Supplement to Revelation Bible Study
The Sufficiency of Scripture

The sufficiency of scripture suffers many attacks. Those who reject it claim that the Bible and its teachings are insufficient for leading a Christian life. Sadly, many of them come from within the body of Christ. 
The church seems to find it necessary to supplement the Bible with new extra-biblical revelation, mysticism,[endnoteRef:1]  worldly methods of attracting crowds, entertainment, and even psychology. [1:  Important and great read: https://intruthshedelights.com/mysticism-the-dangers-of-seeking-special-revelation/
] 

And yet no other revelation is to be viewed as being equal to or in competition with the Word of God. Even if it comes from a revered pastor, theologian, Bible teacher, or denomination. 
The fact is that we are not expected to come up with a new revelation. Rather, we are required to declare something old and timeless that Jesus and the apostles taught.
No matter how highly we esteem a preacher, Our standard of authority must be the Word of God -- Justin Peters
In addition to this, the Bible sternly warns against adding or subtracting from scriptures:
You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you. Deuteronomy 4:2 ESV
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. Revelation 22:18
This means there is no need for more revelations, visions, prophetic insight, or subjective spiritual experiences, for a Christian to be equipped for godliness. Sadly, the church has placed these things on a pedestal while the Bible takes a back seat. 
But this isn’t new. Paul addresses a similar issue in the book of Colossians when the sufficiency of the Bible was questioned and combined with extra-biblical knowledge that was rife with error. He says this:
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. Colossians 2:8 ESV
When He wrote to the Galatians, he highlighted the gravity of presenting a doctrine that is not supported by the Bible in the following verses:
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. Galatians 1:8

Another verse in support of the sufficiency of Scripture is found in Jude:
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. Jude 1:3 ESV
Note here that Jude uses the words “once for all”. Because by the time he was writing his epistle to the church the content of the faith had already been established in the early church.
Therefore this was an encouragement to fight against any teaching that was contrary to what had already been handed down to them. In other words, what had been delivered to them was enough.
Furthermore, the writer of Hebrews asserts that “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” This means that God has spoken to us with finality through His son Jesus Christ who is the Word of God made flesh.
Additionally, the apostles, guided by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, taught us all that we need to know in the epistles. Providing a comprehensive guide for living a life of faith which points us again to the “once for all” faith that they entrusted to the Church.
Contrary to human beliefs, God’s Word is accurate and fully comprehensive. Believers don’t need to look for anything more than God’s wonderful revelation in His word. All we need to do is study and follow it. Scripture is enough.
I have covenanted with my Lord that He should not send me visions or dreams or even angels. I am content with this gift of the Scriptures, which teaches and supplies all that is necessary, both for this life and that which is to come. 
Martin Luther
However, this doesn’t discount the value of sermons, seeking advice from fellow Christians, commentaries, or Christian books. All of these can be very beneficial in understanding the Bible.
However, let’s not forget that while they may be useful, they are not infallible. That can only be said of the Holy Scriptures therefore, they should be subject to its authority.

Conclusion
The sufficiency of scripture is a conviction that should be deeply embedded in the heart of every Christian. 
The Christian only needs the Bible to comprehend the attributes of God and man, as well as the concepts of sin, heaven, hell, and salvation through Jesus Christ alone.
God has decided to completely reveal Himself through His word. Therefore, we should be confident in its authority and power to equip us to pursue a life of godliness.
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