Revelation 14 – 
Keep the commandments and the faith of Jesus; the hour of judgment is come.

Revelation 14.1   And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads. 
Revelation 14.2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 
Revelation 14.3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 
Revelation 14.4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 
Revelation 14.5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.
Revelation 14.6   And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
Revelation 14.7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 
Revelation 14.8  And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
Revelation 14.9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
Revelation 14.10  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
Revelation 14.11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
Revelation 14.12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
Revelation 14.13   And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 
Revelation 14.14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 
Revelation 14.15  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
Revelation 14.16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 
Revelation 14.17  And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 
Revelation 14.18  And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
Revelation 14.19   And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
Revelation 14.20  And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.

Summary[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Taken from https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230115p-128393
] 

Tonight in our study of the book of Revelation we get our first glimpse at a trailer, [a forecast of what is to come] for Jesus’ ultimate victory over all of His enemies. We’re looking at the seven-year Tribulation, which is described in Revelation chapters 6-18. In Revelation 11.15, the seventh angel sounded his seventh trumpet and that initiated the seven vials/bowls, those judgments that come at the very end of the Tribulation. Think of vial/bowl, not like a shallow vial or a deep mixing bowl, but think of it more like a shallow saucer that can easily be dumped. The bowl judgments come at the very end as God takes back this planet from the usurpers. But even though they are introduced to us at the end of chapter 11, we don’t learn the contents of those bowl judgments until chapters 15 through 18. 
Chapters 12 through 14 remember, are the third Interlude in the book of Revelation, and is very significant for the theology of the entire book. Although these chapters describe events that unfold mostly during the seven-year Tribulation, they also describe some events that reach back from the fall of Satan forward until the millennial kingdom and specifically to the Second Coming.
The first interlude follows the sixth seal (Revelation 7). 
The first interlude introduces the sealed people of God (7:1-8) and then launches into a vision of the people of God in the New Jerusalem, before God’s throne (7:9-17).
The second interlude follows the sixth trumpet (Revelation 10:1-11:13).
The third interlude (Revelation 12-14) follows the first part of the seventh trumpet (Revelation 11:14-19). 
The second and third interludes reveal aspects of the conflict between the two kingdoms, that is, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the Dragon.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://exegeticaltools.com/2020/05/24/the-structure-of-revelation/
] 

Here is the outline of these three chapters that are the Interlude in the middle of this book:
1. Chapter 12 is a description of Satan’s long war against God, His Messiah, and His people. Describes that long war from beginning to end. 
2. Chapter 13 we met Satan’s generals in one part of that war, the Tribulation, the seven-year Tribulation. In the beginning of chapter 13 we met the beast from the sea, that’s the false Christ, the antichrist. In the second half of chapter 13 we saw the beast from the earth, the false prophet. 
3. Chapter 14 we will begin to see Satan’s defeat at the hand of Jesus Christ. A sort of thematic statement of Revelation 14 can be condensed in this way. When we study it, it will seem like various parts and it seems hard to know how it all connects. Here’s how it connects: Revelation 14 provides a powerful preview of the Lamb’s final victory with the eternal defeat of His enemies and the eternal reward of His followers. That’s what this chapter is all about. 
Having just studied Chapter 13 with the antichrist and the false prophet and now facing  Chapter 14, we are going to notice that there are a number of stark contrasts: intentional stark contrasts.
· Chapter 13 is dominated by Antichrist. Chapter 14 by the Lamb. 
· Chapter 13 is dominated by Satan and demons. Chapter 14 by the holy angels. 
· Chapter 13 is dominated by unbelievers. Chapter 14 by true believers. 
· Chapter 13 by marked by sin, lies and falsehoods. Chapter 14 by righteousness and truth.
· Chapter 13 is marked by blasphemy and idolatrous worship. Chapter 14 by praise and genuine worship of the true God. 
· Chapter 13, there are those who are sealed with the mark of the beast. In chapter 14, those who are sealed with the mark of God and of the Lamb. 
· In chapter 13 sin and rebellion against God appears to run rampant and completely unpunished. Chapter 14 all sinners are condemned under the judgment of Jesus Christ, the Lamb. 
· In chapter 13 you have the exultation of the antichrist. In chapter 14, you have the exultation of Jesus Christ.
So, get ready. This is like a shock to the system when we transition from Chapter 13 to Chapter 14. It’s like Biblical whiplash as we look ahead. Chapter 14 looks ahead and it gives us in summary a preview of what’s coming. It is a kind of trailer for the rest of the Tribulation period. This chapter, this preview of Jesus’ ultimate victory, unfolds in five dramatic scenes. That’s what we’ll study in this Chapter. It all points to Christ, it all points to His bringing everything to its end, to its conclusion.
1. Verses 1-5 Jesus returns and gathers with His 144,000 witnesses in Jerusalem. 
2. Verses 6 and 7 through His angel, Jesus preaches the gospel to the world.
3. Verse 8, through His angel Jesus proclaims the fall of Antichrist’s empire. 
4. Verses 9-13, again through His angel Jesus announces the impending judgment of mankind. 
5. Verses 14-20, Jesus initiates the final harvest of earth’s people. 

[bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.536-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.529-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.38-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.50-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.721-3.14.1][bookmark: 58953][bookmark: 5.4.284-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.283-3.14.1][bookmark: 58955]In the previous chapter, the future looked very bleak for the saints. The Beast arose from the sea, empowered by the dragon, and was given authority over the saints in 13.5. The False Prophet aided the Beast in his ascendancy and worldwide worship in 13:11-13. An image of the Beast was made which required worship of the image and of the Beast at the cost of one’s life in 13:15.
[bookmark: 5.4.719-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.597-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.653-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.668-3.14.1]Here, the focus moves back from the earth, under the control of the Beast, to the heavenly realm where the justice and sovereignty of God are once again emphasized. All is not as it appears on the earth below. For the ultimate judge is on His throne, redeeming men from the midst of the Tribulation.
[bookmark: 5.4.498-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.307-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.318-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.715-3.14.1]John is shown the firstfruits of the redeemed of Israel, an indication of many more Jews yet to come. He is also shown a threefold angelic witness:
1. [bookmark: 5.4.235-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.525-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.375-3.14.1]The final global presentation of the gospel to all men representing their last opportunity to accept salvation before taking the mark of the Beast.
2. [bookmark: 5.4.285-3.14.1][bookmark: 5.4.42-3.14.1]The declaration of the certain and imminent destruction of Babylon.
3. The divine warning concerning the gravity of worshiping the Beast and taking his mark.
[bookmark: 5.4.251-3.14.1]John is also shown the incredibly difficult conditions under which the saints of the end must prevail and the final harvest at the end of the age, the subject of so much of Jesus’ teaching.[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/14.html#58200
] 


