Revelation 10 – Stand in your Lot as the Mysteries of God are Finished
____________________

(Interlude bet. between 6-7 Trumpets: 7th Trumpet Sounds in Rev 11.15)

Revelation 10.1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:
Revelation 10.2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,
Revelation 10.3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.
Revelation 10.4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
Revelation 10.5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,
Revelation 10.6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:
Revelation 10.7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.
Revelation 10.8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.
Revelation 10.9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.
Revelation 10.10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.
Revelation 10.11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.

The Interlude: A Pattern of Six, a Pause, and the Seventh[endnoteRef:1] [1:  https://unforsaken.org/bible-studies/studies-by-theme/the-seven-trumpets-of-revelation-seven-earthly-judgments/
] 

A significant pattern emerges throughout Scripture: a series of six followed by a pause or interlude, and then a climactic seventh. In the case of the trumpets, after the sixth judgment, there is a break in the narrative (Revelation 10.1–11.14). This pause allows for reflection and prepares the reader for the final trumpet.
This pattern is also seen in other judgments:
Creation: God creates the world in six days and rests on the seventh (Genesis 1.31-2.3).
Jericho: The Israelites march around Jericho for six days, and on the seventh day, they shout and blow trumpets, bringing the walls down (Joshua 6.15-16).
The Seals of Revelation: The seventh seal introduces the trumpets after a pause (Revelation 8.1).
This cadence underscores the intentionality and order of God’s judgments.
You remember, back in chapter 6, we watched as John saw the souls of those who'd been martyred during the Tribulation, under the altar in heaven, cry out. Do you remember what they said in chapter 6:10? They said, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" That question of how long has really come from the lips of God's people throughout human history. The heart of the question really is this: why does God permit sin to continue unabated and sinners unpunished? Why and how long until God deals with it?[endnoteRef:2] [2:  This beautiful exposé is from  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220424p-128900
] 

This is the question of the saints throughout the Scriptures:
Job 21:7: "Why do the wicked still live, continue on, also become very powerful?" 
Psalm 94:3-4: "How long shall the wicked, O LORD, how long shall the wicked exult? They pour forth words, they speak arrogantly; all who do wickedness vaunt themselves." 
Jeremiah 12:1: "Righteous are You, O LORD, that I would plead my case with You [Jeremiah prays]; indeed I would discuss matters of justice with You: why has the way of the wicked prospered? Why are all those who deal in treachery at ease? You have planted them, they have also taken root; they grow, they have even produced fruit. You are near to their lips but far from their mind. But You know me, O LORD; You see me; and You examine my heart's attitude toward You. Drag them off like sheep for the slaughter and set them apart for a day of carnage!" 
Habakkuk 1:13, as Habakkuk thinks about the coming destruction of his people by the Babylonians, he says: "Your eyes [Oh God] are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor on those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those more righteous than they?"
If you're honest, if we're honest with ourselves, we all struggle with the same questions, questions like, "God, why don't You stop the carnage in ________?" "God, why don't You stop all of the sex trafficking and the murders, the abuse of children, the abortions, the abuse of authority, the countless other ways that man sins against others?" “God, why do you allow us as your children to suffer and to suffer at the hands of those who are your enemies?" "How long, Oh God, will you allow sin to remain unpunished?" "When, God, will You finally intervene?" That's been the question since sin entered the world.
Scripture's answer is the day of the Lord is coming. The day of the Lord is coming. God will have His day. He will break His silence. He will step into human history in the person of His Son and bring His eternal plan to its consummation. He will make everything right and everything new.
During the future seven-year tribulation, when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, it will announce the end - the end of human history and the imminent return of Jesus Christ and His reign as Lord. The seventh trumpet will announce and will initiate the seven bowl judgments that are described in chapter 16 - those intense, rapid-fire judgments that come immediately before and usher in Christ's return to the earth. We're almost there.
But before the angel sounds the seventh trumpet, there is first an interlude and that interlude begins in chapter 10:1 and runs through chapter 11:14. And like the interlude between the sixth and seventh seals in chapter 7, and the interlude between the sixth and seventh bowls in just one verse (chapter 16:15), this interlude is here for a purpose. It's to remind God's people, as these events unfold, that God is still sovereign over all these things. He's not forgotten His people and He is redeeming others.
Just to remind you of where we are, the theme of ...Revelation, is in fact the revelation, the unveiling of Jesus Christ. It is from Jesus Christ, and it is about Jesus Christ - His person, His work, and His kingdom. He is the source of the book - it is the revelation of Jesus Christ - and He is the theme of this book.
[Remember the] outline [we saw from] Jesus' words in chapter 1:19. They provide the natural framework ...of this book. There we read: "Therefore [Jesus says to John, chapter 1:19] write [number one] the things which you have seen [that's the vision in chapter 1], and the things which are [that's the messages to the churches in chapters 2-3], and the things which will take place after these things [that's where we are now]." We're studying the third part of this outline - "the things which will take place" - the stages that unfold Jesus' final triumph (chapters 4 through 22).

The Severity of Judgment and the Call to Repentance
The trumpets of Revelation (which we began to look at in Revelation chapter 8) reveal the severity of God’s judgment against sin. Yet even in the midst of these terrifying events, they serve as a call to repentance. Like the fall of Jericho, the trumpets signal the inevitability of God’s victory and the futility of resisting His will.
We saw in chapter 9, specifically Revelation 9.20-21 that tragically many will harden their hearts, refusing to turn from their sin. These judgments, severe as they are, serve as a reminder of God’s justice and mercy. He is patient, “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3.9).

