carrying away a large portion of the human race. (Ellicott’s Commentary)

slay—not merely to "hurt" (Re 9:10), as in the fifth trumpet.
third part—(See on [2696] Re 8:7-12).
of men—namely, of earthy men, Re 8:13, "inhabiters of the earth," as distinguished from God's sealed people (of which the sealed of Israel, Re 7:1-8, form the nucleus). (Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary)
] 

Rev. 9.16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.****
Rev. 9.17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. ❣️  
Rev. 9.18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. ✞
Rev. 9.19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.[endnoteRef:12] ✞ ✞ [12:  
Although Abaddon and his minions inflict unspeakable pain upon unsaved humanity during this period, God is still in control. Abaddon will not be permitted to completely destroy humanity. The role of this fallen angel is defined and ordained by God along with all the other powers of Hell subject to God’s sovereign will.
Why Should Christians Know about This?
If those who have not received the mark of the Beast are exempt from the torture involved in the fifth trumpet judgment, why should Believers be concerned with knowing the gory details outlined in Revelation nine?
“First, we should keep in mind that even if we know Jesus as our personal Savior, many of our friends and family do not … We want to help as many souls as possible to come and know our Savior prior to these events,” explains Hope Bolinger in Who Is Abaddon in the Bible?
Now more than ever it is important that Believers waste no time in presenting the Good News to those around us—especially those we love. As time draws to an end, the clock is an ever-present reminder of our duty and honor to lead others to Christ. Their eternal security depends upon it, and Christians have been given this great commission as a way to honor Jesus and reveal His glory to the world at large.
The tragic events revealed in John’s end-times visions prove to be a sobering reminder to believers that destruction lies ahead for anyone who has not placed their hope in Jesus. This should motivate us to shout from the rooftops the Way of salvation.
Another important thing to consider when wondering whether the End Times study is important is the fact that the Bible tells us that all Scripture is given by God for a purpose. God wants to teach, rebuke, correct, and train believers in righteousness through His Word, so that we can be complete and fully equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).
God included the details of the fifth trumpet judgment, and every other prophecy, in Scripture to give His children insight into the future events and to shine the light of truth on who He is. In fact, Scripture tells us that those who read the prophesies contained in the book of Revelation are blessed. “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near” (Revelation 1:3).
As long as we don’t become fixated in and hyper-concerned with setting dates, and over-conceptualizing the End Times according to our own limited understanding, a healthy study of the book of Revelation will enrich every believer’s faith.
When we take the time to weed through, study and consider all the complexities of the strange and terrifying last book of the Bible, we see that it points back to the redemptive thread woven through the entire fabric of Scripture. God’s redemptive work comes into full view in the book of Revelation and completes the circle of mercy and grace that began in Genesis at the fall of man. https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/who-or-what-is-abaddon-and-why-does-it-play-a-role-in-revelation.html
] 


* • Sixth Trumpet (Second Woe): The second woe is revealed after the sixth trumpet judgment. This woe begins when a voice commands, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates” (Revelation 9:14). These four angels are demons who were cast from heaven along with Satan. God is right now keeping them imprisoned until the appointed time (Revelation 9:15; cf. Jude 1:6; 2 Peter 2:4*). These fallen angels and their armies, numbering two hundred million, are released to kill a third of mankind (Revelation 9:15-16).
* Jude 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.
2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;...

After the second woe passes (Revelation 11:14), there comes a clear division in the book with the announcement from heaven. We will look at that later. Note that the seventh trumpet (3rd woe) isn’t til Revelation 11! 

The sixth angel sounded to announce the next judgment and John hears a voice. Literally, he heard one voice, the Greek text says, or a solitary voice. And this voice is described as coming from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God. This is the altar we met back in chapter 8. It's the altar of incense which symbolizes the prayers of God's people as the incense rises up into the holy of holies. Exodus 30 describes the actual altar of incense in the Tabernacle and on that square tabletop, there were four horns at the four corners of the square table and those horns represented, as they do throughout scripture, power like the horns of an animal represent its power. In this case, the power of the prayers of God's people or, more specifically, the power of God in answering the prayers of His people. And the voice in verse 13 comes from between those four horns. In other words, from the altar of incense itself. This links the judgment that's about to come to the prayers of God's people as we've seen already. God is dealing out His justice here in response to the prayers of His martyred saints back in 6:10. God's judgment on the people of earth during the tribulation - listen carefully - is not some sort of divine capriciousness or vindictiveness on God's part. It is divine justice. It is exactly what man's sin calls for.

