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Satan's continual war against Israel
Revelation 12.1  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.
Revelation 12.2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.
Revelation 12.3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
Revelation 12.4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
Revelation 12.5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
Revelation 12.6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

Satan's coming war in heaven
Revelation 12.7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,
Revelation 12.8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.
Revelation 12.9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
Revelation 12.10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.
Revelation 12.11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Revelation 12.12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.


Satan's comprehensive war against Tribulation saints during the Tribulation period
Revelation 12.13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.
Revelation 12.14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.
Revelation 12.15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.
Revelation 12.16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.
Revelation 12.17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Overview
This is a unique passage: a passage where we will learn the source of all of the wars in history: from the first murder in Genesis 4, until the final war in Revelation 21, at the end of the Millennium, when Christ will forever destroy Satan and every other being that opposes Him. We'll also learn about a war that will end all war on this planet, not for a year or two, but for 1000 years.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  This is from https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 


Right now, we're in the middle of our study of the seven-year Tribulation. 
Chapter 6 was the beginning, and it runs all the way through Chapter 18 (which we will do in this synopsis).
Chapter 6 There are a series of judgments that are unleashed, beginning in chapter 6 as Jesus unrolls and breaks the seven seals on the scroll that is the title deed to the earth. We saw the first six seals in Chapter 6. 
Chapter 7  There's an Interlude where we learn about the Tribulation saints: the sealing of the people of God and a vision of the people of the New Jerusalem (7:1-17)
1. Sealing of the people of God, the 144,000 (7:1-8)
2. Vision of the people of the New Jerusalem (7:9-17)
Chapters 8 and 9 Jesus breaks the seventh seal, which initiates the first six trumpets. 
Chapter 10 through 11.13 There's another Interlude where we are met with the little book and the two witnesses who'll be witnesses at the end times (11.1-13).
Revelation 11:15, the seventh angel sounds his trumpet. But the devastating effects of that trumpet that come in seven bowl judgments aren't recorded until chapters 15 and following. 
Chapters 12, 13, and 14 are a third Interlude in this prophecy. These three Chapters describe events that, for the most part, occur during the entire seven-year Tribulation period. In other words, the events described in Chapters 12-14 happen contemporaneously with the events we have already studied in chapters 6-11. Think of chapters 6-11 and chapters 12, 13, and 14 as kind of an overlay telling us about that same period of time. So, why? What's the difference? Well, Chapters 6-11 describe those events primarily in terms of what Christ is doing. But Chapters 12-14 describe those same events primarily in terms of what Satan is doing.  So in Chapters 12-14 We see:
1. The unholy trinity: the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet (12:1-13:18)
2. Preview of the coming of judgment and salvation (14:1-20)
a) The victorious people of the Lamb on Mount Zion (14:1-5)
b) Judgment for Babylon and the people of the Beast (14:6-11)
c) Salvation for the people of the Lamb (14:12-16)
d) The coming wrath of God (14:17-20)[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://exegeticaltools.com/2020/05/24/the-structure-of-revelation/#_ftnref4
] 

Chapters 15 and 16 contain the seven vials/bowls of wrath. 
1. The 7th trumpet, part 2
a) The angels with 7 bowls (15:1, 5-8)
b) Vision of the victorious people of the Lamb (15:2-4)
2. The judgments of the 7 bowls (16:1-21)
Chapters 17 and 18 describe the destruction of both political and religious Babylon. 
1. Portrait of the Harlot (17:1-6)
2. Interpretation of the Beast’s 7 heads and 10 horns (17:7-18)
3. Extended portrait of the Harlot’s destruction (18:1-19:4)

Back to where we are now: here is an outline of Chapters 12, 13, and 14, a kind of road map of where we're heading:
· Chapter 12: We will be introduced to Satan's long war against God, His Messiah, and His people. 
· Chapter 13: We will be introduced to Satan's generals during that future Tribulation campaign, when he's at war with God during the seven-year Tribulation: 
· The first ten verses of Chapter 13, the beast from the sea, who is the false Christ, the Antichrist. 
· In the second-half of Chapter 13, we meet the beast from the earth who is the false prophet, the religious leader who will point all of humanity to the Antichrist. 
· Chapter 14, we see Satan's defeat at the hand of Jesus Christ. 

Beginning with Chapter 12, the basic message is this: throughout human history, Satan has been at war with God, with his Messiah, and with His people, and his attacks will intensify as the end draws near. 
Here's an outline of chapter 12: 
· In verses 1-6, we have Satan's continual war against Israel. 
· In verses 7-12, Satan's coming war in heaven. 
· In verses 13-17, we have Satan's comprehensive war against Tribulation saints during the Tribulation period.

Studying these verses together, you're going to feel like a time traveler, because we're going to find ourselves at various points on the timeline of human history. We’ll find ourselves outside history in the time just before God created the world, but after He created all the angels. We'll sweep across history, and we will actually land for a time in the years 4 to 6 BC. And then we'll finish in the last 3 1/2 years of the seven-year Tribulation. So, put on your time traveler gear and let's look at it together.
· What unites these verses and what unites all of those points on the timeline of God's history is Satan's war against God and, specifically, that war as it has unfolded against Israel. 
· The passage begins with the war in the past recounted. John begins by looking back first as he introduces us to the three main characters involved in this compelling drama of war. In case you're exposed to it, there have been an increasing number of those who say that what you read here is just like “other pagan myths.” Even in the professing Church, the Word of God is being undermined as a story and that's all it is. The only resemblance of this account to similar “pagan myths” is that they all describe the supernatural conflict of good and evil. But God’s Word is unique. It shows the battle between good and evil, yes, but the battle has already been won, verified and proven to be true.

I. Referencing the dream Joseph had of his father Jacob (Israel) and mother and their children (Genesis 37.9-11), the tribes of Israel are ready to be delivered, with the obvious intention of the Dragon (with the power of 7 heads and 10 horns, with 7 crowns on his head) to devour the work of God.

Revelation 12.1  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven;* a woman clothed with the sun,[endnoteRef:3] and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.** [3:  Her being clothed with the sun is often the departure point for grand speculative expositions which interpret the woman as the church or specifically as Mary, the mother of Christ. It is also a frequent [albeit irrational] point of departure to search pagan writings for an understanding of her interpretation. One of the problems with such an approach is that the sun is employed as a symbol in many different ways in many different writings. The key to understanding the contribution of the sun to the identity of the woman is found by examining the way the sun is used within Scripture. See this expounded upon in Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant With Israel and The Time of Jacob’s Trouble.
There are four women mentioned in Revelation. These are (1) Jezebel (2:20), a woman who claimed to be a prophetess in the church of Thyatira, and who stands for false teachers within the church in the church age; (2) The harlot (17:4), the false religious system of the last days, apostate Christendom; (3) the bride (19:7), the true church, glorified and returning with Christ; and (4) the woman (12:1), the nation Israel. https://bible.org/seriespage/angelic-conflict-rev-121-17
] 

Revelation 12.2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  The woman (God’s chosen nation of Israel) is described as giving birth to a “male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.” Indeed, Jesus Christ was born into this nation. The verse continues, “And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.” The language here makes it clear that Jesus is the “Child.” Jesus is the One who is prophesied to “strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron” (Revelation 19:15). He is also the One who, after His resurrection, was taken up in a cloud to heaven (Acts 1:9-11). https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/revelation-12/
The Greek word used here is κράζει [krazei], present tense: the woman was in the midst of birth pangs at the time John saw her. Although Scripture is replete with instances of women experiencing birth pangs, this is one instance where the pain is both symbolic and literal for it finds its fulfillment in the virgin birth of Christ by Mary. Yet there is more.
Remember that the book we have before us is one of two bookends of Scripture, and that many of the themes from the beginning of creation (Genesis 1) are to be brought to consummation in the eternal state (Revelation 22). When we consider the woman in labor from the perspective of the grand scheme of Scripture, we think immediately of the curse. For it is at the curse, God’s response to The Fall of mankind, where we see the first mention of both childbirth and labor pain:
And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” (Genesis 3.13-16)
Notice several elements of this most important passage and their correlation with the chapter before us:
A woman and the serpent.
Enmity between the woman and the serpent.
Conflict between her offspring and the serpent.
Childbirth (first mention is in Genesis).
The woman will experience labor pains.
A point which is critical that we understand: the woman produces the child and not the other way around! How often commentators stumble over this simple point! If we keep in mind that the woman is the source of the child, then we avoid all sorts of confusion as to the identity of the woman in relation to the child. She is the mother of the child and not his offspring!
We will explore this more thoroughly in the Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant With Israel and The Time of Jacob’s Trouble handed out with this lesson. 
] 

Revelation 12.3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.***
Revelation 12.4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: 🕆  and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  When Satan was pushed/thrown out of heaven:
Satan fell before he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden (Genesis 3:1–14). Satan’s fall, therefore, must have occurred somewhere after the time the angels were created and before he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Whether Satan’s fall occurred hours, days, or years before he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden, Scripture does not say. Satan’s fall from heaven is symbolically described in Isaiah 14:12–14 and Ezekiel 28:12–18. While these two passages are referring specifically to the kings of Babylon and Tyre, we believe they also reference the spiritual power behind those kings, namely, Satan. These passages describe why Satan fell, but they do not say when the fall occurred. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, witnessed Satan’s fall, and He mentions it in Luke 10:18: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” We know that the angels were created before the earth (Job 38:4–7). (https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-fall.html)
As Genesis 3:15 had predicted, there would be ongoing “enmity” between the serpent (Satan) and the woman (God’s people) and the “Seed” (Jesus) who would come from the woman. Furthermore, this passage indicated that Satan would have limited success in being able to “bruise” Christ’s heel by influencing the man who would betray Jesus and that Jesus would “bruise” Satan’s head by resisting his temptations and qualifying to replace him as the ruler of this world.
Since he had already been cast out, Satan no longer resided in heaven. God still allowed him periodic access to His presence. You remember in Job 1 and 2, Satan came to present himself before God and accuses Job. Satan is called the "accuser of the brethren," meaning he accuses us before God night and day, as we'll see later in Revelation. So that means that while he doesn't reside in heaven, he has access there by God's permission. But that time is limited, and an event will happen during the Tribulation that will cause God to permanently ban Satan from heaven from that time forward.
Once Satan was cast out of heaven, Satan began to direct his attacks against God the only place he could, and that is here on the earth and, specifically, against Israel. Why? Because, ultimately, his true target was Israel's Messiah. It was to thwart the saving purpose of God.
We learned that as John tells us about Satan's past war against the incarnate Christ. Throughout history, Satan attempted to destroy the people of God in an all-out effort to prevent the birth of the Messiah. Once it was clear that he had failed to prevent the birth of the Messiah, his strategy changed. He then began to seek to destroy the Messiah himself before he could accomplish his redemptive work. Look at verse 4: "And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth [when the Messiah was born] he might devour her child." He couldn't prevent the birth; that was his goal through the Old Testament history.

But once he saw he couldn't prevent that birth, he seeks to destroy the Messiah after His birth. Obviously, the first and clearest example of that is when Satan prompted Herod to murder all the newborns, two years of age and younger in Bethlehem, in Matthew 2. Reading this verse, the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born, clearly reminds of us that similar attempt to destroy Jesus. Throughout Jesus' life, Satan continued his efforts to kill Jesus. It's possible that Satan's temptation of Jesus to hurl His body off the pinnacle of the temple was actually in hopes that Jesus would fall to His death. But regardless, we do know this specifically, as Jesus began His ministry, Satan inspired Jesus' neighbors in Nazareth to try to kill him by throwing Him off a cliff, in Luke 4. There were other attempts to take Jesus' life, but John tells us they were unsuccessful "because His hour had not yet come" (John 7:30, John 8:20). When Jesus’ ministry was fulfilled and it was time for Him to give His life as payment for humanity’s sins, Satan was there once again. On this occasion, Satan was the one who “put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him” (John 13:2). Although Satan was clearly involved in the crucifixion of Jesus, this was actually part of God’s plan for the redemption of mankind. Of course, even though Satan was finally successful at the cross, it only meant Jesus' victory and Satan's own ultimate defeat.