I.  	The Lamb stands on Mt. Zion with the 144,000 with His Father’s name written in the foreheads, and God speaks (as the voice of many waters and the voice of a great thunder) and the voice of harpers harping is heard... .  ...A new song before the throne is sung before the beasts and elders and no man can learn it but the 144,0000 undefiled virgins, redeemed from the earth, who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, redeemed from among men, with no guile in their mouths, without fault before the throne: the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb.
	Shorter: The Lamb stands on Mt. Zion with the 144,000 with His Father’s name written in the foreheads, and God speaks with the voice of many waters and a great thunder and the voice of harpers harping is heard... .  ...A new song before the throne is sung before the beasts and elders which no man can learn it but the 144,0000 redeemed from among men from the earth who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, without fault before the throne: the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb.

Revelation 14.1   And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb* stood on the mount Sion,** and with him an hundred forty and four thousand,*** having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.****
Revelation 14.2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder:✞ and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:   
Revelation 14.3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, ✞✞ and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. ❣️
Revelation 14.4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.❣️❣️ These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.❣️❣️❣️ These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.❣️❣️❣️❣️
Revelation 14.5 And in their mouth was found no guile: [image: ] for they are without fault [image: ][image: ] before the throne of God. [image: ][image: ][image: ]

* The "Lamb" is a title for Jesus Christ, emphasizing His role as the sacrificial offering for humanity's sins. This imagery is rooted in the Passover lamb of Exodus 12 and the prophetic vision of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53, particularly 
Isaiah 537 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
In Revelation, the Lamb symbolizes victory through sacrifice, contrasting with worldly power and is a central figure symbolizing redemption and victory over evil. 

** The picture of the Lamb who is standing on Mount Zion reflects that He is the ultimate servant leader (Lamb) as well as the King of all kings (Mount Zion) who has authority over all the world. This is similar to the pairing of Jesus pictured as both Lamb (servant) and Lion (king) in Revelation 5:5-6. Jesus the Son will soon take over ruling over the earth from the beast who is the false son of the false trinity of Satan.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+14:1
] 

Mount Zion is a significant biblical location, often representing the city of Jerusalem and the spiritual center of God's kingdom. Mount Zion is associated with God's presence and the fulfillment of His promises. In prophetic literature, Zion is depicted as the place where God will establish His rule and gather His people. 
· Psalm 2.6  Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.  
· Joel 2.32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
· Obadiah 1.17, .21   But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. 21And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S.
· Isaiah 2.2-3  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
· Psalms 48:1-2, v. 8   1Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 8As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah.
· Micah 4.1, .7 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.  7 And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.
Some commentators see this Mount Zion as the heavenly Zion referred to in Galatians 4.26 (26But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.)   In this thinking, the 144,000 are victims of this beast, and are now in heaven with Jesus. But that view doesn’t seem to match with the context at all. It also makes us wonder what good God’s seal on the 144,000 amounted to (Revelation 7.4). The 144,000 are like [Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego] who survived the fiery furnace in Daniel 3.19-25. They prove God’s ability to preserve His people.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-14/
] 


*** The 144,000 is represents a complete and perfect group of God's people. It is derived from the 12 tribes of Israel multiplied by 12,000, indicating fullness and divine order. This group is first mentioned in Revelation 7.4 (see below), (at the beginning of the tribulation) where they are sealed for protection during tribulation, and in Revelation 14.1 we see them in triumph at the end of the tribulation.
         Revelation 14 will answer two important questions raised by Revelation 13. The beast of Revelation 13 was terrifying and awesome; he even can make war against the saints and overcome them (Revelation 13.7). So it is fair to ask, “Is the beast completely victorious over all God’s people?” The presence of the 144,000 on Mount Zion with the Lamb emphatically says “no.” The second question has to do with this Satanic dictator himself: “What happens to the beast and his followers?” The rest of Revelation 14 will answer that question.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-14/
] 


****144,000 have His Father’s name written in their foreheads*.
*God’s Name is written in their foreheads. Visible to all, Identifying them as God’s property and as such under His protection. His Name covering their mind and the way they think. Showing service and holiness, and their identity in Christ and dedication to God as a servant. 
Revelation 7.1-7 1And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
Ezekiel 9.4-6 4“Go throughout the city of Jerusalem,” said the LORD, “and put a mark on the foreheads of the men sighing and groaning over all the abominations committed there.” 5And as I listened, He said to the others, “Follow him through the city and start killing; do not show pity or spare anyone!  6Slaughter the old men, the young men and maidens, the women and children; but do not go near anyone who has the mark. Now begin at My sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the temple.
The 144,000 who were chosen to be sealed in Revelation 7 consist of twelve thousand from each of the twelve tribes, as we saw in Revelation 7:4-8.
Those who accepted the mark of the Beast on their foreheads and right hands from Revelation 13:16-17 are contrasted with the 144,000 who have His name [the name of the Lamb] and the name of His Father written on their foreheads (v. 1). One group has the mark of the beast and one group has the mark of the Father. We can reasonably say that the beast’s mark is of his father as well, who is the dragon who is also Satan and the devil (Revelation 13:2).
The 144,000 who are sealed with the name of the Father are called “bond-servants of our God.” These saints of God will serve Jesus while those who take the mark of the beast will serve the beast.
The two groups with the two marks (beast or God) appear to result from a binary choice. In this era at the end of the age, it appears that people will be required to openly choose between taking the mark of the beast or to avoid taking that mark and be servants of God. It appears that indifference will no longer be an option. We will see in Revelation 14:6-7 that an angel flying in mid-heaven will make an overt invitation to serve God instead of the Beast.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+14:1
] 

The writing of names on the foreheads signifies ownership, identity and protection by God. It contrasts with the mark of the beast mentioned in 
Revelation 13:16-17  16And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
This imagery reflects the ancient practice of marking slaves or soldiers to indicate allegiance. In Exodus 28 the high priest wore a plate on his forehead inscribed with "Holy to the Lord," paralleling the idea of being marked for God’s service and holiness. The seal represents the believers' identity in Christ and their dedication to God, echoing the priestly blessing in Numbers 6:24-27.*

*Numbers 6:24-27  24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 27And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.