**This sixth trumpet is a genocidal, demonic cavalry. It is unthinkable and yet, this is exactly what John saw. 

Notice the voice, verse 14, was, "saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet." So, the angel of the altar gives a command to the angel who blew the sixth trumpet. By the way, this is the only time that one of the angels blowing the seven trumpets participate in the judgment that they announced, but notice the angel of the altar of incense gives a command to the sixth angel and he says "'release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.'" Now, the word angels here is most commonly used in Revelation for holy angels and there are commentators who take that interpretation and say these are these are holy angels but other students of the Bible contend that these are not holy angels, but are fallen angels. These are demons - both because of what they do but also because holy angels in scripture are never presented as bound but rather demons often are, as we see in 2 Peter and in Jude 6-7:
2 Peter 2.4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment...; 
Jude 6-7 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
So, these four demons, these angelic beings, fallen angels, are bound, notice, "at the great river Euphrates." It's the Euphrates we are familiar with: 
· The source of the Euphrates is near Mount Ararat in Turkey. It flows 1,700 miles to the Persian Gulf. It was one of the rivers that flowed out of the Garden of Eden, according to Genesis 2. 
· In Genesis 15, God promised Abraham that his descendants would possess the land from the Nile in Egypt to the Euphrates. 
· It became the eastern boundary of Israel during the time of David and Solomon. That area of where the Euphrates is is also the region from which most of Israel's enemies came - the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Medo-Persians. 
· It was the eastern edge of the Roman empire, as well. It's interesting, later in chapter 16 of Revelation we'll learn that during the sixth bowl, the Euphrates will be dried up in order to make way for the kings of the east and set the stage for the battle of Armageddon. 
But why are these four demons bound in this region where the Euphrates is? Many scholars believe it's because it was there that sin began. It was there that the first murder in humanity was committed as Cain slew his brother. It's there that false religion began at Babel. This is the birthplace of all of these evil things at the human level. So, the angel of the altar commands the angel with the sixth trumpet to release the demons who were bound there in the area of the Euphrates.

***Verse 15. "And the four angels who had been prepared for the hour and the day and the month and the year were released." God had bound these demons for this exact moment. Again, this passage permeates with divine sovereignty. God sovereignly controls all of history - the good, the bad, the ugly. He is in charge of it all. He will hold all those who are committing evil responsible but He is directing it all to the ends He foresees. These four demons have been bound at God's command. Verse 15 goes on to stress that not only had God bound them but He had prepared them for this exact hour on this exact day and this exact month during this exact year. In other words, they're going to be released at the exact moment in the tribulation that God had determined. And here's the purpose of their planned release. Verse 15 says, "so that they would kill a third of mankind." You remember during the first half of chapter 9 in the swarm of demonic locust there were no deaths. Death took a holiday. After five months of that, death now returns to the planet with a vengeance. Back in the fourth seal, one fourth of the earth's population died. Now in this the sixth trumpet, a third of those who have survived to this point will die. Just to give you some context, if this happened today, two billion of earth's people would die. Together, these two plagues alone - the fourth seal and this sixth trumpet - these two plagues alone account for the death of half of the earth's population prior to the tribulation period. Just think about that even from, sadly, a logistical standpoint. You remember with the increased deaths that we experienced during Covid, morgues struggled to keep up and brought in refrigerated trucks to store the bodies. Can you imagine what it will be like on this planet when billions of people die at the same time?
But again, notice, God in His mercy limits the destruction that these four demons are allowed to inflict. It's a third, but it's not all. You see God is judging, but as is so often true, at the same time that God is judging, He is making an opportunity for repentance, for those who survived to repent. Leon Morris writes in his commentary, "there is a purpose of love behind the judgments. They are to make plain the seriousness and the ill desert of sin. They are to lead people to repent, to turn to God, and to be saved."
Now, in the fifth trumpet that we looked at in 8:13, it's explicitly stated that God will protect His own people. Those who are saved during the tribulation, who still are on this planet. He will protect them from these judgments and that will continue to be true with this sixth trumpet, although it's not stated explicitly. So, four demons of death will be released and they will lead a demonic army of two hundred million.  They will lead a demonic army of two hundred million!!

****John begins in verse 16 with their massive numbers. Notice what he writes, "the number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million." You'll notice armies is plural. So, there's clearly more than one army. There may be four different armies led, each one, by one of these four demons. But together, these demonic armies resemble a military force or cavalry. The total number of this demonic cavalry is two hundred million. In Greek, "two myriads of myriad's," or, "two times ten thousand times ten thousand." And the way it's expressed in the original language likely means it's an exact number. This is not some sort of hyperbole. This is an exact number. Put yourself back in the first century... The most powerful army you knew then the was the Roman army. The Roman army of the first century had twenty-five legions, a total of about 125,000 soldiers with an auxiliary force of that was similar in size. So that means the entire first century Roman army was about 250,000 soldiers. Those in the first century who read this letter could not have missed that this demonic cavalry is one thousand times larger than the Roman army. And this army is all cavalry. In the ancient world, chariots and cavalry were an absolute terror to all opposing armies, very hard to overcome and a demonic cavalry of 200,000 is incredibly terrifying, a truly irresistible force. Only God can limit the destruction of such a force and thankfully in His grace He does. Such a huge number, by the way, seems at first unbelievable. It's caused some to say, "no, this must be an overstatement. This must be a metaphor. He's just saying, there are a lot of them, but not 200,000,000." But notice what John says at the end of verse 16. "I heard the number of them." John says, "listen, as unbelievable as this number of two hundred million may sound, I'm not making this up. This was the number that was told to me."  Massive numbers.