The dragon’s intent is to devour the child because of Satan’s antagonism against Israel. Satan has consistently attempted to eliminate the nation and people of Israel. One manifestation of this was during World War II through the National Socialist German Worker’s Party, whose leadership advocated a “final solution” for the Jews, which was total annihilation.
Satan’s efforts, whether to devour the woman’s child or to persecute God’s people in the future, will ultimately not succeed. The Great Tribulation, though fearsome, is still under God’s sovereign control. Even in the face of the red dragon’s fury, we can trust that the final victory belongs to the Lamb. New Testament believers are promised this, such as in James 4:7 which guarantees that Satan will flee from us if we resist him (also see 1 Peter 5:8-9). (https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5)
So why did Satan expend so much effort in his attempts to destroy Jesus? Because if there had not been a perfect Savior to pay the penalty for humanity’s sins, God’s plan would have been thwarted. Without a Savior, humans could not be forgiven of their sins nor could they live forever in God’s eternal family.
] 


See Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant With Israel and The Time of Jacob’s Trouble for a more complete study about God’s immutable covenant with Israel, a covenant misunderstood and misrepresented by many false teachings in order to come against God’s covenant and plan. The realization of the covenant is seen in the book of Revelation as God focuses on Israel’s redemption. The promises of restoration and salvation for Israel remind us that God’s plans always include a path to redemption. This emphasizes God’s love and desire to see His people come back into fellowship with Him. Our understanding of Israel’s redemption can strengthen our faith as we witness God’s unwavering commitment to His people, including us.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  https://christianitypath.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-israel-in-revelations/
] 

____________________

*...a great wonder in heaven, more directly translated in the Greek, is literally, an exceedingly great [“mega”] miracle [“sign/wonder’] in heaven. The Amplified Bible says: AND A great sign (wonder)—[warning of future events of ominous significance] appeared in heaven:.. The 
Greek word meaning mega occurs several times in the things John sees. It seems that everything John saw in this vision was either enormous in its appearance or enormous in its significance. It's great. One other note to make is that what he saw here was in heaven, but it pointed to what was on the earth. 

** Note the similarity between this description and the description that Joseph gave of his father Jacob (Israel) and his mother and their children: 
Genesis 37:9-11 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying. 
A basic principle that must always be remembered when interpreting the Book of Revelation is that unlike any other book in the Bible, this is a book thoroughly founded upon the multitude of prophetic passages found throughout the Old Testament. As was discussed in the introductory chapters, the Book of Revelation is essentially the prophetic symphony, the grand crescendo and conclusion of the whole Bible, drawing upon the myriad of passages, poems, prophecies and revelations that precede it. Through understanding this principle, identifying the woman is actually quite easy. ...[I]n Joseph’s dream we find the symbolism of the sun, the moon and the twelve stars (eleven without Joseph) mirrored: So by understanding the story of Joseph’s dream, we can identify the woman as Israel.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  https://joelstrumpet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/MIdeast-Beast-Master-File-Joel-Richardson.pdf
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.219-3.12.1][bookmark: 5.4.28-3.12.1][bookmark: 5.4.316-3.12.1][bookmark: 51633]So: the twelve stars refer to the twelve tribes of Israel and ...the woman in Revelation 12 is seen to be Israel.[endnoteRef:8]  The sun represents his father Jacob, the moon represents Leah, and the eleven stars represent Joseph’s eleven brothers. When we include Joseph as an additional star, we have our sun, moon, and twelve stars. This is perhaps the most important aspect of the identification of the woman: the twelve stars are to be understood in the sense of the gates (tribes) rather than the foundations (apostles—representing the church) of the New Jerusalem  (Revelation 21.12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:...).[endnoteRef:9] [8:  https://www.gotquestions.org/Revelation-chapter-12.html
]  [9:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#5028;] 


[bookmark: 51295][bookmark: 5.4.58-3.12.1.1][bookmark: 5.4.498-3.12.1.1][bookmark: 5.4.249-3.12.1.1][bookmark: 5.4.718-3.12.1.1]In contrast to The Great Harlot of Revelation 17 who embodies the very origins of harlotry and blasphemy (also stretching back in history), as the deliverer of the redeemer this woman represents the development of God’s ultimate solution to the problem of the Harlot. A comparison of this woman with The Great Harlot is instructive. See Endnote [endnoteRef:10]  for a chart of the differences. [10: 
 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html
] 


There are two main errors which consistently arise in the interpretations. We hope to avoid both.[endnoteRef:11] [11:   http://spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#51198

Pagan Symbolism - Many commentators attribute the symbolism in this chapter to pagan sources. The significance of the woman, and the attendant sun and moon, is thought to be found by searching out vague similarities from pagan mythologies. But such an approach has several shortcomings. First, it assumes that God subjected the correct understanding of His inspired revelation to a dependence upon uninspired and blasphemous writings of those who do not know Him. Second, it ignores the many evidences that suggest just the opposite: that pagan mythology is dependant upon God’s inspired revelation—serving up a vague distorted echo of the truth (e.g., the heel of Achilles, Gen. 3:15). See Searching Pagan Mythology.
The Church is Everywhere - Among those commentators which manage to steer clear of interpreting this woman from a background of pagan sources, another error beckons: that of pouring the Church into every passage of Scripture from the beginning of Genesis through the end of Revelation and everywhere in between. Clear clues in the text which preclude an interpretation of the woman as the Church are ignored in favor of a preunderstanding that since this woman appears to be glorious, she must denote the “Church Triumphant!” But this view runs roughshod over the many interpretive clues in the text before us: “By far the majority interpretation is that the woman is ‘the church’ which is entirely unsatisfactory and ignores all sorts of basic interpretive cues: (1) Christ birthed the church (Mat. 16:18), not the other way around. (2) The sun/moon/stars have a direct corollary in Joseph’s dream (Gen. 37:9). Sun = Joseph’s Father (Jacob), moon = Jacob’s mother, 11 stars = brothers (12 stars meaning all twelve tribes). Hence a strong reference to Israel. (3) The reference to ‘clothed with the sun’ and ‘the moon under her feet’ refer to many passages which declare that the promises made to Israel (especially for a Davidic ruler and the continuation of the nation) can be thwarted only if the sun and moon can be made to cease from before God (Ps. 89:35-37; Jer. 31:36). Hence the reference is to the permanence of Israel and its promises in the mind of God as evidenced by His oaths involving the sun and moon. (4) The woman travails to give birth to the man-child (singular, male) who is caught-up. This would seem a clear allusion to the promise of the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15) and the man-child is obviously Christ and not [the Rapture of] the church.”
] 


*** Meet the Dragon. [endnoteRef:12] [12:  Taken from https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/heads.html#4.3.2.15
and https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:3?highlight=Revelation+12%3A1-4 and
https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611, and
https://bible.org/seriespage/angelic-conflict-rev-121-17
] 

· John describes this Dragon as red. Likely red here is the color of fire, bloodshed, destruction. It emphasizes his vicious, violent, deadly nature. You remember what Jesus said about Satan in John 8:44: "He was a murderer from the beginning..." He enjoys shedding blood and seeks to destroy all that stands in his way.  John 10.10 tells us the thief comes to steal, kill and destroy.
· [bookmark: 5.4.529-3.12.3]The Dragon is described as another wonder that appears: a great red dragon, with 7 heads and 10 horns, with 7 crowns upon his head, demonstrating the intention of the dragon to constantly undermine the work that God is doing. (v. 12.3)
· Seven heads with seven diadems: This is a seven-headed monster that rules the entire world. Seven heads with seven diadems means he has ruling power and he uses it among the nations. These seven heads, decorated with seven royal crowns, likely refer to seven sequential world empires that existed under Satan's dominion. 
· He also had ten horns. The kingdom of Antichrist will be a confederacy of ten nations. The ten horns, here, likely represent the kings who rule under Antichrist. We'll come back to this.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 

· [bookmark: 5.4.529-4.3.2.15][bookmark: 5.4.138-4.3.2.15][bookmark: 5.4.134-4.3.2.15][bookmark: 5.4.719-4.3.2.15][bookmark: 92455]The dragon is, “that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world.” (Revelation 12:9 and 20.2)
· We know from John 12:31 that Satan is the “ruler of this world.” Jesus’s death and resurrection “cast out” Satan from ruling. Humanity had its right to reign restored through Jesus. All authority was given unto Jesus because of His faithful service (Matthew 28:18, Philippians 2:8-10). Because of the “suffering of death,” Jesus was crowned (given authority) with the “glory and honor” of having dominion over the earth (Hebrews 2:5-9). However, Satan’s authority is not completely removed until the events of Revelation, and even then his authority is removed in stages.[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:3?highlight=Revelation+12%3A1-4
] 

· It's interesting to note that initially the diadems are on the dragon's heads, that is, the crowns are on Satan, meaning he rules. But in chapter 13:1, these same diadems are worn by Antichrist. It seems to show a shift in power, not from Satan to Antichrist, obviously, but a shift in power from the seven previous world empires to the ten kings who will rule under the final Antichrist. Regardless, get the big picture. In these images in verse 3, we understand that he is a ferocious beast who powerfully, in a dominating way, rules the world.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 


🕆 After identifying Satan’s true character, John next tells us about the ancient event that lies behind and motivates his long war with Israel: his past war in heaven. This is what motivates him and drives him to hate and attack Israel.
· Ezekiel 28 verses 11 and following, records both Satan's initial position and his rebellion. In that chapter, the prophet is talking about the King of Tyre, initially. But starting in verse 11, he shifts to the person who empowered the King of Tyre, the person behind him. And he begins to describe this person in ways that cannot be the King of Tyre because he describes him as the covering cherub, who was in the Garden of Eden, who was anointed with every precious stone, who was the Prime Minister of heaven. And so, clearly, he's talking about Satan, who inspired and who empowered the King of Tyre. So, there in Ezekiel 28, we learn that Satan was, at the beginning, an anointed cherub that covered. He was the Prime Minister of heaven, likely the highest authority in heaven under Christ. But when his heart was lifted up with pride, he imagined that he was greater than God Himself, and he rebelled against God as Creator. And in doing so, he began a cosmic war that now reaches every corner of the universe.
· It's a war against God, but it's a war that's fought on two fronts. The first front began against God and His holy angels in heaven. But Satan's mutiny eventually focused on a second front when he was thrown out of heaven. He led a rebellion against God among humanity, a mutiny that began in the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve believed Satan's lies and joined his rebellion against God and plunged the entire human race into this cosmic war. Since the fall, this planet (earth) has been the primary theater of Satan's long war against God.
· Tragically, Satan doesn't fight this war alone. "And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth." What are these stars? Well, Scripture refers to angels symbolically as stars. We looked at the star falling from heaven in Revelation 9:1. In Job 38:7, again, we see another example of angels being referred to as stars.
· We also get a clue that these stars are angels because, later in this same Chapter 12, John twice refers to Satan's angels. Look down in verse 7: "And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war..." The dragon and his angels. 
· Look at verse 12.9: "And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him." So, the stars, then, back in verse 4, are angels.
· When is this event that's described in verse 12.4? The war that's described in the first half of verse 4 clearly occurs before the birth of Jesus, which comes in verse 5. This war happened before that, and almost certainly it happened, and most would trace it back to the war that occurred when Satan fell. When Satan fell (when he chose to rebel against God after God created the angelic host), a third of the angels joined in his rebellion. We're told, here, he swept away a third of them and threw them to the earth.
· Tail represents a dragon's power. He has a great deal of power and destructive force. He, with his tail, with his power, drew after him a third of the angels. When God cast Satan out of heaven, Satan left with a third of the angels, those who had followed him in his rebellion.
· By the way, a third of the angels has to be a huge number. We don't know exactly but think about this for a moment. We know a third of them fell. And in chapter 9:16, you remember, as part of the sixth trumpet, 200 million demons will be released from their captivity. If a third of the angels are demons, that means there are at least 400 million holy angels and 200 million plus demons. But there have to be more. Why? Because in chapter 9:1-3, thousands of other demons were released before that from the abyss. In addition to those two imprisoned groups, referred to in those texts, millions of other demons have been free to roam the earth since the beginning. So, clearly, there are far more than 400 million holy angels and far more than 200 million demons (fallen angels).