Note: Again, what was the purpose of this seal? It was a guarantee of their safety until their mission was accomplished. It was given to protect them as they carried out their witness of the gospel and of Jesus Christ. God promised to secure them from the continuing destruction that He Himself would bring on this planet and to physically protect them from their enemies until they had accomplished His mission. Satan, the antichrist, the false prophet, the entire world of unbelievers desperately will try to kill these preachers of the gospel. But God will mark them as those who cannot be harmed until He is finished. Apart from His permission and His will not one of them will be harmed. It is a mark of protection. But it’s also a mark of ownership. This seal marks them as belonging to God and to the Lamb, in the same way that the mark of the beast marked them as worshipping and belonging to Antichrist. So there you see in verse 1, they’re with their Lord, they’re with the One they bore witness to, in many cases, with their lives. They’re reunited with Him. ...That’s not only the passion of the people of Christ; that’s Christ’s passion for His people; to be with them.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230115p-128393
] 

Note: Just as the 144,000 have the name of the Lamb and the Father on their foreheads, believers today are called to find their identity in Christ. This identity should influence every aspect of our lives, guiding our actions and decisions.  The 144,000 are a model of faithfulness amidst trials. Christians are encouraged to remain steadfast in their faith, trusting in God's promises and protection. The sealing of the 144,000 serves as a reminder of the assurance believers have in their salvation. It is a call to live confidently, knowing that God has marked us as His own.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-14/
] 

When the blood of the Lamb (representing the cost of our being sealed as God’s own through the blood of Christ) was applied to the doorposts of the Israelites before the 10th and final plague of Egypt came upon them (the death of the firstborn), it marked the homes where the destruction would pass over God’s own. 
Exodus 11.7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.
See Endnote  [endnoteRef:10]  for Scriptures showing how God marks those that are His and puts a difference between His children and the children of the world. [10:  Exodus 8:22-23 But on that day I will give special treatment to the land of Goshen, where My people live; no swarms of flies will be found there. In this way you will know that I, the LORD, am in the land. / I will make a distinction between My people and your people. This sign will take place tomorrow.’”
Exodus 9:4 But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that no animal belonging to the Israelites will die.’”
Exodus 9:26 The only place where it did not hail was in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived.
Exodus 10:23 No one could see anyone else, and for three days no one left his place. Yet all the Israelites had light in their dwellings.
Exodus 12:13 The blood on the houses where you are staying will be a sign; when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No plague will fall on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
Exodus 12:27 you are to reply, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He struck down the Egyptians and spared our homes.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped.
Exodus 12:29-30 Now at midnight the LORD struck down every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon, as well as all the firstborn among the livestock. / During the night Pharaoh got up—he and all his officials and all the Egyptians—and there was loud wailing in Egypt; for there was no house without someone dead.
Exodus 14:19-20 And the angel of God, who had gone before the camp of Israel, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from before them and stood behind them, / so that it came between the camps of Egypt and Israel. The cloud was there in the darkness, but it lit up the night. So all night long neither camp went near the other.
Numbers 23:23 For there is no spell against Jacob and no divination against Israel. It will now be said of Jacob and Israel, ‘What great things God has done!’
Deuteronomy 7:15 And the LORD will remove from you all sickness. He will not lay upon you any of the terrible diseases you knew in Egypt, but He will inflict them on all who hate you.
Psalm 91:7-8 Though a thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand, no harm will come near you. / You will only see it with your eyes and witness the punishment of the wicked.
Isaiah 43:3-4 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. / Because you are precious and honored in My sight, and because I love you, I will give men in exchange for you and nations in place of your life.
Isaiah 63:9 In all their distress, He too was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them. In His love and compassion He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
Jeremiah 30:11 For I am with you to save you, declares the LORD. Though I will completely destroy all the nations to which I have scattered you, I will not completely destroy you. Yet I will discipline you justly, and will by no means leave you unpunished.”
Ezekiel 34:30 Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are My people,’ declares the Lord GOD.
] 


✞ Job 37:2-5: "Listen closely to the thunder of His voice... God thunders with His voice wondrously; He does great things which we cannot comprehend."
Psalm 29:3-4: "The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty."
2 Samuel 22:14: "The LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered His voice."
I Samuel 7:10 says: “The Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day against the Philistines and confused them, so that they were routed before Israel.”
There are times in scripture when it seems that God does enough of a miracle so that those who will believe in Him will do so – but also leaves just enough room for doubt so that someone who does NOT want to believe may explain it another way if they are so inclined to. This episode is an example of that:
The Philistines were coming to battle Israel and God “thundered with a great thunder against (them)” the text tells us. The Bible records it as the hand of God working for His people. But a skeptic might protest, “It doesn’t prove it was a miracle; it could have just been a coincidence that it thundered right at the time of battle.” Those who believe will see it as God’s handiwork. But those who are not inclined to believe will choose to see it otherwise.
This episode is similar in that way to one in the New Testament, in John 12. Jesus had just prayed before a multitude, “Father, glorify Thy name.” “Then a voice came out of heaven: ‘I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.’” (:28) What is interesting is the response of the multitude. Some obviously heard what God said. “Others were saying, ‘an angel has spoken to Him.’” But others were saying “it had thundered.” (:29) All the people heard the same thing; some attributed it to God, others said that it was just thunder.
Thus we see that our response to the works of God reveals our hearts. We human beings are not nearly as “objective” as we would like to think we are. If we are inclined to believe in God, we will see His hand in a variety of situations, and credit Him for it. But if we are disinclined to believe, there is usually some other explanation which will suffice, be it “thunder” or whatever. And it seems to be in the plan of God that He often shows just enough of Himself for some to believe – but often also leaves His work just ambiguous enough that those who would prefer to doubt can find another explanation if they so will.
This is not limited to instances in scripture; we see the same thing in countless modern experiences as well. If a Christian goes to the doctor with a serious illness, and through prayer and treatment they recover, the Christian and those who are praying see God’s hand in it and give Him thanks. But those who would prefer to doubt will assert that God had nothing to do with it; it was just the medication. Again, God did enough for His people to give Him thanks, but also left it open for those who want to say, “it just thundered” to ignore Him if they will!
In the end, our response to what we see happening around us is more than an objective observation about certain events. It is more like a judgment which reveals something important about US – whether we will choose to believe or not. Will we explain everything away as “just thunder,” or by faith see the working of the hand of God?[endnoteRef:11] [11:  https://shawnethomas.com/2013/07/31/just-thunder-or-the-voice-of-god/
] 