❣️  Notice in verse 17, their menacing appearance. Now, as we work through this description, you're going to notice points of similarity with the demonic locusts in the first half of chapter 9. In both cases, they're clearly demonic. In both cases, they're clearly committed to destroying humanity. And in both cases, they inflict pain with their tails. At the same time, it is also clear that these are two separate judgments, two separate events. The demonic swarm wasn't permitted to kill anyone but only to injure. This demonic cavalry in the second half kills their prey to the tune of a third of earth's population. Not one person dies from the demonic swarm of locusts - even those who try, as we saw last time. Billions died from the demonic cavalry. So, what John describes next, then, is a picture of what he saw and it's so horrific that he begins with a unique expression reminding us that he truly heard and he truly saw these things in a vision that God gave him. Verse 17, "and this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them." It can even be translated like this: in my vision, I saw the horses and their riders as follows: this is what I saw." And then he goes on to say the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and brimstone. In the Greek text, it's not clear if only the riders have breast plates or that both the riders and their horses have breastplates. It was common, certainly, in the ancient world for cavalry for both the rider and the horse to have breast plates. One of the nations, the Parthenians toward the Euphrates and beyond that the Romans feared, their horses and cavalry were both the rider and the horse had breastplates. The other thing that's interesting here is, in Greek, fire, hyacinth, and brimstone could be describing the materials from which the breast plates were made or their color. Likely, it's describing the color and that's why our translation, you'll notice, added the word color, the color. The Greek word for fire describes a fiery, red color, obviously. The word for hyacinth is a dusky blue, like smoke, like sulfur. Sulfuric smoke. And the word for brimstone is a light yellow, like sulfur. So, red, dusky blue, and light yellow. It's possible that the breast plates of each rider and horse have all three of these colors or it's possible that a third of them have red breastplates, a third blue, and the third yellow.
Verse 17 goes on to say, "and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions." This point of comparison makes sense because the lion was the most powerful, ferocious animal known to the Mediterranean world in the first century and that's the point. In fact, John MacArthur writes this, "like lions, these demon forces fiercely, relentlessly, determinately stalk and slaughter their victims." Verse 17 goes on to say, "and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone." Out of their lion-like heads come fire, smoke, and brimstone. These three substances are the same color as the three colors on the breastplates. Fire, burning sulfur, and smoke are how God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and the other cities of the plain in Genesis 19. And it's very significant that in the rest of the Book of Revelation fire, smoke, and brimstone always refer to the eternal punishment of the wicked. We'll see it in four texts through the rest of the book of Revelation. In one of history's greatest ironies, these demonic armies will destroy their victims with the very same elements that will be the source of their eternal torment. Here's how Revelation 20:10 describes it: "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever."  

✞ We've seen their massive numbers (200 million) and their menacing appearance. Thirdly, notice their murderous genocide. Verse 18. A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues. John repeats this. A third of humanity killed by these demonic armies. And then he identifies the means that they'll use to accomplish this these three plagues, "by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths." The way he expresses it that somehow each of these play a role in their act of genocide but John doesn't explain how. There are some things God doesn't choose to tell us or to answer. Let me just warn you, by the way, don't get caught up in a sensational approach to prophesy that tries to identify these as modern tanks or bombers or nuclear missiles. Remember these are not human armies. Human armies come later in this book. These are demons. This is a demonic army disguised as cavalry dealing out death to a third of earth's population and, apparently, they will kill many with fire. And it's possible that the poisonous smoke from the sulfuric fire will asphyxiate the rest that they kill. This demonic cavalry declares war on earth's people and commits an unspeakable genocide of a third of humanity.

✞ ✞ “For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails." They have power to injure and ultimately to kill in two ways: their mouths - that refers back to the fire smoke and brimstone that pours out of their mouths - and their tails. John goes on to explain what he means. He says, "for their tails are like serpents and have heads and with them they do harm." Trying to picture a horse with a head of a lion and a snake tail with a head on the end of the tail is difficult: so notice he uses the word "like." These demons are not horses but, like horses and riders and their tails are not snakes but like snakes with heads. The most likely meaning here is that their tails are somehow armed to injure people in the same way that a snake's strike injures people. You remember the locust had the tails of scorpions to injure. The demonic horde here, this genocidal cavalry is armed and the tail is something like a snake strike that kills and destroys. The snake part of this reminds us that these creatures are inspired and motivated by, and are loyal to Satan who, in Revelation 12.9, is called, "the serpent of old." This demonic horde is filled with bloodlust, and they find joy in torturing and killing the people on this planet.

Application Questions:

1. When the four angels are released from the River Euphrates, am I confident that with the breastplate of righteousness and the Lord as my salvation, I have nothing to fear?

Psalm 118.4-6 Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 5I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place.  6The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?

V.  The purpose of the judgments is to lead humanity to repentance; yet despite the obvious supernatural origin and intention of such severe plagues, many still refuse to repent, exposing the hardness of their hearts. 

Rev. 9.20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
Rev. 9.21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.*

*This shows the shocking response of the survivors. Now remember, the six trumpet judgments have clearly been from God. Each of them have proven God's power. The first four, God's power over this created universe. These last ones, God's power over even the demonic hordes. Each has offered man a gracious opportunity to repent because God didn't destroy everyone. He didn't wipe people off the planet. And the last two of these trumpet judgments have powerfully demonstrated that Satan and his demons have an absolute contempt for humanity and when God, even for a moment, removes His restraining hand, they will inflict torment and death on as many as God will allow. But in the face of all of that, the rest of man’s responses are shocking because verse 20 tells us that sinners will not repent of their false gods. Notice, "the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands." Of course, the “rest of mankind” refers to the survivors of the sixth trumpet and it's demonic cavalry. They literally "did not even repent." It's like John is shocked as we should be. "They did not repent of the works of their hands." Throughout scripture that expression, "the works of their hands," refers most often to idols that have been created by man's hands throughout the Old Testament: 
Deuteronomy 4:28 And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.
Deuteronomy 27:15 Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen.
2Kings 19:18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them.