I.    Coming down from heaven, covered with a cloud (Mark 14:61-62; Daniel 7:13-14), a rainbow representing the fulfillment of covenant upon his head (Ezekiel 1.26-28; Revelation 4.2-3), his face as the sun (he has been in the presence of God Himself! Exodus 34.29-35; Matthew 17.2; Revelation 1.16), and his feet as pillars of fire (Ezekiel 1.27; Revelation 1.15). (Must read Habakkuk 3 in its entirety...[endnoteRef:3]), holding the OPEN BOOK (without “seals”), with his feet indicating he has been given the earth and the seas, crying with a loud voice as a lion roaring (indicating the king’s wrath in Proverbs19.12), and thunders uttering a message, this mighty representative from the throne of God steps into God’s ultimate victory and establishment of His eternal kingdom.  (See Endnote 3 indicating Similarity does not make identity. ...similarities do not necessitate identifying this mighty angel as the second person of the Trinity.)  [3:  A PRAYER of Habakkuk the prophet, set to wild, enthusiastic, and triumphal music.  2 O Lord, I have heard the report of You and was afraid. O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make [Yourself] known! In wrath [earnestly] remember love, pity, and mercy.  3 God [approaching from Sinai] came from Teman [which represents Edom] and the Holy One from Mount Paran [in the Sinai region]. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! His glory covered the heavens and the earth was full of His praise.  4 And His brightness was like the sunlight; rays streamed from His hand, and there [in the sunlike splendor] was the hiding place of His power.  5 Before Him went the pestilence [as in Egypt], and burning plague followed His feet [as in Sennacherib’s army]. 6 He stood and measured the earth; He looked and shook the nations, and the eternal mountains were scattered and the perpetual hills bowed low. His ways are everlasting and His goings are of old.  7 I [Habakkuk, in vision] saw the tents of Cushan [probably Ethiopia] in affliction; the [tent] curtains of the land of Midian trembled.  8 Were You displeased with the rivers, O Lord? Or was Your anger against the rivers [You divided]? Was Your wrath against the [Red] Sea, that You rode [before] upon Your horses and Your chariots of victory and deliverance?  9 Your bow was made quite bare; sworn to the tribes [of Israel] by Your sure word were the rods of chastisement, scourges, and calamities. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! With rivers You cleaved the earth [bringing forth waters in dry places]. 10 The mountains saw You; they trembled and writhed [as if in pain]. The overflowing of the water passed by [as at the deluge]; the deep uttered its voice and lifted its hands on high.  11 The sun and moon stood back [as before Joshua] in their habitation at the light of Your arrows as they sped, at the flash of Your glittering spear. 12 You marched through the land in indignation; You trampled and threshed the nations in anger.  13 You went forth and have come for the salvation of Your people, for the deliverance and victory of Your anointed [people Israel]; You smote the head of the house of the wicked, laying bare the foundation even to the neck. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!  14 You pierced with his own arrows the head of [the enemy’s] hordes; they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me [the people], rejoicing as if to devour the poor [Israel] secretly.  15 You have trodden the sea with Your horses, [beside] the heap of great and surging waters. 16 I heard and my [whole inner self] trembled; my lips quivered at the sound. Rottenness enters into my bones and under me [down to my feet]; I tremble. I will wait quietly for the day of trouble and distress when there shall come up against [my] people him who is about to invade and oppress them.  17 Though the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on the vines, [though] the product of the olive fails and the fields yield no food, though the flock is cut off from the fold and there are no cattle in the stalls,  18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the [victorious] God of my salvation! 19 The Lord God is my Strength, my personal bravery, and my invincible army; He makes my feet like hinds’ feet and will make me to walk [not to stand still in terror, but to walk] and make [spiritual] progress upon my high places [of trouble, suffering, or responsibility]!
] 


Revelation 10.1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: (See Endnote[endnoteRef:4]  for exhaustive study of who this mighty angel is.)* [4:  Taken from https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html 
The description of this mighty angel has significant similarities to that of deity.
3.10.1.1 - Divine Similarities
Caution is needed when attempting to establish the identity of this angel, even though the ultimate identity of the angel has little effect upon the purpose of the chapter.  For the discussion concerning the angel’s identity often includes imprecise logic—most frequently found in the form of sweeping statements which either affirm or deny his identification as Christ based on similarities between this passage and other portions of Scripture.
For example:
What absolutely forbids this angel being Christ is the oath sworn by the angel in Revelation 10:5-6, one that could never come from the lips of the second person of the Trinity (Beckwith, Mounce).
This is faulty logic, for elsewhere Scripture readily affirms that God swears by Himself:
For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” (Heb. 6:13-14) [emphasis added]
Similar non-sequiturs characterize much of the discussion on this subject. It seems that many interpreters arrive at chapter ten with an a priori view regarding the identity of the angel and simply amass snippets from supporting Scriptures in an attempt to bolster their position. 
Another example: 
Some assert that this angel is Christ because of the many similarities in his description with the angel of Daniel 10. But this conclusion assumes the deity of the angel in Daniel 10, an assumption which is difficult to maintain when one considers that Daniel’s angel required assistance from Michael (Daniel 10:13, 21). Yet this crucial detail is not addressed. Care should be exercised when evaluating the evidence both for and against the divine identification. Certainly, the appearance and activities of the angel are remarkably similar to that of deity.