✞✞ The scene takes us back to chapter 4, where the four living creatures surrounded God's throne and ascribed holiness to Him. The elders at that time praised God and worshiped Him as worthy to receive glory, honor, and power. In this verse it might be the same beings who sing a new song that only the 144,000 can learn. We do not know the words to the song, but they probably extol God for redeeming the 144,000 from the earth.
When God delivered the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt and led them safely through the Red Sea, Moses and the Hebrews sang about the experience (Exodus 15). They praised God for redeeming them from the clutches of Pharaoh. It seems reasonable that the song mentioned in Revelation 14:3 focuses on God's power in purchasing the 144,000 by the blood of the Lamb and protecting them through the tribulation. To this very point Chapter 15 of Revelation opens with them singing the song of Moses...) [endnoteRef:12] [12:  (https://www.bibleref.com/Revelation/14/Revelation-14-3.html)
] 

This is the new song. It’s the song of highlighting the need for repentance and the ultimate hope of that redemption through judgment.
John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.
John 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
The death of Egypt’s firstborn was a temporal judgment, and must  ...be understood in light of God’s covenantal promises, just as the judgment of sin must be understood in light of God’s eternal plan to rid the world of sin. As God foretold Israel’s enslavement and liberation, promising judgment on their oppressors, so Revelation expounds upon God’s judgment on Satan and sin, and the ultimate liberation from our enslavement to it. The tenth plague was the climactic act of deliverance, paving the way for Israel’s exodus and the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan. The bowls of Gods wrath are also climactic acts of deliverance, paving the way for Israel’s exodus and the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.
To the Egyptians, the plagues were more than natural disasters; they were a direct challenge to their pantheon. The gods of Egypt represented every aspect of life, from the Nile River (Hapi) to fertility (Hathor) and Pharaoh himself, considered a divine ruler. Each plague targeted specific deities, culminating in the death of the firstborn, which symbolized the defeat of Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt. God declared, “On all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD” (Exodus 12:12). In Revelation, it is the culmination of the promise Jesus gave us before His death began the work of the final judgment and power over sin and the god of this world:
John 12.31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
Even in judgment, we see over and over how God demonstrates mercy. The Passover event offered a means of escape for any who heeded His command, as the blood of the lamb marked the homes to be spared (Exodus 12:13). This act of grace prefigures the atonement of Christ, whose blood secures salvation for all who trust in Him through the seals, trumpets and bowls of the final judgment of sin. “The Exodus establishes a typological pattern of salvation through judgment, a theme fulfilled in the cross,”[endnoteRef:13] and seen in it’s ultimate fulfillment in Revelation. [13:  G.K. Beale  as cited in A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011), 415.  https://tomstheology.blog/2024/12/26/the-tenth-plague-gods-justice-and-mercy-revealed/
] 

From a human perspective, death is final, but scripture presents a different view. To God, death is not the end but a transition into [eternity]. The death of Egypt’s firstborn, [as the death of the martyrs is] exhibits a temporal judgment, highlighting the need for repentance and the ultimate hope of eternal redemption.
The tenth plague was a revelation of God’s power, a judgment against the false gods of this world, and a demonstration of His love—love that seeks repentance but will act decisively when humanity’s stubbornness endangers others. 

“A secular worldview that denies divine justice has no foundation for condemning evil, leaving it morally inconsistent to critique God’s actions.”[endnoteRef:14] [14:  D.A. Carson, How Long, O Lord? Reflections on Suffering and Evil, 198, as cited in https://tomstheology.blog/2024/12/26/the-tenth-plague-gods-justice-and-mercy-revealed/
] 


❣️ This is a song only for the 144,000, as John notes that no one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been purchased from the earth (v. 3). 
The 144,000 have their feet firmly planted on an earthly Mount Zion. Yet their praise takes them right to the presence of God, right before the throne. In our praise and worship, we really can transport ourselves and be heard in heavenly places.  
“Heaven is not the place to learn that song; it must be learned on the earth. You must  learn here the notes of free grace and dying love; and when you have mastered their melody, you will be able to offer to the Lord the tribute of a grateful heart, even in heaven, and blend it with the harmonies eternal.” (Spurgeon)[endnoteRef:15] [15:  https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-14/
] 