They, "did not repent of the works of their hands so, as not to worship demons." This expression is connected to idolatry. And the reason is this:  the worship of idols is, in fact, the worship of demons. Let me say that again. The worship of idols, the worship of false gods is, in fact, the worship of demons. 
Deuteronomy 32:17 [Speaking of those who were in false religion:] They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.
Psalms 106:37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,... (talking about the gods of Canaan)
1Corinthians 8:4   As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.  A few chapters later in 1 Corinthians 10.20 Paul says: But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

What are these passages teaching us? The point of these passages is that idols are not real. The false gods that are worshipped around this planet, they don't exist. They're not gods but every god that people worship other than the true God is demonically inspired, is demonically controlled. To say it a different way, real demons impersonate the false gods on this planet. Behind every lifeless idol there is a powerful demon with frightening, destructive power. The worshippers of idols in our world are not worshiping their gods. They don't exist. Instead, they are unknowingly worshiping the demons who impersonate their gods and these people, facing the judgments that are unveiled in Revelation, refuse to leave their idols.
Notice how John describes these false gods, these idols. First, he describes them by the lifeless, inanimate materials they're typically made of: (verse 20): "and the idols of gold, and of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and of wood." And then he describes them by their complete inability to do anything: "...which can neither see nor hear nor walk." Now, look at that word "can." The Greek word for can is #1410. δύναμαι dunamai, doo´-nam-ahee; of uncertain affinity; to be able or possible: — be able, can (do, + -not), could, may, might, be possible, be of power.  Comes from the root of the word "dunamis," which is the dynamite, capable, abundant, miraculous power of God! Idols have no power, no capacity, no ability to see, to hear, or to walk. In this Greek text, John uses the present tense to make the point that they're never seeing, they're never hearing, they're never walking. At no time do they have these powers that are basic characteristics of life. They're not alive. The Old Testament makes such a huge point of this. Isaiah 44, beginning with verse 6-20: 
Thus says Yahweh, the king of Israel and his Redeemer, "Yahweh of armies, I am the first and I am the last. And there is no God besides Me. Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it. Yes, let him confront Me. In order from the time that I established the ancient nation, let them declare to them the things that are coming and the events that are going to take place."
This is what He says: "Listen well at one of your gods tell you what's going to happen and it come true. I'm the only God." He ends verse 8, "is there any God besides Me or is there any other Rock? I know of none." And then notice verse 9. "Those who fashion a graven image are all of them futile and their precious things are of no profit." He goes on to describe it in verse 12: The man shapes iron into a cutting tool and does his work over the coals, fashioning it with hammers and working it with his strong arm. He also gets hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and becomes weary. Another shapes wood, he extends a measuring line; he outlines it with red chalk. He works it with planes and outlines it with a compass, and makes it like the form of a man, like the beauty of man, so that it may sit in a house. Surely he cuts cedars for himself, and takes a cypress or an oak and raises it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and the rain makes it grow. Then it becomes something for a man to burn, so he takes one of them and warms himself; he also makes a fire to bake bread. He also makes a god and worships it; he makes it a graven image and falls down before it. Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he eats meat as he roasts a roast and is satisfied. He also warms himself and says, "Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire." But the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven image. He falls down before it and worships; he also prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god." They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend. No one recalls, nor is there knowledge or understanding to say, "I have burned half of it in the fire and also have baked bread over its coals. I roast meat and eat it. Then I make the rest of it into an abomination, I fall down before a block of wood!" He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside. And he cannot deliver himself, nor say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand?"
That's the futility of idolatry. It's irrational and makes no sense. It's to worship a god who has never seen, who has never heard, who can never move. This is how people will be even after experiencing the horrors of God's judgment during Revelation. Osborne writes, "the foolish people of this world would rather worship the demons that have so mistreated them than turn to the God of love and repent."
Sinners will not repent of their false gods nor their sinful behavior. Idolatry, in verse 20, is forbidden in the first table of God's law, in the first four Commandments. The sins that follow in verse 21, are addressed in the second table of God's law, the last six of the Ten Commandments - the sixth command against murder, the seventh command against adultery, and the eighth command against theft.
Here's how it works: The worship of idols invariably leads their worshipers to copy the sins of their gods. The false gods commit all kinds of sins. And they lead their followers to do the same, either by ignoring and sort of turning a blind eye to the sins of their people or often grotesquely encouraging those who worship them to practice these things, even in an act of worship. If you visit Israel and go to Dan in the far north where one of the alternative worship centers were established, one of the "high places" you read about in the Old Testament, you see it is a high place. It's a higher place built up on a hill like a platform. then On top of that platform, the idol worshippers would commit all kinds of sins  because their gods wanted to watch. That's why God said you've got to get rid of the high places because that's the kind of stuff that went on there. You become like who or what you worship.
Verse 21 says, "they did not repent of their murders." Even during the tribulation, even while people are dealing with all that we have studied so far, violent crimes will escalate because without a sense of morality, evil and unrepentant people will simply copy the demonic cavalry's taste for blood.