____________________

See Endnote [endnoteRef:16] for complete discussion regarding Beasts, Heads and Horns. [16:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/heads.html
] 


Application Questions:
1. What is God birthing in my life that the devil would love to devour as soon as it is born?
2. What is God birthing in the earth that the devil would love to devour and overcome?

II.   Jesus is high and lifted up, risen to be with God at His throne, and God prepared a place for us as war is fought in heavens (Michael and his angels against the dragon), until the great dragon which deceived the whole world (the Devil, Satan)  is cast out of heaven into the earth and his angels cast out with him.

Revelation 12.5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:* and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.**
Revelation 12.6 And the woman fled into the wilderness,*** where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.[endnoteRef:17] [17:   We land in the last 3-1/2 years of the future seven-year Tribulation and here we find not only has Satan continually warred with Israel in the past, but we learn about the war and the Tribulation to come, and we see it summarized in verse 6.
Then the woman fled into the wilderness... Verse 6 is actually like a summary of Israel's escape from Satan and John is going to give us a lot more detail later in this same chapter (see vv 13-17). Chapter 12:13 is a fuller version of what verse 6 describes: "And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down 

to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent." The rest of that passage goes on to detail in fuller form, what verse 6 just gives us in brief.
In verse 6, the point is that Satan is not finished with his war with God in which he attacks the people of God, Israel. During the Tribulation, he will ratchet up that effort and that war. He will try to kill all of the Jewish people, including the believing Jewish people, so that none remain to experience the promised salvation, so that none enter Christ's millennial kingdom. In this summary in verse 6, John says that Israel will flee from Satan into the wilderness.
Although we aren't told the exact location of this wilderness, there's a decent chance it is the wilderness that is east of the Jordan River and south of the Dead Sea. It's an area that formerly was occupied by Moab, Ammon, and Edom - an area that's mentioned in Daniel 11:40-41. Jesus Himself describes this same event of the Jews fleeing into the wilderness in the Olivet Discourse. Go back to Matthew 24:15: "Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand)..."
The abomination of desolation is an event that is yet to come. It will happen in the middle of the seven-year Tribulation and is described in 2 Thessalonians 2 when the Antichrist, the man of sin, sets up an image of himself as an object of worship in the temple. That's the abomination of desolation. Jesus says, when you see that (verse 16), "then those who are in Judea [that happens at the midpoint of the Tribulation] must flee to the mountains. Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house. Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short." So, Jesus says there's an event coming, at the midpoint of the Tribulation, the abomination of desolation, when Antichrist sets up himself as an object of worship in the temple in Jerusalem. When that happens, run! The Jewish people will flee for their lives into the wilderness.
In addition to his efforts to destroy Jesus, Satan has a long history of persecuting Israel. Verse 6 says, "Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished..." Wherever this wilderness is, wherever it is that they hide, it will be because God has prepared it to be so, and He Himself will protect them and nourish them. I love the word nourished here. The Greek word means "to care for by providing food or nourishment, to support." God will support them.
This verse indicates that God’s people were protected by God for 1,260 years (see Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6, showing that a day can represent a year). Many times throughout the ages the enemy has waged war against the apple of God’s eye (see Zechariah 2.8), only to be thwarted by the hand of God Himself. There can be no other answer to explain how the nation of Israel is still on the face of the earth despite the ongoing hostility and war against it.
Look down at verse 14. Same time is there. She'll fly into the wilderness to her place where she was nourished for - and this is Daniel's language for 3-1/2 years - "a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent." So, after Israel flees from their land, at the midpoint of the Tribulation, because of what Antichrist does in Jerusalem, God will protect them. He will protect them through the entire second-half of the Tribulation, the time Jesus called the "great tribulation". And the Jews that remain in their land during that time will hear the ministry of the two witnesses, according to chapter 11:3, and many of them will be redeemed according to chapter 11:13.
[Note Perhaps God uses a number of ways to describe the same three-and—a—half—year period of time to indicate various perspectives on this time of “great tribulation.” It will be part of a grander plan (“middle of the week”). It will occur one day at a time, likely one agonizing day at a time (one thousand two hundred and sixty days). It will happen through seasons of years, over forty-two months. https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5?highlight=Revelation+12%3A1-4]
Here's the point. In spite of Satan's desperate efforts to destroy Israel, to destroy the Messiah, to destroy God's redemptive plan, eventually, all Israel will be saved as Paul prophesied in Romans 11:26. What an amazing passage! 
https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611] 

Satan's coming war in heaven
Revelation 12.7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,****
Revelation 12.8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.❣️
Revelation 12.9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,❣️❣️ which deceiveth the whole world:❣️❣️❣️ he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 🕆 [endnoteRef:18] [18: 
 Satan’s angels were thrown down with him. Satan’s followers are also banned from the heavenly realm. We saw in Revelation 12:4 that the dragon “swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to earth.” This probably means that Satan convinced a third of the angels to join him in his rebellion. They all now partake in his judgment and are also evicted from heaven.
Some of the fallen angels violated the boundaries God established and were confined in the abyss as a punishment (Jude 1:6, 2 Peter 2:4). It could be that some of Satan’s angels who contended against Michael and his angels are the ones released from the abyss in Revelation 9:11. In any case, it will not be long before the entire lot of them join company in the abyss, as we will soon see, in Revelation 20:1-3.
Another takeaway is the demonstration of God’s sovereign authority. The book of Revelation highlights God’s written plan for the end of the age. Everything from the seven seals to the final bowl judgments is already determined by the One seated on the throne.
Even Satan’s attempts to disrupt or devour the woman’s child (Revelation 12:4) become steppingstones to fulfill prophecy. The dragon and his allies may have power in the earthly realm for “forty-two months” 

(Revelation 13:5), but heaven’s door is slammed shut against them, reflecting their decisive defeat in God’s cosmic timetable. https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5
] 


* So, verse 5 introduces us to His birth, but it also introduces us to His destiny. It goes on to say, "...a man child, who is to rule..." It's interesting expression in Greek. Literally, "who is about to rule." The idea is, this is sure to happen because it has been decreed by God. "...who is [about] to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. Those words come from Psalm 2:7-9: 
7I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 
Why a rod of iron? A rod of iron, a scepter of iron, implies that the Messiah's rule cannot be successfully resisted, and it cannot be broken. It cannot be destroyed. This is his destiny. He is the One who will be given the throne of His father David.

** Now, we meet the Son, the Messiah. First of all, we notice His birth in verse 5: "And she gave birth to a son, a male child..." In spite of Satan's many efforts to prevent the birth of the Messiah, the woman, that is Israel, gave birth to a son. This was the incarnation of God's eternal Son. Romans 1:3: "...His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh..." Isaiah 7:14: "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel [God with us]." Matthew 1:1: "The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham..." And Matthew 1:21 tells His mission: "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus [Yahweh saves], for He [the child] will save His people from their sins."
Psalm 2:2 refers to Him as the Lord's Anointed or the Lord's Messiah. 
Psalm 2.2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,...
These words specifically refer to two events. In Psalm 2 it's to when He shatters His enemies, when He returns in the Second Coming, and it also refers to the establishment of His kingdom, His millennial kingdom. He will rule all the nations of earth, that is, all those nations reconstituted after he destroys rebellious mankind in Revelation 19.
[bookmark: 5.4.246-3.12.5][bookmark: 5.4.125-3.12.5]Verse 5 goes on to speak of His victory: "...and her child was caught up to God and to His throne." When Jesus finished His earthly ministry, He ascended back to heaven, as we see in Acts 1:9. This correlates with what we see here in Revelation: and her child was caught up to God and to his throne.[endnoteRef:19] Notice that the child is caught up to God’s throne, not His own throne. He remains seated to the right hand of the Father until the time comes for Him to rule from the throne of David on earth.[endnoteRef:20]  [19:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5  
]  [20:  Daniel 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel 7:21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.
Daniel 7:26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
Matthew 25:31   When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
See also https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 

John skips from the birth of Jesus to His ascension and exaltation, not because John doesn't think that the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus aren't important. He's already underlined those. Go back to Revelation 1:5: "...Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead [there's His resurrection], and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood..." Clearly, John understands the importance of the death and resurrection of Christ. Verse 18, Jesus says, "[I am the] living One; and I was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades [grave]." Look at Revelation 5:9. John again underscores the importance of the death of Jesus: "And they sang a new song, saying, 'Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation." Don't misunderstand. John understands the importance of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Why does he skip from the birth to the ascension and exaltation? Because it emphasizes that the Father accepted the finished work of the Son. Like Hebrews 1:3: "When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high..." It means the Father accepted His work; redemption's work was done. The Father put His seal of approval on it, and so here we're reminded that the Father drew Him to heaven, and now He sits exalted at His right hand. It showed that Satan's plan to prevent the saving work of the Messiah was totally unsuccessful.

[bookmark: 5.4.98-3.12.6][bookmark: 5.4.593-3.12.6][bookmark: 5.4.318-3.12.6][bookmark: 5.4.315-3.12.6][bookmark: 5.4.519-3.12.6][bookmark: 52261]***The connective, “Then,” indicates a sequence between the catching up of the child and the fleeing of the woman. But are these two events necessarily closely correlated in time? How soon must the flight be to the catching up of the child? Some interpreters relate this flight to that of the Jews from Jerusalem in the destruction by Rome in 70 A.D.  Yet even that flight was approximately four decades after the ascension of Christ. Nor was there any indication of supernatural assistance as this passage describes (Revelation 12:14). Making this fit to the 70 A.D. destruction of Jerusalem leaves many missing parts and involves more conjecture than Scripture. This is detailed in the Supplement to Revelation Bible Study God’s Covenant With Israel and The Time of Jacob’s Trouble.

**** In a remarkable glimpse into the heavenly realm, we now see Michael, a chief angelic prince (Daniel 10:13), leading an angelic army against the dragon (who is later identified as Satan in v. 9).
This verse unveils yet another dimension of history: God’s created beings make real choices that create real impact. In this case, we see an all-out angelic war in heaven. This underscores that human history is not merely an earthly struggle. It is, in fact, part of an overarching cosmic conflict.
This chapter is part of an Interlude in the midst of Revelation’s unfolding sequence of events in God’s judgement of the earth: 
· In Revelation 4-11 we saw seven seals broken, with the seventh seal yielding seven trumpets. At the blowing of the seventh trumpet the kingdom of God was proclaimed.
· Beginning in Chapter 16, we will see the judgments resume, with seven bowl judgments. The judgments will culminate in the return of Jesus in Chapter 19.
· In this Interlude, we seem to be getting an overview of human history. 
· The war in heaven (v. 7) likely has application in the immediate as well as the overarching context. 
· In the immediate context, the kingdom of heaven has been proclaimed (Revelation 11:15). 
· Accordingly, it is time for the sitting ruler, Satan, to be deposed. This results in a confrontation between God’s forces and Satan’s, with the devil seeking to hold his grasp on authority.
· We see in John 12:31 that Satan is the ruler of this world. That is why all that is in the world is lustful and fleshly (1 John 2:16). Jesus said He would cast him out. That casting out began when Jesus died for the sins of the world and defeated death through His resurrection. It is now time for Satan’s authority to be eliminated. Satan’s removal from power will begin with eliminating his authority in the heavens.
· Michael’s leadership in waging war reminds us that the angels are not passive observers. God enlists them in critical moments to carry out His purposes. They are also majestic beings who should not be disrespected or trifled with (Jude 1:9-10).
· This should give us forbearance as we pray through. In Daniel 10.12-14,[endnoteRef:21] after Daniel had fasted and prayed and set himself to seek the Lord about the condition of his people and his duty at that time (Daniel 10.2-3), the angel affirms that from the first day Daniel prayed, the angel was dispatched to come to him and assure him his prayer was heard. But he was delayed. Daniel 10.13 said But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me;.. [endnoteRef:22]   [21:  Daniel 10.12-14 12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.
]  [22:  Daniel would have been cheered in his days of fasting and service if he had known that an angel was on his way to him to comfort him, and to communicate to him an answer from God; often - if not always - in our days 
of deepest anxiety and trouble; when our prayers seem not to penetrate the skies; when we meet with no response; when the thing for which we pray seems to be withheld; when our friends remain unconverted; when irreligion abounds and prevails; when we seem to be doing no good, and when calamity presses upon us, if we saw the arrangement which God was already making to answer the prayer, and could see the messenger on the way, our hearts would exult, and our tears would cease to flow. And why, in our days of trouble and anxiety, should we not believe that it is so; and that God, even though the delay may seem to be long, will yet show himself to be a hearer and an answerer of prayer? Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, 
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/daniel/10-12.htm
] 