	
❣️❣️  For they are virgins: Many take the virginity of the 144,000 as simply a symbol of their general purity (as in 2 Corinthians 11:2). Nevertheless, Paul [mentions] celibacy in distressing times (1 Corinthians 7:25-35), and Jesus spoke of [woe/grief to] women who are pregnant and for those who have nursing babies in those days! (Matthew 24:19-21). It isn’t hard to see that God would call these 144,000 to a literal celibacy for the kingdom’s sake during the great tribulation.
· Commonly the term virgins is applied to women, not men. So does the use of virgins here mean that all the 144,000 are women? Not at all, according to the great Greek scholar A.T. Roberston: “Parthenos can be applied to men as well as women.”
· If the term virgins is a picture of purity in general, it reinforces the connection of the 144,000 with Israel. “Israel is referred to frequently in the Bible as ‘the virgin the daughter of Zion’ (2 Kings 19:21; Isaiah 37:22), as ‘the virgin daughter of Zion’ (Lamentations 2:13), and as ‘the virgin of Israel’ (Jeremiah 18:13; 31:4, 21; Amos 5:2).” [endnoteRef:16] [16:  (Walvoord) https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-14/
] 


❣️❣️❣️ 144,0000 follow* the Lamb wherever He goes.
*190. ἀκολουθέω akoloutheo, ak-ol-oo-theh´-o; from 1 (as a particle of union) and κέλευθος keleuthos (a road); properly, to be in the same way with, i.e. to accompany (specially, as a disciple): — follow, reach.
follow(v.)
Middle English folwen, from Old English folgian, fylgian, fylgan "to accompany (especially as a disciple), move in the same direction as; follow after, pursue, move behind in the same direction," also "obey (a rule or law), conform to, act in accordance with; apply oneself to (a practice, trade, or calling)," from Proto-Germanic *fulgojanan (source also of Old Saxon folgon, Old Frisian folgia, Middle Dutch volghen, Dutch volgen, Old High German folgen, German folgen, Old Norse fylgja "to follow"). Probably originally a compound, *full-gan, with a sense of "full-going," the sense then shifting to "serve, go with as an attendant"

❣️❣️❣️❣️144,000 are ...redeemed* from the earth. 
*redeem(v.)
early 15c., redemen, "buy back, ransom, recover by purchase," also in a theological sense, "deliver from sin and spiritual death," from Old French redimer "buy back" and directly from Latin redimere "to redeem, buy back," from red- "back" (see re-) + emere "to take, buy, gain, procure" (from PIE root *em- "to take, distribute").
In Middle English, Latin redimere sometimes was translated as again buy. The general sense of "rescue, deliver, save" is from late 15c. The meaning "make amends for" is from 1520s. Sense of "make good, perform, fulfill" (a promise, obligation, etc.) is from 1840. The commercial sense of "receive back by paying the obligation" is by 1889. The sense of "save (time) from being lost" (Tyndale, Shakespeare, Young, Cowper, Eliot) is after Ephesians v.16, Colossians iv.5.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  www.etymon.com
] 


144,000 are the firstfruits* unto God and the Lamb.
* 
1. ...An offering of the first of the harvest.
2. The first growth, allegory for the first people to receive the message
Christ is the firstfruits of them that slept (1 Corinthians 15.20), and afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming (1 Corinthians 15.23). We that are begotten with the word of truth, are a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. (James 1.18)  
Many believed that the Bible predicts that Israel will one day repent and turn back to God (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25–27), and the 144,000 Jews are the ‘firstfruits’ of that redeemed Israel.
With God’s protection, these “firstfruits” of salvation can freely perform their mission during the tribulation. Their job seems to be to evangelize the post-rapture world and proclaim the gospel. As a result of their ministry, ‘a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language’ (Revelation 7:9) will come to faith in Christ. Sinners are saved, and God is glorified.
These future missionaries will go throughout the earth spreading the gospel. They are the firstfruits—men who are saved early on in the tribulation and help bring in a great harvest of souls to the glory of their Redeemer.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  https://www.gotquestions.org/firstfruits-to-God.html
] 


The Greek “agorazo” is the root of the word translated have been purchased from the earth. The same word is used here in verse 4, which says the 144,000 has been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 
The idea of first fruits in scripture reflects the first part of the annual harvest. The picture of the first reaping of the harvest is used to describe a number of things in the Bible.
· In Romans 8:23, Paul calls the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of believers living on the earth “having the first fruits of the Spirit.”
· 1 Corinthians 15:20, calls Jesus the “first fruits of those who are asleep.”
· In 1 Corinthians 16:15, Paul refers to the “household of Stephanas” as the “first fruits of Achaia,” indicating that they were the first converts to Christianity in the region of Achaia.
“Agorazo” (purchased) is translated in some versions as “redeemed.” The use of first fruits as it relates to the 144,000 could mean they are the first to be martyred in the period of great tribulation. This might be connected to the “abomination of desolation” spoken of in Daniel that marks the beginning of the three and one half years of great tribulation (Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15). It could be that the opening image of this chapter depicts the 144,000 defending the holy place of the temple, during which they lose their lives and ascend to heaven as martyrs, faithful witnesses for Jesus. It could also be that the 144,000 are first fruits in other ways, such as being among the first to be rewarded to reign with Christ in Jerusalem.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+14:1
] 


144,000 have no guile* in their mouths.
*1388. δόλος dolos, dol´-os; from an obsolete primary verb, δέλλω dello (probably meaning to decoy; compare 1185); a trick (bait), i.e. (figuratively) wile: — craft, deceit, guile, subtilty.
Same word also translated as craft (Mark 14.1), subtilty (Matthew 26.4, Acts 13.10); deceit (Romans 1.29).
Craft: 2. Cunning, art or skill, in a bad sense, or applied to bad purposes; artifice; guile; skill or dexterity employed to effect purposes by deceit.
The chief priests and scribes sought how they might take him by craft and put him to death. (Mark 14:1) 
Subtilty: 3. Slyness in design; cunning; artifice. c. 1300, sotil; the modern form is attested from late 14c., "clever, dexterous, crafty;..."  Sub = under, tilt = slant
Deceit: 3. In scripture, that which is obtained by guile, fraud or oppression.
Their houses are full of deceit Jeremiah 5:27. Zeph. I. [endnoteRef:20] [20:  www.webstersdictionary1828.com
] 

1 Peter 3:10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:...
1 Peter 2:1   Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,...