"...[N]or of their sorceries." The Greek word is pharmakon. You recognize it the word from which we get our word pharmacy, pharmaceuticals. Its primary meaning is a drug. It can refer to harmful drugs like poisons. It can refer to healing drugs, such as medicine. But it also refers, as it does here, to drugs and potions used in the religious rites of the Greco-Roman world. You see, drugs were used in the pagan rituals to heighten a sense of ecstasy and awareness of the spiritual world, to put the worshiper in contact with the gods in an emotional, experiential way.
They also didn't repent of their, "immorality." The Greek word is porneia. It's used, as it often, as as a general word for sexual sin of every kind. Despite the devastating judgments people have experienced, they will continue to indulge themselves in sexual sins like premarital sex, adultery, homosexuality, prostitution, and all manner of sexual deviations.
"...[N]or of their thefts." With so much of the world devastated by the seals and the trumpet judgment, necessities like food and clothing will become harder to get. People have always been comfortable taking things which belong to another but in that environment, people will become even more committed and comfortable with stealing that which belongs to another. Under the influence of Satan and his demons, the entire world will plunge with greediness into false religion, violent crime, every kind of sexual perversion and utter disregard for the property of others.
But their sins will not go unnoticed. In fact, these very sins will add to their ultimate damnation. Chapter 21:8. For the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. You know, when you look at the end of Revelation 9 and the people's unwillingness to repent, I think William Mounts is exactly right when he writes: "nowhere will you find a more accurate picture of sinful humanity pressed to the extreme. One would think that the terrors of God's wrath would bring rebels to their knees. Not so. Past the point of no return, they respond to greater punishment with increased rebellion. Such is sinful nature, untouched and unmoved by the mercies of God." Osborne writes this, "these plagues of destruction of killed a third of humanity, yet they have not affected the repentance that God has sought. The demons have demonstrated their contempt and hatred for the nations, but rather than turn to the God of mercy, unbelievers turn once more to their idols and their sinful practices. There could be no more tragic picture of human depravity."
What a hard chapter. What are the lessons for us from these verses?
· First of all, we learn the reality that Satan is, by nature, a murderer. Isn't that what Jesus said in John 8:44? "He was a murderer from the beginning." A liar and a murderer. That means that every murder on this planet, beginning with Cain's murder of Abel is from Satan, ultimately. 1 John 3:11, 12 and 15 all make that very clear. Murder and the murderous heart, the anger that wants to harm and hurt, and kill, all of those things are reflections of Satan himself.
1John 3:11-12   For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous. 
1 John 3:15    Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.
· Secondly, we learn that God is not the cause of evil, but He does allow it and He does use it for His own purposes, but He will one day destroy it and He will punish every evil act and every evil person. Throughout history, God has seriously restrained and limited both demonic and human evil and when God brings judgment - judgments like these that don't destroy everyone - they are judgments but at the same time they are warnings and they are a tender call from God for those living at that time to repent because, unlike the demons, God has no delight in the death of the wicked; Instead, He pleads with them to repent. That's the heart of God.
Ezekiel 18.32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. (God’s Word says: “Change the way you think and act!”)
· Number three: man's response to God's judgment on earth reminds us that this will continue to be unregenerate man's response to God's judgment in hell forever. You know, some people struggle with eternal hell for a brief lifetime of sin but understand that that's not what we're really talking about solely because Revelation ends by telling us, "let the filthy be filthy still." Sinners in hell are not going to repent. They are going to live every day of their eternal existence blaspheming God and sinning in whatever ways, even if it's in their mind, that they find it capable to do because they are unchanged. They are who they are and just like these people on the planet described here in Revelation 9 who, in the face of all of God's judgment refused to turn from their sin, the same will be true in hell forever.  This short but impactful Bible study is presented as a Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Annihilation or Eternal Punishment handout for your perusal.
· And number four: no sinner ever repents and believes unless God initiates salvation in sovereign grace. And here's the good news: He does. The initiation is from God. That is, that God in sovereign grace works to draw them to Himself and if He didn't, no one would ever be saved. The only reason most do not believe is their own sinful rebellion. God's gracious, sovereign grace draws sinners to Himself, that's why some believe;  and the reason most don't is because they hear the gracious invitation of the gospel and they refuse to repent. Osborne writes this, "We see once more the theodicy of the book" – [the word theodicy means a justification of God, a defense of God ]– "...justifying the redemptive love of God..." - you see it in His warning people to repent and His giving them room and space to repent – "...and, at the same time, the justice of His judgments." And then he writes this, "the Great White Throne judgment and the Lake of Fire are the only just responses in light of such overwhelming depravity." God is just. God will treat no man unfairly.  ...No one's treated unfairly. Some get what they don't deserve, grace; everybody else gets exactly what they have earned and deserved for their rebellion against God. God is, as Paul says in Romans 9 and 10, perfectly just. God is just, and not a single person in the universe will ever get anything less than justice. God has chosen for nothing in us, for no reason in us, for nothing but His own eternal love to show grace to us instead of giving us the justice we've actually earned/deserved. He gives us grace we could never earn. We thank God for our Lord Jesus Christ, remembering that grace had a name and grace and mercy met grace and justice on the hill of Calvary. We thank God that He has rescued us from the wrath that's coming and we look for the grace to be revealed when our Lord returns.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220410p-128924
] 