Perhaps no single verse in the whole of the Scriptures speaks more clearly than this upon the invisible powers which rule and influence nations. ...From this chapter we not only learn that Israel had a spiritual champion (Daniel 10:21) to protect her in her national life, and to watch over her interests, but also that the powers opposed to Israel had their princes, or saviours, which were antagonists of those which watched over Israel.
· This ties back to the scriptural affirmations that heaven is not only the place of God’s dwelling, where His will is done (Matthew 6:10). It is also a strategic battleground. This war is taking place in heaven. We are not given details about this war. We see in places like Job that Satan has current access to heaven, but has limits placed on his authority (Job 1:6, 9). It might be that at this time Satan attempts to overthrow his limits through an invasion of force.
· It is interesting to note that God allows His angels to do the fighting, with Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. It is inferred that the angels fight willingly. The angel Michael is mentioned in Jude 1:9 as being an “archangel,” meaning he is a prince or leader of angels. We are told his angels are the ones who do battle with the dragon. This would indicate that the godly angels in the battle are those of a company led by Michael.[endnoteRef:23] [23:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5
] 

Understand that these are real beings. These are beings who know and interact with each other. Think about this: Michael and Satan have known each other since the day they were created.  In fact, their coming battle, during the Tribulation, will not be the first time that they have confronted each other. Likely, they fought when Satan first fell and led his initial rebellion against God. 1400 years before Jesus Christ, they had another confrontation. Jude describes it. Jude 9 says, "But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, 'The Lord rebuke you!'" What's Jude talking about? After Moses died in Deuteronomy 34, Satan apparently tried to take Moses' body to use it for some nefarious purpose. But through God's power, Michael won that dispute. In fact, Deuteronomy 34:6 tells us the Lord Himself buried the body of Moses east of the Dead Sea and his burial place was never known.
So, they confronted each other at Satan's initial fall, they confronted each other over the body of Moses, and Michael and Satan will one day face each other again. Look at verse 7: "The dragon and his angels waged war..." By the way, the way that sentence is phrased makes it clear that Michael doesn't originate this war, doesn't initiate it; Satan does. Michael responds. Satan and, notice, his angels - "the dragon and his angels," that is, the fallen angels that accompanied him, the third of the angels (200 million plus, as we saw) in his rebellion. They waged war. This future war will be between Michael and the holy angels and Satan and his demons.
Scripture leaves a lot out that we'd love to know. It doesn't tell us how angels fight. I'm sure it's not with pillows. And it doesn't tell us with what weapons. But we know this about angels: they are extremely powerful beings. 2 Kings 19:35 tells us that, in a single night, one angel killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. Some battle this will be!
Now, when does this future war between Michael and the holy angels and Satan and the demons take place? Well, the evidence here, in context, points to the timing of this war as the middle of the Tribulation, in fact, perhaps, right at the 3 1/2-year point. Because after Satan is cast out of heaven in our passage and he launches a full-scale war against Israel here on earth, the length of that assault is described as 3 1/2 years. You see it described that way in verse 14 and you see it described that way back in verse 6. In addition to that, you'll notice verse 12 says that after that war in heaven, Satan understands that he will only have, what? "A short time." Apparently, at the midpoint of the Tribulation, Satan will launch this war against God in heaven.
I think it's even possible that his being defeated in heaven and being cast back to earth prompts him to set up the abomination of desolation in the temple that is described by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2, an image of himself to be worshipped. So, there's a war that breaks out in heaven. Three times in verse 7, this conflict is referred to as war. This is not a minor conflict. The language describes the fury of an all-out war. Think about it. In complete desperation, Satan will launch an ill-conceived attack on heaven itself to unseat God from His throne and to prevent the Messiah from establishing His kingdom.

❣️ Thank God, there is a certain outcome. You see, from the beginning, Satan's attempts to defeat God have all miserably failed and this will not be the exception. He will lose this future war in heaven as well. Look at verse 8: "and they were not strong enough..." Literally, the Greek text says, "they did not have the power." Satan and his forces will not have the power to defeat Michael and the angels. Verse 8 he goes on to say, "...and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven." Satan and his armies will not be merely defeated, they will be routed. Their defeat will be so complete there's no longer a place found for them in heaven. https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220925p-128590
The aftermath of that coming war, described in verses 9-12. The aftermath begins with Satan's banishment in verse 9. Verse 9 says, "And the great dragon was thrown down..." Scripture doesn't tell us, by the way, the duration of this war, but almost certainly it's very brief. Then Satan will be cast out of heaven for the second time. This time, he and his fallen angels will no longer have access to God's presence, and they will never have that access again. Verse 9 says, "And the great dragon [Satan] was thrown down..."
The phrase they were not strong enough refers to the forces of the dragon. Satan has no power against God’s almighty power. But here we see that though the dragon manipulates earthly kingdoms and deceives many (Matthew 24:11, Revelation 12:9), his might utterly fails when opposed by Michael and his angels under God’s command. Michael and his angels are able, in the power given by God to them, to subdue the dragon through their efforts in resisting him. We also need to learn to stand in the power God has given us to resist the devil and he will flee (James 4.7).
By declaring that there was no longer a place found for them in heaven, scripture reveals an elimination of Satan’s access to the heavenly courts. Earlier in the Bible we see Satan entering heaven to present himself before God (Job 1:6-7). Now, during this climactic phase of tribulation, he is permanently expelled from the heavenly realm.
Realizing the significance of this event, Satan the dragon now has “great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time” (Revelation 12:12) before Christ returns to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. He then directs his rage toward God’s people, the ones who are the continuation of the woman of the Apocalypse who gave birth to the male Child (verse 13).

❣️❣️Now, who was this dragon? Well, this is a very easy question to answer, because verse 9, you'll notice, identifies him very specifically and exactly as "the devil and Satan." The same identification is made in Revelation 20:2-3:
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.
 Now, make your thinking clear here. Satan is not actually a dragon any more than Israel is actually a woman. This picture describes his character. By the way, only in the book of Revelation is he described as a dragon. Scripture most commonly describes him in animal terms as a serpent or as a snake. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word translated dragon is also translated monster. The point is this: like a dragon, Satan is dominating, intimidating, ferocious, violent. Think of the most ferocious dinosaurs. That's the picture you're intended to get. He is a ferocious beast, seeking to destroy everything in his path.[endnoteRef:24] [24:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 


❣️❣️❣️ The great dragon that old serpent, the Devil, Satan deceiveth the whole world. “World” is οἰκουμένην [oikoumenēn]: 
[bookmark: 53187][bookmark: 5.4.235-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.332-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.419-3.12.9]Matthew 24:14 “The whole inhabited earth,”  with reference to those portions which are populated by humans, the region to which the gospel of the kingdom will be preached to all nations prior to the end.
[bookmark: 53196]1John 5:19 The whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.
[bookmark: 53199][bookmark: 5.4.594-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.42-3.12.9]Revelation 18:23 By the sorcery of Babylon, the nations were deceived.
[bookmark: 53202][bookmark: 53204][bookmark: 53206][bookmark: 53209][bookmark: 53212]His first target of deception was Eve (see Genesis 3:4-5; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Timothy 2:14), but he has been at work deceiving nations all through history. He is the father of lies, there is no truth in him (John 8:44). Those whom he deceives are most effective at deceiving others since they themselves are deceived (2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.).
[bookmark: 5.4.331-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.318-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.223-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.57-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.705-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.228-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.370-3.12.9]Educated and ignorant, king and pauper, male and female, Jew and Gentile, strong and weak, young and old, black and white—all are deceived by him. All the world’s high-sounding philosophies, conceived ever so brilliantly by profound thinkers—whether pragmatism, idealism, gnosticism, determinism, hedonism, materialism,  existentialism, transcendentalism, deism, or any of countless others, regardless of the eminence of the geniuses with whose names they are associated—Aristotelianism, Platonism, Hegelianism, Marxism, Maoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Kantianism, Freudianism—all are man-originated, man-centered, and man-honoring, rather than God-originated, God-centered, and God-honoring.
Colossians 2:8-9 [Amp] See to it that no one carries you off as spoil or makes you yourselves captive by his so-called philosophy and intellectualism and vain deceit (idle fancies and plain nonsense), following human tradition (men’s ideas of the material rather than the spiritual world), just crude notions following the rudimentary and elemental teachings of the universe and disregarding [the teachings of] Christ (the Messiah).  9For in Him the whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead) continues to dwell in bodily form [giving complete expression of the divine nature].  
[bookmark: 5.4.50-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.573-3.12.9][bookmark: 53221][bookmark: 5.4.375-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.51-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.721-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.284-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.283-3.12.9][bookmark: 53223][bookmark: 5.4.471-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.716-3.12.9][bookmark: 53234][bookmark: 5.4.522-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.265-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.264-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.598-3.12.9][bookmark: 5.4.500-3.12.9]His ultimate deceiving tool at the time of the end is the False Prophet who performs great signs to deceive those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 13:13-14), those who receive the mark of the beast and worship his image (Revelation 19:20). Satan empowers both the Beast and the False Prophet as two mighty deceivers. In a similar way that God gives power to the two witnesses who testify of God (Revelation 11:3), these two are empowered by Satan as master deceivers during a time when deception will be the rule rather than the exception. The deception will be so strong that only by the power of the Holy Spirit will the regenerate avoid succumbing to the signs and lying wonders:
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
[bookmark: 5.4.187-3.12.9][bookmark: 53247]The False Prophet is the ultimate from among those Jesus warned of: “false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive” (Mat. 24:24a.).[endnoteRef:25] [25:  Revelation 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#50607
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Application Questions:

1.  Do I stay in the wilderness where the place is prepared of God, and know that God has me there during the heavenly wars? 
2. Where is my trust when any answer to prayer is held up?
3. When Satan is cast into the earth with his angels, do I stay where God has prepared a place for me? Where is that place? What should I be doing in that place during that time? 

III.	Once the Accuser of the Brethren is cast out of heaven, NOW is COME SALVATION and STRENGTH and the KINGDOM OF OUR GOD and the POWER OF HIS CHRIST, whom we overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony, loving not our lives unto the death... heavens rejoice and those that dwell in them, but WOE to those that inhabit EARTH and SEA for the devil is come down having great wrath knowing he has but a short time.

Revelation 12.10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.*[endnoteRef:26] [26:  An equivalent statement to that which accompanied the sounding of the seventh trumpet (Revelation 11:15), but which recognizes the removal of Satan from God’s heaven as a key signal of the beginning of the end. https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#50607

The context indicates that the “deliverance” in view is the deliverance of earth from the power of Satan and his angels. The authority of Satan will be thrown down from heaven and replaced with the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. We saw in the previous section that Satan and his angels were thrown to earth 

(Revelation 12:9). Now that Satan has no further authority in or access to heaven he can no longer function as the accuser of our brethren before God. That is something worth celebrating!