Adding to these similarities is the OT representation of the second person of the Trinity by an angel, the Angel of the Lord.
Yet, similarity does not make identity. These similarities do not necessitate identifying this mighty angel as the second person of the Trinity. Mighty angel is ἄγγελον ἰσχυρὸν [angelon ischyron], the same phrase which is translated “strong angel” in Revelation 5:2. There, a strong angel asks “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals,” to which the answer will eventually come forth: “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has prevailed to open the scroll” (Revelation 5:5). Since the strong angel in chapter 5 is not Christ, then this mighty angel need not be understood as Christ. Later, a mighty angel (ἄγγελος ἰσχυρὸς [angelos ischyros]) takes up a great stone and throws it into the sea to indicate how Babylon will be destroyed (Revelation 18:21). As we have previously noted (Revelation 6:2), it seems unlikely that any of these mighty angels are to be understood as Christ because the Lamb is still in heaven in the process of loosing the seals and does not ride forth until all seven seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments have been initiated (Revelation 19:11). He is the instigator of all that flows forth in the judgments, but does not participate in them until His literal, bodily coming to take up His kingdom. Although the description of angels may at times be very similar to the description of God’s glory (Daniel 10:4; Revelation 1:14-15), this is not a reliable indicator of deity, as in the vision given to Daniel where a most glorious angel nevertheless requires the assistance of Michael to withstand other fallen angels (Dan. 10:12, 20). Moreover, on the mount of transfiguration, not only was Jesus transfigured, but Moses and Elijah also appeared in great glory (Matthew 17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30). Thus, glorious manifestations, as here, need not necessitate a divine identification. In the phrase another mighty angel, another is αλλος [allos] (another similar angel) rather than ἑτερος [heteros] (another different angel). This angel is like other angels, whereas Christ is essentially different from angels. [T]he Greek word translated "another" (another strong angel) is a word that means another of the same kind. He's just another strong angel, like the one we already met in chapter 5:1. But Christ has nobody else in His category. He is unique. All the angels are created. He is the Creator and the uncreated One. So, this can't be Christ. (See https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220424p-128900.)
Although, as we have observed, Christ is referred to as an angel or messenger in His OT appearances as the Angel of Jehovah, we are now speaking of the incarnate glorified Christ. “While the preincarnate Christ appeared in the Old Testament as the Angel of the Lord, the New Testament nowhere refers to Him as an angel. (MacArthur, Revelation 1-11 : The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Revelation 10:1.)  When Christ appears in the Revelation, He receives a CLEAR unambiguous title. Whenever Jesus Christ appears in Revelation John gives Him an unmistakable title. He is called “the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5), the son of man (Revelation 1:13), the first and the last (Revelation 1:17), the living One (Revelation 1:18), the Son of God (Revelation 2:18), “He who is holy, who is true” (Revelation 3:7), “the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God” (Revelation 3:14), “the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” (Revelation 5:5), the Lamb (Revelation 6:1, 16; 7:17; 8:1), Faithful and True (Revelation 19:11), the Word of God (Revelation 19:13), and “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16). It is reasonable to assume that if Christ were the angel in view here He would be distinctly identified.
It is our view that this angel is not Christ, but a divine emissary whose great glory and declarative actions indicate he is acting in the authority of God and asserting the right and intention of God to reclaim the globe in the judgments which will follow. This angel represents Christ in a similar way to which the Angel of Jehovah represented Jehovah in the OT, but with an important difference: this angel is not divine.
coming down from heaven
This phrase probably denotes angels which normally reside in heaven, perhaps even in God’s immediate presence. Perhaps this angel is one of the seven “presence angels” which stand before God (Revelation 8:2) and which were given the seven trumpets (Revelation 8:2). Later, another angel, not called mighty, but having great authority, comes down from heaven to announce the impending fall of Babylon (Revelation 18:1-2). The angel who binds Satan, an assignment necessitating great authority and power, also is said to come down from heaven (Revelation 20:1).
clothed with a cloud
Clouds generally attend the divine presence (Revelation 1:7). Clouds are associated with the resurrection of the two human witnesses (Revelation 11:12). 
a rainbow was on his head
The only angel said to have a rainbow on his head. Here, the rainbow is a reminder of God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 9:11-17; Isaiah 54:9). One Bible scholar (Fausset) takes the rainbow as “the emblem of covenant mercy to God’s people, amidst judgments on God’s foes.”  ...The rainbow is also an indicator of God’s general faithfulness to covenant. The mystery declared to the prophets which He has promised, is sure to come to pass. (Revelation 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.) 
The angel’s stance on both earth and sea indicate, as during Noah’s flood, the global nature of the judgments which will attend his roar (Revelation 10:3).
Up to now, even though the wicked prosper, in the midst of God’s direct judgment we can expect that those who know Him will be specially protected:
You have said, ‘It is useless to serve God; what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walked as mourners before the LORD of hosts? So now we call the proud blessed, for those who do wickedness are raised up; they even tempt God and go free.’ Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD listened and heard them; so a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who meditate on His name. “They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.” Then you shall again discern between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” says the LORD of hosts, “That will leave them neither root nor branch. But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves.” (Malachi 3:14-4:2)
his face was like the sun
This angel has a radiant countenance like the glorious angel which Daniel saw in Daniel 10:6. 
his feet like pillars of fire
His burning feet speak of judgment. That which he stands upon—the earth and the nations—will be judged (Isaiah 63:3-6; Revelation 14:19-20). The description of this angel closely parallels that of Daniel’s vision (Daniel 10:6). 
Since the theme of the Exodus is always in the background of this central section of Revelation, it is quite possible that the angel’s legs would recall the pillar of fire and cloud that gave both protection (Exodus 14:19, 24) and guidance (Exodus 13:21-22) to the children of Israel in their wilderness journey. Farrer notes that the description of the angel fits his message—affirming God’s fidelity to his covenants (Revelation 10:7): the bow reminding of God’s promise through Noah, the pillar of fire God’s presence in the wilderness, and the scroll the tablets of stone.
] 