The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts” (Rev. 9:20-21).
Instead of turning to God in repentance, they dig in with their defiance even more. The heart of man has grown so hard that even among great tragedy and death, they refuse to turn from sin and turn towards God. They continue to reject his love and compassion. This shows you the danger and power of a hardened heart. That’s why the Bible warns against hardening your heart – there are dangerous consequences associated with it.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-are-the-seven-trumpets-in-revelation.html
] 


Chapter 16:9, when the fourth angel pours out his bowl judgment (verse 8) and the sun begins to scorch men - here's the opposite of what happens that we saw tonight. Verse 9 says, "Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him glory." Verse 11, after the fifth angel pours out his bowl judgment, "and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds." Verse 21: "And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe."
Now, just think for a moment. You're on the planet. You are experiencing these catastrophic judgments and you become aware, as does everyone else on this planet, that this isn't natural. This is divine. This is God. How do you think you would respond? Apart from the intervening grace of God, you would respond the same way these people did.
Undoubtedly, when these disasters strike the planet, there will be summits called by political leaders. There will be emergency sessions in legislatures all around the globe. There will be a convening of the United Nations. There will be panels of scientists who will get together. They will all desperately seek answers to resolve these illogical disasters. They will try to lessen the damage these disasters have done to earth's ecosystems, but they will not be seeking the Lord and they will not repent.
Not even divine miracles are going to convince a sinner to believe. Isn't that what Jesus said in, you remember the story, of the rich man and Lazarus? The rich man says, "Please, send someone who's been resurrected to my brothers, and they will believe." And you remember what Lazarus says in the story? "[Listen] If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead." Case in point. I mean, think about the Roman soldiers who witnessed the resurrection. Think about the Sanhedrin, who heard first-hand testimony of the resurrection. What does this tell us? It tells us you ought to be grateful every moment of your life, and I ought to be grateful every moment of my life, that God intervened. Because if it weren't for grace, I can tell you where I'd be - wandering down some lonesome road to nowhere with my salvation up to me. And I know how that would go. And you do too. This is a reminder that only grace rescues sinners from their rebellion.

Isaiah 26.8-10 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 9With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 10Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD.

Application Questions:

1.  Lord, have I waited for you, and has the desire of [my] soul [been] to Thy Name and to the remembrance of Thee, in the night? How do my actions in the night demonstrate my focus on You alone? 

2. When Thy judgments are in the earth, how does my life demonstrate that my goal is to learn righteousness throughout?

3. How have I demonstrated in my life that I have not put the works of my hands above You; that I have not worshipped devils, nor idols of gold and silver and brass and things of monetary value, that I do not focus on stone, and wood for my value and purpose (things which neither can see nor hear nor walk)? 

4. Do I live in true repentance for murder [Gr # 3404. μισέω miseo, mis-eh´-o; from a primary μῖσος misos [hatred]; to detest [especially to persecute]; by extension, to love less: — hate[-ful]. [1 John 3.15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.])?

5. Does my life demonstrate true repentence in turning away from sorceries (Gr. # 5331. φαρμακεία pharmakeia, far-mak-i´-ah; from 5332; medication [“pharmacy”], i.e. [by extension] magic [literally or figuratively]: — sorcery, witchcraft. 5332. φαρμακεύς pharmakeus, far-mak-yoos´; from φάρμακον pharmakon [a drug, i.e. spell-giving potion]; a druggist [“pharmacist”] or poisoner, i.e. [by extension] a magician: — sorcerer.)? 

