
Revelation 13 – The Rise of the Beast

THE BEAST FROM THE SEA
The Person of the Beast[endnoteRef:1] (the false Christ; the Antichrist) [1:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20221113p-128483
] 

Revelation 13.1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.
Revelation 13.2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the Dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.
Revelation 13.3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.
Revelation 13.4 And they worshipped the Dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
The Career of the Beast[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20221113p-128483
] 

Revelation 13.5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.
Revelation 13.6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
Revelation 13.7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
Revelation 13.8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Revelation 13.9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
Revelation 13.10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
------------------------
THE BEAST FROM THE EARTH (the false prophet, the religious leader who points all humanity to the Antichrist
Revelation 13.11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a Dragon.
Revelation 13.12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.
Revelation 13.13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,
Revelation 13.14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.
Revelation 13.15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.
Revelation 13.16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:
Revelation 13.17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
Revelation 13.18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

 In chapter 13, we're introduced to Satan's generals during that future Tribulation campaign, when he's at war with God during the seven-year Tribulation. We meet, first of all, in the first ten verses of chapter 13, the beast from the sea, who is the false Christ, the Antichrist. And then in the second half of chapter 13, we meet the beast from the earth who is the false prophet, the religious leader who will point all of humanity to the Antichrist. And then in Chapter 14, we see Satan's defeat at the hand of Jesus Christ. So, that's a road map of where we're going.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20220918p-128611
] 


Before we begin to study the rise of the beast, it is clarifying to put it together with the prophecies given in the book of Daniel pertinent thereto. See Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Prophecies of Daniel handout given with this lesson.

To study the book of Revelation is expansive and beyond the time we have. I have structured our Lessons and Supplements too serve as a resource, an overview, and a reference to outside sources to continue your study of the book of Revelation should you choose.

See last page of this Lesson (after the endnotes) for links to more complete studies on Daniel’s prophecies than we can possibly review inside of a class on the Book of Revelation!

Also, there are a few other handouts which I will have online if you are interested in further study. 
3_‘DANIEL UNSEALED’ WRAP-UP 6 Crucial Lessons
4_Daniel Chapter 2 Misinterpreted
8_War Over Jerusalem Zechariah 12-14
To get them, go to  www.karenbudzinski.com and click on the Blog, Media and Interviews tab. I put the handouts under the Video of each Lesson. They are available to see there, or to download.
https://karenbudzinski.com/blogs/

I. The beast rises from fallen humanity, being given vast power and authority, influence, and with intimidation and ferocity, coupled with the appearance of a miracle mirroring resurrection and inspiring worldwide amazement, empowered and possibly indwelt by Satan sharing the same aspirations [He says in his heart. I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High (Isaiah 14.13-14)], he “... opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped [2 Thessalonians 2.4],” * attempting and almost achieving one of his most treasured goals: universal worship.
* Yet, ultimately he is only a man: 


Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying, ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities?’ (Isaiah 14:15-17)

Isaiah 14:14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.
Matthew 4:9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.
Luke 4:7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
___________________________

Revelation 13.1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea,* and saw a beast** rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns,[endnoteRef:4] and upon his horns ten crowns[endnoteRef:5], and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. [4:  Like the Dragon (Revelation 12:3), the beast has ten horns. The ten horns are identified for us: “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they will receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.” (Revelation 17:12-13). These are the ten horns which Daniel saw upon the fourth terrible beast in his night vision (Daniel 7:7, 20) which are also said to be ten kings (Daniel 7:24). The Beast ridden by the Harlot also has ten horns (Revelation 17:3). “And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose” (Revelation 17:16-17:17a) Initially, the beast supports the Harlot and she rides upon, or controls, him. Eventually the ten kings who are allied with the Beast will turn on the Harlot, throw her off and destroy her. See #22 - Ten Horns/Kings: 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/heads.html#4.3.2.22

Both Daniel and John are given important information concerning the identity of various symbols employed in the book of Revelation. In his night vision, Daniel sees four beasts, one of which has ten horns (Daniel 7:1-28). In John’s vision, he sees two beasts, one of which has seven heads and ten horns (Revelation 13:1; 17:3, 7) and another which has a single head with two horns (Revelation 13:11). Although the fact that both Daniel and John saw beasts and horns does not necessarily mandate that their visions are related, there are a number of other characteristics concerning their visions which indicate that God was showing each of them different aspects of the same kings and kingdoms related to Gentile dominion throughout history and the final form of Gentile power at the return of Messiah (Daniel 7:13-14, 26-27; Revelation 19:11-20).
Perhaps the single most difficult aspect for interpreters of passages involving the beasts, heads, and horns is accounting for their differences while at the same time appreciating their similarities. In various passages, all three symbols—beasts, heads, and horns—are said to be “kings” (Daniel 7:14, 24; Revelation 17:10). In addition, sometimes kings represent sequential rulers and their representative kingdoms and other times contemporaneous kings within a single kingdom (Daniel 7:6; 8:8; Revelation 17:10). And if that were not enough, the distinction between an individual king and the kingdom which he represents is not always readily discerned.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Daniel’s Vision
In order to understand the significance of the symbols which John saw in the book of Revelation, we need to first become familiar with some of the things which Daniel was shown pertaining to Gentile dominion and the time of the end. Although the book of Daniel contains a tremendous amount of material which bears upon the book of Revelation and the activities of the Antichrist, we will limit our examination to two main passages which deal with the sequence of kingdoms leading to the second return of Christ. The first of these is Nebuchadnezzar’s dream consisting of an image made up of differing metals which Daniel interprets (Daniel 2:31-45). The second is Daniel’s night vision of four vicious beasts which arise from the sea (Daniel 7:1-28).
When these two passages are compared, it becomes evident that they represent two different perspectives on the same subject: four major world kingdoms which constitute the times of the Gentiles during which Israel will be precluded from full control of her land and her promised blessing in the Messianic Kingdom. Each of the passages begins with a description of the Babylonian kingdom of which Daniel was currently a captive (having been deported from Jerusalem, Daniel 1:1-6) and closes with the final Gentile kingdom being destroyed by God’s kingdom on earth.
Several aspects are seen from a comparison of the related passages:
Perspective - Nebuchadnezzar’s dream describes the series of kingdoms from man’s perspective. They appear as a beautiful image comprised of various metals, some precious. Daniel’s night vision (chapter 7) describes the same kingdoms from God’s perspective. They appear as a series of vicious beasts.
Downward Trend - In both passages, the sequence shows a downward trend. In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the head of the image is gold, the chest and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of bronze, the legs of iron, and the feet of iron and partly clay. The value of each metal reduces as the kingdoms advance. At the same time, the strength of each metal grows stronger with each kingdom until the last kingdom which contains two extremes: the strength of iron and the weakness of clay. In Daniel’s night vision, the last beast is uniquely terrible compared with the preceding beasts and much additional information is given concerning this last beast.2
Broken by God - Both the image and the last beast are destroyed directly by God. This tells us that the kingdoms represented by the series of precious metals and the ferocious beasts spans from Daniel’s time until God’s kingdom comes on earth. 
Most conservative interpreters, who believe the book of Daniel to be inspired (Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14), interpret the four metals and four beasts as representing the kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Others lean towards the fourth kingdom/beast being the Islamic Caliphate for reasons which we will look at when we study the book of Daniel and the statue in Chapter 2 and the Beasts in Chapter 7. 


]  [5:  Unlike the Dragon which wears crowns on its heads (Revelation 12:3), the beast’s crowns are on its horns. The Dragon’s crowns are associated with historical kingdoms of which this beast is one. The beast has crowns on each of his ten horns, indicating the rule of the ten contemporaneous kings associated with the last head or kingdom. These ten horns are the same as those of the last (terrible beast) of Daniel’s four beasts (Daniel 7:7). https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/heads.html#4.3.2.22
Also see: 
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/crowns.html#4.6 
] 


* The “sand of the sea” undoubtedly portrays the many people who make up the nations, the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
Revelation 20.8 (NET) ...and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea.
Standing on “the sand of the sea,” suggests Satan’s position as the usurper of the earth and its many peoples and of his power over them. Remember that Isaiah likens the nations to a roaring and restless sea that cannot be quiet and whose waters (their humanistic way of life and political agitation) can only churn up refuse and mud, a fitting picture of the products of a world without peace with God. They have no peace because they have rejected the true Prince of Peace and will turn to their own solutions to life and to the antichrist as their means to world peace, but in reality, this will be not much more than a self-centered pursuit for comfort and personal affluence.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  https://bible.org/seriespage/19-beast-and-false-prophet-rev-131-18
] 

Isaiah 17:12   Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! 13 The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.
Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.
Revelation 17:1   And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
Revelation 17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.

**The prophet Daniel has a lot to say about this person. In Daniel 7:8 and 7:21, this person is pictured as the little horn who speaks arrogant words and wages war against the saints. In Daniel 8:23-25, he's the king who will arise. In Daniel 9:26-27, he's the wicked prince who will arise from the remnants and establish an empire of his own. In Daniel 11:36-45, he is the willful king who exalts himself against God, who puts all of his confidence in his military power, and who rejects all gods except himself.
Jesus described this person as well. In fact, Jesus noted the beast’s most notorious act, called the “abomination of desolation,” in... Matthew 24:15-16. Paul describes the career of this man in his second letter to the Thessalonians in 2:3-10. And here, John adds his own thorough description of this beast.
This is the most famous, sinful, evil person in history. It is the antichrist, the powerful political ruler during the coming great tribulation. In 1 John 2:22-23, he is called the antichrist. By the way, it's only in John's letters that he's called that, the antichrist.  In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, Paul calls him "the man of lawlessness" or the man of sin, the man who is characterized by lawlessness and by sin. Revelation 13 and 17, he's called "the beast," and we'll examine the significance of that.
From here, in chapter 13 through chapter 20, this person plays a crucial role, and so it's important that we get to know who he is.[endnoteRef:7]  See Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Beast for a deeper study as to who the Beast is. [7:  In verses 1 to 4, we will learn about his person. And then, in verses 5 through 10, we will learn about his career.  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20221113p-128483
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/beast.html#4.2
Taken from and for more information see:
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/nero.html#100414
] 

Antichrist vs. False Prophet: The Crucial Distinction[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Robert Rousseau, Candlefish Ministries | John 1:5
] 

Scripture clearly distinguishes two end-times figures...:
· The Antichrist (the beast from the sea): a political and military ruler empowered by Satan (Revelation 13:1–10; 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4).
· The False Prophet (the beast from the earth): a religious leader who performs miracles and leads the world to worship the first beast (Revelation 13:11–17).
The Antichrist conquers by force.
The False Prophet conquers by persuasion—through signs, wonders, and spiritual credibility.
Deception does not begin with tyranny.
It begins with false religion.
This is where much modern “prophecy teaching” becomes unbalanced. We scan headlines for political strongmen, while Scripture repeatedly warns that the path will be paved by religious deception—miracles without truth, unity without repentance, peace without the Prince of Peace.
Have We Been Looking in the Wrong Direction?
In many ways, yes.
Popular prophecy culture has trained believers to:
· speculate endlessly about world leaders
· tie every global crisis to the Antichrist’s rise
· debate identities and dates
Meanwhile, the New Testament devotes far more attention to warnings about:
· false gospels (Galatians 1:6–9)
· counterfeit spirits (1 John 4:1)
· a form of godliness that denies its power (2 Timothy 3:5)
It is entirely possible that many will reject an obvious tyrant—yet embrace the religious system that exalts him.
By the time the man of sin sits in the temple proclaiming himself God (2 Thessalonians 2:4), the spiritual groundwork will already have been laid.
What the Church Is Actually Called to Do
Nowhere are believers commanded to identify the Antichrist.
Instead, we are told to:
· abide in Christ (John 15:4–5)
· test the spirits (1 John 4:1)
· hold fast to sound doctrine (2 Timothy 1:13)
· love and obey the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10)
· watch and pray for our Lord’s return (Luke 21:36)
We are not watching for their coming.
We are watching for His.
The Real End-Times Danger—Then and Now
The greatest threat is not that believers will fail to spot the final Antichrist.
The greater threat is that many will embrace a “substitute Christ”—one who offers spirituality without the cross, love without holiness, and global unity without submission to the true King.
Satan does not need us to miss the tyrant.
He only needs us to loosen our grip on who Jesus really is.
Until He Comes 
The answer is not fear.
The answer is not endless speculation.
The answer is fidelity—abiding in Christ, loving the truth, testing every spirit, and keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.
If you have never trusted Him as Savior, today is the day. The gospel has not changed: Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). Believe on Him, and you will be saved—forgiven, sealed, and ready for that trumpet sound.
For every believer, let us purify ourselves as He is pure (1 John 3:3), shine as lights in a crooked generation (Philippians 2:15), and comfort one another with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:18).
We are not waiting for Antichrist.
We are waiting for Christ.
Maranatha.
Come quickly, Lord Jesus.

Application Questions:
1.	If I am to pay attention to false gospels, how am I lining up the things I hear about Scriptures or about God with the never changing Word of God and the full counsel of the Lord?
2.	If I am to pay attention to counterfeit spirits, when is the last time I had to realize that Satan was twisting things to get me away from the Word and Spirit of God and what did I do about that?
3.	If I am to pay attention to a form of godliness that denies its power, how do I avoid that in my life by having true godliness with the power of God that goes with it? 
4.	What steps do I take to purify myself as He is pure?
5.	What steps do I take to shine as a light in a crooked and perverse generation?
6.	What steps do I take to comfort one another with [His Word]?
7.	How am I keeping watch for the Lord to return?

