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Handout with Revelation Bible Study Lesson 12

Dear friend,
There is a form of “Christianity” spreading across the modern world that borrows His name but denies His authority.
It speaks of love—but rejects His commands.
It celebrates inclusion—but refuses repentance.
It offers comfort—but never the cross.
It uses the language of Christ while rejecting the lordship of Christ.
This is not Christianity.
It is imitation.
It is counterfeit.
It is rebellion wearing sacred clothing.
Jesus Christ did not come to found a cultural identity. He came to establish His absolute authority over every human heart.

He asked a question that still confronts us today:
“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”
— Luke 6:46 (NKJV)
This is the dividing line.
Not what you say.
Not what you claim.
Not what you post or profess publicly.
But whether He truly rules you.
A church can sing about Jesus and not belong to Him.
A preacher can speak about Jesus and not know Him.
A person can claim Jesus and still reject His authority.
Because the true dividing line is not profession.
It is possession.
Does Christ possess your life?
Has He broken your pride, crucified your old self, and raised you into something new? Or have you reshaped Him into something more comfortable—something that affirms you instead of transforming you?
Scripture does not soften this reality:
“For many walk… that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction… who set their mind on earthly things.”
— Philippians 3:18–19 (NKJV)
Notice carefully: not enemies of religion.

Enemies of the cross.
Because the cross confronts human pride. It declares that we cannot save ourselves. It declares that sin is real, judgment is certain, and only the blood of Christ can redeem.
“Without shedding of blood there is no remission.”
— Hebrews 9:22 (NKJV)
The modern counterfeit wants the benefits of Christ without submission to Christ.
It wants salvation without surrender.
It wants heaven without holiness.
It wants the crown—but refuses the cross.
But Jesus gave no such option.
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
— Luke 9:23 (NKJV)
Deny himself.
Not affirm himself.
Not express himself.
Deny himself.
This is the message modern Christianity increasingly refuses to preach.

Paul warned that this distortion would come:
“I marvel that you are turning away so soon… to a different gospel.”
— Galatians 1:6 (NKJV)
A gospel that affirms the flesh is not the gospel of Christ.
The true gospel crucifies the old man:
“Our old man was crucified with Him… that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”
— Romans 6:6 (NKJV)
Christianity without death to self is fiction.
Christianity without repentance is deception.
Christianity without obedience is rebellion disguised as faith.
The early Church did not transform the world by adapting to it. They transformed it because Christ lived within them.
They did not dilute the message.
They did not soften the truth.
They did not seek acceptance.
They proclaimed Christ as Lord.
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
— Acts 4:12 (NKJV)
Not one among many.

The only One.
This exclusivity offends the modern world—but it remains eternally true.
Because Jesus Christ does not change.
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
— Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV)
A Christless church may be popular—but it has no power.
A Christless message may be tolerated—but it cannot save.
A Christless Christianity is not Christianity at all.
Because salvation is not found in a system.
It is found in a Person.
And now, in these final moments of the Church Age, before the catching away of His Church, the separation is becoming visible.
“Let no one deceive you… for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first.”
— 2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NKJV)
The counterfeit is rising.
But the true Church remains anchored.
Because those who truly belong to Christ cannot belong to the world.
“No one can serve two masters.”
— Matthew 6:24 (NKJV)
“If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
— 1 John 2:15 (NKJV)

This is the line.
Not drawn by denominations.
Not drawn by culture.
Drawn by Christ Himself.
Christianity without Christ is not incomplete.
It is apostasy.
And the world will not see Christ in our churches until they see Christ in our lives—crucified to the world and alive in Him.
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”
— Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)
The darkness is deepening.
But the light remains.
“And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
— John 1:5 (NKJV)
Stand in that light.
No compromise.
No imitation.
Only Christ.
In His service and for His glory,

Robert Rousseau
Candlefish Ministries • John 1:5
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