6. Does my life demonstrate true repentence in turning away from thefts [any things I have taken from another]?

I'm am loving studying the book of Revelation, but it's hard. These are real judgments on real people who live on this planet - people like your neighbors, people like your family and friends who don't know the Lord. This is hard. And because of the goodness and patience of God, it is hard for any of us to really come to grips with the fact that, one day, our God will manifest His justice against this world, and He'll do so in devastating, destructive judgment. I mean, today, think about it: even His determined enemies, both those who just kind of tolerate God, or those who ignore God, or those who claim to know Him but disregard His commandments and His Word and His Heart and have no relationship with Him at all – every one of those people have lives that are filled with God's goodness.
Do you understand what God's doing with His goodness to the people around us who don't know Him? In  Acts 14:17 Paul is talking to a bunch of idolaters. He says that the true God, the God who made heaven and earth, "He did not leave Himself without witness [to you], in that He did good [to you] and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness." We live in a world when God just lavishes people with His goodness. And you know what happens because we are sinners? If we don't know the Lord, we misinterpret that goodness - "It's because God and I are okay. He's okay with me. We're going to be fine. I'm going to be fine at death. I'm going to be fine if Christ comes back. Don't worry about me." I hear that from so many people - "Don't worry about me. We're good. God and I are good." It's a misunderstanding of God's goodness in your life. God’s goodness in your life is His witness to you of Himself; of Who He is!  How does man respond? Romans 1: He neither glorifies God, nor is He thankful. I think there's a very real likelihood that God is reminding humanity that every good thing they enjoy on this planet comes directly from His hand - He gave it to them to witness to them of WHO He is and to show you how He longs for you to choose Him and have a relationship with Him. Because if you do not choose to live for Him, you are choosing to reject Him and live without Him eternally.
Turn to Romans 2. Romans 2:1: "Therefore you have no excuse, every one of you who passes judgment [on others], for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things." You know, when you criticize and critique other people, God says, "You know what? You're just accumulating more judgment for yourself. You're just reminding yourself and Me of all of the things that you are guilty of." Verse 3: "But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?" Really? I mean, you think  you and God are okay? Now, watch verse 4: "Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and [His] tolerance and patience..." In other words, do you just take for granted, because God is so good and so generous... Do not mistakenly interpret all the good things God has filled your life with as the fact that He's never going to deal with you in any other way. That's not what the Scriptures teach. The Scripture teaches that you must come to Him through His Son. You must repent of your sins and believe in Christ as your only hope of being right with God. And right now, that goodness that you're experiencing – is for one purpose. Verse 4: "...not knowing that the kindness of God [that you're experiencing right now. God intends to] leads you to repentance?" God is being good to you so that you will repent of your sins and put your trust in His Son. Verse 5: "[If that's not how you respond] But because of your stubbornness [your unwillingness to do that] and [your] unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS..."
Paul says, "Listen, don't misunderstand God's goodness. God is being good to you because He is good, because He's loving, because He's generous, and to urge you to repent and trust in His Son." We need to do that. We need to encourage others to do that! Because if you refuse to do that, Paul says, "You are stockpiling God's wrath." It will come. It's true. It's real. It will happen. The only shelter from that storm is in the person of Jesus Christ. Paul describes Christ as the one who rescues us from the wrath to come. If you're in Christ, you have a Rescuer. He's not going to let you endure the wrath of God that the rest of sinful men face.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220320p-128968
] 

But we are back to 2 Pet. 3.10-18 if we believe all He has told us:  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.)
Today is the day of salvation. This is coming. These are realities. The world will end the way God has described it. It's ludicrous, it's frightening for you to postpone and say, "Well, maybe someday I'll seek reconciliation with God." The Scripture says, "Today is the day." "DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS ... AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS [and many of them died]", as Hebrews 3 says. Instead, trust in Jesus Christ. Trust in His life, lived in satisfying the justice of God, satisfying the law of God, I should say, on your behalf. He lived a perfect life. He was "born under the law", Galatians 4 says, "so that He might redeem those who were under the Law..." He lived the life you were supposed to live. And then, He died the death you had earned by your sin. If you will put your trust in Him, He died in your place. And then God raised Him from the dead. I plead with you, as Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians, "...we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God." Today is the day.
God is perfectly just, and He will and must punish every sin. You know, we take sins so lightly. But if you want to see how bad sin is, go to the Garden of Eden. The sin that's in the world, the death that's come through sin, was the result of a single act of disobedience - eating from a tree God said, "Don't eat from that tree!" And this is what we have. That's how bad sin is, because every sinful act is filled with an ocean of sin. If you want to see how bad sin is, go to the cross. Look at Christ. If you had been the only sinner on this planet, if God had decided in eternity past that you were the only one elect, and that He wanted to save you, it would have required everything that Jesus Christ did. That's how bad sin is. God does and will punish sin. Don't play with God.
God is such a gracious Savior, because the point of these plagues is not primarily judgment at this point. It is judgment, but it's also repentance. Twelve times it says, "only a third", "only a third", "only a third". Why? Because God is bringing judgment but, in wrath, He's remembering mercy. He's calling to repentance.
Look back at Exodus. There are many similarities between this and the plagues. I love Exodus 9. You've read, of course, how the plagues are unfolded on Egypt. I love this interchange between Moses and Pharaoh. Exodus 9:13: "Then the LORD said to Moses, 'Rise up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD [Yahweh], the God of the Hebrews, 'Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your servants and your people [notice this], so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth. For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth.''" You know what God is saying? He says, "Listen. I'm not trying to destroy you with the plagues. If I were trying to destroy you, you would be destroyed." Verse 16: "But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth." Why? Obviously, for the glory of God, but also for the salvation of His elect - so that they could see. Even people in Egypt left Egypt with the children of Israel. They came to believe in the God of Israel. They came to believe in Yahweh. God was putting Himself on display, and in the centuries following the exodus from Egypt, there were others all over the planet. Even in Canaan, you remember, a woman named Rahab, who heard the great things that God had done in Egypt, and through that, came to believe in Him. So, even in the midst of wrath, in the midst of the Tribulation, God is remembering mercy, and He is proclaiming the gospel through the 144,000, others who've come to believe through their testimony, and He is drawing them to Himself because that's the nature of God. He doesn't find joy or delight in the death of the wicked but that all would come to repentance.
This is what will unfold in the future.
I just leave you tonight with that one reminder. Before you go to bed tonight, take time to thank the Lord that, in sovereign grace, He tenderized your heart; He drew you to Himself through the gospel; He gave you life, gave you repentance and faith because, if that weren't true, if it weren't for grace, if it weren't for His sovereign grace, you would be just like the people in Revelation who respond to God's goodness with disdain and ingratitude, and to His judgment with blasphemy. But God. But God.[endnoteRef:16] [16:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220327p-128957
] 