This loss of authority to accuse is emphasized in the statement the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down. The term brethren is often used to refer to anyone who has been placed into the family of God through faith. As Jesus tells Nicodemus, it only takes enough faith to look at Him on the cross, hoping to be healed from the poisonous venom of sin, in order to be born again into His family (John 3:3, 14-15).
However, in this case, the brethren in view are those who have overcome. Those who did not love their life even when faced with death (v. 11). This again emphasizes the primary admonition of Revelation, that any believer will be greatly rewarded if they courageously endure in being a faithful witness and do not fear rejection, loss, or death (Revelation 1:3).
The text calls Satan the accuser of our brethren who accuses day and night. This sobering detail unveils the devil’s relentless role: he not only deceives (Revelation 12:9), but he also lays charges against God’s people. The word “devil” means “false accuser” or “slanderer.” This verse confirms that this is a description of Satan’s core activity.
We gain some insight into Satan’s accusatory approach from the book of Job. There, Satan contested God’s claim that Job was righteous. He accused both Job and God of being disingenuous, saying that God was simply buying favor with Job, who was getting a great deal and fearing God for what he received from it (Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the Lord, Does Job [reverently] fear God for nothing?). We can also observe that Satan demanded permission to sift Peter like wheat, but Jesus prayed for Peter’s faith, and Satan’s permission was denied (Luke 22:31-32 31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. ).
We can infer from this that Satan persists in seeking the destruction of all humans in any way he can conspire. We can see the relentless nature of his opposition; that he accuses God’s people day and night. We can be grateful that the Spirit also intercedes for us, communicating with God in a manner beyond our ability to comprehend (Romans 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.).
It is clear that Satan desires to bring persecution and loss upon believers. Revelation’s main call is for believers to remain faithful witnesses, especially in times of severe persecution such as the 3-1/2 years that Jesus calls the time of great tribulation (Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15-21). Though Satan tirelessly hurls accusations, believers can be victorious if they resist him (James 4:7). Christ’s victory by virtue of the cross is a victory granted to each believer in terms of being justified in God’s sight (Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.). Believers can gain further victory because of the blood of the Lamb and the power of the Holy Spirit by enduring in faith and overcoming (Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.).
There is now salvation from the adverse and hostile ministry of Satan, because the power to reign over the earth is declared to belong fully to God and His Christ. Christ means anointed, as does the Hebrew term “masiah,” transliterated into English as “Messiah.” We saw the kingdom of the Lord announced in Revelation 11:15. Now, the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ are fully installed in heaven. It will soon be fully installed upon the earth as well. The kingdom of our God is also the kingdom of His Christ (Christ means “anointed”). That kingdom has been announced (Revelation 7:15) and is now being inaugurated with a transfer of power when he was cast down from heaven. Satan was unwilling to lose this power; he and his followers had to be forcibly removed.
We might think of an election where the new candidate has won but has yet to be sworn into office. That is like the period we live in now. Jesus has overthrown the authority of Satan (John 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.). His inauguration, while certain, is yet in the future.
Here in Revelation 12, we see a preview of Jesus’s future inauguration. As with many transitions of power in human history, this transition is attended with violence as the one currently in power (Satan) strives to retain office, so to speak.
Satan and his angels fought and were overcome by Michael and his angels (Revelation 12:7-8). Now, Christ’s inauguration is announced: the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night (v. 10).
Even though Satan still has power on earth, the expulsion of Satan from heaven is an event that precedes the loss of his authority on earth, which will come soon enough. We can see that Satan knows this. We are told in Revelation 12:12 that he now knows he only has a “short time.” 
The loud voice in heaven declares a permanent shift: the accuser of our brethren is thrown down. He no longer has authority or access to heaven. God’s righteous kingdom now comes to the forefront. Perhaps the voice in heaven is loud to emphasize the importance of this event. This begins a complete transition: this age will end, the King will return to earth and take full authority, Satan will be vanquished, and the promised reign of peace will be ushered in (Revelation 20:1-6 ):
Revelation 20:1-6  1And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
The kingdom of our God will soon have a full manifestation: first in a Messianic kingdom (Revelation 20:4), and then in a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1, 3). During His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke of His kingdom platform, which we can presume will be how the earth will be managed during His eternal reign (Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.).
Believers in the current age can live in the kingdom of our God now, by faith. At the current time, Jesus’s kingdom is not of this world:
John 18.36 (Amp) Jesus answered, My kingdom (kingship, royal power) belongs not to this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My followers would have been fighting to keep Me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, My kingdom is not from here (this world); [it has no such origin or source]. Here in Revelation, we are reading of the events that will lead up to Jesus’s kingdom being physically manifested on the earth.
Meanwhile, those who walk the narrow and difficult path that leads to life by following His kingdom ways are manifesting His kingdom on earth within their sphere of influence
Matthew 7:13-14 13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
When doing this they serve as salt and light to the world, as Jesus called His followers to do. We can be encouraged that a very small proportion of salt can preserve an entire body. Similarly, a very small beacon of light can cast aside darkness.
https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5
] 

Revelation 12.11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;** and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Revelation 12.12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.*** Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.****

*Satan is described (his character) in six different ways here, in verses 9 and 10:
1. The great dragon – (enormous, violent, ferocious);
2. Serpent of old – Revelation 20:2 It describes him this way: "And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”  Clearly, Satan was the serpent that tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3. Paul says that even in 2 Corinthians 11:3, "the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness." This title for Satan stresses his clever deception - crafty, deceptive.
3. The Devil –  The Greek word is Diabolos. It means slanderer or false accuser. See "the accuser of our brethren" below. You see, Satan slanders. He slanders us before God, he slanders God to us, and he slanders us to one another.
4. Satan –  That is actually his oldest name. It's actually a Hebrew word transliterated into English. The Hebrew word means adversary. He is simply the enemy. He's an adversary to God, he's an adversary to God's people.
5. The one deceiving the whole world – The Greek word for deceiving means to mislead or to lead astray. And the present tense - he is the one deceiving. This is his constant activity.  In 2 Corinthians 2:11, Paul refers to his schemes. Ephesians 6:11, the schemes of the devil. 2 Corinthians 11:14 describes one of those schemes. He "disguises himself as an angel of light." In other words, he robes himself in religion, tries to look like he's promoting religion. Satan's lies and deception will reach new levels of depravity during the future Tribulation. He will deceive through the false prophet. Revelation 13.14, speaking of the false prophet, says: "And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life." So, Satan will deceive through the false prophet. He'll deceive through demons. Revelation 16:14: "for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather [persuade] them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty [for Armageddon]." He'll deceive through demons. He'll deceive through Babylon – that commercial and religious empire that will be God's enemy. Revelation 18:23, where Babylon is described as "all the nations were deceived by your sorcery." Satan is a deceiver. Amazingly, even after he's released at the end of the millennium - Revelation 20:8 says, "[he] will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth..." And verse 10 says, "And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever." He's the one who deceives. That's who he is.
6. The accuser – The reason for the celebration at the beginning of Revelation 12.10 is: "for [because] the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night." You know,... Satan refuses to give up. He refuses to give up his plan to undermine God's eternal purposes. He just keeps on relentlessly, even though he fails again and again and again, and he knows his doom. He is such an enemy of God. When it comes to his attack on believers, he uses every conceivable opportunity to undermine their confidence in God, to tempt them to sin, to confuse them with error, to destroy their faith, to wreck their lives, to completely undermine their effectiveness as believers.  Notice they say that Satan has brought his accusations "before God day and night." It's constant. He never stops haranguing God with his vicious, false accusations. What is Satan trying to accomplish with accusations? Why does he accuse? 
· He accuses God to us because he wants to turn us, as God's children, against our Father. This temptation is as old as the garden. What did Satan do to Eve in the garden? "You know what? God's not good. He's holding out on you. And God's not really truthful and powerful. He's not going to take your life like He said." He tempts us to question God, especially His goodness, His love, His wisdom, and His power. Think about how often, through circumstances, you are tempted to question God. Satan is using circumstances to accuse your Father to you.
· But he also accuses us before God, and his point there is to turn God our Father against us, His children. He points out our unworthiness. He emphasizes our sins and flaws. He questions our motives, like he did for Job and Job 1: "Yeah, of course he serves You. Look at all the good things You've done for him. It's not about love for You!" This is what Satan does, and he does it day and night.
You say, what hope do I have with an accuser that powerful? The good news is he will never turn your Father against you. 
John 10:28-29, "[A]nd I give eternal life to them [that is, those who've believed in Me], and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand." 
Romans 8:1 "Therefore there is now no condemnation [no guilty verdict and no sentence] for those who are in Christ Jesus." No condemnation! Can't happen! Done! 
Romans 8.31: "What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us [who can be against us, if God is for us]? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? [Now watch verse 33. This goes to this very point]. Who will bring a charge against God's elect [who is going to be able to bring a charge against you, one that God chose and for whom Christ died, and make that charge stick]? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns [who can truly condemn you before God]? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us." God is your Father, and He gave His Son for you. Jesus is your intercessor, and He constantly pleads with God on your behalf. Nothing Satan ever says against you, Believer, will stick. God will not receive it. Satan can rant on all he wants, but there is no condemnation. 
Romans 8:38-39 For I am persuaded beyond doubt (am sure) that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things aimpending and threatening nor things to come, nor powers,  39 Nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 There is no separation from the love of God that's in Christ Jesus our Lord. Nothing will do that. Satan can never shatter the unbreakable bond that unites us to our Lord Jesus Christ. And his accusations fall on completely deaf ears because we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220925p-128590
] 


** This provides the expected pattern: that the example of faithful living causes others to desire to hear the “Why?” This would indicate why the phrase word of their testimony includes testimony rather than only word. Actions and speech align to provide a faithful and enduring witness. The result of their faithful lives will be they did not love their life even when faced with death. Even death did not cause them to compromise their faithful testimony, either in word or deed.

*** In Revelation 12:12, we will see heaven cheering when Satan is “thrown down” from having any authority in heaven. But at the same time, a “woe” is pronounced upon the earth because his destructive power will now be focused there.
The complete fulfillment of Satan having all of his authority taken away will not take place until Revelation 20:10, when the “unholy trinity” of Satan, the beast, and the false prophet are cast into the lake of fire, where they will be tormented day and night forever.

**** Woe to the earth and the sea (v.12) also underscores the fact that Satan’s eviction from heaven translates into his fury on earth. The dragon rages: he recognizes he has only a short time to exercise authority in the earth. So it seems he plans to do as much damage and destruction as possible to the earth and to humanity in the time that remains. The battle of God’s throne versus Satan’s throne reaches a feverish pitch as the devil attempts a last-ditch effort to assert control before Christ returns to establish the Messianic Era.
It appears that when the devil (accuser) is evicted from heaven he focuses all his attention and fury upon the earth. 
Woe to the earth and the sea. In Chapter 13, we will see Satan’s response to that cry out of woe to the earth and sea, as the first 10 verses introduce the beast from the sea (the false Christ, the Antichrist) and in the second half of Chapter 13 we meet the beast from the earth (the false prophet, the religious leader who will point all of humanity to the Antichrist). Now the devil has come down and the earth has his sole focus, which is bad for the earth (v. 12). Satan will launch persecution, deceptions, and temptations. Of course, God remains enthroned. But there will be vast destruction and judgment of earth. Jesus said if the period lasted much longer no flesh should be saved (Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.). We see the prophecies of Daniel 9, Matthew 24, and Revelation weaving into one cohesive tapestry.




Application Questions:
1. Once Satan is cast out of heaven, salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God and the power of Christ is come... how do I overcome by the blood of the Lamb? Is the blood of Christ on the doorposts of my home? How do I overcome now in light of knowing this outcome is sure?
2. Once Satan is cast out of heaven, salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God and the power of Christ is come... how do I overcome by the word of my testimony? How do I overcome now in light of knowing this outcome is sure?
3. Once Satan is cast out of heaven, salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God and the power of Christ is come... how do I overcome by NOT loving the earth nor the things of earth unto death? How do I overcome now in light of knowing this outcome is sure?
4. Once Satan is cast out of heaven, salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God and the power of Christ is come... how do I overcome his great wrath because he knows his time is short? How do I overcome now in light of knowing this outcome is sure?