II.   The beast like a leopard, with feet as of  bear, and mouth as of a lion, was given power, his seat and great authority  by the Dragon; one of his heads were wounded to death but his deadly wound was healed and all the world wondered after him and worshipped the Dragon which gave him power, and worshipped the beast himself, saying Who is like the beast? and Who is able to make war with him?

Revelation 13.2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the Dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  This material is also covered in the Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Beast handout. 
Even passages that have traditionally been looked to as proof texts for a Roman Antichrist, upon reexamination, actually point to a Middle Eastern Antichrist. Thus it is no surprise that when we come to Revelation 13, the symbolic picture of Satan’s kingdom, it is revealed to possess a body that is part leopard, part lion and part bear: And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. —Revelation 13:2
As we have already seen, in Daniel 7, the Lion, Leopard and Bear represent the three empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece. 

                  

The fourth beast of Daniel’s vision is the same beast we are considering here. This beast is a combination of the Lion (Babylon), Bear (Medo-Persia), and Leopard (Greece). Following the Greek Empire, the only empires to have emerged in that part of the world are the Parthian Empire, the Roman Empire and the Islamic Caliphate. No other cohesive empires have arisen in this region that we might consider as candidates to fill the role of the dreadful fourth beast empire.



The Roman Empire, with its uniquely Western/European orientation simply doesn’t come close to lining up with the geography of a Babylonian-Persian-Greek empire. As we have seen, for the overwhelming majority of its existence, the Roman Empire’s borders remained roughly 500 miles west of Babylon. The Islamic Empire however, as we saw “crushed” all of these regions in an unqualified and absolute manner. The Islamic Caliphate has come to dominate all of the land holdings of all three of these previous empires and far more. So once again, when considering a combination Greek, Babylonian and Medo-Persian Empire, the Roman Empire doesn’t come close to fulfilling this description, but the Islamic Caliphate fulfills it perfectly.
The Parthians, as we previously discussed, should be viewed as a living extension the Persian Empire. Beyond this, the Parthians were not uniquely possessed by the telltale anti-Semitic or anti-Christian spirit of the six
previous beast empires. It never attempted to destroy the Jewish people as each previous satanic empire has done. Nor did it ever directly control Jerusalem or the land of Israel. If one were to combine the “bodies” of Greece, Babylon and Medo-Persia, what empire would we have? Would it look like the Roman Empire or the Islamic Empire? The answer is obvious to anyone with an understanding of the geography of the region. p. 178-179, 
See https://joelstrumpet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/MIdeast-Beast-Master-File-Joel-Richardson.pdf
his throne and great authority
The Beast obtains his throne and authority from the Dragon. During the temptation, the Dragon showed Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time” and explained, “All this authority I will give You . . . for this has been delivered to me and I give it to whomever I wish” (Luke 4:6). Evidently, the Beast accepts an offer similar to that which Jesus refused. Will not Antichrist’s kingdom be the very one which Satan offered in vain to Christ? namely, ‘all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them’ (Matthew 4:8).  Although Scripture does not say, we can infer that the Beast, probably in some private fashion, ultimately gives his worship to the Dragon. The only alternative would be that Satan so completely indwells the Beast that the result is their near unity.
] 

Revelation 13.3 And I saw one of his heads[endnoteRef:10] as it were wounded to death;[endnoteRef:11] and his deadly wound was healed:[endnoteRef:12] and all the world wondered after the beast. [10:  The head which is wounded is the seventh head:...
Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. They are seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. 
“And the beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition.” (Revelation 17:10-11)
The person of the Beast is the king of the seventh empire (the restored Roman/Islamic Caliphate empire equated with Daniel’s fourth beast). When he is personally killed, as head of the seventh empire, the empire also meets its demise. 
Some have taken the wounding of his head and his subsequent revival as describing the original Rome which disintegrated later to be revived. This view does not fit the scenario because this individual did not rule at the time of John (the initial phase of Rome). Taking the wound and revival as pertaining to the disintegration of Rome after John’s day and its subsequent revival at the time of the end—separated by at least 1900 years—would hardly cause the wonderment of the world which is described here which is fundamental to the ultimate worship of this individual (Revelation 13:4). It would seem that the same populace which sees the demise of his head must also witness his revival.
It is best to identify the restoration to life with an end-time satanically controlled king who will come to the world as a false Christ. This allows for the interchangeability of the head with the whole beast—i.e., the king with his kingdom—as Revelation 13:12 and 13:14 required. It coincides with further details to come in Revelation 17:8. It agrees with the final climactic appearance of the beast in history as a person, in concert with the vision’s focus on the future. This means a future sequence that will be a close counterfeiting of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
So, look at verse 3 again: "I saw one of his heads." Now that can be confusing, but look down at verse 14, because in verse 14 we learn it is antichrist himself that we're talking about, as if it had been slain. Literally, the Greek text says, "As though slaughtered or butchered to death." You remember the word in 1 John, that "butchered" his brother. That's the Greek word sphazo #4969 that's used here, as though "slaughtered" or "butchered." The wording here could mean that his violent death will actually be real, that he will truly die, and God will allow a resurrection. 
But this could also be, as Satan is so prone to do, a lie. It could be a satanic sleight of hand. But regardless, it will be an intentional counterfeit of Jesus Christ's death and resurrection. It's satanic deception. Go back to 2 Thessalonians 2:9: "That is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs," so he has power, he's able to perform signs, but notice this, "and false wonders."
So, it's very possible that we're not looking at a real death and resurrection at all. We're looking at a false wonder. Regardless, don't miss the counterfeit. Go back to Revelation again and look at verse 3. The wording of verse 3 is identical. What's described here about what happens to the antichrist is identical to that of the real Messiah in 5:12, where we read, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." Same word, that was "slaughtered," that was "butchered." So, Satan is intentionally copying, he's intentionally counterfeiting, the real Messiah in order to lead the world astray, to embrace this impostor.
Satan will empower antichrist and the false prophet to make it appear to the world that antichrist has died. But look at verse 3: "And his fatal wound was healed." Go down to verse 14 and look how it's described there: "The beast had the wound of the sword," some kind of deadly weapon, "and has come to life." Some have suggested that it's not death itself that happens here. In other words, it's not like someone assassinates this person or defeats him in battle, butchers him, slaughters him. But rather, antichrist will claim to be the reincarnation of Jesus of Nazareth. That doesn't seem to be to me what's implied here. But, regardless of how it unfolds, the point is this: The entire planet will become convinced under Satanic deception that this charismatic world ruler has died and been raised from the dead.
Notice his followers' response, verse 3. First of all, they follow antichrist. Verse 3 says, "And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast." They are amazed. It means "to be extraordinarily impressed, to wonder, to marvel, to be astonished." And then you'll notice the words "and followed" are added by our translators. Literally, it says, "The whole earth was amazed, and then after the beast." That is a very interesting expression because this preposition that's translated "after" here is used most commonly in Jesus' sermons when He says this: "If anyone would come after Me," meaning "if anyone wants to follow me as my disciple." And that's the idea here.
People will become so captivated, so enamored with this false messiah who appears to have died and been raised from the dead, that they will follow him as his disciples, as if he were the Messiah. That's the point of antichrist. He's presenting himself as the Messiah. And many will believe and follow. But it goes way beyond that.
They also worship Satan. Notice verse 4: "They worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast." Unbelievers under satanic deception will end up worshipping the dragon or Satan himself. Now, it's unclear here if they will do that knowingly or if they'll worship the devil unwittingly by worshipping his minion, antichrist. I think it's likely that some will intentionally worship Satan. They'll understand the connection and will purposely, intentionally worship Satan. But I think most will probably be deceived, just like those who worship idols today. One Corinthians 10:20: "The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God." They're deceived by demons into thinking they're gods, and they worship demons when they think they're worshipping gods.
So, deceived unbelievers will believe they are worshipping a divinely empowered world leader messiah. But in reality, they'll be worshipping Satan and they will worship antichrist. Verse 4 says, "And they worshiped the beast." Now this is at his prompting. Remember 2 Thessalonians 2:4? He "opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God." So, he initiates this worship in Revelation 13, and we'll look at it in just a moment.
Later in this chapter we discover that they will focus their worship on an image of him that will be erected in the temple. This is what Daniel, in Daniel 9:27, and what our Lord, in Matthew 24:15, called "the abomination of desolation," when antichrist erects an image of himself in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and sets himself up as the object of divine worship. How can that happen? Well, remember again, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, "The one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders."
But how exactly does it happen? Go down to Revelation 13.12. This is the false prophet. This is the partner of the antichrist: "He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast," antichrist, "whose fatal wound was healed. He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men," apparently makes lightning fall where he desires.
And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life. And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.
This is how it happens. It happens because some gullibly believe the deception and lies of Satan and antichrist. It happens because they are compelled by antichrist himself. And it happens by force and coercion and trickery by the false prophet.
Now go back to verse 4 and notice the expression of the worship of the world of antichrist. Notice their praise of the beast in verse 4, saying, "Who is like the beast?" Tragically, they use the same language for this satanically-empowered human that Scripture uses for God, "Who is like God?" They say, "Who is like the beast? Who is like the antichrist?" Paul says, "They treat him as if he were God." Their questions are rhetorical and both questions call for the answer: No one. In their deceived minds, no one has the power or right to challenge the antichrist. He is unrivaled. He is supreme. He's the world's greatest political authority and he holds the world's greatest military power. And he is the only object worthy of worship in the universe. Who is like him? Who are these people? Who are these people caught up in this worldwide satanic deception? Go back again to 2 Thessalonians 2:10: "And with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish." Why? "Because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved." Who will be deceived by all of this? It'll be those who have been exposed to the gospel we've talked about. The gospel is going to be everywhere during the tribulation. We'll see it again as the rest of this letter unfolds. They will have ignored the message of the gospel and because of that they will cling to the lie. There you have the person of the antichrist.
]  [11:  The identical Greek word sphazo (butchered, slaughtered, maimed)  is used to describes the “Lamb as though it had been slain (sphazo)” (Revelation 5:6) and “...one of his heads as it were wounded to death” (Revelation 13.3), with the word death (thanatos, which in the Greek is properly an adjective used as a noun) being added to emphatically emphasize the head being slain. As if denotes in the same manner, as though it had been, as it was... the appearance after having been slain and brought back to life. There is no reason to take this as merely a “wound” here when it describes the “slain” Lamb there with it being the same word plus the emphasis of the Greek Thanatos, which is actually a strengthened form of “be dead; die”). “Many take the phrase,” as though he had been smitten unto death,” to mean that the Antichrist “appeared” to be dead but “was not really.” However, the same word  is used of Messiah in Revelation 5:6, and there was no question that Messiah died.”—(Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of Messiah, 247.)
There are some who struggle with the idea that the beast could truly die because this would require a literal resurrection from the dead. Isn’t this something that only God is capable of? Our very reluctance to consider this possibility provides evidence of the tremendous influence such an event would have upon those who witness such a miracle! It would surely account for all the world wondering after the Beast. 
If the False Prophet is able to give breath (pneuma!!!)  to the inanimate image of the beast (Revelation 13:15), it is not beyond the scope of God’s power to also allow Satan to exercise the necessary power to raise the image from the dead. Scripture records that saints have raised the dead (1Kings 17:21; 2Kings . 4:34; Acts 9:40; 20:10). If God empowered the saints to do so for His purposes, He could certainly do the same in allowing Satan to deceive those who had pleasure in unrighteousness at the end (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12). The terms used for the death and revival of the Beast seem to point unavoidably to a bona fide miracle, although that which it attests to (the deity of the Beast) is false (2 Thessalonians 2:9).
[The] view [that the Beast is literally resurrected from the dead] has many more advocates down through history than some might realize. . . . It is interesting to realize that even Augustine believed like [Tim] LaHaye on this matter (The City of God, Book XX, Chapter 19). Another ancient one who held views similar . . . is Lactantius (early 300s) (Divine Institutes, Book VII, Chapter 17; Commentary on the Apocalypes, Chapter 13). More recent individuals include: Lewis Sperry Chafer, J. A. Seiss, Charles C. Ryrie, Leon Morris, Walter K. Price, Robert Govett and Robert Thomas. 
Regardless of those that the Beast will be killed and raised from the dead, or wounded so badly it is as though it were slain and then healed before death, one thing is sure: the way it happens will be sensational enough to cause the whole world to wonder after the Beast.  
Satan still empowers the unbelieving rulers of our world. God has permitted Satan to rule over the world system that stands opposed to God, of course always under God's control. Still, Satan can be legitimately called the ruler of this world. Our Lord called him that in John 12:31. Satan has control and power and influence over all of the unbelieving leaders and world empires. You remember, in Luke 4:6, the devil said to Jesus, "I will give you all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I will give it to whomever I wish." Now, Satan's a liar, so you can't trust everything he said there. But you know from other places that while God rules over all the kingdoms of man and places on it in leadership whom He will, He has also given authority to Satan to have incredible influence among the evil rulers of this world. Don't ever forget that our hope is not in political rulers.
Satan's goal is to kill, destroy and enslave. And he uses earth's human rulers to accomplish it. He will then, he does today.
Satan's ultimate goal is to replace the worship of the true God and His Messiah with himself and his counterfeit messiah and to establish his own permanent substitute kingdom on earth. That's what Satan wants to do. You see it unfolding in the book of Revelation.
It's not going to happen. Jesus Christ will personally destroy the antichrist.  This is the good news.  
2 Thessalonians 2:8. "Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming." By the breath of his mouth. In other words, Jesus won't lift a finger against antichrist in his worldwide empire, in his military might. He will simply speak, and he'll be destroyed. 
Revelation 20:10: At the end of the thousand years, the millennium, "the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever." Jesus Christ our Lord is the only true Messiah and your faith is not misplaced when it's in Him.
[For those who] have refused to accept Jesus' invitation to follow Him, [for those who have] refused the gospel, [they need to] understand this. [They] have already believed the satanic lie. And if they survive until the tribulation, they will worship the beast. 2 Thessalonians 2:10 goes on to say for this reason, "because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason, God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness." Friend, [for those who have] not believed in Jesus Christ, that's the end of [their] story. But it doesn't have to be.