Revelation 10.2 And he had in his hand a little book open (Revelation 5.7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.)[endnoteRef:5]: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,...) ☀️ [5:  Taken from 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html
Whereas the Lamb’s book was originally sealed, this book is open. Open is ἠνεῳγμένον [ēneōgmenon], perfect tense passive participle, having previously been opened. By now the Lamb’s book has had all seven seals removed (Revelation 8:1) and probably lies completely open too. As intriguing as these similarities may be, this book is undoubtedly not the seven-sealed scroll for it is said to be smaller. Moreover, unless this angel is Christ, he is among those who are unworthy to even “look at it” (Revelation 5:3), much less take hold of it (Revelation 10:8).
] 

Revelation 10.3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth (Proverbs 19.12 The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass.):[endnoteRef:6] and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.❤️ [6:  Taken from 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html
Unlike Christ’s voice, this angel’s voice is not “as of a trumpet” (Revelation 1:10) or “as the sound of many waters” (Revelation 1:15), but as when a lion roars.  Roar is μυκάται [mykatai]  from μυκάομαι [mykaomai], “The verb here is originally applied to the lowing of cattle, expressing the sound, ‘moo-ka-omai.’ 
The great volume of the voice itself does not necessitate identifying the angel with divinity for the impressive voice of mighty angels is well attested (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 5:2, 7:2, 8:13; 12:10; 14:7, 15; 16:1; 18:2). Some who interpret this angel as Christ understand the roar as indicating His identity as the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Revelation 5:5),  but this is unnecessary. The context indicates lion is used as a simile to indicate the ferocity and volume of his cry. Moreover, there are other references to lion-like attributes in Revelation besides those of Christ (Revelation 4:7; 9:8, 17; 13:2). The roaring of a lion is an allusion to passages which set forth God’s ferociousness in judgment.
When Jeremiah prophesies the seventy years of captivity of Israel in Babylon to be followed by the eventual return to the land (Jeremiah 25:11-12), he continues to speak forth a judgment of God among “all the nations . . . to whom the LORD has sent me” (Jer. 25:17). The list of Gentile nations destined for judgment is extensive (Jeremiah 25:18-26) and neither will Israel be spared: 
“‘For behold, I begin to bring calamity on the city which is called by My name, and should you be utterly unpunished? You shall not be unpunished, for I will call for a sword on “all the inhabitants of the earth”,’ says the LORD of hosts” [emphasis added] (Jer. 25:29). In this global judgment, the LORD is said to roar as a lion. The judgment prophesied by Jeremiah involves both “His fold” (Israel) and “all flesh” (Gentile nations).
Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to them: The LORD will roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise will come to the ends of the earth-For the LORD has a controversy with the nations; He will plead His case with all flesh. He will give those who are wicked to the sword, says the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, disaster shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the farthest parts of the earth. And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground. Wail, shepherds, and cry! Roll about in the ashes, you leaders of the flock! For the days of your slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled; you shall fall like a precious vessel. And the shepherds will have no way to flee, nor the leaders of the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a wailing of the leaders to the flock will be heard. For the LORD has plundered their pasture, and the peaceful dwellings are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD. He has left His lair like the lion; for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the Oppressor, and because of His fierce anger. (Jeremiah 25:30-38) [emphasis added]
When we recall the extensive parallels between the previous chapter and Joel, it is little surprise that Joel expresses the same theme. This angel gives a roar as a lion to awaken the people of the earth in preparation for the judgment of God against all nations:
Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow-For their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will diminish their brightness. The LORD also will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake; but the LORD will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. (Joel 3:12-16)
The nations will soon be gathered to the Valley of Jehoshaphat (a compound from Hebrew Yahweh and shaphat, meaning “Jehovah has judged”), and there God “will sit to judge all the surrounding nations” (Revelation 16:12-16, which see). Notice too, the winepress motif, symbolized in this chapter by the mighty angel’s stance: standing upon both sea and land. Although both the Jewish nation and the Gentile nations will be judged according to Jeremiah, Joel reminds us of an extremely important distinction between Israel and all other nations: Israel alone is God’s chosen nation and has unconditional everlasting promises of divine protection: 
Isaiah 44:21   Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.
Jeremiah 31:35   Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: 36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. 37 Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 33:20 Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; 21 Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.
Romans 11:1   I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
Joel 3:16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.
4 For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. 5 As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.
Isaiah 31.4 Therefore, in the midst of the judgment of God, “the LORD will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel” (Joel 3.16 above). Isaiah also records God’s promise to defend Jerusalem and Mount Zion. He stirs himself “As a lion roars, and a young lion over his prey.” 
] 


