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] 


Do you TRUST God? How can you KNOW? 

When I would visit my Mom and David, my mom would tell me to tell David to give his heart to the Lord. I would say, “David doesn’t TRUST Him. If he did, he would know that God is FOR him and WANT to give his heart and life to Him!” I told David, FIRST you need to TRUST in Jesus and then you wouldn’t want to live WITHOUT a relationship with Him! You would know that He defines “evil” as things that will hurt you. He is for your GOOD. He paid the penalty for your sin. He DIED to have a relationship with you and live with you eternally!” 
Do you TRUST Him? If you TRUST Him, you will delight to know Him and what He says to you through His Word, and trust Him enough to OBEY Him. Because He is FOR YOU.

He WANTS you to TRUST Him!
1. He shows you Who He is by all He created: Romans 1:19   Because that which may be known of God is manifest/APPARENT ..for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, …by the things that are made, so that we are without excuse:… Every good thing we enjoy on this planet comes directly from God’s hand - He gave it to us to witness to us of WHO He is and to show us how He longs for us to choose Him and have a relationship with Him. Because if we do not choose to live for Him, we are choosing to reject Him and live without Him eternally.
2. Even through the plagues of Egypt, and eventually through the judgments on the earth revealed in Revelation, He is showing Who He is so people see His goodness and CHOOSE Him: Exodus 9:13: "Then the LORD said to Moses, 'Rise up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD [Yahweh], the God of the Hebrews, 'Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your servants and your people [notice this], so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth. For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth.''" You know what God is saying? He says, "Listen. I'm not trying to destroy you with the plagues. If I were trying to destroy you, you would be destroyed." Verse 16: "But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth." Why? Obviously, for the glory of God, but also for the salvation of His people - so that they could see. Even people in Egypt left Egypt with the children of Israel. They came to believe in the God of Israel. God was putting Himself on display, and in the centuries following the exodus from Egypt, there were others all over the planet who heard and TRUSTED in Him. Even in Canaan, you remember, a woman named Rahab, who heard the great things that God had done in Egypt, and through that, came to believe in Him. He is drawing us to Himself because that's the nature of God. He doesn't find joy or delight in the death of the wicked/ungodly/morally wrong, but that all would come to repentance.
3. He lavishes ALL of us with His goodness! In  Acts 14:17 Paul is talking to a bunch of idolaters. He says that the true God, the God who made heaven and earth, “… did not leave Himself without witness [to you], in that He did good [to you] and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness." We live in a world when God just lavishes people with His goodness. And sadly if we don't know the Lord, we misinterpret that goodness - "It's because God and I are okay. He's okay with me. We're going to be fine. I'm going to be fine at death. I'm going to be fine when Christ comes back. Don't worry about me." "Don't worry: I’m good. God and I are good."  Every good thing we enjoy on this planet comes directly from God’s hand - He gave it to us to witness to us of WHO He is and to show us how He longs for us to choose Him and have a relationship with Him. Because if we do not choose to live for Him, we are choosing to reject Him and live without Him eternally.

Every knee will eventually bow and declare Jesus Christ is LORD!
And every person will have had lives that were filled with God's goodness.

We make TWO big mistakes in not TRUSTING Him fully
1. We think because of the goodness and patience of God, He will never execute devastating, destructive judgment to permanently rid the world of sin and evil. It is hard for any of us to really come to grips with the fact that one day He will permanently ANNIHILATE sin and the devil and those that have chosen to live without His Son’s reconciliation.  Paul says, "Listen, don't misunderstand God's goodness. God is being good to you because He is good, because He's loving, because He's generous, and to urge you to repent and trust in His Son." Romans 2.3 says But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? Romans 2.4: “…do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and [His] tolerance and patience..." (Rom 2.4) We need to TRUST HIM! If we refuse to do that, Paul says, (“Romans 2.5) You are stockpiling God's wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS... God is being good to you so that you will repent of your sins and put your trust in His Son. Because at the end of the day, His plan has not changed: He will deal with Satan and sin and the evil that has stemmed from them. And when that happens those that have not chosen Christ have chosen to live without God for eternity despite all the times He has drawn them to Himself but they turned away from Him.
2. We  take for granted because God is so good and so generous that He's never going to deal with us in any other way. That's not what the Scriptures teach. The Scripture teaches that you must come to Him through His Son. You must repent of your sins and believe in Christ as your only hope of being right with God.  
2 Pet. 3.10-18 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.) 

Do you want to know if you TRUST Him, if you love Him, if you’ve CHOSEN Him?
There’s actually over 100 Bible verses about those who love Him obey Him. 
John 14.15 says “If you love me, you will obey my commandments.”
1 John 2.3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.

Titus 1.16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny/contradict him, being abominable/idolatrous/[from stink], and disobedient/unpersuadable, and unto every good work reprobate/unapproved/worthless.

You will OBEY Him if you love Him. You will WANT to. It won’t be to EARN or DESERVE something but to RESPOND to the TRUST and LOVE you have for the One Who paid a debt you couldn’t pay. You don’t OBEY because you are earning something, but rather you are demonstrating by your choices what you really believe.

So when you go to the Word, and see love your enemies, you do it because you trust God it is best. Forgive freely as you’ve been forgiven, I’ll do it. Believe the best, even when you’re seeing the worst. You become like Samuel in 1 Sam 3.10 Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. You become like David in Psalm 40.8 I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart. You can’t wait to hear the wisdom and instruction from the One Who is FOR You and you TRUST Him and ask Him for the power He gives you to OBEY and be FREE from the things He knows will not be good for you.

 Christ came and paid the penalty for your sin for you to have a relationship with God.  It is a gift. You can choose it or not choose it. We have a Rescuer and He wants you to use our free will to choose Him.  

He gave us so many reasons to TRUST HIM — 
AND THEN OBEY — Let our life, actions, words and deeds, DEMONSTRATE both to YOU and to OTHERS what you REALLY believe and who you REALLY serve and live for.



2
www.karenbudzinski.com