How can the deception be broken? The way it can be broken now, the way it will be broken then, is the same. The answer is in 2 Corinthians. 

2 Corinthians 4:3. This is true now; it'll be true during the tribulation. Paul writes, "[And] even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake."

Listen: If somehow, Satan has given you the lie that there is something better outside of God, your Creator, outside of His provision of a Messiah, outside of His Savior, Jesus Christ, and you believed the lie, how can that deception be broken? God answers it here, in 2 Corinthians 4:6. This is the only way it can ever broken: God has to intervene miraculously. 

"For God, who said, 'Light shall shine out of darkness,' is the One who has shown in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ."  
https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20221113p-128483
]  [12:  Great emphasis is placed upon his wound unto death/deadly wound, as the case may be, and revival, indicating its importance in the events which transpire at the end. It is the primary motivator for his worship (Revelation 13:12, 14; 17:11). “Man ignores the force of Jesus’ resurrection, but will choose to be fooled by the Beast’s recovery. Why? Jesus demands righteousness; the Beast will indulge sin.”  
Zechariah relates the payment of thirty pieces of silver for the value of Messiah at His First Coming when he was betrayed by Judas (Matthew 26:15; 27:3). The passage then describes a “foolish . . . worthless shepherd” who will specialize in consuming the sheep. He is said to exhibit wounds affecting his arm and right eye:
Zechariah 11:12-17 And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13 And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 14 Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 15And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16 For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17 Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened. [emphasis added]
If this speaks of Antichrist, perhaps, like the resurrected Christ who retained the identifying marks of His death, so too the revived Beast will retain the marks of wounds which caused his death. They will serve to authenticate his identity as the leader who was previously slain. 
Preterist interpreters believe the death and revival mentioned by John is a veiled reference to the Nero revival myth, but this seems unlikely for it is a pagan notion without factual basis. The revival of the Beast which John records here is real, fantastic, and miraculous because it results in global worship of the Beast. Here again, we encounter deficiencies with the Preterist Interpretation. If Nero is the Beast, then any worship he may have received was prior to his demise by suicide. He never rose from the dead as described here. The worship which is attributed to the Beast results from his prior miraculous restoration.
] 

Revelation 13.4 And they worshipped the Dragon which gave power unto the beast:[endnoteRef:13] and they worshipped the beast,[endnoteRef:14] saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?[endnoteRef:15] [13:  So is the conjunction καὶ [kai], often translated by and. It links that which follows with that which preceded. In this case, it indicates that worship of the Dragon is in response to the miraculous healing of the Beast. This must not be missed!
It rules out all consideration of Nero as the Beast, for people would hardly worship a failed legend. Whatever worship Nero might have received, it came prior to his death by suicide.
It explains the prominence which Scripture gives to the wounding and revival of the Beast. This is the catalyst which brings an outpouring of worship to both the Dragon and the Beast. It is the coup de grâce of the miraculous signs empowered by the Dragon.
It recognizes the typological counterfeit of the Beast as pseudo-Christ. Christ died and rose from the dead only to be rejected by His own. The Beast dies and rises from the dead to world-wide acclaim.
It is not clear whether they worship the Dragon explicitly and directly. This is most certainly possible, as some people today openly worship Satan. But it is also said that they worship the Beast. The text emphasizes the Dragon as the source of authority for the Beast. This may indicate in the same way in which idol worship is understood as being worship of the demons behind the idols (Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 106:37; Revelation 9:20), so too the worship of the Beast includes that power which is behind him. This seems even more likely because Scripture indicates that the Beast will exalt himself above every god and show himself as God (Daniel 11:36; 2 Thessalonians 2:4). Thus, worship directed to the Beast is equivalent with worship of the Dragon who empowers him. At the time of the end, Satan will almost achieve one of his most treasured goals: universal worship.
Isaiah 14:14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.
Matthew 4:9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.
Luke 4:7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
]  [14:  This refers to the worship of an individual, not an empire. 
Some wish to interpret this as a reference to the revival of the Roman Empire, . . . But a revived Roman Empire would not cause man to worship it as God any more than the revival of Poland or Israel did. . . . It is the resurrection of the man Antichrist which creates this worship. 
This is the first phase of the abomination of desolation (Matthew 24:15) when the man of sin himself sits in the temple of God proclaiming himself as God. His initial declaration as God will take place in the Tribulation Temple.
Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done. [NOTE: READ THAT AGAIN!: for what has been determined shall be done... BLESSED ASSURANCE!!!]  He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself above them all. (Daniel 11:36-37)
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)
The early church, having no knowledge of preterism, understood Paul’s epistle to the Thessalonians as describing an Antichrist yet future:
And again, speaking of Antichrist, [Paul] says, 
“who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped [2 Thessalonians 2:4].” 
He points out here those who are called gods, by such as know not God, are idols. For the Father of all is called God,  and is so; and Antichrist shall be lifted up, not above Him, but above those which are indeed called gods, but are not.—Irenaeus, Against Heresies, iii.vi.2
Worship of the Beast will include worship of his image. 
]  [15:  
Aaron Eggman, in his book, The Saints Go Up and The Wrath Comes Down: A Pre-Wrath Perspective on the End Times, has some noteworthy observations about some of the mysteries of Revelation:
2 Thessalonians 2.9-10 The coming of the lawless one will be accompanied by the working of Satan, with every kind of power, sign, and false wonder, and with every wicked deception directed against those who are perishing, because they refused the love of the truth that would have saved them.
The kingdom yet to come is the scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns. The anti-Christ will not have power over this kingdom at first, but he will seize control of it. Several other details about the beast and the anti-Christ are particularly mysterious, and deserve mention here even if the interpretation cannot be fully understood at this time. The first strange detail is in Revelation 13:3.
Revelation 13:3-4: 3One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. 4Men worshiped the Dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?”
The seven heads represent seven kingdoms. One of the heads, or kingdoms, will receive a fatal wound. Fatal means lethal, deadly, or leading to death. Whatever wound the “head” will receive will result in death, except that the wound will be healed. As a result, the world will willingly worship Satan and the Beast. These verses depict something of massive significance occurring on the earth which contributes to the deception that leads so many people astray. Since a head is both a king and kingdom, I suspect that this resurrection will include both.  [A formerly known kingdom, which many believe to be the Islamic Caliphate and many still believe to believe Rome] will be resurrected and the man of lawlessness will be “wounded by the sword yet live” (Revelation 13:14).
An additional mysterious detail is found in Revelation 17:8.
Revelation 17:8: 8The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.
The beast “once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss” is explained later in the same chapter as an eighth king:
Revelation 17:11: 11The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.
Is this a reference to the previous detail from Revelation 13:3, the fatal wound that is healed? Or, is this referring to something completely different? The time reference point for “once was, now is not” is the time John received the vision. Therefore, the beast “once was” in the past, but did not exist at the time John received the vision. The beast will come up out of the Abyss, from the dominion of death and darkness, into life again. This passage is declaring that a king once lived and walked the earth who at the time of John’s writing was “in the abyss.”  This king will eventually come out of the abyss and walk the earth once more in the form of the Anti-Christ.
Although all details of who and what the beast of Revelation is uncertain, one thing is for sure: the anti-Christ and his kingdom will be full of demonic power and deadly deceptions. The anti-Christ will wield his deceptive power, winning the allegiance of the nations, and he will succeed—that is, until Jesus revokes his authority and destroys him completely.
Excerpt from the book: The Saints Go Up and The Wrath Comes Down: A Pre-Wrath Perspective on the End Times by Aaron Eggman. https://prewrathresources.wordpress.com/
] 


Application Questions:
1. Do I know, when I see the evil rise, that there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. [Romans 13.1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For...]
2. When the wicked prosper... do I trust that ...the end of the wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: He is their strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him. (Psalm 37.38b-40)[endnoteRef:16] [16:  A Psalm of David. Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming. The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation. Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous. The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever. They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged.
Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him. (Psalm 37:1-40 KJV)
] 

3. The Dragon, as in the temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4.1–11, Mark 1.12–13, and Luke 4.1–13, gives the beast power, a “seat” of position and great authority, imitating healing and resurrection, insomuch as all the world wondered... and worshipped the Dragon which gave power to the beast, and worshipped the beast saying ‘Who is like him? Who is able to make war [go against] him’? If Jesus doesn’t step in, even the very elect will be deceived. Matthew 24.11, 22-24[endnoteRef:17]  Have I hidden the Word of God and have the faith of Christ and the testimony and presence of the Holy Spirit in me to be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all to stand?  (See Ephesians 6.14 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.) Have I taken on the whole armor of God daily?   [17:  Matthew 24:3-51 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 4And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, I have told you before. 26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive even the elect, if that were possible.
] 

4. Are there any ways I have opened up myself to deception by not receiving the love of the truth? (See 2 Thessalonians 2.10-12: And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.) 
5. How do I show my LOVE of Truth by my life? (Jesus said I AM... the Truth!)

III.   The beast, once intimidating idol worship from those who loved not the truth that they might be saved, but chose to believe a lie, speaks great things and blasphemies, and uses the power given to him (over all kindreds, tongues and nations, see v.7) to continue for 42 months blaspheming against God, His Name, His tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven, makes war with the saints to overcome them, and all that dwell on the earth worship him whose names are not written in the book of the life of the Lamb, so that we need to cling to God’s sovereignty in the midst of affliction (Romans 8.28). 
[Patience is ὑπομονὴ [hypomonē], meaning to abide under. It indicates steadfastness and perseverance while enduring toil and suffering.  It is through faith and patience that the promises of the believer are attained.]

Hebrews 6.12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Revelation 13.5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  

As we have seen throughout this book, the actions and duration of the agents of evil are subject to God’s sovereign permission (Revelation 13:7, 14-15; Luke 22:31). The great things which he speaks are the “pompous words” which Daniel saw the little horn speak (Daniel 7:8, 11, 20, 25). In the little horn’s exaltation of himself, Daniel saw him “speak “wonderful things against” the God of gods” (Daniel 11:36). The wonderful things against are blasphemies he is likely to be speaking. The wonderful things against the God of gods that are being spoken are great things against  the God of gods, viz.,  blasphemies.
he was given authority to continue
Continue is poieo (#4160): “To be active.”  
forty-two months
This period is equivalent to the “time and times and half a time,” a three and one-half year period during which Daniel saw that the saints would be given into the hand of the little horn (Daniel 7:25). 
This period begins at the midpoint of the week, when he violates his covenant with many in Israel (Daniel 9:27) and overcomes the two witnesses (Revelation 11:7) who had prophesied for 1,260 days (the first half of The 70th Week of Daniel). This is the time of Jacob’s trouble which shall be “for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished” (Daniel 12:7). During this time, the holy city is being tread underfoot by the Gentiles (Revelation 11:2) and the woman, the Jewish remnant at the time of the end, is hidden in her place (Revelation 12:6, 14). 
Irenaeus, a disciple of Polycarp who himself knew the Apostle John, explains the passage in concert with futurist interpreters:
But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will reign for three years and six months, and sit in the temple at Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds, in the glory of the Father, sending this man and those who follow him into the lake of fire; but bringing in for the righteous the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the hallowed seventh day; and restoring to Abraham the promised inheritance, in which kingdom the Lord declared, that “many coming from the east and from the west should sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”—Irenaeus, Against Heresies, v.xxx [emphasis added] 
] 

Revelation 13.6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
Revelation 13.7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Now the Beast is given permission to overcome the saints. This disturbing reality has been on the prophetic agenda for thousands of years:
I was watching; and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, . . . He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. (Daniel 7:21, 25)
How could it be that God would grant permission for the Beast to overcome the saints? Here is where our grasp of God’s sovereignty and His glory must be our sure support. As he used Pharaoh in the days of the Exodus, so too he uses the Beast in the time of the end. He has raised up the Beast for His ultimate glory.
But indeed for this purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth. As yet you exalt yourself against My people in that you will not let them go. (Exodus 9:16-17)
to make war with the saints
The saints at the time of the end are under tremendous persecution. They are killed by the little horn (Daniel 7:21, 25), the Harlot (Revelation 17:6), the Beast (Revelation 13:7), and even the image of the Beast (Revelation 13:15). The saints are martyred during this period because they are unwilling to worship the Beast and his image (Revelation 13:15). 
authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation
This speaks of his global control—something which was never achieved by Rome in the days of Nero:
Daniel 7:23 clearly states that at some point the Fourth Empire devours the whole earth. This is something Rome never did. Some attempt to make the expression mean the “then-known world,” but it cannot be said that Rome even conquered the then-known world. . . . Rome did not even extend as far east as the empire of Alexander the Great. The Greeks went as far as the Indus River in India . . . Rome did not even extend that far. Furthermore, Rome never fully conquered the Parthian Empire, and that, too, was part of the known world. The area of Scotland was also part of the known world that Rome did not conquer. Rome had to build the Hadrian Wall in order to keep the nomads of northing Scotland from overrunning that part of Britain controlled by Rome.
This speaks of the ultimate manifestation of Gentile power of the end as seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Remember that it is Satan who has authority over the kingdoms of the world prior to The Arrival of God’s Kingdom. Since Nero’s Rome has long passed and Christ has not yet come, it is evident that this final kingdom of Satan is yet to appear upon the stage of world history.
A totalitarian system of unbelievable scope and power is also predicted. Every new invention of man gives him one more tool by which he can control others and enforce his will upon them. These inventions under the power of an able leader could make him the undisputed tyrant of the earth. Such a rule is foreshadowed by the Beast. . . The concentration of evil in one vast system ruled by an antichrist who will be the most powerful potentate the human race has ever produced.
] 