*
· This angel has a radiant countenance like the glorious angel which Daniel saw (Daniel 10:6 His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.).
· His burning feet speak of judgment. That which he stands upon—the earth and the nations—will be judged:
Revelation 14:19-20 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.  
Isaiah 63:4-6 4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. 6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.
· Since the theme of the Exodus is always in the background of this central section of Revelation, it is quite possible that the angel’s legs would recall the pillar of fire and cloud that gave both protection✞ and guidance✞✞ to the children of Israel in their wilderness journey. 
✞Exodus 14:19  And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:...
Exodus 14:24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,...
✞✞Exodus 13:21-22 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. Farrer notes that the description of the angel affirms God’s fidelity to his covenants (Revelation 10:7): the bow reminding of God’s promise through Noah, the pillar of fire God’s presence in the wilderness, and the scroll the tablets of stone.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  (From Mounce, The Book of Revelation.) (Taken from 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html#43904E)
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.343-3.10.6][bookmark: 5.4.113-3.10.6][bookmark: 5.4.138-3.10.6][bookmark: 5.4.529-3.10.6][bookmark: 45244]☀️Emphasis is placed upon the identity of God as Creator, for the declaration of the angel in this chapter is intimately connected with God repossessing the title to the earth (both land and sea, and indeed the entire creation), which has been marred by the interposition of sin and Satan. Mention of God’s creative acts over both the earth and sea parallels this messenger’s stance (Revelation 10.2b ...and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,...). God owns that which He has created:
Genesis 1:31-2.3   And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 2.1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. 
1 Corinthians 10.26 For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.[endnoteRef:8]  [8:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html
] 

Joshua 1.3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 
Deuteronomy 11.24 Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be.  

❤️ The noise of thunder [thunder is signaling the adversaries of the Lord being broken to pieces, the Lord stepping in in judgment, that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great which ye have done in the sight of the Lord,,.. (1 Samuel 12.17), the thunder demonstrating HIS power, HIS voice, that lightens the world, HIS answer in the secret place of thunder, from Whose voice they haste away, the Lord visiting the earth, accompanied by storm, tempest and the flame of devouring fire]. Seven thunders uttering indicate the number of completion.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  (Taken from 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html#43904E)
] 

[bookmark: 5.4.414-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.165-3.10.4]It is ultimately fruitless for us to speculate as to what was omitted because the reason John may not record their utterance appears to be related to the outworking of the mystery of God. Therefore, it may not be known what they said until it comes to pass—for God has not chosen to reveal their message to us.
[bookmark: 5.4.109-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.293-3.10.4]Here is a definite commandment from God that no indication shall be given as to the correct interpretation of the seven thunders. In spite of this, however, some commentators have attempted to do that which God forbade John to do. It seems that the reverent student of the Word of God can do nothing but pass on to what follows. 
[bookmark: 5.4.402-3.10.4][bookmark: 45131][bookmark: 5.4.225-3.10.4][bookmark: 45137]Here, we would do well to remember the words of Moses and the Psalm writer: “The secret things belong to the LORD our God” (Deuteronomy 29:29) and “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter” (Proverbs 25:2). 
[bookmark: 5.4.370-3.10.4]As the visible portion of an iceberg is only a small part of the iceberg, most of which is hidden from man’s sight, so God’s disclosures reveal only part of his total being and purposes. 
[bookmark: 5.4.501-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.202-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.326-3.10.4]A related passage in the Psalms attributes a sevenfold aspect to the voice of the LORD. Interestingly, it is found in conjunction with a reference to God’s reign as judge during the Noahic flood which we have seen is related to the global judgment set forth in this chapter:
[bookmark: 5.4.699-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.441-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.194-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.708-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.56-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.626-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.579-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.331-3.10.4][bookmark: 45173]The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is over many waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars, yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon. He makes them also skip like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of the LORD divides the flames of fire. The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth, and strips the forests bare; and in His temple everyone says, “Glory!” The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, and the LORD sits as King forever. (Psalms 29:3-10) [emphasis added]
[bookmark: 5.4.72-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.678-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.673-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.332-3.10.4][bookmark: 5.4.719-3.10.4][bookmark: 45176][bookmark: 5.4.642-3.10.4]Although we may not know what the seven thunders said, we can infer from the context and related passages that it concerns aspects of the remaining seven judgments (the seven bowls subsumed within the seventh trumpet) which result in the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdoms of the Father and His Christ (Revelation 11:15). Perhaps the contents of the utterances demonstrate similar themes as that which the Psalm writer recorded.
[bookmark: 5.4.127-3.10.4]So terrible are they that God in mercy withholds them, since “sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” (Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.) The godly are thus kept from morbid ponderings over the evil to come; and the ungodly are not driven by despair into utter recklessness of life.

Thunder clearly in Scripture represents the voice of God, the judgment of God, and the power of God though:

1 Sam. 2.10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.

1 Sam. 7.10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel.

1 Sam. 12.17 Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.

1 Sam. 12.18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.

Job 26.14 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?

Job 40.9 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?

Psa. 77.18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven. the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.

Psa. 81.7 Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee; I answered thee in the secret place of thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah.

Psa. 104.7 At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.

Is. 29.6 Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.

Application Questions:

1.  Can I recognize Jesus when I see Him? Do I know what He looks like? Do I know what He would be appearing as: what He wears, the authority He carries, the characteristics of His appearance? How do I make time to HEAR and SEE Him clearly?!