IV.  The war in heaven being won, the dragon seeing he is cast and limited to the earth, he will persecute the woman which brought forth the man child [Israel], but God will provide two wings of a great eagle that she might fly into the wilderness into her place to be nourished from the serpent: although a flood assault her for her to be carried away, the earth will swallow the flood, and the wroth dragon will make war with the remnant of her seed which keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Satan's comprehensive war against Tribulation saints during the Tribulation period
Revelation 12.13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.*
Revelation 12.14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place,[endnoteRef:28] where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.** [28:  There are numerous passages which pertain to the flight of the remnant and her divine protection in the wilderness. Given the importance of the preservation of a Jewish remnant, we should not be surprised by this. However, many of the passages are obscure and occur within settings which have both a local and a far-future reference and distinguishing between the two can be quite difficult. We offer some of these passages below in the hopes that they will prompt further study of this matter.
In the midst of a passage by Isaiah describing a time of destruction coming upon the people of Moab during which they would court Zion’s favor for refuge, there is a stunning reversal in the scene:
Isaiah 16.3-5 [emphasis added] Take counsel, execute judgment; make your shadow like the night in the middle of the day; hide the outcasts, do not betray him who escapes. Let My outcasts dwell with you, O Moab; be a shelter to them from the face [presence cf. Revelation 12:14] of the spoiler. For the extortioner is at an end, devastation ceases, oppressors are consumed out of the land. In mercy the throne will be established; and One will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness.
Isaiah reverses the context and appeals to Moab for the protection of “My outcasts” (Israel). The context is a time of intense persecution and destruction which is followed by the just reign of Messiah upon the throne of David—the Millennial Kingdom.
Let mine outcasts dwell (sojourn) with thee, Moab (the KJV correctly follows the [Masoretic Text], as over against the LXX, Syriac, and Targum, who render it: “the outcasts of Moab”). . . . The LORD was saying to Moab, through the Spirit of prophecy in Isaiah, “When My people Israel will be outcasts, be a haven to them, hiding them from their persecutors.” Envisioned is that preeminent time of Israel’s trouble, the Great Tribulation . . . under Antichrist, Israel’s supreme “destroyer” (Revelation 12:6-13:18). . . . At the height of that persecution of the Jewish remnant, Christ will return in glory to sit upon His throne and judge the nations (Matthew 25:46).
The passage describes the path by which Moab should have sent its tribute of lambs to the king of Israel. “From Sela to the wilderness to the mount of the daughter of Zion Jerusalem” (Isaiah 16:1 confer 2Kings 3:4-5). Sela means “Rock” and is understood to be a reference to Petra. Could it be that the path by which the Moabites 
should have sent lambs from Petra via the wilderness to Jerusalem is to be retraced by the sheep of Israel who are scattered in the time of the end (Zechariah 13:7-9)? This occurs during the time when the Lord is testing those who dwell upon the earth (Revelation 3:10). During this time, the faithful remnant will be hidden in their chambers—reminiscent to the time of the Passover in Egypt:
Isaiah 26:20-21 Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past. For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain.
Daniel informs us that the domain of the Antichrist will have the following exceptions: 
Daniel 11.41 “He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon” 
For some reason the Antichrist is unable to overthrow these regions which include both Bozrah and Petra.
Interestingly, several Second Coming passages also indicate that God is seen coming from these regions:
Isa. 63:1-4 [emphasis added] Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? -“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come.” 
Habukkuk 3:3 God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise.
The prophet was given a vision of the second advent of the Messiah . . . seen coming from Teman, a district of Edom, poetically the part standing for the whole, . . . advancing from Mount Paran, the hilly country between Edom and Sinai (Deuteronomy 33:2). Isaiah, in a vision of the second advent, similarly beheld the Messiah advancing in judgment upon His foes “from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah” (Isaiah 63:1-6). [emphasis added]
In the Psalms, mention is made of the nation being led to Edom during a time when God has cast Israel off and is seeking help from trouble. God is appealed to as the one who will tread down (Isaiah 63:1-6) Israel’s enemies:
Psalm 60:9-12, Psalm 108:10-13 [emphasis added]
Who will bring me to the strong city? Who will lead me to Edom? Is it not You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies? Give us help from trouble, for the help of man is useless. Through God we will do valiantly, for it is He who shall tread down our enemies. 

The reference to “strong city” is thought to refer to Petra, “the strong city. (Petra or Sela) the rock-built city of Edom (Psalm 31:21; 2Kings 14:7),” also known as Sela:
Isaiah 42:11-13 [emphasis added]
Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare His praise in the coastlands. The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war. He shall cry out, yes, shout aloud; He shall prevail against His enemies. 
Petra is located in a basin within Mount Seir, and is totally surrounded by mountains and cliffs. The only way in and out of the city is through a narrow passageway that extends for about a mile and can only be negotiated by foot or by horseback. This makes the city easy to defend, and its surrounding high cliffs give added meaning and confirmation to Isaiah 33:16 . . . The name Bozrah means “sheepfold.” An ancient sheepfold had a narrow entrance so that the shepherd could count his sheep. Once inside the fold, the sheep had more room to move around. Petra is shaped like a giant sheepfold, with its narrow passage opening up to a spacious circle surrounded by cliffs.

Micah describes an assembly of Jacob, a remnant, which will be gathered into a fold (bozrah). The one who breaks them out is clearly a reference to Messiah, the Good Shepherd:
Micah 2:12-13  [emphasis added]
I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together like sheep of the fold [בָּצְרָה [bāṣerâ]], like a flock in the midst of their pasture; they shall make a loud noise because of so many people. The one who breaks open will come up before them; they will break out, pass through the gate, and go out by it; their king will pass before them, with the LORD at their head. 
The LORD will “gather” from their worldwide, age-long Diaspora the elect “remnant,” which will survive “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:5-7), the Great Tribulation (Revelation 8:1-20:3), preceding the establishment of the Kingdom over Israel (Revelation 20:4-6; Acts 1:7). . . . The saved remnant will be the nucleus of the millennial Kingdom. The LORD declared, I will put them together like the sheep of Bozrah (a region in Edom well known as a sheep-raising center). . . . They (the returning remnant of Israel) will follow “the breaker,” the Messiah, who will break through and open the way, going up before them. They, following Him, will break through the gate and go out from their captivity to glorious freedom.
An appreciation of the ultimate setting of the previous passage sheds new light on the familiar teaching of Jesus:
John 10:1-5 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers. 
Will the Jewish remnant of the time of the end be in such a physical “sheepfold” of sorts? Will they be reading these very words of Jesus penned by John thousands of years before their situation—waiting for the “shepherd of the sheep” to bring out his own sheep? Only time will tell.
These references to Edom and Bozrah are indicators that at the Second Coming, God has business to take care of in Edom. That business involves the defense of his sheep, the Jewish remnant represented by the woman who flees the dragon.
 https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#50607] 

Revelation 12.15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.***
Revelation 12.16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.****
Revelation 12.17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 🕆  

* We just saw in Revelation 12.9, that, finally, the great dragon was cast out of heaven... WHO? that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: ...he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  Revelation 12.12 cries out Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 
How does he know?
Satan sinned in the original spiritual realm before God judged sin. We looked at the fall of Satan in earlier lessons. He was able to sin, but he was not allowed to remain in Heaven after rebelling. His fall was swift, his doom certain.
God was not caught off guard by Satan’s fall. He allowed it as part of a greater plan to reveal His glory. Satan’s rebellion is a tragedy, but it doesn’t undermine God’s sovereignty. In fact, it sets the stage for the greatest story ever told, the gospel of Jesus Christ. [By the way], [w]e don’t need to fear that Heaven might be compromised again. The cross ensures that our Heaven will be a place of unbreakable joy, eternal safety, and sinless worship.


If Heaven is God’s perfect and holy dwelling place, how [did] sin ever show up there? It seems to challenge the very nature of Heaven and the rule of God. It’s a good question, and Scripture offers a solid answer.
First, a clarifying question: What “heaven” is being referred to? When we hear the word, we often think of the dwelling place of God and believers in the “new heaven and new earth” described in Revelation 21. In Scripture, though, the word “heaven” means different things in different contexts. It can mean the sky above, as in Genesis 1:1. Heaven can mean the spiritual realm where angels dwell, as in Luke 2:15. Heaven can also mean the throne room of God, as in Psalm 11:4.
Satan rebelled in what we might call the heavenly realm, the spiritual dimension where angelic beings operate, not in the perfected, eternal kingdom promised to believers in Christ, where you and I will live in our resurrected bodies.

It’s important not to confuse the future “new heaven and new earth” with the angelic realm that existed before the fall of Satan. 

To understand how sin could have entered that realm, we need to look closer at the nature of angels themselves—who they are, how they were created, and what kind of freedom they were given.
The Bible teaches that Satan was once a glorious angelic being. One key passage often cited is Ezekiel 28:12–15, which, while addressed to the king of Tyre, is understood by many scholars to also contain a reference to Satan himself. The figure described is “blameless in [his] ways from the day [he was] created until unrighteousness was found in [him].” This suggests that even in the heavenly realm, angels could choose between right and wrong, just as we can.
Angelic freedom should not be given more weight than Scripture allows. God’s purpose is not beholden to creaturely choices. He doesn’t take risks. In the end, Satan’s fall served God’s greater purposes. The devil’s rebellion was not outside of God’s sovereign plan, but part of it. 

Without the fall, no cross, no redemption, no ultimate display of God’s justice, mercy, and grace. Satan didn’t hinder God’s glory; he became a backdrop for it.

Isaiah 14:13–14 describes a proud figure declaring, “I will ascend to heaven…. I will make myself like the Most High.” Though the passage is directed to the king of Babylon, again, many scholars see a dual reference here, one that extends beyond the earthly king to describe the spiritual rebellion of Satan himself. Pride was the devil’s downfall. When he sinned, God cast him out of Heaven—not just in a geographical sense but in terms of dominion and authority (Luke 10:18; Revelation 12:7–9). Satan may have sinned in “Heaven,” but his sin was met with judgment and expulsion.
So, does this mean sin is possible in the heaven that awaits us? ...The simple answer is no. The heaven we are promised in Christ is qualitatively different from the one Satan fell from. It is not merely a location but a perfected realm where evil is banished and righteousness dwells forever (2 Peter 3:13). God fully glorifies those who enter, making them incapable of sinning (Revelation 21:4; Hebrews 12:23; 1 Corinthians 15:42–49). 
In the new creation, we will be fully redeemed image-bearers, conformed to the likeness of Christ (Romans 8:29) and rulers in Heaven (Revelation 5:10). We each, unlike the angels before the fall, have a salvation that is sealed. We will be incapable of sin because our desires will be perfectly aligned with God and His glory (Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2). That’s not bondage. That’s liberty in its purest form.
Satan sinned in the spiritual realm God created, but once he did, he was cast out. Heaven, as we will experience it, is the secure, glorified realm where sin has been defeated forever. That’s not just good theology. That’s great news.[endnoteRef:29] [29: 
 https://www.str.org/w/how-did-satan-sin-in-heaven-if-you-can-t-sin-in-heaven
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So now Satan turns toward a comprehensive war against Tribulation saints during the Tribulation period.  He knows his time is short because now that he and his angels have been literally cast out into the earth, it is quite apparent to all in the heavenly places that there is a shift. They left defeated by Michael and his army. They lost their rebellious attack. A loud voice in heaven breaks out: Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: [IT IS NOW!!!!! WE SEE IT!!!] for [BECAUSE] the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. But they overcame [the accuser] by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death!!! Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.  [BUT:] Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for [NOW] the devil is come down unto you, [he’s heading YOUR way with his hordes of defeated, cast-out demons, and he] has great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. [He’s well aware of what is ahead for him.]