Revelation 13.8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  Scripture indicates that the Beast who attains worldwide worship (Revelation 13:8) “opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” (2 Thessalonians 2:4). But there is a catch—the Beast is not God. In particular, he lacks God’s unique attribute of omnipresence. So as long as he himself remains sitting in the Temple, he is unable to venture forth on the various campaigns which are associated with his activities at the time of the end. This seems to be the motivation behind the instructions by the False Prophet that the earth dwellers should “make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived”  (Revelation 13:14b). Having established the image, the False Prophet is “granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed” (Revelation 13:15, 14:9). This is perhaps one of the most [difficult to understand] statements in all of Scripture as it appears that the False Prophet is allowed, by the sovereignty of God’s permissive control of evil, to give the image life.
Although we can’t be sure, it seems reasonable to think that one purpose of the image is to continue to occupy the holy place within the Temple allowing the Beast to venture forth to attend to his many responsibilities—leaving an icon present as the focal point of worship. Notice that both the Beast and his image are the objects of worship (Revelation 13:15; 19:20). Those who refuse to worship the image are killed!
Although the man of sin himself first sits in the Temple (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4), Jesus infers that something inanimate is set up in the holy place: “Therefore, when you see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet standing in the holy place. . .” (Matthew 24:15). The abomination in this verse is not a person (masculine or feminine) but a thing (neuter). Perhaps it is the image of the Beast? It is impossible to know for certain. Yet, this would help explain one purpose of the image of the Beast.
Following the judgments of the sixth trumpet “the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols . . .” [emphasis added] (Revelation 9:20). Interestingly, the image of the Beast is the ultimate work of their hands since the False Prophet “deceives those who dwell on the earth . . . to make an image to the beast” (Revelation 13:14). Thus, they themselves make the ultimate idol (icon) of their own worship! (Remember Aaron??)
The image of the Beast is typified by Nebuchadnezzar’s gold image which his subjects were required to worship on penalty of death:
Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, . . . that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? . . . if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?” (Daniel 3:14-15)
In the same way that Nebuchadnezzar’s image received worship on his behalf, so will the image of the beast receive worship together with the Beast himself.
All who dwell on the earth
The ones who not only physically dwell on the earth, but whose affections and complete allegiance are entirely upon the earth.  The idea communicated in the Bible is:

James 4.4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Isaiah 26:21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.
Luke 21:35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Revelation 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Revelation 6:10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
Revelation 11:10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
Revelation 12:12   Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.
Revelation 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Revelation 13:12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.
Revelation 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.
Revelation 14:6   And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
Revelation 17:8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
They are to be contrasted with those whose citizenship is in heaven.
John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
1Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;
These are they whom the martyrs of the fifth seal cried out for God to avenge their deaths upon 
Revelation 6:9-10  9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
Revelation 13.8 ...will worship him
This is a defining moment for the earth dwellers.
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 
“If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever, and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” (Revelation 14:9-11)
Those who choose to worship the beast and take his mark are forever lost. Even though they have not yet died, they are irredeemable. 
Revelation 13.8 ...whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb
Whose names have not been written is οὐ γέγραπται τὸ ὄνομα οὐτοῦ [ou gegraptai to onoma outou], perfect tense: it has not been written, the name of him. Unlike those who lacked faith in Sardis and would be blotted out of the Book of Life (Revelation 3:5), these were never written in the book to begin with. Therefore, their destiny in the Lake of Fire is guaranteed (Revelation 20:15) since their names are not written in the Book of Life:
The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. (Revelation 17:8) [emphasis added]
Some understand the phrase of the Lamb to denote a different book than the Book of Life mentioned elsewhere (Revelation 3:5; 20:12), but such a view is exegetically precarious. In their view, the Book of Life initially contains the names of all the living. Names are then blotted out as people die having never come to faith. The Book of Life of the Lamb (in this baseless hypothesis) is seen as a separate book which only contains the names of the elect and whose contents are never altered. We believe the two-book view is problematic:
Too much emphasis is placed upon minor differences in phrasing when referring to the same book.
The two books serve the same purpose—differentiating between the redeemed and the unredeemed. So why [would there be] two books?
The book which the names of the Beast worshipers have not been written in is referred to as both the Book of Life of the lamb (Revelation 13:8) and the Book of Life (Revelation 17:8). It is one and the same book.
We believe it is better to understand all references to the Book of Life as denoting a single book which records three categories of people:
The Unsaved - Each person to be born is written in the book. Those who die before coming to faith are blotted out.
The Saved - Each person to be born is written in the book. Those who come to faith prior to death have their names retained in the book.
Beast Worshipers - The beast worshipers are a unique category of people of the time of the end. They are so hardened against God and destined to reject Him in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary that they are never written in the book (Revelation 13:8; 17:8). 
lamb slain from the foundation of the world
Foundation is καταβολῆς [katabolēs], a compound word meaning “a throwing or laying down.”  Christ’s sacrifice was not an afterthought in the mind of God.
1Peter 1:17-20 [emphasis added] And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you. 
Even before the perfect creation of Adam and Eve, God knew the end of history. This is evidenced in His provision for their first sin, spilling the innocent blood of animals to cover their nakedness (Genesis 3:21). An enormous number of types throughout the OT predicted the coming of Christ and His sacrifice for the sins of men.
The secrets of God, established from the foundation of the world, were gradually revealed through God’s prophets.
Psalms 78:2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:
Matthew 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.
Titus 1:1-3   Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;...
In what is perhaps the “holy of holies” of the OT—Isaiah 53—God revealed that His lamb would be slain: 
“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).
John the Baptist understood the implications of Isaiah’s passage, for when he saw Jesus he remarked: 
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). 
In the sovereignty and omniscience of God, many things were determined and accomplished before or from the foundation of the world:
God existed before the foundation (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 40:21).
Christ existed before the foundation (Isaiah 48:16; Micah 5:2; John 1:1; 17:5, 24).
Christ was loved by the Father before the foundation (John 17:24).
Wisdom was established before the foundation (Proverbs 8:23).
Believers were predestined for salvation before the foundation (Ephesians 1:4; 2Timothy 1:9).
God promised eternal life before time began (Titus 1:2).
Christ was foreordained before the foundation (1Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8).
Unrevealed secrets of God existed from the foundation (Matthew 13:35).
The kingdom was prepared for the faithful from the foundation (Matthew 25:34).
The blood of all the prophets was shed from the foundation (Luke 11:50).
The Beast worshipers were not written in the Book of Life from the foundation (Revelation 17:8).
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/topics/heads.html#4.3.2.25
] 

Revelation 13.9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  As when Jesus taught, prior to the formation of the church, all people are enjoined to hear (Matthew 11:15). 
A textual clue found in Revelation 13:9 has led many Bible interpreters to the conclusion that those addressed in Revelation 13:10 are not the seven churches of Asia Minor but rather, consist of a different group all together. When Christ addressed the seven churches of Asia Minor in Revelation 2-3, He always used the phrase, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). . . . Conspicuously missing from this phrase [in Revelation 13:9] are the words “what the Spirit says to the churches.” [emphasis added] Expounding on this omission can lead to conclusions about the Church having already been raptured, but would need more Scriptural substantiation than simply this omission here.
Those who have an ear, but choose not to hear do so because of pride. This is the major sin of the end and of our own day:
Hear and give ear: Do not be proud, for the LORD has spoken. Give glory to the LORD your God before He causes darkness, and before your feet stumble on the dark mountains, and while you are looking for light, He turns it into the shadow of death And makes it dense darkness. (Jeremiah 13:15-16)
] 

Revelation 13.10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword.[endnoteRef:22] Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.[endnoteRef:23] [22:  In a passage whose context is the time of Jacob’s trouble, God indicates that He will correct Israel. 
“Though I make a full end of all nations where I have scattered you, yet I will not make a complete end of you. But I will correct you in justice, and will not let you go altogether unpunished.” (Jeremiah 30:11). 
He promises Israel’s preservation and retribution in kind to those who oppress her: 
“Therefore all those who devour you shall be devoured; and all your adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder you shall become plunder, and all who prey upon you I will make a prey” (Jeremiah 30:16). 
Upon His arrest at the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus stated this principle, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Matthew 26:52b). The basis for such retribution is God’s law of capital punishment established after the flood: “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man” (Genesis 9:5). The Beast, the False Prophet, and the Harlot all   persecute the saints and so the Harlot will be ravaged according to God’s will (Revelation 17:16-17) and the Beast and the False Prophet will be killed to become the first occupants of the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20; 20:10).
However, variations in the Greek manuscripts at this phrase indicate that retribution by justice [is not the only consideration]. The Majority Text (see https://www.gotquestions.org/majority-text.html for what Majority Text is if you are not familiar)  has: εἴ τις ἔχει αἰχμαλωσίαν, ὑπάγεὶ εἴ τις ἐν μαχαίρᾳ, δεῖ αὐτὸν ἀποκτανθῆναι [ei tis echei aichmalōsian, hypagei ei tis en machaira, dei auton apoktanthēnai], if anyone [is] for captivity, [then] he is going; if anyone [is] for [the] sword, he must be killed. In the MT text, the subject in each case is the believer—not his enemy. This appears to be a simple statement setting forth the trust which the saints must maintain in God’s sovereign appointment of their role in history. If it is a saint’s God-appointed role to serve as a martyr, so be it! A similar theme is found in a passage concerning God’s judgment of Israel:
Jeremiah 15.2 And it shall be, if they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ then you shall tell them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity.” ’ 
Depending upon which text we follow, this passage may describe retribution by God’s sure justice (Revelation 14:9-12) or the need to cling to His sovereignty in the midst of affliction (Romans 8:28). Both are taught by Scripture.
]  [23:  Patience is ὑπομονὴ [hypomonē], meaning to abide under. It indicates steadfastness and perseverance while enduring toil and suffering. It is through faith and patience that the promises of the believer are attained (Hebrews 6:12). John was himself a “brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ . . . on the island that is called Patmos” (Revelation 1:9). Jesus recognizes the patience exhibited by the churches of Asia (Ephesus, Revelation 2:2; Thyatira, Revelation 2:19). Patience is a command which the Lord gives believers. Because the faithful church of Philadelphia kept this command, Jesus promised to keep them “from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world” (Revelation 3:10). The patience in this verse is directed to those who find themselves in the midst of the Great Tribulation—perhaps the most dangerous time of all history for believers upon the earth.
The patience and the faith is found  in the realization of God’s sovereignty. Whatever befalls these Tribulation saints, they must rest in the knowledge that it is according to God’s will and that they can never perish.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. (Romans 8:35-37   Psalm 44:22) [emphasis added]
God will avenge His elect once “the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were was completed” (Revelation 6:10-11). In the meantime, they were not to love their lives. Instead, they must hold their testimony to the point of martyrdom, knowing their death was but a gateway to a place of intimacy and rest with the Lamb in heaven (Revelation 7:14-17). Although many would die, Jesus assured them, “not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your patience possess your souls” [emphasis added] (Luke 21:18). These would be required to lose their lives in order to possess their souls, for to keep their lives meant taking the mark and being doomed for eternity. At all costs, they must not “draw back to perdition” (Hebrews 10:36)!
Although a remnant of Jews is hidden and protected in a special place in the wilderness (Revelation 12:6, 14), the vast majority of the people of faith will be within the domain of the Beast, the persecuting little horn (Daniel 7:21, 25). Jesus understood the intensity of this time and the resulting rarity of finding people of faith at the end:
Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:3)
Their patience accomplishes several things: it witnesses of the reality of their faith and the glory of God; it makes them “perfect and complete” (James 1:4); and it allows the cup of God’s wrath toward their persecutors to fill to the brim (Revelation 14:10; 16:19).
] 


Application Questions:

1. Am I intimidated easily? Am I bold in my faith and stand in Truth despite those who are powerful and intimidating?  Can I stand up for Jesus in the face of opposition? How do I show this in my daily life?
2. Do I worship anything that comes against God, His Name, His tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven?
3. Am I steadfast to persevere while enduring toil and suffering? Is my faith in God constant and real and able to stand up against obstacles?
4. Do I have the patience in the promises of God that is able to see me through obstacles? How do I show this daily? 

“If you have raced with men on foot and they have tired you out, Then how can you compete with horses? If you fall down in a land of peace [where you feel secure], Then how will you do [among the lions] in the [flooded] thicket beside the Jordan? (Jeremiah 12.5 AMP)

IV.	The Dragon gives power to the beast, and another beast comes out of the earth with horns like a lamb, speaking as a Dragon, exercising all power of the first beast and causing the earth to worship the first beast, and he does great wonders (making fire come down from heaven), and deceives everyone by means of those miracles[endnoteRef:24] which he had power to do in the sight of the beast, saying they should make an image to the beast,[endnoteRef:25] and he gave power to the image that it should speak and cause as many as wouldn’t worship the image to be killed.[endnoteRef:26]   [24:  Our God is a God of wonders (Psalm 136:3-4). As the Creator and Sustainer of all that is, God has the power to suspend natural laws in order to fulfill His purposes. Miracles were a part of the ministries of Moses, Elijah and Elisha, and of course Jesus and the apostles, and their miracles primarily served the purpose of confirming their message as being from God (Hebrews 2:3-4). 