2. Do I embrace the fulfillment of covenant Jesus brings?

3. How do I welcome the Lord’s message of God’s ultimate victory and establishment of His eternal kingdom? 

4.	How do I see God’s favor in my life even though He comes to execute wrath against those who have denied His mercy and grace? (Habakkuk 3.13 You went forth and have come for the salvation of Your people, for the deliverance and victory of Your anointed [people Israel]; You smote the head of the house of the wicked, laying bare the foundation even to the neck. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!) 

5. 	What are the ways I can see salvation in the midst of the judgment of the world. (John 12.31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.)

II.   When God’s merciful work of restraining evil, holding back catastrophe, or delaying judgment for sin is at an end, when the mystery of God should be finished, as He hath declared to His servants the prophets (Revelation 10.7; see reference 🕆🕆🕆, p. 11), 12Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 13[So...] go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. (Daniel 12).

Revelation 10.4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices (see ❤️above p. 5), I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
Revelation 10.5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, (Note: This is a reiteration of what is seen in Daniel chapter 12, pt. vv. 6-13 [see ❤️❤️below].)
Revelation 10.6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer.❤️❤️❤️
Revelation 10.7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery🕆 of God🕆🕆 should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.🕆🕆🕆

❤️❤️ 	When the seventh angel blows the seventh trumpet, the mystery of God is finished. Everything is done. But before the seventh trumpet is blown, comes “the days of the voice of the seventh angel” – which is where we find the third woe. 

This third woe is parallel to the trumpet that sounds in Joel 2 and signals the consummation of God’s plan for the entire world. 

This third woe marks the finishing of God’s judgment on sin; it occupies the book of Revelation from chapter 10.5-7 through the 19th chapter, when Christ’s Kingdom is established on earth. 

Incorporated within this third and final woe are the seven “bowls” of God’s wrath, described in Revelation 16:1-21. This series of judgments is the greatest horror the citizens of earth have ever seen. Jesus said, “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive” (Matthew 24:22).[endnoteRef:10] [10:  https://www.gotquestions.org/three-woes.html
] 


Daniel 12:6-7 6And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.  

finished: 3615. כָּלָה kalah, kaw-law´; a primitive root; to end, whether intransitive (to cease, be finished, perish) or transitived (to complete, prepare, consume):—accomplish, cease, consume (away), determine, destroy (utterly), be (when ... were) done, (be an) end (of), expire, (cause to) fail, faint, finish, fulfil, x fully, x have, leave (off), long, bring to pass, wholly reap, make clean riddance, spend, quite take away, waste.  
	As when Jesus said It is finished in John 19.30 (5055. τελέω teleo, tel-eh´-o; from 5056; to end, i.e. complete, execute, conclude, discharge (a debt): — accomplish, make an end, expire, fill up, finish, go over, pay, perform. 5056. τέλος telos, tel´-os; from a primary τέλλω tello (to set out for a definite point or goal); properly, the point aimed at as a limit, i.e. (by implication) the conclusion of an act or state [termination (literally, figuratively or indefinitely), result (immediate, ultimate or prophetic), purpose; specially, an impost or levy (as paid): — + continual, custom, end(-ing), finally, uttermost.].

Daniel 12:8-13  8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

[bookmark: 45278]❤️ ❤️ ❤️ [The point of this statement is that God's merciful work of restraining evil, holding back catastrophe, or delaying judgment for sin is now at an end. Habakkuk set forth the principle of the patience that is needed in regard to prophetic pronouncements of God: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. (Habakkuk 2.3)].

🕆 Matthew 13.11, He replied, “The knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.
A mystery is something which is unknowable by man unless revealed by God: The New Testament mystery doctrines[endnoteRef:11] make an interesting study and may be listed as follows:[endnoteRef:12]  [11:  T. Ernest Wilson, Mystery Doctrines of the New Testament, pp. 10-12
]  [12:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/10.html#45345
] 


· mystery of the faith, 1Timothy 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 1Ti. 3:9. 
· mystery of the gospel,  Romans 16:25-26   Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:...  Ephesians 6.19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,...
· mystery of the  Jew and Gentile in one body, Ephesians 3.2-6 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:... 
· mystery of the bride, Ephesians 5:32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church... Revelation 19.8-9 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 20.  
· mystery of the seven stars,  Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. 
· mystery of godliness (the Incarnation of Christ), 1Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
· mystery of the kingdom of heaven, Matthew 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
· mystery of Israel’s blindness, Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
·  mystery of the rapture of the church, 1 Corinthians 15:51-52   Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
· mystery of His will, Ephesians 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:... 
· mystery of God, Revelation 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 
· mystery of the indwelling Christ, Colossians 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: 25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. John 14.6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
· mystery of the Godhead of Christ, Colossians 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;... Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
· mystery of iniquity, 2Thessalonians 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.
· mystery of Babylon, Revelation 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.; Isaiah 2:1   The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more...

🕆🕆 New Testament mysteries reveal information which was not previously made known: “The mystery of God [of Revelation 10:7] is that there will be a series of seven climactic judgments that will destroy the satanic mystery of the man of sin. This was not revealed in the Old Testament.”

The expression, “the mystery of God,” in this connection seems to indicate all those counsels and dealings of God made known by Him to and through the Old Testament prophets, concerning His governmental proceedings with men on earth looking always toward the establishment of the kingdom in the hands of Christ. When Christ comes to take the kingdom, there will be no mystery, but, on the contrary, manifestation. “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea”—that is, universally and compulsorily (Isaiah 11:9).