What God’s Word Says About Repentence

· God wills all to come to repentance
2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Luke 15.7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
Luke 15.10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.
Ezekiel 18.23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
· We must confess our sins and repent (our lives, words and deeds should reflect our true repentance).
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Acts 3.19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
Acts 2.38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Luke 13.3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
Acts 17.30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
Matthew 4.17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 3.8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
2 Chronicles 7.14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
Revelation 2.5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
Acts 20.21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
Proverbs 28.13   He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.
Romans 2.4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
Mark 1.15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.
Matthew 3.2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Revelation 3.19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
Luke 24.47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Luke 13.5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
Luke 5.32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
2 Corinthians 7.10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
2 Corinthians 7.9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.
Acts 8.22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.
Zechariah 1.3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.
Jeremiah 26.3 If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings.
Psalms 51.4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
Psalms 38.18 For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.
Revelation 3.3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
James 4.8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
Hebrews 6.1   Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
1 Thessalonians 1.9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;
2 Corinthians 7.9-10 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. 10For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
Luke 5.31-32 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 32I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Luke 3.3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;
Mark 6.12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent.
Mark 1.14-15   Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.
Mark 1.4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
Matthew 21.32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.
Matthew 9.13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Joel 2.13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.
Ezekiel 18.32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
Ezekiel 18.21-23  But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
Jeremiah 18.8 If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.
Isaiah 55.7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
2 Chronicles 30.9 For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your brethren and your children shall find compassion before them that lead them captive, so that they shall come again into this land: for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, if ye return unto him.
Revelation 2.21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.
1 John 1.8   If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
2 Timothy 2.24-25 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
Romans 3.23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
John 3.16-17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
Luke 3.8-9 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 9And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Ezekiel 18.30-32   Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
Isaiah 55.6-7  Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Isaiah 44.22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.
Psalms 32.1   Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 3When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 4For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 5I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 
Psalms 32.5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

Revelation 9:

Summary:  When the bottomless pit is opened by a (fifth) messenger from heaven (indicating God is in complete control), the smoke of the great furnace arises and the sun and air are darkened, locusts with power like scorpions are released to torment men who do not have the seal of God in their foreheads for five months, led by the king over them from the pit named Abaddon (Apollyon in Greek), which is the first woe; when the sixth messenger sounds four angels bound in the river Euphrates are loosed to slay 1/3 of men: with 200,000,000 horsemen, their power in their mouth and in their tails. His hand is stretched out still... yet many still refuse to repent. His hand is stretched out reaching to us before His hand will be reached out in judgment, when people reject what He longs to give and sin must be judged. 

Shorter: His hand is stretched out still... yet many still refuse to repent.

Aim:  This passage would cause me to know and walk in relationship with God so that I am hidden in the cleft of the Rock[endnoteRef:17] when judgment comes against those who have chosen to worship devils, idols of gold, silver, brass, stone and wood which can’t see, hear nor walk.  [17:  
The term "cleft of the rock" appears in the Bible as a significant symbol of divine protection, refuge, and revelation. It is most notably referenced in the Old Testament, where it serves as a powerful metaphor for God's sheltering presence and the intimate encounters between God and His people.
A. Exodus 33:22: One of the most prominent mentions of the cleft of the rock is found in the account of Moses on Mount Sinai. After the Israelites' sin with the golden calf, Moses intercedes for the people, and God agrees to show Moses His glory. The Lord says to Moses, "When My glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by" . Here, the cleft of the rock serves as a place of safety and divine encounter, where Moses is shielded by God's hand as His glory passes by. This passage underscores the holiness of God and the need for protection when in His presence.
B. Song of Solomon 2:14: The cleft of the rock is also mentioned in the poetic and allegorical language of the Song of Solomon. The Beloved calls to his bride, saying, "O my dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places of the mountainside, show me your face, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely."  In this context, the cleft of the rock symbolizes a place of intimacy and seclusion, where the Beloved seeks the presence and beauty of His bride. This imagery is often interpreted as a representation of Christ's love for His Church, inviting believers into a deeper sequestered relationship with Him.
The cleft of the rock is rich in theological meaning, representing God's provision of safety and His desire for a personal relationship with His people. It illustrates the concept of God as a refuge, a theme that resonates throughout Scripture. In times of trouble or danger, believers are encouraged to seek shelter in the Lord, much like Moses was hidden in the cleft of the rock.
Furthermore, the cleft of the rock highlights the balance between God's transcendence and immanence. While God is holy and majestic, requiring a protective barrier for Moses, He is also near and accessible, inviting His people into His presence. This duality is central to the Christian understanding of God's nature.
The imagery of the cleft of the rock has also inspired Christian hymnody, most notably in the hymn "Rock of Ages" by Augustus Toplady. The hymn speaks of Christ as the "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," drawing on the biblical imagery to express the believer's reliance on Christ's sacrifice and protection. This hymn reflects the enduring significance of the cleft of the rock as a symbol of salvation and security in Christ.
In summary, the cleft of the rock is a profound biblical symbol that conveys themes of divine protection, intimacy, and revelation. It invites believers to find refuge in God and to seek a deeper relationship with Him, assured of His presence and care.
https://biblehub.com/topical/c/cleft_of_the_rock.htm
] 
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