The text continues, revealing the first thing on the dragon’s agenda:  persecute the woman who gave birth to the male child (v. 13). In this instance, the woman we were introduced to in Revelation 12:1-2 symbolizes Israel, the nation of heritage for the Messiah (the male child). Linking to Daniel 9’s chronology, Israel faces renewed distress during the final seven-year period, especially the latter 3-1/2 years or “time, times, and half a time” (Revelation 12:14).
Jesus spoke of this last half of Daniel’s final seven years in Matthew 24:15-21, where He called it a time of “great tribulation” that will be unprecedented in history. Here, we see a specific example of conflict between God and Satan, with Satan targeting Israel in his last-ditch attempt to derail God’s plan. [endnoteRef:30] [30:   This could overlap with the scene in Zechariah 14, where the nations surround and take Jerusalem just prior to Jesus’s second coming, which is foretold in Zechariah 14. The armies of the nations are said to gather in the Jezreel Valley, also called the Valley of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16). “Armageddon” comes from “hill of Megiddo,” which refers to the ancient city of Megiddo which was the primary town in the Jezreel Valley. It is about 80 miles, or 125 km, north of Jerusalem.
It could be that the armies of the nations gather in the Jezreel Valley to prepare an assault upon Jerusalem, as in Zechariah 14. There they assemble to oppose the Lamb, who then descends from heaven to defeat them. If so, then the triumphant return of Jesus in Revelation 19:11-20 would follow after Zechariah 14:4, when Jesus alights on the Mount of Olives and it splits in two.  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5
] 


Though terrifying, this verse also reminds us that the dragon’s power is neither infinite nor independent. All these events in the book of Revelation—the seals, the trumpets, and the bowl judgments —are authorized from the throne room of God. While the dragon persecutes God’s people, believers should remember that this conflict was foretold and will soon give way to Christ’s full unveiling as the King of Kings. The heavens and those that dwell in them are already rejoicing (Revelation 12.12). Can you rejoice by faith already seeing what is ahead? That “NOW” kind of faith of Hebrews 11.1 (AMP) 

NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].

**During this window of great tribulation, Israel will face intense persecution, yet God provides. He prepares a place she could fly into the wilderness to her place. We have Old Testament examples of God’s provision in the wilderness. God fed Elijah by ravens during the three-year drought (1 Kings 17:4). God also preserved Israel in the forty years in the wilderness, feeding them the miraculous provision of manna (Exodus 16:14-15). Further, God miraculously provided water and prevented their clothes from wearing out, even over forty years (Deuteronomy 29:5).
We do not know what the two wings of the great eagle will look like. We do not know whether they will be a deliverance through God—given ingenuity or a miraculous intervention. But we do know that there will be a deliverance for the woman (Israel). We are not provided details about how God’s people will fly, or what her place is that is in the wilderness. 
These descriptions could be literal or figurative, or both. Jesus exhorted those hearing Him to “flee to the mountains” when they saw the abomination of desolation. That could be literal; there are many hills in Israel. It is also possible that God will provide a wilderness that is a provision external to the world’s new system of exchange, a system that will require consumers to have a mark of the beast in order to buy and sell (Revelation 13:17).
Believers today can derive application from the truth that though trials come, God’s care transcends outward chaos. He is in control, and we can trust Him. Even if it costs us our life for His sake, He will make it worthwhile. The book of Revelation urges faithful witnesses to stand firm, even in the face of rejection, loss, or death. Believers who live to see the abomination of desolation can rely on the Holy Spirit to lead them in their pursuit of His provision.[endnoteRef:31] [31:  Supra.
] 

God, however, will not allow Satan to destroy His people. Jesus promised that the “gates of Hades [the grave]” would not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). To protect His people, the woman is “given two wings of a great eagle,” meaning she is safely taken into “her place,” where she will be protected for “a time, and times and half a time [apparently 3½ years], from the presence of the serpent” (Revelation 12:14).

***Here, the serpent—another depiction of Satan—attempts to overwhelm Israel with a torrent of destruction, a river intended for the woman to be swept away. Although we arej’t told what this river is, the intention is clear: Satan seeks to destroy God’s covenant people in one swift, catastrophic event.
The waters or seas in scripture (as in Revelation 17:15) are often symbolic for the chaotic, unruly nations of the earth. The context here is Satan leading the nations to battle against the Lord and His people. So this water like a river could represent a coalition of nations uniting together to persecute and eliminate God’s people by causing them to be swept away with the flood of the nations overwhelming them.
It might be that evil will fill the earth because God removes the “salt” and “light” from it through catching faithful believers up into the air (Matthew 5:13-16, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). By removing the believers alive at that time, or perhaps the overcomer—believers providing salt and light to the earth, evil would be allowed to multiply. [But the Scriptures refer to] a great awakening among the Jewish people, who will recognize Jesus as being their covenant God and savior and mourn for Him (Zechariah 12:10). We saw in Revelation 7:4 that God called 12,000 special missionaries from each of the twelve tribes to minister to His people.

We will see 
Revelation 14:6-7 6Then I saw another angel flying in midair, with an eternal Gospel (good news) to tell to the inhabitants of the earth, to every race and tribe and language and people.  7 And he cried with a mighty voice, Revere God and give Him glory (honor and praise in worship), for the hour of His judgment has arrived. Fall down before Him; pay Him homage and adoration and worship Him Who created heaven and earth, the sea and the springs (fountains) of water. 
An angel testifying of the “eternal gospel...” perhaps this is an angelic witness that brings many to Jesus during that time of tribulation. Those who are faithful to Christ during that time will gain a special blessing, as it will apparently require an extra dose of faith to be a faithful witness during that terrible period.
The image of a serpent that poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood might call to mind the repeated biblical theme of overwhelming waters—Noah’s flood (Genesis 7), Pharaoh’s pursuit at the Red Sea (Exodus 14), Jonah’s cry to be saved from the waters (Jonah 2:3), and the psalmists’ lamentation of being engulfed by waters (Psalm 69:1-2).
In each of these instances of His people being overwhelmed in a flood, God intervenes to provide deliverance for His people. Just as God parted the Red Sea for Israel and rescued Noah in the ark, so, too, He is capable of providing miraculous relief in the end times.
Furthermore, the serpent’s attempt to annihilate the woman (Israel) underscores the severity of the end-time conflict. In Daniel 9:27, we see a covenant with Israel made and then broken by an unnamed person who is likely the beast of Revelation. He will “put a stop to sacrifice” and create an abomination of desolation, sparking the fiercest period of tribulation.
Satan’s outpouring of water like a river (v. 15) mirrors the heightened violence and deception Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24:21-25. Nonetheless, scripture assures us that no matter how aggressive Satan’s schemes become, God’s sovereignty remains intact. Each calamity described in Revelation fits into the seals, trumpets, and bowls progression, all executed under the Lamb’s overarching authority.

**** Even though Satan will spew “water out of his mouth like a flood,” to try to get at the woman, he will not be successful (verses 15-16). In this passage, the concept of a “flood” likely represents armies.
Isaiah 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.
Jeremiah 46:7-8 Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers? 8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 

In response to this flood, John writes: But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth (v. 16).
Again, here the dragon represents Satan and all whom he is influencing. It might be that the river and “flood” represent the nations who have fallen under Satan’s dominion. This dramatic intervention, where the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river, shows that nature itself becomes an ally of God’s plan. Instead of the woman perishing under watery chaos, the earth absorbs the serpent’s destructive force. This emphasizes that heaven’s throne room initiates events, and creation on earth responds in ways that shield God’s people.
This echoes earlier scriptural narratives: God also had the wind blow a path through the Red Sea for Israel, which subsequently collapsed upon the Egyptians (Exodus 14:21, 27-28). Also, when Korah and his followers rebelled against Moses, “the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them” (Numbers 16:32). In that Old Testament account, the rebellious group was consumed, and the faithful were spared.
Similarly, here in Revelation, the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river, thwarting the enemy’s weapon. It could be that God uses the forces of nature against the armies hostile to the Lord and His people (Revelation 19:19).
Such divine deliverance points again to God’s sovereignty over final events. Moreover, this reinforces that the time of great tribulation is not simply an onslaught of evil without restraint. These chapters remind us how each wave of tribulation emerged from the scroll (Revelation 5) with God’s authorization.
So even as the serpent assaults Israel, God’s cosmic design includes unstoppable deliverance. Satan’s fury may escalate, but it can never surpass the plan documented from Genesis through Revelation: that God will accomplish all He intends for Israel and the nations, culminating in Christ’s reign and the subsequent new heaven and new earth.

🕆  Finally, the passage concludes: So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus (v. 17). 
Having failed to destroy Israel, Satan the dragon was enraged with the woman, who is Israel. So, Satan’s rage turns toward the rest of her children. The rest of her children likely refers to believers outside of Israel who follow Christ—both Jews and Gentiles who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
From this passage we note that while some members of God’s true Church will be protected from Satan’s wrath during these end times prior to Christ’s return, others will not. Those not in the place of protection will need to prove their allegiance to God the Father and Christ in the face of Satan’s intense persecution. [endnoteRef:32] [32:  This further highlights the call for God’s servants on either side of the great tribulation to read, hear, and do the things in this book, and to be faithful witnesses who do not fear rejection, loss, or death. It is they who will receive a promised special blessing (Revelation 1:3).
The Greek word translated as testimony in the phrase who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus is “martyria.” To hold to the testimony of Jesus is to live with the attitude of Revelation 12:11:
Revelation 12:11 “And they overcame him [Satan] because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony [“martyria”], and they did not love their life even when faced with death.”  

To live as a good testimony (“martyria”) for Jesus is how believers “overcome.” To overcome is to win the victory of life. As Jesus said, His people win life by laying down their lives (Luke 9:23-24).

We will see in Revelation 20:4 a special promise to “those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus” that they will come to life and reign with Christ “for a thousand years.” It seems consistent with other passages that those who overcome will also reign during this thousand-year reign on the current earth (Revelation 3:21). We know for sure that those who lose their lives as witnesses for Jesus during the time of great tribulation will reign with Him during the thousand years of Revelation 20. 

Revelation 20:4 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

As we will see, after the thousand years, Satan will be released for a time and the nations will rebel once again (Revelation 20:7-10). After this rebellion is destroyed once and for all, there will be a new heaven and earth in which righteousness reigns, and those who overcome will inherit these things (Revelation 20:1, 7).
While Israel stands uniquely as a target in the crosshairs of the dragon—who is also the serpent, the devil (accuser), and Satan (adversary)—all those who follow Jesus the Messiah share in his persecution (2 Timothy 3:12). This is because Satan opposes all that is of God.
God chose humans to have dominion over the earth. Humans are “infants and nursing babes” (as compared to the angelic beings) who are “lower than the angels” that God appointed to reign in order to silence Satan, God’s adversary:
Psalms 8:2 Out of the mouths of babes and unweaned infants You have established strength because of Your foes, that You might silence the enemy and the avenger.
Hebrews 2:7 For some little time You have ranked him lower than and inferior to the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor and set him over the works of Your hands,...
 It seems God assigned humans to reign over the earth to demonstrate that inferior creatures who reign by serving will do a better job than a superior (angelic) creature ruling as a tyrant.
This could be why Satan hates humans so much, and why he hates Israel (the woman) and the deliverer (Jesus) who comes through her (Israel). Jesus has restored to humanity the “glory and honor” of having the right to reign through the “suffering of death,” displacing Satan. 
Hebrews 2:9-10 9But we are able to see Jesus, Who was ranked lower than the angels for a little while, crowned with glory and honor because of His having suffered death, in order that by the grace (unmerited favor) of God [to us sinners] He might experience death for every individual person.  10For it was an act worthy [of God] and fitting [to the divine nature] that He, for Whose sake and by Whom all things have their existence, in bringing many sons into glory, should make the Pioneer of their salvation perfect [should bring to maturity the human experience necessary to be perfectly equipped for His office as High Priest] through suffering.
In Matthew 24:9, Jesus warns His followers that “they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name” during these last days. This is echoed by Revelation 12:11; there will be many who overcome as Jesus overcame by losing their lives for their testimony. We will see in Revelation 20:4 that many of the martyrs will be “beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus.”
Of course, God’s people have endured times of persecution throughout history. In fact, such opposition is transpiring to various degrees in many parts of the world even today (as of this writing). According to one source, roughly five thousand followers of Jesus were killed for their faith during 2023.
Jesus’s encouragement to endure “to the end” (Matthew 24:13) is relevant to the thought of what it means to keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. Jesus urged His disciples not to be disheartened by the ferocity of Satan’s opposition. Jesus stated that the world will get so lawless that many believers will have their love grow cold (Matthew 24:12). But those who endure until the end will avoid having their love grow cold.
To persist in love in the face of hate is part of what is required to endure as faithful witnesses. We saw in the letter to the Ephesian church that God will remove a witness if they forget love (Revelation 2:4-5). We also saw that Jesus endured in love until the end, asking His Father to forgive those who crucified Him (Luke 23:24).
Believers can look forward in hope to Christ’s ultimate victory—“the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ” (Revelation 12:10). One of the primary themes of Revelation is that God promises He will make it more than worthwhile to those who overcome as He overcame (Revelation 3:21). Jesus desires His people to overcome the fear of rejection, loss, and death, to leave all that is of the world and follow Him.
The phrase keep the commandments of God, referring to the faithful witnesses, also emphasizes the need to persist in love. The two greatest commands are to love God with all our being and to love others as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39). As the Apostle John said in his first epistle, “We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
Jesus said that we cannot be His disciple unless we bear His cross (Luke 14:27).  To keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus requires that we follow Jesus’s admonition in Matthew 7:13-14, to choose to live a life that has a narrow gate and difficult path. But we take that path because of Jesus’s promise that the difficult path through the narrow gate leads to life.
This is the same promise Moses made to Israel when he restated to Israel the commandments of God in Deuteronomy. He told them the same thing Jesus stated in His Sermon on the Mount, that there is a fundamental choice between walking in the commandments of God—which is the way of love, life, and prosperity—or walking in the ways of the world with its pagan ethic of the strong exploiting the weak, ways that lead to death and destruction:

“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15).