🕆🕆🕆 Since the mystery which will be finished was declared to His servants the prophets, we might expect that this ultimate mystery involves the consummation of a wide range of prophetic themes which run like threads throughout both testaments.[endnoteRef:13]  [13:  Jerome Smith provides a cogent summary of what may be involved in this “ultimate mystery.”
] 


This “mystery” which is to be finished involves:
 (1) the resolution of the problem of evil, which was first manifest in the Garden of Eden, as the first sin seemingly interrupted the purpose for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The fall brought the attendant curse upon man and all creation, the curse now announced to be removed. The prophets speak unitedly of the coming Messianic Kingdom as a time of regeneration, restitution, and restoration, when earth will be restored to its paradisiacal state, a time when the curse is removed.[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
Isaiah 11:6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 60:21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.
Zechariah 14:11 And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.
] 

(2) the resolution of the apparent paradox of election and free will, and a clarification to us of the orderings of providence.[endnoteRef:15]  [15:  1Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
] 

(3) the consummation of the mystery of godliness, involving the human and divine cooperating in establishing the Davidic theocratic kingdom.[endnoteRef:16]  [16:  Isaiah 54:1   Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD.
Matthew 22:41   While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. 43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.
John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
1Corinthians 15:50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
1Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
] 

(4) the completion of our redemption and the establishment of our inheritance.[endnoteRef:17]  [17:  Matthew 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.
Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
1John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
] 

(6) the accomplishment of divine vengeance and retribution in the Day of the Lord.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
Isaiah 63:4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.
] 

(7) the open revelation of Christ, the overthrow of Antichrist, the investiture of the kingdom, the exaltation of the saints, the overthrow of Satan.[endnoteRef:19]  [19:  Daniel 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
Luke 10:18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
2Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.
2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
] 

Because this finishing occurs at the beginning of the seventh trumpet (which itself is clearly premillennial), the finishing is necessarily premillennial, not postmillennial. The theme of all the prophets is the fulfillment of the covenants and promises in the “sure mercies of David” in establishing the Messianic Kingdom, which is the kingdom of God upon earth, as our eternal inheritance. 

Peter emphasized this same truth in his first sermon after the Day of Pentecost, that heaven would receive Jesus “until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” (Acts 3:21). This is an act of redemption, but on a far grander scale then human salvation alone. 

Our kinsman-redeemer will restore the entire created order.     

Application Questions:

1. Do I live in demonstration that I know and completely and fully realize that there is a point when God’s merciful work of restraining evil, holding back catastrophe, or delaying judgment for sin is at an end, when the mystery of God should be finished, as He hath declared to His servants the prophets (Rev 10.7)?

2. [So...] HOW have I made His way  my way... so that I shall rest, and stand in [my]  lot at the end of the days? (Daniel 12.13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.)
For example, do I do things His way when He tells me to?: 

Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
Ephesians 4.29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Ephesians 4:31-32 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.
Matthew 5.44-45 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:...
Romans 14.13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.
1 Corinthians 5-7 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

3. Do I live choosing to reject sin and choose life? How do I demonstrate this daily? 

Philippians 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; [so] that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
1John 1:1   That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
2Timothy 3.16-17 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

4.	Do I reject all the things that Jesus came to destroy in my life? 

1John 3:4-10   Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. 7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
	
III.  As in all the Word of God, we must take it, and make it part of us as the bread from heaven, even though it is sweet as honey knowing also that the message of condemnation is bitter for those who have rejected it, being especially bitter when we are sent to deliver it as John was...

Revelation 10.8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.❤️
Revelation 10.9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. ❤️❤️
Revelation 10.10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.
Revelation 10.11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.

❤️ The same voice John heard in the second part of Revelation 10.4 (...I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.) spoke again telling him to Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.

[bookmark: 5.4.19-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.38-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.256-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.109-3.10.9]❤️❤️ One would typically expect an imperative mood verb here—as when commanding: you give. Here it is an infinitive, δοῦναι μοι [dounai moi], to give to me, probably reflecting John’s tentativeness to tell such a mighty angel what to do. Even though John’s authority and instruction is from heaven, it is no small thing to approach this mighty angel and tell him anything! John could only approach the mighty angel knowing he had received divine command to do so.
[bookmark: 5.4.161-3.10.9]Take and eat
[bookmark: 5.4.471-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.440-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.64-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.246-3.10.9]λάβε καὶ κατάφαγε [labe kai kataphage], two verbs in the imperative mood: You take and you eat! The response of the mighty angel to John indicates his superior power and is intended to overcome John’s reluctance to touch, much less take, this important book held in the hands of such a mighty being.
[bookmark: 5.4.381-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.642-3.10.9][bookmark: 45640]Eat is from κατεσθίω [katesthiō] meaning: “Consume, devour, swallow.” The emphasis is upon John completely consuming what he is given to eat. Eating God’s Word is a frequent theme of Scripture and indicates the acceptance, digesting of, meditating upon, and sustenance derived from that which is eaten (Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.). The message of reconciliation and forgiveness is sweet, but the message of condemnation is bitter. The gospel is sweet to those who embrace it, but bitter to those who reject it.
[bookmark: 5.4.412-3.10.9][bookmark: 45645][bookmark: 5.4.307-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.374-3.10.9][bookmark: 5.4.558-3.10.9]Job declared, “I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). Jesus, the Word of God, referred to Himself as the Bread of Life.[endnoteRef:20] In the same way that God made Israel dependent upon manna, so too are His servants to be dependent upon his Word. John was told to eat prophetic revelation much like that of Ezekiel. [20:  John 6:27 Labour not for the meat (βρῶσις brosis, bro´-sis; from the base of 977; (abstractly) eating (literally or figuratively); by extension (concretely) food (literally or figuratively) which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. NOTE: this word brosis is also translated in the AMP as food).
John 6:28   Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
John 6:48 I am that bread of life.] 