REMEMBER: Signs, miracles, or “fire from heaven” (Revelation 13:13) do not indicate divine endorsement, highlighting Scripture’s frequent admonition against false miracles,
Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
2Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

Today, many people still seek to experience the miraculous, and some will go to great lengths to have that experience. There may be many reasons for such a desire, and Scripture gives us at least five:

1. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they want confirmation of the truth of God. There is nothing inherently wrong with this desire. In fact, God willingly gave signs to Moses (Exodus 4:1-9) and Gideon (Judges 6:11-22) to confirm His word. Miracles can aid a person’s coming to faith, as in John 2:23, “Many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.”

However, there comes a time when enough miracles have been performed—the truth has been proved—and it is time to exercise faith. When Moses hesitated to obey after a series of miracles at the burning bush, “the LORD’s anger burned” (Exodus 4:14). 

Also, it is nobler in God’s sight to believe without needing a miracle. Jesus visited the Samaritans, and “because of his words many more became believers” (John 4:41, emphasis added). Just a few verses later, Jesus rebukes the Galileans: “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders . . . you will never believe” (John 4:48). Unlike the Samaritans, the people of Galilee required signs and wonders.

2. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they do not believe the signs and wonders which have already been performed. The Pharisees of Matthew 12 were just such a lot. Jesus had been performing miracles for quite some time when a group of scribes and Pharisees came to Him with an insolent demand to see another sign. In response, Jesus condemned them as “wicked and adulterous” (Matthew 12:38-39).

They were “wicked” in that they refused to believe the signs and wonders Christ had already performed. “In spite of his wonders, they did not believe” (Psalm 78:32). Their hearts were hardened towards the truth, even after numerous public miracles. Nothing would make them believe; their hearts were as Pharaoh’s, hardened after witnessing so many of Moses’ miracles in Egypt (Exodus 9:34-35).

They were “adulterous” in the spiritual sense, having left the true worship of God to follow a man-made set of rules and traditions. Not satisfied with the miracles Jesus was doing, they demanded something even greater. As commentator Matthew Barnes puts it, “They looked for signs of their own devising.” So entrenched was their rejection of Christ that, when later presented with the “sign of the prophet Jonah” (Christ’s resurrection, Matthew 12:39-40), they still would not believe.

3. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they seek an occasion to excuse their unbelief. There were people in Jesus’ day who “tested” Him by seeking a sign (Matthew 16:1; Luke 11:16). Since they specified that the sign be “from heaven,” they most likely wanted something spectacular, similar to Elijah’s calling down fire from the sky (1 Kings 18:38) or Isaiah’s causing the sun to reverse course (Isaiah 38:8). Probably, their “test” was designed to be something “too big” for Jesus to accomplish—they simply hoped He would attempt it and fail in the attempt.

4. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they are curious thrill-seekers. Like the crowds in John 6:2 and King Herod in Luke 23:8, they want to see something sensational, but they have no real desire to know the truth of Christ.

5. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they hope to get something for themselves. After Jesus fed the multitudes, a large crowd followed Him to the other side of Galilee. Jesus saw their true motivation, however, and rebuked it: “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill” (John 6:26). The crowd’s desire was not to know Christ or even to see more miracles; it was simply to fill their stomachs again.
Better than seeking after a new miracle is taking God at His Word. Simple faith is more pleasing to the Lord than a reliance on a dazzling sensory experience. 
“Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed’” (John 20:29).

Conclusion:  The Biblical narrative consistently warns against the danger of seeking signs as a basis for faith. Instead, believers are called to cultivate a deep, abiding trust in God, grounded in His Word and the revelation of Jesus Christ. This faith is not dependent on external proofs but is a confident assurance in the unseen realities of God's kingdom.

https://www.gotquestions.org/signs-and-wonders.html
]  [25:  Romans 1.16-23 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
]  [26:  Exodus 20.4 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
Acts 4.12 12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
Exodus 20.3 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
John 4.24 “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
Isaiah 40:18 “To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you compare him to?” 
1 John 5:21 “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.”
Isaiah 44:9-10 “All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless…”
] 


Revelation 13.11 And I beheld another beast[endnoteRef:27] coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb (ἀρνίον arníon, ar-nee'-on; diminutive from G704; a lambkin:—lamb.), and he spake as a Dragon.[endnoteRef:28] [27:  Another is ἄλλο [allo]: “Generally another person or thing of the same kind (Acts 4:12), as contrasted with ἕτερος [heteros] (another of a different kind or form) (Gal. 1:6-7).” 
Elsewhere, he is differentiated from the first beast, the Antichrist. He is known as the False Prophet (Revelation 19:20; 20:10). Some have taken this beast to describe a system or movement
The commentators are in the most dire confusion [and have multitudes of ideas] on the identification [of this beast]... 
But his attributes are personal, for salvation and damnation are individual, not institutional: 
The second beast is a specific individual rather than a religious institution. . . . it is more likely that the singular phrase “beast” (thērion) or “false prophet” (pseudoprophētēs) refers to an individual rather than a religious institution. Moreover, because he spends eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20; 20:10), the false prophet is characterized as possessing an eternal soul. Such an attribute and eternal fate is descriptive of individuals rather than institutions. [emphasis added] 
See The Unholy/Evil Trinity in the Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Beast handout with this lesson.
]  [28:  The Beast from the Earth/False Prophet
The word in the Greek is a present tense participle:  presently coming up. Like the first beast (Revelation 13:1), John saw this beast as he was rising from the earth.
up out of the earth
(Note: The following material on the Beast from the Earth/False Prophet is also in the Supplement to Revelation Bible Study The Beast handout with this lesson.)
Revelation 13:11-17 introduces the beast from the earth, later identified as the “false prophet.” The false prophet has two horns like a lamb-mimicking Christ’s gentle appearance-yet speaks like a dragon, revealing his true allegiance. He is primarily a religious or ideological figure who works signs and wonders to deceive the masses into worshiping the first beast (Revelation 13:13-14).
The false prophet’s purpose is to promote the Antichrist’s agenda, challenging the commands of God and urging worship of a false system. Signs, miracles, or “fire from heaven” (Revelation 13:13) do not indicate divine endorsement, highlighting Scripture’s frequent admonition against false miracles,
Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
2Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
As with the first beast, the symbolic description suggests his role and characteristics. In this case, those are mostly spiritual and religious.
Synopsis of The Beast from the Earth/False Prophet
Described in Revelation 13 but not identified as “False Prophet” until Revelation 16:13
Lamb look-a-like counterfeit with “2 horns like a lamb.” Revelation 13:11
Controls the 1st Beast of Dominate War of Revelation 13. Revelation 13:12
Forces earth’s inhabitants to worship 1st Beast. Revelation 13:12
Super Weapon of fire from the sky. Revelation 13:13
Forces earth to worship the Image of the Beast or Die! Revelation 13:14-15, Repeat of Daniel 3
Forces a mark to participate in the system of buying and selling. Revelation 13:16-18
Although the bottomless pit is within the earth, the origin of this beast does not speak of the abyss. The beast which arises from the bottomless pit is the one which “was, and is not” (Revelation 17:8), the first beast out of the sea with the deadly wound that was healed (Revelation 13:3). This second beast causes the earth dwellers to worship the first beast whose deadly wound was healed (Revelation 13:12-14).
two horns
The mention of horns in conjunction with a Lamb points to the vision of the throne room prior to the opening of the first seal where John saw “a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven yes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth” (Revelation 5:6b). Horns frequently symbolize power. The Lamb has seven, the number of completeness. This beast has two, the number of witness, for he shall serve as the ultimate witness to the first beast.
The two horns have a pertinent significance, for two is the number of witness and just as Christ declared the Spirit of God should ‘testify (lit., bear witness) of Me’ (John 15:26), so the third person in the Trinity of Evil bears witness to the first Beast.
Horns represent kingdoms, governments (Daniel 7:24; 8:21), and powers (Habakkuk 3:4). Therefore, this nation has two separate powers. The ‘lamb-like horns’ and ‘Dragon’s voice’ point to a contrast between the peaceful words and the subversive actions of this nation. In time, this once peaceful and free nation will come under the influence of the devil by means of deception. The Dragon is Satan, who works through governments to crush God’s saints by persecution.
Therefore, “speaking as a Dragon” could mean that the nation  will use legal actions as a means of forcing worship contrary to God’s law or be punished. Hence, this will occur at the end of time and be the final test of all people.
The absence of crowns signifies a republican form of government. Lamb-like horns point to an innocent, non-oppressive, and spiritual nation. [In this scholar’s opinion,] [t]here is no other nation on earth that fits the description and time frame of the lamb-horned beast, except America.
Sadly, [if this is the case] this blessed country will change in the last days and will “speak as a Dragon” which means that the United States will force people to worship contrary to conscience or be punished by the Law.  
This beast that rises out of the earth, out of the dust of the earth, out of human origin, appears - outwardly - to be like the lamb of God. But its speech is a contradiction of its appearance. What comes out of its interior, expressed by its mouth, is of the Dragon. https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/40444/in-revelation-1311-why-does-the-lambkin-have-horns?newreg=b5d843a598e54183b59a4b766f8f23a
like a lamb
Paul warned of Satan’s “ministers,” false apostles and deceitful workers which follow Satan’s pattern and transform themselves into apostles of Christ (2Corinthians 11:13-15). There have been many false apostles and deceitful workers since then and especially toward the time of the end, but none more convincing and containing such contrast as this False Prophet of the end. His appearance as a lamb masks his true inward nature. Who he is will not be evident from his outward appearance but, like other false prophets, determined by observing the fruit of his labors:
Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-16a). [emphasis added]
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:11-14)
spoke like a Dragon
Although he looks like a lamb, his verbal instructions are energized by the will of the Dragon (Revelation 12:2-4, 17; 13:4). It is he who causes worship of the Beast. He tells those who dwell on the earth to make the image of the Beast. He is also the enforcer of the mark required in order to buy or sell. His speech like a Dragon is an allusion to the introduction of deception into the human race in the Garden: 
“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said . . . ?’ ” [emphasis added] (Genesis 3:1). 
Like the serpent, his mouth will be employed in opposition to God’s Word.
] 

Revelation 13.12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.[endnoteRef:29] [29:  all the authority of the first beast
As the Holy Spirit in relation to Christ, so the False Prophet has the full authority given by the Dragon to the Beast (Revelation 13:2). Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of the False Prophet is his refusal to obtain worship for himself even though he has the full authority of the Beast. Outside of the altruistic example of the Holy Spirit in relation to Christ, this is unheard of. The answer lies in the pregnant phrase which follows.
in his presence
The authority of the False Prophet is very closely controlled. He is only granted his power “in the sight of the beast” (Revelation 13:14   Revelation 19:20). He is on a leash, as it were. During the end, it is the Dragon’s intention that ultimate authority and attention be directed to the Beast. If the Dragon enters the Beast, as he did Judas (Luke 22:3), then worship of the Beast becomes the worship of Satan. If the False Prophet’s authority were in any way independent of the Beast, then he could potentially direct attention to himself. The Dragon is very aware of this possibility since he was the subject of the same corrupting influence of power (Isaiah 14:13-14; Ezekiel 28:17). “It is particularly noteworthy that the second beast will have to exercise the Beast’s authority in his presence—there just can be no trust between the forces of evil!”
The alliance of religion and state has a long and sad record of despotism and suppression, but the ecclesio-political union of these to human beasts will culminate in the worst period of persecution in the history of the world. . . . Each leader assists and supports the other, the king enforcing the religious authority of the prophet and the prophet persuading the world’s superstitious masses that the king should be worshiped and obeyed as a god.
causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast
Note that it is the first beast which is worshiped (Revelation 13:4) in accordance with the predictions of Daniel (Daniel 11:36) and Paul (2 Thessalonians 2:4). The second beast directs worship toward the first and is dependent upon him for his power (Revelation 13:12). Hence the first beast is the “man of sin . . . the son of perdition,” not the second.
Pink notes the relative ease with which a supreme military leader such as the Antichrist is able to step into the position of assumed deity:
At first sight it appears strange, if not incongruous, that a military despot should be found filling the character of a religious impostor. But history shows that there is a point at which one character readily merges into the other. Political ambition, intoxicated by success, finds it an easy step from self-glorification to self-deification, and the popular infatuation as easily passes from the abject adulation of the tyrant to the adoration of the god.
The False Prophet’s main focus is to direct worship to the Beast.
This is his key role among the world’s religions at the time of the end, made all the easier by a large reduction in Christians beginning with the disappearance of the true Church in the Rapture which would be prior to the time of God’s wrath (Revelation 3:10).
True children of God are to be found in many varying shades of Christianity, sprinkled throughout Christendom. There are undoubtedly born-again individuals in the midst of all churches. They are saved in spite of the organizations and not because of the organizations. What is going to happen to all of these organizations when the true believers are removed from the world? Already, in our own day, we see indications that much of the guiding force of these great organizations is in the hands of those who would deny essential truths of Scripture. This tendency will increase, and at the coming of Christ for the believers, the tares in the midst of the wheat will go on functioning as usual, all moving rapidly into one great church union, with one head of all. This religious leader will work together with the political dictator.
Eventually, even a universal ecumenical religion proves to be a threat to the worship of the Beast. The Beast (empowered by the Dragon) desires all worship personally. This may be a contributing factor in the demise of the Harlot (Revelation 17:16), for she is the mother of worldwide spiritual idolatry and abomination (Revelation 17:5) and could otherwise compete with the Beast in the area of religion. The prominence of the False Prophet prior to her demise is not revealed, but we do know he is the ultimate religious figure directing worship to the Beast at the end. His role as religious leader may also fulfill Israel’s expectation of a prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15-18; John 1:21; Luke 7:19). “The false prophet arises to play the part expected of the prophet who had been announced for so long, and his role will be to tell Israel that their Messiah has come.” Those who worship the Beast are the Earth Dwellers.
whose deadly wound was healed
Deadly wound is Ἡ πληγὴ τοῦ θανάτου αὐτοῦ [Hē plēgē tou thanatou autou], the wound of his death. This recovery was not from a serious wound, but from actual death. The connection between the miraculous recovery of the Beast and his worship is emphasized again (Revelation 13:3-4). This rules out Nero and all previous people of history as candidates for the Antichrist because only after his revival and ascent from the abyss does the Beast receive worship as god. The only man prior to Antichrist who arose from the dead to receive worship is Christ, not Antichrist. 
] 

Revelation 13.13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,[endnoteRef:30] [30:    2 Thessalonians 2.3-12 3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
He is the False Prophet
Revelation 16:13-14 13 I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits, something like frogs;
14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs; which go forth to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.
He performs great signs
We have just been told that the False Prophet “exercises all the authority of the first beast” (Revelation 13:12). Thus, it is no surprise that he performs wondrous miracles, for he has the authority of the Beast who himself is empowered directly by Satan:
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12)
Not only will the False Prophet perform signs and lying wonders, the subjects of his deception, the earth dwellers, will be sent strong delusion by God to believe that which is false. It would appear that the signs themselves are bona fide, but what they attest to is false. Even the spirits of demons who collect the kings of the earth to Armageddon—one of whom comes out of the mouth of the False Prophet—convince by the signs they perform (Revelation 16:14). Thus can be seen the demonic source of the signs which the False Prophet is able to use in his deception. We are offered a small hint of that which the demonic realm can achieve when Pharaoh’s sorcerers and magicians used enchantments to turn rods into serpents (Exodus 7:11), water into blood (Exodus 7:22), and brought frogs up on the land (Exodus 8:7).
Let the reader attend to the importance of the matter before us: signs are unreliable indicators of a work of God! 