[image: ]  144,000 are without fault* before the throne.
*299. ἄμωμος amomos, am´-o-mos; from 1 (as a negative particle) and 3470; unblemished (literally or figuratively): — without blame (blemish, fault, spot), faultless, unblamable. (blemish = An imperfection that mars or impairs; a flaw.)
fault: 2. In morals or deportment, any error or defect; an imperfection; any deviation from propriety; a slight offense; a neglect of duty or propriety, resulting from inattention or want of prudence, rather than from design to injure or offend, but liable to censure or objection. If a man be overtaken in a fault ye who are spiritual, restore such as one in the spirit of meekness. Galatians 6:1.
FAULT implies wrong, and often some degree of criminality.
Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
Colossians 1:22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:
Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
1Peter 1:19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
Jude 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,...
________________________

In verse 1, Jesus has the 144,000 on Mount Zion with Him and these chosen Jewish believers are singing a new song that only they can sing. In verse 3, It is said this new song is sung before the throne, before the four living creatures and the elders. It appears that the scene shifts from earth (v. 1) to heaven (v. 2). This is supported by the fact that the four living creatures and the elders are pictured as being with the 144,000 Jewish believers. Previously, the four living creatures and the elders there with them were introduced to us through a “door standing open in heaven” (Revelation 4:1). The “twenty-four elders” are pictured in heaven’s throne room (Revelation 4:4) along with the “four living creatures” (Revelation 4:8).
The pattern of the scene shifting from earth (v. 1) to heaven (v. 2) follows the same pattern as in Chapter 7. We were introduced to the 144,000 in Revelation 7:4-8 then the scene immediately shifted to heaven in Revelation 7:9.
The picture here in verse 1 of Jesus with the 144,000 on Mount Zion might picture: 
1. Jesus’s constant presence with them during their earthly ministry. 
2. Them as reigning with Jesus during His messianic kingdom. 
3. A foreshadowing or a symbol representing the special service that the 144,000 will be granted as a reward for their faithful witness for Jesus, since prophecy is not necessarily presented in sequence, 
In the scene before God’s throne in heaven, the 144,000 are being rewarded for their faithfulness while living on earth. Part of that reward is being given a new song that no one could learn except the 144,000. 
Jesus will be seated on the throne of His earthly kingdom after He has taken the reign of His human forefather David, as promised.
2 Samuel 7.16-17 16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 17 According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
· The new song that can only be sung by the 144,000 could represent that the 144,000 are granted a new ruling authority in Israel as a part of Jesus’s kingdom administration that is unlike a role held by anyone else.
Jesus told the twelve apostles that they would sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel when He came into His kingdom (Matthew 19:28). In the Parable of the Talents, the master (representing Jesus) calls ruling over many things entering “into the joy” of their “master” (Matthew 25:21). Hebrews 12:2 uses the same basic picture, where Jesus considered the reward of sharing His Father’s throne as the “joy set before Him”—this joyous reward for faithful obedience motivated Him to “endure the cross.”
Jesus promises those who overcome that they will rule with a “rod of iron” and share His throne.
Revelation 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
Those who overcome will be His servants who are good and faithful and enter into His joy by being given responsibility in His new administration.
Matthew 25:2121 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
· The new song that can only be sung by the 144,000 could represent the 144,000 having a special role in Jesus’s kingdom especially designed for them due to their unique and faithful ministry while living on earth. This fits a pattern in Revelation, as Jesus promises a uniquely customized reward to all who overcome:
Revelation 2:17 “‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’”
Jesus promises each believer who overcomes a special reward—that they will have a “new name” that no one else knows. It could be that the “new name” is a distinct role in God’s kingdom, a special assignment designed specifically for them and no one else.
This would also fit the pattern of Ephesians 2:10, which says God has prepared a special work for each person who believes. This work applies to the life of each believer while living on earth. It could be that the new song is a special role, a special empowerment and/or a special connection each of these 144,000 have among themselves.
We know from Revelation 22:3 that God’s throne will in time relocate to the new earth. If the scenario is that the 144,000 have been martyred for their faith and then are relocated to heaven, it will just be a matter of time before they return to earth to reign with Christ in His messianic kingdom.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  https://thebiblesays.com/en/commentary/rev+14:1
] 


...As we examine this first dramatic scene in this chapter when Jesus returns and when He gathers with the 144,000 on Mount Zion, we see the Lamb’s abiding presence with His people. His desire to be with them and their desire to be with Him. We see in verses 2 and 3, the Lamb’s adoring worship in a new song. But that brings us thirdly to the Lamb’s amazing praise of His people in verses 4 and 5. What’s interesting is that although John writes this praise of the 144,000 in these two verses, he’s not its source. Remember the source of this book? It is the revelation of Jesus Christ. It is from Jesus Christ about Jesus Christ. It is His revelation. What you have here is Jesus’ own praise for these faithful witnesses. ...This is their Lord’s praise of them. 
What are the lessons from this passage?...[endnoteRef:22] [22:  This beautiful section on lessons learned is from the insights of https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230115p-128393
] 

1.	First of all, and I see this in His wanting to be and immediately being with these 144,000, it reminds me that Jesus loves and desires to be with His people. In John 14.3, Jesus says, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to myself.” Why? In order that, here’s My goal, “ … that where I am there you may be also.”  Do you realize that’s how Jesus Christ thinks about you? He wants you to be with Him. That’s His heart. Go to John 17:24, His high priestly prayer. He says, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given me…" and that’s both the apostles and that’s those who believed through their word - that’s us - all that You’ve given Me, all believers, I desire that they will "be with Me where I am.” That’s the heart of Jesus Christ. Turn to Revelation 21:3 is the culmination, the fulfillment of that desire: 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men…” God will pitch His tent among us “… And He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them.” 
That is the heart of God. That is the heart of our Savior. That is the heart of Jesus Christ for you. He wants to be with you.
2.	A reminder of the heavenly rewards that we as His people will receive:
· Chief among the heavenly rewards are enjoying the presence of Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 talks about the Rapture, and at the end of that passage it says, having been raptured “…we shall always be with the Lord.” We shall always be. Never again will we be separated. Revelation 3:12 talking to the church in Philadelphia, Jesus promises this to the [every Christian] overcomer. “I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God and he will not go out from it anymore.” We will eternally enjoy the presence of Jesus Christ just like the apostles.
· Another part of that reward is seeing the glory of Christ. John 17.24 continues, “Father I desire that they also whom You’ve given Me be with Me where I am so that they may see my glory which You have given Me.” One of the greatest joys of heaven will be seeing Jesus Christ for who He really is: seeing the glory of Christ.
· Receiving the praise of God. We see here the praise of Christ for these godly 144,000 men. But every believer has the opportunity to receive that praise.  1Corinthians 4:5 says when the Lord comes “…then each man’s praise will come to him from God.” Matthew 25:21, “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.’” There are two rewards in that passage:
· One of them is our faithfulness here gets us a greater opportunity to serve Christ there. That’s one reward. 
· The other is the praise of Jesus Christ. Can you imagine what it will be like if you remain true to Him, faithful to Him, loyal to Him, not perfect but attempting to follow Him with your true heart, one day to stand before Jesus Christ and hear Him say, you did well? You’ve been a great servant, a great follower. Enter into the joy that’s Mine.[endnoteRef:23] [23:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230115p-128393
] 