God's Word contains both a sweet message and a bitter message. In the Old Testament the prophet Ezekiel received a command to deliver God's message to rebellious Israel:

Ezekiel 2.3–4 3And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. 4For they are impudent children and stiff-hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD.) Upon receiving this command Ezekiel saw a hand stretched out to him, and a scroll was in the hand (Ezekiel 2.9). "Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel," the Lord said (Ezekiel 3.1). When he ate the scroll, Ezekiel found that it tasted as sweet as honey (Ezekiel 3.3), but later he experienced bitterness (Ezekiel 3.14). 

John's eating of the scroll, then, carries the same symbolism as it did for Ezekiel. John is "taking on" the message of God in order to carry it to others. This is a "sweet" experience at first, but the aftermath brings pain and heartache. Communication with God—especially in such an overt way—would certainly be uplifting. Knowing that the message is one of judgment and destruction, however, is gut-wrenching.

[bookmark: 5.4.64-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.307-3.10.11]Both Ezekiel’s scroll and John’s book are closely related. Both contain prophecy. However, a significant difference occurs between what Ezekiel and John ingest: Ezekiel eats a message intended for Israel, but John eats a message for all nations. Ezekiel is told to prophesy to the “house of Israel, not to many people of unfamiliar speech.”
Ezekiel 3.5-7 For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; 6 Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. 7 But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.  
[bookmark: 45829][bookmark: 5.4.466-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.315-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.519-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.421-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.332-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.252-3.10.11]whereas John “must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings” (Revelation 10:11). The message of Revelation is about a multinational, multiethnic population. It is global in nature and cannot be restricted to the events of the A.D. 70 destruction of Jerusalem by Rome as preterists/NAR contend. “It is not one Empire or Emperor that is concerned in the prophecies of the second half of the Apocalypse; not merely Rome or Nero or Domitian, but a multitude of races, kingdoms, and crowned  heads.” 
[bookmark: 5.4.719-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.582-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.716-3.10.11]The group John is to prophecy about includes those who “dwell on the earth,” those who will view the bodies of slain witnesses in:
[bookmark: 45850]Revelation 11:9  9And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.
[bookmark: 5.4.235-3.10.11] This is the same group which an angel preaches the everlasting gospel to in:
Revelation 14:6   And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.  
[bookmark: 5.4.249-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.42-3.10.11][bookmark: 5.4.579-3.10.11]These are the ones upon which the harlot, Babylon, sits in:
[bookmark: 45854]Revelation 17:15 15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
 About is ἐπι [epi] which can also be translated against in
[bookmark: 45857]Luke 12:52-53 52For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. 53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.
[bookmark: 5.4.157-3.10.11]For much of what John relates is both about and against the earth dwellers around the globe.

Application Questions:

1. With the seals removed, how do I receive what the Word has to say about what is to come?

2. Am I able to trust God for what His Word says, even when I don’t see the full picture clearly?  How do I demonstrate this to my Lord and Savior?

3. How do I accept, digest, meditate upon, and get sustenance from that which is eaten of the bread of life?  (Jeremiah 15:16 16Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.) How do I receive and make the Word a part of me, so that I am able to be entrusted to bring it to others? 

Subject Sentence: A messenger from heaven comes from the throne of God and steps onto earth to announce God’s ultimate victory and establishment of His eternal kingdom; God’s merciful work of restraining evil, holding back catastrophe, or delaying judgment for sin is at an end, the mystery of God will be finished, as He hath declared to His servants the prophets and reminding us (Daniel 12) 12Blessed is he that waiteth,... 13[So...] go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days:...  As in all the Word of God, we must take it, and make it part of us as the bread from heaven, knowing it is sweet as honey but realizing also the message of condemnation is bitter for those who have rejected it, being especially bitter when we are sent to deliver it as John was...

Shorter Subject Sentence: As God’s ultimate victory and establishment of His eternal kingdom; His merciful work of restraining evil, holding back catastrophe, or delaying judgment for sin is at an end, the mystery of God will be finished, stand strong knowing He has told us (Daniel 12) 12Blessed is he that waiteth,... 13[So...] go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot [1486 – gowral: ...a portion or destiny (as if determined by lot)] at the end of the days:  and, as in all the Word of God, know it is sweet as honey but also is bitter for those who reject it.

Aim:  This passage would cause me to stand strong when judgment comes upon the earth, knowing that the mystery of God will be finished, and to rest and stand in my lot (in my portion or destiny) at the end of the days, with the sweetness of the Word of God sustaining me as I accept, digest, meditate upon, and get sustenance from that which is eaten of the bread of life with thy word [being] unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.  How do I receive and make the Word a part of me, so that I am able to be entrusted to bring it to others as the bitterness of the Word of God to those who have rejected it is revealed.
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