Matthew 7:22-23 “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ ”

Christ’s miracles, as miracles, were no evidence of His Divine mission. The real evidence was that the miracles which He wrought were the very miracles which the Prophetic Word had declared He should work, and which were on that account the sign and seal of His ministry, and formed His credentials from on high. This is clear from Matthew 11:1-6. It was not that they were mere miraculous acts, but that they were what God had foretold, and the essence of their testimony was to the truth of God’s word, rather than the power of Christ. Hence it is that they are so generally called “signs,” and not merely “wonders.”
Jesus told those who asked for a sign:
Matthew 12:38-40   Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Later Paul wrote the Corinthians about those requiring a sign from Jesus:
1Corinthians 1:22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
The earth dwellers of the end, even those who call themselves Christians, have fallen prey to that which is already at work in our own day: an unbiblical reliance upon signs as evidence of God. 

How easy it will be to be deceived, since you are trusting in what you can see in order to believe!

John 20.30 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
John 7.24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
Isaiah 11.3-4 [prophesying about the Messiah...] And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:  4But with righteousness shall he judge...
They have built their faith upon the wrong foundation!

Two Foundations of Faith

They are completely open to deception because their faith is based upon experience rather than Scripture. They validate their religious beliefs based on their own personal experience. They are the ultimate in postmodern thinking—they have their truth which is real to them. Thus, when they see the truly miraculous signs provided by the False Prophet, they easily succumb to the desired conclusion: the Beast is god. When and if such “people of faith” are confronted with the Scriptures—assuming God’s Word is available at the time of the end—they will bend the Scripture and reinterpret it to validate their experience. If God’s written Word denies their experience, they will reject it over their personal experience. Thus, their experience will sit in judgment of God’s Word. 
Biblical believers are to be just the opposite. Their faith is based upon God’s inerrant Scriptures. Each and every experience is tested against its adherence to that which God has already revealed in Scripture. When and if an experience fails the test of Scripture, it is rejected for we know that the Spirit of God speaks consistently. That which is of the Holy Spirit is in agreement with that which is authored through the Holy Spirit: 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jn. 4:1). 
Thus, the Biblical believer evaluates the fruit of his experience against the measure of Scripture and avoids deception.
It is by the signs that the False Prophet deceives the earth dwellers to receive the mark of the Beast and worship his image (Revelation 19:20). Yet the signs are false—not in their miraculous ability, but in what they attest to. Signs alone are not trustworthy.
Deuteronomy 13:1-4 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great, to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the great power of God.” And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time. (Acts 8:9-11)
If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him.
makes fire come down from heaven
He has an ability similar to that of God’s two witnesses (Revelation 11:5). Perhaps his power is even more impressive because its source appears to be from heaven. In the past, fire from heaven was associated with God’s power, consuming both His adversaries (2Kings 1:9-12) and His sacrifice (Numbers 16:35; 1Kings 18:38). The False Prophet shows the Pharisees of the end the very signs they sought as validation of Messiah when Jesus walked the earth (Matthew 16:1). Yet all is not as it appears, for he is a great deceiver. As in the days of Job, fire will fall “from heaven” which will actually be in the service of Satan (Job 1:16). 
In the Biblical narrative, the quest for signs is often portrayed as a spiritual pitfall, reflecting a lack of faith and understanding of God's nature and purposes. The Bible provides numerous instances where the demand for signs is met with rebuke or caution, emphasizing the importance of faith over the need for miraculous evidence.
Old Testament Context
The Old Testament contains several accounts where signs are requested or given. However, these instances often highlight the underlying issue of disbelief or rebellion. In Deuteronomy 6:16, the Israelites are warned, "Do not test the LORD your God as you tested Him at Massah." This reference to Massah recalls Exodus 17:1-7, where the Israelites demanded water and questioned God's presence among them, revealing their lack of trust despite witnessing numerous miracles.
New Testament Teachings
The New Testament further develops this theme, particularly in the teachings of Jesus. In Matthew 12:38-39 , some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." Jesus responded, "A wicked and adulterous generation demands a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah." Here, Jesus underscores the spiritual adultery inherent in seeking signs, pointing instead to His resurrection as the ultimate sign.
Similarly, in John 4:48 , Jesus addresses a royal official, saying, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will never believe." This statement highlights the superficial faith that relies on external proofs rather than a deep, personal trust in God.
The Role of Faith
The Bible consistently emphasizes faith as the foundation of a relationship with God. Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as "the assurance of what we hope for and the certainty of what we do not see." This assurance is contrasted with the demand for signs, which often stems from doubt and a desire for control.
In 2 Corinthians 5:7 , Paul writes, "For we walk by faith, not by sight." This principle is central to the Christian life, encouraging believers to trust in God's promises and character rather than seeking constant validation through miraculous signs.
Warnings Against Deception
The Bible also warns of the potential for deception through signs and wonders. In Matthew 24:24 , Jesus cautions, "For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect." This warning highlights the danger of relying on signs, which can be manipulated by those with malicious intent. [Note that Jesus had JUST said a few verses earlier, 22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.]
https://biblehub.com/topical/t/the_danger_of_seeking_signs.htm
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Revelation 13.14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.[endnoteRef:31] [31:  And he deceives
Empowered by the great deceiver (Revelation 12:9), he produces the fruit of deception. The power of this deception will be unique in history. Jesus suggested that only those protected by the Holy Spirit would be able to resist his ability to convince. “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand” (Matthew 24:24-25   Mark 13:22).
make an image to the beast
The Beast has a problem. He claims to be god, but lacks God’s omnipresence. Therefore, an icon (εἰκόνα [eikona]) of the Beast is to be made. While Scripture does not say, it would appear that one purpose of the icon is to occupy the place of worship in the “holy place” (Matthew 24:15) on an ongoing basis as the focal point of worship. The image serves as the center of worship allowing the Beast to go about his other affairs of state. This probably occurs after the initial declaration of deity made in the person of the Beast himself (2 Thessalonians 2:4).
The term abomination refers to an image or an idol. This even is also mentioned in Matthew 24:15-16: . . . The only clue given is that it will be something standing (like an image or idol) in the Holy Place. . . . the Abomination of Desolation must include something more than merely the Antichrist’s self-proclamation of deity. Furthermore, the Daniel and Matthew passages implied an image or idol that would be erected in the Temple. . . . Thus, the two stages of the Abomination of Desolation, lasting a total of 1,290 days will be the declaration of deity by the Antichrist in the Holy of Holies followed by the setting up of his image in the same place.
The fact that nothing like what is recorded in our text happened in the first century represents no problem for preterists who find fulfillment in the time of Nero. The details are simply swept aside. Typical of preterism’s refusal to interpret the text at face value is the example found in Gregg:
The making of an image to the beast (v. 14), or an image of the beast (v. 15), the giving breath to the image, and the requirement that all men worship it are difficult features to correlate with any action known to have occurred in Israel in the first century. This need not be taken literally, however, and can simply refer to the Jew’s general homage to Rome’s authority. [emphasis added] (OH MY!!!)
Here we see a first-rate example of the exegetical gearshift we mentioned related to the Preterist Interpretation of this book. Their technique is to search first century documents for an approximate “fulfillment” of the literal text. When the documents cannot produce even an approximate connection, then the gear shifts to non-literal interpretation in order to move over the “speed bump.” With such a fluid means of interpretation, the authority of Scripture to specify what constitutes fulfillment is subverted.
Worship of the image made to the Beast is a flagrant violation of the second of the Ten Commandments: 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them.” (Ex. 20:4a)
https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/13.html#13235
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Revelation 13.15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.[endnoteRef:32] [32:  He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast
The power given to the False Prophet here is perhaps the apex of what God has ever allowed in the hands of the enemy: the power to give life. This power is intrinsic to the Creator, and He is intimately involved with the creation of each creature. The False Prophet gives breath (pneuma) to that which is initially inanimate, as “God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). Unlike all previous lifeless idols which have been the work of men’s hands, the image of the beast is given life. This is probably the capstone of the lying wonders which the False Prophet performs—the grand finale of his deception. 
Scripture records that men have readily given worship to lifeless creations in the past:
What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, the molded image, a teacher of lies, that the maker of its mold should trust in it, to make mute idols? Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’ To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’ Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, yet in it there is no breath at all. (Hab. 2:18-19   Psalm 135:17-18; Jeremiah 10:14; 51:17-19)
They worship all the more so now when they see the fantastic miracle of the beast’s image having come to life at the hands of the False Prophet. The image itself must be ultimately compelling because the enormity of the miracle performed by the False Prophet does not draw attention to the prophet, but all attention remains focused on the worship of the image itself and the Beast to which it attests.  Some oppose the notion that the image could truly be given life. They prefer to understand “breath” as denoting animation. Thus, they see the image with breath as a futuristic technological mimic of life. Although this is possible, it doesn’t seem to do justice to the text and the way in which pneuma (breath) denotes life-giving power elsewhere in Scripture (Genesis 2:7; Revelation 11:11). “The pneuma is therefore the equivalent of πνεῦμα ζωῆς [pneuma zōēs] (‘the breath of life’) so recently encountered in connection with the two witnesses.”
Although it is impossible to know precisely what is inferred from the “breath” being given to the image, the results are nothing short of life—for the image exhibits apparent intelligence and speaking abilities. 
Either way, the image appears convincingly lifelike. Have to wonder if this is somehow connected with the life of the humanoid robots... If the advancements of making men pregnant, and making it almost impossible to tell whether a humanoid robot is machine or human, at some point will develop with the ability to put a type of life-giving breath of life into apparent (albeit artificial) intelligence and speaking abilities...
The image probably plays a role in the sequence of events associated with the “abomination of desolation” spoken of by both Daniel (Daniel 11:31; 12:11   Daniel 9:27) and Jesus (Matthew 24:15):
The abomination of desolation, which the reader is to understand, includes the following elements: 
1. It occurs in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 11:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
2. It involves a person setting up a statue in place of the regular sacrifice in the holy of holies (Daniel 11:31; 12:11; Revelation 13:14-15). 
3. This results in the cessation of the regular sacrifice (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). 
4. There will be a time of about three-and-a-half years between this event . . . and the end of the time period (Daniel 9:27; 12:11). 
5. It involves an individual setting up a statue or image of himself so that he may be worshipped in place of God (Daniel 11:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:14-15). 
6. The image is made to come to life (Revelation 13:14). 
7. A worship system to this false god is thus inaugurated (2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:14-15). 
8. At the end of this time period the individual who commits the act will himself be cut off (Daniel 9:27).
This event occurs in the middle of the final week, after the Beast overcomes the two witnesses (Revelation 11:7). It is the signal for the flight of the Jewish remnant to the mountains and thereafter to the wilderness. 
that the image of the beast should . . . speak
This idol is unlike all previous idols which were mute (Psalm 115:5; 135:16; Jeremiah 10:5). The False Prophet spoke as a Dragon (Revelation 13:11) and that which he empowers continues in that same vein, ordering the death of those who refuse to worship.
cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed
This is the point of no return. The entire population of the earth is now divided into those who retain physical life, but forever lose spiritual life versus those who retain spiritual life, but are likely to lose physical life. The former are those who worship the Beast and his image. The latter refuse to worship at the cost of their physical lives. The only exceptions are the believing Jewish remnant which is hidden by God (Revelation 12:6, 14) and those who manage to stay alive underground within the Beast’s system (Revelation 18:4).
Many of those which refuse the mark and reside within the Beast’s system will be Gentiles who come to faith during this time of the end. Their survival will be precarious on two counts: (1) the Beast, his image, and the Harlot all seek their death; and (2) they will be unable to purchase the basic necessities of life. Many of them will achieve victory over the Beast, not by survival, but by persevering in martyrdom (Revelation 7:14-17; 20:4).
Those who worship the Beast and his image and take his mark are warned by an angel concerning the seriousness of what they are about to do (Revelation 14:9). This unique global warning indicates the irreversible nature of taking the mark. Taking the mark is akin to the unpardonable sin of Jesus’ day—there is no possibility of redemption once the mark is taken (Revelation 14:9-11). In stark contrast to the people of faith, they are eternally insecure. This is a unique situation to the time of the end. For what sin is there today from which the blood of Christ cannot redeem? Could not even the likes of a Hitler be saved if he had truly and sincerely repented prior to death? We answer a resounding “yes!” because we understand the priceless value of the blood of the Lamb which provides redemption for all sin (Revelation 5:9). For if Christ’s blood cannot atone for some specific sin, then there are two requirements for salvation, not one: receiving Christ by faith and avoiding this specific sin. May it never be!
Here, as at Christ’s First Coming, we have a unique situation where there is a specific act, which once participated in, moves the individual beyond all possibility of redemption. The act is the equivalent of eternal, permanent rejection of the Lamb. So blasphemous and foreordained are these that they are never afforded entry into the Book of Life, not even to be written and subsequently blotted out (Revelation 13:8; 17:8). Like those who commit the unpardonable sin, taking the mark is the equivalent of permanently rejecting Christ. 
Those who have victory over the Beast, his image, the mark, and the number of his name are seen in heaven prior to the pouring forth of the bowl judgments (Revelation 15:2   Revelation 16:2). Therefore, this command to take the mark must occur prior to the bowl judgments. Those who refuse to worship the Beast or his image and refuse his mark are “beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God” (Revelation 20:4). These live and reign with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom. When the third bowl judgment is poured forth, the remainder of the rivers and springs become blood. An angel explains this righteous judgment of God: 
“For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due” (Revelation 16:6).
The image which requires worship is typified by Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. Those who refused to bow down before it were cast into a furnace (Daniel 3:5). As the three young Hebrew men were preserved through the fire, so too will be those saints who live at the time of the end (Revelation 7:14; 15:2; 20:4).
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Application Questions:

1. Would I be taken up with the power and fooled by the creature that comes looking like a lambkin but speaking as a Dragon, because of the great wonders and miracles he performs? How do I know I would recognize the great counterfeiter?
2. Do I follow after a sign or does my relationship and inner witness of the Holy Spirit allow me to know Him enough to know what is Truth (HE is Truth) vs. a lie (Satan is the father of lies? 
3. How do I test the spirits[endnoteRef:33] to see if they are from God?  [33:  The King James Version (KJV) of 1 John 4:1 states:
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world."
Meaning and Context
Purpose of Testing Spirits
The verse instructs believers to test spiritual claims.
It emphasizes the need for discernment due to the presence of false prophets.
How to Test Spirits
The testing involves examining whether a spirit acknowledges Jesus Christ as having come in the flesh.
This is a key indicator of whether the spirit is from God.
Importance of Discernment
The message highlights the ongoing challenge of identifying true teachings in a world filled with misleading influences.
It encourages believers to be vigilant and discerning in their faith.
This guidance is crucial for maintaining a genuine relationship with God and ensuring that one's beliefs are rooted in truth.
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4. Who is being lifted up in the things I allow into my life: God/Jesus/Holy Spirit; or Satan/Antichrist/Beast/world system?
5. Are any of my allegiances rooted in fear?[endnoteRef:34] [34:  "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind." (KJV)
Interpretation
Spirit of Fear: This phrase indicates that fear is not from God. Instead, believers are encouraged to overcome fear.
Power: This refers to the strength and ability that God provides to face challenges and fulfill His purposes.
Love: Love is central to the Christian faith, emphasizing compassion and care for others.
Sound Mind: This suggests self-discipline and good judgment, enabling believers to make wise decisions.
Context of the Verse
This verse is part of a letter from Paul to Timothy, where Paul encourages Timothy to be bold in his faith and leadership. Timothy may have felt timid or fearful in his role, and Paul reassures him of the strength and support from God.
Related Verses
Romans 8:15: "For you did not receive a spirit of slavery that returns you to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption to sonship."
1 John 4:18: "There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear."
These verses reinforce the message that faith in God replaces fear with strength, love, and self-control.
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V.	The beast causes all to receive his mark, and doesn’t allow anyone to buy or sell except if he has the mark, the name of the beast or the number of his name, and that number is the number of a man, and his number is 666 (see footnote 35).

Revelation 13.16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:[endnoteRef:35] [35:  he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave
These are similar categories of persons who fled to the mountains and hid themselves in caves from the wrath of God and of the Lamb (Revelation 6:15). No matter what station or position a person has, they will all be treated absolutely equitably. Even the rich, who might normally expect to bribe their way around the requirement, have no exemption. So manic is the desire of the Dragon—and his empowered Beast—for all worship that he will treat the most powerful men on a par with the least in their requirement to render worship. 
(Here again is evidence against taking Nero as the Beast, for the requirement of worship is global: “The Neronian persecution was limited to Rome as far as the data tell us, and there is no evidence for it extending to the province of Asia at that time.”)
to receive a mark
 δῶση αὐτοῖς [dōsē autois], he should give them a mark. Another text reads δῶσιν αὐτοῖς [dōsin autois], they should give them a mark.
Mark is χάραγμα [charagma]: “From charassō, to engrave . . . denotes a mark or stamp.” It differs from στίγμα [stigma], such as Paul carried in his body (Gal. 6:17) which indicates a mark or scar “without special design, but carrying significance.” The mark here probably is of a specific design so as to be recognizable. It differs in emphasis from the seal (σφραγῖδα [sphragida]) placed on the 144,000 of Israel (Revelation 7:2). The mark emphasizes loyalty to the Beast but the seal emphasizes ownership by God. The only other occurrence of this word outside the book of Revelation is by Luke.
 “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped [graven, KJV; formed, NASB] by art and man’s devising” [emphasis added] (Acts 17:29).
 It is almost certainly visible: “Made by engraving, etching, imprinting, branding,” whereas the seal of God is probably invisible (Revelation 7:2). The seal of God is discernible by supernatural powers (Revelation 7:2; Revelation 9:4), the mark of the Beast by the government of the Beast.
[DeMar] equates the mark of Revelation 13 (Revelation 13:16) with the mark that is given to the 144,000 by the Lamb. “Will Jesus implant a microchip in the foreheads of the 144,000?” he asks. Here DeMar confuses things that must not be confused. As the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ does not need some kind of a visible mark to help Him watch over the 144,000. The Antichrist and his minions, however, are not divine. . . . Mention of an invisible mark in one place of Scripture need not imply that the mark in all other places is invisible.
A strictly literal translation of “the mark of the beast” might imply “a picture of the beast” or “a mark made by the beast.” A more satisfactory indication of the relationship between “mark” and “beast” would be “a mark showing one’s relationship to the beast” or “a mark of loyalty to the beast” or “a mark of the party of the beast.”
In summary, the mark of the beast would signify to the reader of the time that the recipient worshipped the beast as divine, acknowledged the beast’s authority, is devoted to the beast, and considers himself to be the beast’s property or slave to command.
The mark which is taken is the same for all:
This mark has nothing to do with credit, as is often taught today. In a credit system, everyone must have a different number. In this case, everyone has the same number. The purpose of the mark will be to serve as a sign of identification of those who will own the Antichrist as their god. Only those who have this number will be permitted to work, to buy, to sell, or simply to make a living. The verse does not speak of credit cards, banking systems, a cashless society, a one-world money system, or computers, etc. 
It is certainly within the realm of possibility for the mark to serve both as a single identifier of allegiance to the Beast and a globally unique identifier. All that is required is to combine an outward visible mark (indicating shared allegiance) with an invisible digital code (indicating unique identification). The external mark would function to readily cull the obedient from the disobedient while the invisible code would provide the necessary means for digital monetary exchange in the controlled economy of the end. As is typical of Satan’s schemes, the unique identifier would provide numerous benefits which would also serve as motivation to take the mark. The cost of refusing the mark is not just the risk of one’s life, but also the inability to participate in the global market. The details of the mark are not revealed by Scripture.
on their right hand
This implies a mark on the surface of the hand. Such a mark has several advantages from the perspective of the Beast.
It requires the worshiper to permanently deface his body as an act of homage.
It provides a ready means to identify those without the mark.
It is immune to the fragility of technical systems—especially given the disruptive nature of the time of the end.
On the other hand, a low-technology implementation has the disadvantage of being subject to ready falsification. Perhaps the answer is found in a combination of both externally visible and internal (implanted) technology:
While I admit that the preposition epi is used, this does not consign the futurist interpretation [of an implanted mark] to sudden death. If this mark were purely on the surface of the skin, the resultant loss of skin, as happens regularly with people, would mean the mark would disappear. For this mark to have any degree of permanence it must, in some sense, be “in” the tissue. The use of επι [epi] doesn’t really deny that. it is simply saying that the mark is visible to someone, or to some device such as a scanner. In fact the word “mark” (charagma) comes from the verb charasso which means “to cut to a point, then to inscribe.” It is really not farfetched to see the phrase as describing some kind of minor surgery—a “cutting to a point”—for the insertion of a chip that will be “inscribed” with data.
Revelation 14:9-10 and 20:4 make it plain that no one bearing the mark of the Beast will enter eternal life. Indeed, it will be better to enter eternal life maimed than to be cast into hell-fire whole. This is a time in which Jesus’ injunction to cut off one’s hand (Matthew 18:8) can be taken literally,
or on their foreheads
The high priest wore a plate of pure gold upon his forehead with the engraving, “HOLINESS TO THE LORD” (Ex. 28:36-38). It declared him to be one who was set aside for the purpose and ministry of God (a saint). Ezekiel was shown a vision where those to be spared God’s judgment receive a mark on their foreheads (Eze. 9:4). Harlots wore a mark on their forehead identifying their harlotry (Jeremiah 3:3; Revelation 17:5). The 144,000 sealed of Israel have the name of the Father and of the Lamb written on their foreheads (Revelation 14:1   Revelation 7:3). See commentary on Revelation 7:3.
In all of these examples, the mark identifies the category to which the person belongs and serves as an indication of character, as does the mark of the Beast. Those who take it are completely opposed to God and unwilling to repent in the face of overwhelming evidence of His judgment. 
The placement of the mark on the hand or forehead brings to mind the command God gave through Moses that the children of Israel would faithfully teach His commands to their children.
And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (De 6:6-9   Ex. 13:9, 16) [emphasis added]
In response to these instructions, the Jews developed phylacteries, small scrolls which contained God’s law and which were bound to the hand or head. The phylacteries differ from the mark of the Beast in that they were attached to the left hand. “Tefillin (phylacteries) are small tightly rolled scrolls that contain passages from Exodus and Deuteronomy. They were placed in boxes that were tied to the head or left arm. The mezuzot were placed in ornamental cases that were attached to the doorpost of a house.” Although the mark of the Beast is on the right hand rather than the left, the similarity to the instructions given by God to Israel in remembrance of the law is striking.
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Revelation 13.17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name[endnoteRef:36]. [36:  no one may buy or sell
In order to enforce worship of the Beast and his image, the mark is tied to his global economic system. Those who refuse the mark are automatically cut off from the global economy. They are driven underground to rely either upon supernatural provision (as the woman in the wilderness of Revelation 12:6) or the black market. Some manage to survive outside the global economy, including the “sheep” in the Sheep and Goat Judgment at the return of Christ to take up His kingdom(Matthew 25:31-32). The sheep have provided for the dire needs of Jesus’ “brethren” during this time, but they themselves have been without the mark. For it is not possible to take the mark and remain among the redeemed who enter the kingdom (Revelation 14:9-11).
There are several aspects of modern technology which will likely contribute to the control of the global economy under the Beast. First, the mark itself may be tied into a cashless system of exchange. While Scripture does not say this, how effective it would be to do away with all means of value exchange except for that which requires the mark. Second, the use of modern identifying marks, such as bar codes, on items of commerce facilitates tracking their whereabouts and distribution. With sophisticated inventory systems it becomes much more difficult to supply the black market “off the record.”
The degree to which technology plays in the system of the end is pure speculation. It may utilize systems of identification, tracking, and exchange yet unknown to us. Or it may use the oldest of technologies—tattoos or similar. The desire of the Beast to catch every possible violator argues for a high-technology solution which is more difficult to forge. The disruptive conditions on the earth during the time of the end argue for a low-technology solution.
Unless they have the mark or the name of the beast or the number of his name
The Text Receptus indicates three alternatives: (1) the mark, or (2) the name of the beast, or (3) the number of his name. The MT and NU texts* indicate just two alternatives: the mark which is: (1) the name of the beast, or (2) the number of his name. In any event, the mark embodies information pertaining to the name of the Beast.
*Some translators believe that one should simply accept the reading that occurs the most often in the manuscripts. They advocate for the Majority Text. Others think that the Greek text that is the basis of the King James Version is the best to follow. These advocate the “received text” or, in Latin, the Textus Receptus. Finally, most scholars today prefer the eclectic text, such as represented by the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament. This is a text that has been reconstructed by careful study of all available manuscripts using textual criticism.
Textual criticism is the art and science of comparing all the places where the copies differ and determining what the original wording must have been—the wording that can best explain all the differences. See https://www.gotquestions.org/Nestle-Aland-Greek-New-Testament.html for more complete explanation of differences between texts.
the number of his name
In all its forms, gematria has been used to try to find hidden meanings in seemingly ordinary things. In a number of cultures, it was used to validate belief in a mystical relationship between a number and an event. For example, calculating the values of the names of two combatants would theoretically predict the winner of a conflict. When applied to a person’s name, it was used in onomancy, a kind of fortune-telling. Gematria has almost always been associated with astrology and divination, which is condemned in Scripture. That doesn’t mean it’s always wrong, but it’s worth mentioning in this assessment. 
Keep in mind that those who apply gematria to the Bible are looking for hidden meaning in the text. Edward F. Vallowe, in Biblical Mathematics, says this: “Only to the students of the Word, those to whom God’s Spirit has given spiritual insight, will the code be plain.” This is problematic, as we shall see below.
As we study the Bible, we’ll find numerous examples of number patterns (no pun intended). The 12 tribes of Israel are echoed in Jesus’ 12 disciples. The Israelites’ 40 years of wandering in the wilderness are echoed in Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness. You get the idea. By making note of these patterns, we may be able to more clearly understand how God’s plan has been in action from the beginning. Where God has used these numbers, we should explore His intentions. This is a good thing to do.
Its unreliable... Gematria isn’t a precise system. It’s messy and unreliable. There’s tons of room for varying interpretations, and the numbers often don’t fit at all. 
In another simple example, calculating the number of Revelation’s “beast” has led to theories that literally hundreds of different people were presumed to be the prophesied anti-christ. Would you like to see a few phrases that add up to 666?
Grand Canyon
Zion Indeed
American Beer Day
My Name is God
Satanic Abominations
The Beast is Pooh Bear
This is a Hoax
No kidding. Those all add up to 666. It’s literally impossible to derive any meaningful information from a system this imprecise… and it’s literally possible to arrive at virtually any meaning, if you’re looking for something specific... We can create our own patterns, which then leads us to believe that we’ve discovered something important, even if we haven’t.
Here’s what early theologian Irenaeus had to say about calculating the number of the beast:
“It is therefore more certain, and less hazardous, to await the fulfillment of the prophecy, than to be making surmises, and casting about for any names that may present themselves, inasmuch as many names can be found possessing the number mentioned; and the same question will, after all, remain unsolved.”
While there are number patterns in Scripture, consider what gematria says about God: the claim is that He hid important messages in the text, and that we will either discover these secrets or remain spiritually ignorant. However: that’s the opposite of what we see in Scripture. God’s messages are plain for all to see. At Sinai, He spoke to all of the Israelites and said that they would be His people and He would be their God. When Jesus was asked, He revealed that He is the Messiah. Commentators throughout the ages mention how obvious God’s words are, and how Israel kept messing up in spite of it. While there are definitely passages of Scripture that seem obscure, almost all of the Bible is pretty straightforward.
In contrast, Gnostics believed that true spirituality could be found in secret, hidden information that’s only known by a few. Much of the New Testament was written to combat Gnosticism, which casts serious doubt on whether gematria can bring spiritual wisdom. I would suggest that it cannot.
In the end, diligent students of the Bible (which should include every believer) will find great meaning in the clear patterns found there. Those who look for secrets in the text may find something… but it’s unlikely God put it there. https://godwords.org/how-should-christians-view-gematria/
Again, there is evidence that the number is the same for all who receive it:
Doubtless, the invention of computers and the introduction of a “cashless society” would aid in the enforcement of an economic boycott against Christians. However, the mark is the “name of the beast or the number of his name” (Revelation 13:17) not the name or number that identifies each individual citizen.
The identity of this mark is a matter of much debate. Some interpreters believe it is an actual mark – a brand burned into the skin, or a tattoo. Others point to imperial coins that bear the image of the emperor. Futurists say it could be a microchip planted just beneath the skin. Others argue that John’s language is figurative, referring to people’s thoughts (foreheads) and deeds (right hands) as they place their trust in the first beast and pledge their allegiance to him.
The Greek word translated “mark” is charagma and denotes the official stamp of the Caesar. This stamp is applied to documents to certify them. In whatever manner the mark is taken, it seems clear that it is used to verify those who have submitted themselves to the first beast and to separate them from those who withhold their worship from the Antichrist.
Some commentators say the mark is used in much the same way as Christian baptism, by which believers publicly declare their faith in Jesus and enter into the fellowship of the church. And as John’s audience knows, the Holy Spirit seals believers – that is, places God’s mark of ownership on them and guarantees their future glorification (Ephesians 1:13-14). As a counterbalance to this public display of subservience to the King of kings, the false prophet compels everyone who prefers an earthly kingdom to a heavenly one to publicly profess fealty to the beast.
“John wishes to be quite clear with the members of the churches he addresses: in the case of conflict, there remains nothing else for them to do than to accept the forfeiture of such civil rights [as given those who take the mark]. For the mark of belonging to Jesus Christ is irreconcilable with that of the beast because with each of them a legally binding relationship is founded, although in diametrically distinctive ways” (Roloff, p. 165).
https://oncedelivered.net/2013/11/05/he-requires-everyone-to-be-given-a-mark-revelation-1316-17/
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Revelation 13.18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six[endnoteRef:37]. [37:  Here is wisdom
This phrase indicates that what follows constitutes a riddle of sorts requiring great wisdom to comprehend. A similar statement introduces the riddle of the seven heads of the beast (Revelation 17:9). “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter” (Proverbs 25:2). When Daniel was puzzled about the revelation given to him, he was told that “the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. . . none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand” (Daniel 12:9-10). Although the book of Revelation is not a sealed book (Revelation 22:10), undoubtedly a similar principle attends this passage: those living at the time of the fulfillment will be best positioned to understand the full meaning of what is related. Until that time, history is full of names conjectured to fulfill the riddle of this verse. 
His number is six hundred and sixty six
Discussion on the meaning of this value and its association with individuals and movements of history is legend. “The interpretations of this number form a jungle from which escape is apparently hopeless.”
The threefold representation of “6,” the number of man, may be connected with the three key players in the kingdom of the Beast of the end: “Possibly the threefold occurrence of the number six is a vague imitation of the trinity formed by [the Beast’s] association with the devil and the false prophet.” 
Various passages of Scripture hint at the character of the Beast using values which employ six, including the number of fingers and toes on the godless giants of old (2Samuel 21:20; 1Chronicles 20:6); Goliath who had a height of six cubits, six pieces of armor, and a spear’s head weighing six hundred shekels of iron (1Samuel 17:4-7); Nebuchadnezzar, whose “image” was sixty cubits high and six cubits wide (Daniel 3:1); and even Solomon’s wages of six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold (1Kings 10:14). 
Ultimately, it is fruitless for us to employ this number in speculation as to the identity of the Beast.
The value of the number in and of itself is too broad—too many historic names can be made to generate “666.” 
The number of his name is perhaps the least important clue among many attributes which Scripture set forth concerning the identity and ministry of this individual. Certainly it is the most elastic.
While the Restrainer remains (2 Thessalonians 2:7), he will not be revealed. No amount of conjecture or analysis will bring him forth prior to God’s timing. While there are no preconditions for the removal of the Restrainer, he could continue to restrain for decades or even centuries beyond our present time.
What we can be sure of is that the value given in this passage will enable believers of the end, when combined with the many other Scriptural clues, to positively identify the individual. Gematria does not seem possible to be involved in the final understanding of the number:
A similar use of nous and sophia occurs in Revelation 17:9, where John calls attention to the identity of the beast ridden by the harlot. What John seems to be asking for in both cases is divine discernment and not mathematical ingenuity! Believers need to penetrate the deception of the beast. John’s reference to his number will help them to recognize his true character and identity.
The better part of wisdom is to be content that the identification is not yet available, but will be when the future false Christ ascends to his throne. The person to whom 666 applies must have been future to John’s time, because John clearly meant the number to be recognizable to someone. If it was not discernible to his generation and those immediately following him—and it was not—the generation to whom it will be discernible must have lain (and still lies) in the future. Past generations have provided many illustrations of this future personage, but all past candidates have proven inadequate as fulfillments. Christians from generation to generation may manifest the same curiosity as the prophets of old regarding their own prophecies (1Peter 1:10-11), but their curiosity will remain unsatisfied until the time of fulfillment arrives.
For those who are in the Church Age, the number of the Beast, as fascinating a puzzle as it may be, is of relatively little importance. [Even though] the Church may [or may not] be present when he is revealed, [t]his [puzzle] is by design for we are to maintain a watch for Christ, not Antichrist! We are commanded to look for our bridegroom, not a coming global despot.  