3.	Jesus has marked us as His own. Just like He’ll mark the 144,000, if you’re His, He has marked you. Ephesians 1:13-14 we’re “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise who is given as a pledge of our inheritance.” Jesus Christ has stamped His seal on you and that seal is called the Holy Spirit, His Spirit who now indwells you. He’s marked you just as truly as He’ll mark the 144,000. He has marked you with His name. Revelation 3:12 to the church in Philadelphia, “He who overcomes …I will write on Him …” (that’s every believer) “…I will write on Him, the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from God, and My new name.” You’ve been marked by Christ just as surely as they will be.
4.	Jesus values the same qualities in His people today that He will in them in that day. He praises and prizes sexual purity today. 1Thessalonians 4:3, “This is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality.” Jesus praises those believers who remain pure. He praises us for our loyal discipleship. John 10:27, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me…” He praises us for faithful witness to the truth. Philippians 2:15 “… prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life…” Put the light on display even as He shared in the Sermon on the Mount. Put the light on display with a faithful witness of the truth.
5.	Jesus praises spiritual integrity. 2Peter 3:14, “Therefore beloved, since you look for these things be diligent to be found by Him … spotless and blameless…” People of integrity. Spiritual integrity.
So, we’re not called to be the 144,000. But we can see in them what Jesus praises and may God give us the resolve to pursue those qualities. But in the end this is not about the 144,000. This is about Jesus, the Lamb, the Lion, who is worthy of our praise and who will redeem His people. 
I am so grateful for this preview of when Jesus will be victorious; when all heaven will break out in praise and song singing a new song of redemption, of the worthiness of the Lamb. I love wrapping myself in knowing His desire to dwell with me and me with Him. Let us tune our hearts to sing that song even now and may we be faithful to Him in our generation as these 144,000 will be in theirs. So that we can hear His praise: Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Application Questions:
1. How do I “see” Jesus as the Lamb of God standing (demonstrating victory through sacrifice) with redemption, victorious over evil?
2.  How does my life show that I have been redeemed (bought back; delivered) from the earth? 
3. How does my life show that I follow (move in the same way with; conform to) the    Lamb wherever He goes?  
	4. Jesus is coming to present to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish (Ephesians 5.27).  Have I allowed Him that is able to keep me from falling and to present me faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy (Jude 24) to put and keep away guile from my heart and mouth?  
	5. How do I offer myself as Romans 12.1 states, as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is [my] reasonable service? 
6.  Have I come out from among them and am I separated, not touching unclean things so that I show forth the best of His harvest and He will be a Father to [me] and [I] will be [His] son/daughter (2 Corinthians 6.17-18)? How do I show this in my life?
	11. Is God’s ownership written plainly on my forehead, visible to all, identifying me as His and under His protection, covering my mind and the way I think?  How? Are there any changes I can make to make this more clear?
	12. Do I find my identity in Christ and in my dedication to God? How can I tell? How can others tell? What needs to change to show this in my life more clearly?
13. Does this identity influence every aspect of my life, guiding my actions and decisions? How do I practice this?
	14. How does my identification with Christ show as a model of faithfulness amidst trials? What is the last time my life demonstrated this? How have I remained steadfast in my faith and trusted in God’s promises and protections during trials?
15. Knowing I am marked and that mark covers the way I think, how does that give me assurance in my salvation? How does that help me to live confidently, knowing that God has marked me as His own?
16. Can I see in the praises of Jesus for the 144,000 what Jesus values and resolve to pursue those qualities with the power of His Holy Spirit? Sexual purity, loyal discipleship, and faithful witness to the Truth. How do I display each of those in my life? 
17. Does my life faithfully put His light on display? How? How do I need to be His disciple and show His discipline to do so?

II. 	Summary: As an angel flies in the middle of heaven preaching the everlasting gospel to those dwelling on earth, saying loudly to Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship Him... followed by another angel saying Babylon is fallen, is fallen, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and a third angel is crying out a warning that if any man worship the beast and his image and receive his mark in his forehead or hand the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, poured full strength into the cup of His indignation and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb, with the smoke of their torment ascending up for ever. Here is the patience of the saints: they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
	Shorter: As an angel flies in the middle of heaven preaching the everlasting gospel to those dwelling on earth, saying loudly to Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship Him... another angel follows saying Babylon is fallen, is fallen, and a third angel is crying out a warning that if any man worship the beast and his image and receive his mark in his forehead or hand the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, poured full strength into the cup of His indignation and be tormented with fire and brimstone, with smoke of their torment ascending for ever. Keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

Revelation 14.6   And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,* and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,** 
Revelation 14.7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. ❣️ 
Revelation 14.8  And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen,❣️❣️ that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. ❣️❣️❣️
Revelation 14.9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
Revelation 14.10  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
Revelation 14.11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 🕆 
Revelation 14.12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