Even as Satan went off to make war with the rest of her children because they follow God’s commands and hold to the testimony of Jesus, he cannot thwart God’s end game: the eventual defeat of evil, culminating in Jesus’ return to establish the Messianic Era on earth.

 This phrase is pregnant with anti-Semitism. Although the woman now hides, representing the hidden Jewish remnant, the dragon turns to pursue the rest of her offspring. This should not be taken as spiritual offspring for 
the context of this chapter and the identification of the woman argue that her offspring are physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This is the distinction which Paul maintains when he describes the time of Israel’s spiritual restoration in preparation for the Millennial Kingdom (Romans 11:25-26 confer Ezekiel 37). It is inconsistent interpretation to make her offspring in the first portion of the chapter denote physical descendants (Jews) only and then take her offspring as spiritual descendants here.
In reference to the woman’s representation of Israel, some take her to be the faithful remnant within national Israel, the “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16).  In this view, she would represent the “spiritually regenerate among the physical descendants” of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This view encounters some difficulties:
Promised Redeemer - The promise of a redeemer, so central to her identification in this chapter, was given to the physical seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It did not depend upon a continuous line of God-believing Jews for its fulfillment, it was a physical development. Paul says that “the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises” were given to “my countrymen according to the flesh” [emphasis added] (Romans 9:3-4). One of these promises was that national Israel would produce the Messiah, regardless of the spiritual condition of the Jews (Romans 9:5).
Purpose of Persecution - It would seem that one purpose of the time of Jacob’s Trouble is found in the purging of unbelief from national Israel. If the woman represents only the faithful remnant, who among her is purged (Ezekiel 20:33-38; Hosea 2:14-17)?
Anti-Semitism - Once we make the woman to be the faithful remnant within national Israel, it becomes difficult to explain the nature of anti-Semitism by what is revealed here. If the woman represents only faithful Jews and she is persecuted, then shouldn’t faithful Jews be the main focus of anti-Semitism? Wouldn’t Christian Jews be purged by the dragon while Orthodox Jews remain relatively unscathed? Yet History reveals an even-handed persecution of the Jews, even where faith in Messiah Jesus is lacking. In some instances, such as the Crusades and the Inquisition, lack of faith in Messiah Jesus even brought greater persecution. This chapter explains the history of anti-Semitism—the persecution of Jews based on physical descent—better if the woman is national Israel. Even unbelieving Jews represent a dangerous potential for the dragon, for they carry forward God’s promises to continue the physical nation and offer continued hope of the spiritual regeneration which Scripture promises (Jeremiah 31:34; Romans 11:25-26).
This is not to say that taking the woman as national Israel is without its difficulties. For when she flees to the wilderness, not all Jews are in her midst. Here we encounter a problem similar to that of the parables: they are meant to be illustrative, but if taken to a minute level of detail, they break down. Here, the woman represents the original promise to Eve of a redeemer, realized and carried forward through the nation of Israel up to the birth of Jesus by Mary. Beyond the birth and catching away, she represents national Israel in general up until the time of her flight. During the time of the end, a subset of the Jews in Judea flee to the wilderness, whereas others do not (the 144,000 of Revelation 7:4 and Jews of the diaspora). At the point of her flight, she no longer represents all of national Israel for there will be numerous groups of Jews at the time of the end:
Jews protected in the wilderness, where God continues the work of purging idolatry from their midst (Hosea 2:14-17; Ezekiel 20:33-38).
The 144,000 Jews protected by God’s seal, probably engaged in the work of worldwide evangelism (Revelation 7, 14).
Jews in the diaspora who come to faith during this time who are unable to reach the wilderness with the woman.
Jews in the diaspora who receive the Antichrist and his mark (John 5:43).
The rest of her offspring speaks of all Jews who did not flee to the wilderness—both believing and unbelieving. The phrase is further restricted to the offspring who keep the commandments of God. This indicates that during the final half week unbelieving Jews are not the primary object of the dragon’s warfare—for they, like 
unbelieving Gentiles, will take his mark and give him due worship (Revelation 13:15-18 cf. John 5:43). It is believing Jews elsewhere around the world that are now his target. This will include the 144,000 of Israel who were sealed for protection (Revelation 7:4-8). They are described as “ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes,” which indicates they keep the commandments of God (Revelation 14:4). Besides the specially sealed 144,000, there will be many other Jews who come to faith by their ministry and that of the two witnesses during the time of Jacob’s Trouble. “These are scattered followers of the Lamb who did not reach the appointed place in the wilderness prepared for the main body of people symbolized by the woman.”80 These are those Jesus referred to as “My brethren,” (Matthew 25:40) which were provided for by the “sheep” (righteous Gentiles) who are afforded entry into the Millennial Kingdom to follow. These Jews will be involved in evangelism, because they have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
We are not saying that Gentile believers will not undergo persecution. Far from it! The many passages concerning the activities of the Beast and his image, the False Prophet, and the Harlot make it painfully clear that all believers—be they Jewish or Gentile will undergo extreme danger and persecution during this time (Revelation 6:9; 7:14; 20:4). 
The wrath of the dragon has been building as he is frustrated at each of his attempts:
The dragon had to redirect his anger from the Son to the woman in Revelation 12:5 when the Son escaped his clutches. That increased his rage. He lost his place in heaven in Revelation 12:8, 9, 12, angering him even more. At this point the woman has escaped to a place of refuge leaving him only the woman’s remaining seed 

to vent his fury on. The repeated frustration of his efforts explains the furious persecution the dragon proceeds to inflict on the faithful.
But it will be doubly difficult for the Jewish believers because God has revealed the uniquely Jewish terror of this time:
Daniel 12.1 At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book. 
Jeremiah 30.7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 
In the Holocaust under Hitler, one-third of the world’s Jewish population died. Under the fierce persecution of the Antichrist, controlled and energized by Satan, two-thirds of the Jewish population will die [Zechariah 13:7-9]. This will be the largest and most intense persecution of the Jews ever known in history.
Zechariah 13:8-9 indicates that only one-third of Israel will survive the tribulation and enter the millennium. This will result in an “all saved” Israel as prophesied by Romans 11:26. At the beginning of the last decade of the twentieth century there are approximately fifteen million Jews worldwide, so, if this is a guide, it suggests that about five million Jews will enter the millennium and ten million Jews will perish in the Great Tribulation.
However, the dragon will not succeed in his “ultimate solution.” As in the days of the Assyrian, God will protect a believing remnant:
Isaiah 10:20-23 [emphasis added] And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of Israel, and such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, will never again depend on him who defeated them, but will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God. For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea, A remnant of them will return; the destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness. For the Lord GOD of hosts will make a determined end in the midst of all the land. 
The dragon fights a battle he can never win, for God has sworn that Israel will continue before Him (Jeremiah 31:35-37). Her continued existence is also required in order to fulfill aspects of the Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, and New Covenants which have yet to find fulfillment. By the end of Jacob’s time of trouble, 
the terms Israel and Israel of God (Gal. 6:16) will be synonymous for “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26). At that time, the only Israel will be a believing Israel:
Jeremiah 31.34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more. 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#50500
See also https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+12:5
] 


Application Questions:

1. How does the word of my testimony and the blood of the Lamb protect me in the wilderness from the face of the serpent? 
2. Can I see Christ lifted up in the face of persecution from the serpent?
3. With war waged against me, can I stand in and keep the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit? How?

What are the lessons we can learn from this? Tom Pennington from Countryside Bible Church gives you several:

· First of all, don't forget that God and Satan are still engaged in a cosmic war. We don't live in peacetime. We look in Europe and we see a war raging across the eastern part of Europe and we sort of thank God that we're not in the midst of war. And, of course, that's right. At the same time, Christian, don't forget you are in a war. Satan's long war against God still continues.

· Number two: Satan's strategy is always to focus his attacks on God's people. So, don't be surprised. 
· Don't be surprised when Satan uses government or various groups with views opposed to God to attack us. 
· And don't be surprised when he uses his world system to spread propaganda, or to mislead, or to divide. That's what leaders do in war time. That's what we're seeing [now]. Let's sow as much misinformation as we can and let's deceive and mislead. So, don't be surprised.

· Number three - and this is where it gets personal: you are a soldier in God's war with Satan. Read Ephesians 6. We wrestle not against flesh and blood but rather against the forces of Satan. That's where the battle is. Like it or not, you are not at peace. You are a soldier in a war.

· Number four: the current battleground in the war between God and Satan in our lives, the [one] that we have to fight most frequently is our minds. That's where the war is being waged. Satan is in a war to get your mind. Ephesians 6 talks again and again about that reality.

· Number five: our only weapons in this war are the truths of God's Word and prayer. Those are the only weapons you have, [as seen in] Ephesians 6. All we have is the truth of God and then prayer as that passage ends in Ephesians 6.

· And one final note. And I love this one most of all. The outcome of this war is not in question. The outcome is decided. You know, any war in human history can teeter to your back and forth, where either side could win. When it comes to war, nothing's ever sure except in God's war with Satan. The end is decided. We're going to see it in Revelation 14, where Christ defeats him. We're going to see it in Revelation 19 when Christ returns and destroys all his enemies. We're going to see it in Revelation 20 when He lets Satan out for a time to show who are the ones who aren't really submitting to Christ and then He banishes him to the Lake of Fire forever. I love the way John MacArthur puts it in his commentary: "The Lord Jesus Christ will effortlessly crush Satan and his forces and send him to the abyss for the duration of the millennial kingdom. After leading a final rebellion at the close of the millennium, Satan will be consigned to eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire."

You have in your hand a prophecy of exactly how the war ends and that's exactly how it will. So, live in hope. Live in joy. Yes, we're in a battle. Yes, the war is raging. But the end of this war is absolutely sure. Christ wins. So, live as a member of the winning army.[endnoteRef:33] [33:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 


Summary:  The dragon is ready to devour the work of God, but Jesus stands with God at His throne, and a place is prepared for us as war is fought in heavens (Michael and his angels against the dragon), until the great dragon and his angels are cast out of heaven into the earth: NOW is COME SALVATION and STRENGTH and the KINGDOM OF OUR GOD and the POWER OF HIS CHRIST, whom we overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony, loving not our lives unto the death... heavens rejoice and those that dwell in them, but WOE to those that inhabit EARTH and SEA for the devil is come down having great wrath knowing he has but a short time, and will persecute the nations, but God will provide a place in the wilderness as the wroth dragon makes war with the remnant of Israel’s seed which keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Aim:  This passage would cause me to trust in God for deliverance knowing He has me through His blood and the word of my testimony, loving not my life unto the death as SALVATION and STRENGTH and the KINGDOM OF OUR GOD and the POWER OF HIS CHRIST is COME.
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