W.A. Criswell, who argues that the Antichrist is yet future, insists that no one will be able to discern the meaning of 666 until the time comes. He writes, 
“There is only one thing about it [the number 666] that we know and that is this: six is the number of a man; six – falling short of the perfect seven. Man was created on the sixth day. He is to work six of the seven days. A Hebrew slave could not be a slave more than six years. The fields were to be sown not more than six years and then they were to be allowed to rest on a Sabbath. Six is the number of a man…. All that I can say in the present light is this: The beast, in his number, represents the ultimate of all human ingenuity and competence. The most mankind will ever be able to attain to is beneath the perfect seven” (Expository Sermons on Revelation, Vol. 4, pp. 121-22).
https://oncedelivered.net/2013/11/19/the-number-of-the-beast-is-666-revelation-1318/#more-2564
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Application Questions:

1. How is the mark of belonging to Jesus Christ evident in my life?
2. How do I demonstrate that I am His, bought with a price, one with Him[endnoteRef:38] so that it is clear my commitment is marked and irreconcilable with that of the beast because a legally spiritually binding relationship is existent that makes another mark or allegiance impossible? [38:  1 Corinthians 6.17-20  17But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.
] 

3. Do I Set [my] affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Col 3.2) and have I seen [the promises of God] afar off, and [are] persuaded of them, and embrace... them, and confess... [by my choices] that [I am one of His] strangers and pilgrims on the earth (Hebrews 11.13)? 
4. Does my life clearly demonstrate that I am part of this company in Hebrews 11: 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country... 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city? 
5. Do I serve God or mammon[endnoteRef:39] and how is my service evident in my daily life? [39:  Understanding Matthew 6:24
Key Message
Matthew 6:24 emphasizes that one cannot serve both God and mammon (wealth or material possessions). The verse states:
"No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."
Meaning of Mammon
Mammon refers to wealth or material goods. In biblical context, it often symbolizes the pursuit of riches over spiritual well-being. The verse suggests that prioritizing wealth can lead to neglecting one's relationship with God.
Implications of Serving Two Masters
Mutually Exclusive Goals: Pursuing both God and wealth is seen as contradictory. Devotion to one will lead to disdain for the other.
Spiritual Consequences: Focusing on material wealth can cloud judgment and distract from spiritual duties.
Conclusion
The teaching encourages individuals to choose their priorities wisely, advocating for a commitment to spiritual values over material gain.


https://www.4truthministry.org/ezekiel-38-war-on-israel/
https://www.prophecysigns.com/ps9-abomination-of-desolation-aod
https://revelationexplained.org/who-is-the-antichrist-revelation-13/
https://www.4truthministry.org/will-christians-know-who-the-antichrist-will-be/
https://www.4truthministry.org/the-great-harlot/
https://www.4truthministry.org/ezekiel-38-war-on-israel/
https://www.4truthministry.org/the-beast-from-the-sea/#beast-meaning
https://beyondleftbehind.com/mark-of-the-beast-economy/
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Summary:  Getting power from the Dragon, the beast rises from fallen humanity, seeking universal worship, given vast power, authority, influence, intimidation, ferocity and a miracle-mirroring resurrection (which inspires worldwide amazement and furthers his aspirations to exalt himself above God), and using his power against God and all God represents, makes war with the saints to overcome them (and all whose names are not written in the book of the life of the Lamb); then another beast comes out of the earth with horns as a lamb, speaking as a Dragon (looks harmless yet isn’t), exercising all power of the first beast and causing the earth to worship the first beast, deceiving everyone by means of great wonders and miracles which he had the power to do in the sight of the beast, influencing that they should make an image to the beast, and giving power to the image so that it should speak and cause as many as wouldn’t worship the image to be killed, and causing all to receive his mark, not allowing anyone to buy or sell except he has the mark, the name of the beast or the number of his name, which is the number of a man, 666 (see footnote 38).

Aim:  This passage would cause me to...  
· [And when these things begin to come to pass, then...] look up, and lift up [my] head[s]; for [my] redemption draweth nigh. Luke 21.28
· [If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.] 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Colossians 3.2
· Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.  [2 Timothy 2.19-20  - Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 20But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour....]
· 2 Peter 3.11-12   11What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  
· 2 Peter 3.13 ...according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
· 2 Peter 3.14 ...Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
· 2 Peter 3.17   ...seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 
· 2 Peter 3.18 ...grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Daniel’s Little Horn versus The Beast of Revelation

Characteristic Daniel’s Little Horn Beast of Revelation
Mouth Speaks pompous words (Dan. 7:8», 11», 20, 25»; 11:36»). Blasphemes against God, His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven (Rev. 13:6»).
Duration of Authority * | Saints given into his hand for time, times, and half a time (Dan. 7:25»). | Given authority for 42 months (Rev. 13:5»).
Persecutes the Saints | Prevails over saints #25-#20 (Dan. 7:21», 25»). Overcomes saints #16#201 (Rev. 12:11»; 13:7», 15»; 20:4»).
Global Rule Dan. 7:21-25» Rev. 13:7» #16-#1]
AKing Dan. 7:24» Rev. 17:10-11»
A Man Eyes like a man (Dan. 7:8», 20»). The number of a man (Rev. 13:18»).
Destined for Perdition |Dan. 7:11» 2Th. 2:3; Rev. 17:8», 11»; 19:20»; 20:10»

Time of Destruction When saints receive kingdom (Dan. 7:26-27»). When saints receive kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6»).