* So [people] have seen catastrophes sweep the globe. They've watched it unfold. They've experienced it. They've suffered with the loss of water, the loss of food, the skyrocketing inflation. They've experienced all of those things, death, unimaginable death. And yet they refuse to repent.
How does the Lord Jesus Christ respond? Christ and His grace will make three great announcements, through His angels, to the entire world. [Interesting fact: Angels are messengers, servants, sent, in the case of Revelation, by the Son of God. They are prominent throughout this book's events. They appear in every chapter except chapters 4 and 13! The words "angel" and "angels" occur 71 times, far more than any other biblical book. In fact, 25% of the biblical references to angels occur in the book of Revelation.
· The first angel will proclaim the everlasting gospel. 
· In verse 8, a second angel will announce the destruction of antichrist's empire. 
· And in verses 9 through 13, the third angel will announce the impending judgment of mankind. 
These three announcements are Christ's gracious warnings in preparation for the final climactic judgments to unfold at the end of the tribulation. They will graciously offer sinners yet another chance to repent. You see the heart of Christ in these announcements. This is the first of them.[endnoteRef:24] [24:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230122p-128376
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.112-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.173-3.14.6]The Gospel is founded upon the New Covenant, which is an eternal covenant resulting in eternal life.[endnoteRef:25] [25:  http://spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/14.html#58200
] 

Hebrews 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,...
Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.
Titus 1:1-3   Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;...
[bookmark: 5.4.724-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.715-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.513-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.202-3.14.6]The angel “announced the good news” of the gospel to those below on the earth. Not only was his message one of good news, but the very fact of his delivery of the message was a manifestation of that good news. For this angel on his lonely mission above the ravaged earth below stands as a beacon to the grace and mercy of God. He has not left these on the earth during the final week of His wrath without recourse. In the midst of terrible devastation and turmoil, He has not left those who have not yet heard subject to the well-intentioned, but often ineffective, witness of men. He provides a supernatural messenger who will finally fulfill the gospel mandate to all the earth. “There is no record that it is believed or heeded. It may not be. Noah was a ‘preacher of righteousness,’ in view of the coming flood; but no one believed him except his own family.”[endnoteRef:26]  [26:  http://spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/14.html#58200,
Newell, Revelation: Chapter by Chapter, 220.
] 

[bookmark: 60161][bookmark: 5.4.329-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.487-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.525-3.14.6]The gospel is preached to the same individuals who are undergoing the time of testing (Revelation 3:10). A key purpose of the time of testing is to turn those who will be turned to salvation and to manifest those who are hardened and will continue to reject it.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  Supra.
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.38-3.14.6][bookmark: 60164][bookmark: 5.4.114-3.14.6][bookmark: 60170][bookmark: 60172][bookmark: 60174][bookmark: 60176]**Those over whom the Beast was granted authority (Revelation 13:7) and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, receive the gospel message from a supernatural source. Although it is the Church’s mandate to preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8) and to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19), it will not be her who ultimately fulfills the words of Jesus concerning the gospel reaching the entire world prior to the end. Why? Because she will be absent from the earth at the time of the end, having been taken...
[bookmark: 60186][bookmark: 60188][bookmark: 5.4.187-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.134-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.365-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.332-3.14.6]Matthew 24:11-14; Mark 13:10 [emphasis added] Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

[bookmark: 5.4.471-3.14.6]The gospel message of the angel, founded upon the redeeming power of Christ’s work on the cross, will likely include a significant emphasis upon the coming kingdom about to be ushered in on earth. In this, it will have much in common with that which was preached by John the Baptist and the disciples before they realized the destiny of Jesus upon the cross.
Matthew 3:1   In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 4:23   And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.
Matthew 9:35   And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.
Matthew 10:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

[bookmark: 5.4.125-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.331-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.388-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.649-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.318-3.14.6][bookmark: 60206][bookmark: 5.4.670-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.668-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.225-3.14.6] “This is the good news that God purposes to set up on the earth, in fulfilment of the Davidic Covenant, a kingdom, political, spiritual, Israelitish, universal, over which God’s Son, David’s heir, shall be King, and which shall be, for one thousand years, the manifestation of the righteousness of God in human affairs. . . . Two preachings of this Gospel are mentioned, one past, beginning with the ministry of John the Baptist, continued by our Lord and His disciples, and ending with the Jewish rejection of the King. The other is yet future (Matthew 24:14), during the great tribulation, and immediately preceding the coming of the King in glory.”[endnoteRef:28] [28:  C. I. Scofield, The Scofield Study Bible (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2002, 1909), Revelation 14:6
] 


[bookmark: 60209][bookmark: 60211][bookmark: 60213][bookmark: 60215][bookmark: 5.4.246-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.307-3.14.6]The “gospel of the kingdom” as announced by John (Matthew 3:3), by the disciples who were specially commissioned (Matthew 10:7), by the seventy (Luke 10:9), and by the Lord (Matthew 4:17) proclaimed the good news that the promised kingdom was “at hand.” The Lord indicates this same good news will be announced again...   Although the news at the first advent was restricted to Israel, prior to the second advent it will be announced not only to Israel but to the whole world. This preaching... marks the beginning of the final step in the realization of the theocratic kingdom program.[endnoteRef:29]  [29:  Supra, Pentecost, Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology, 472.
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.129-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.127-3.14.6][bookmark: 5.4.598-3.14.6][bookmark: 60221]While the majority of the Church’s teachers are loudly proclaiming that “the day of the Lord” will not come “till the world’s conversion comes,” the Spirit and truth of God are declaring that day shall not come until the apostasy comes (2Thessalonians 2:3). While the majority of the Church’s teachers are maintaining that the world is not yet good enough for Christ, the Spirit is declaring in the Word that the world is not yet bad enough.[endnoteRef:30]  [30:  Supra, Bullinger, Commentary On Revelation, 110.
] 


[bookmark: 5.4.19-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.235-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.157-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.719-3.14.7]❣️ It seems unlikely that the words that John heard the angel say constitute the entire gospel message delivered to the earth dwellers. Rather, it summarizes what their response should be.  As in the ending of the discourse of Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes when he came to his final conclusion:

Ecclesiastes 12.13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

[bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.7]The specifics of the gospel message itself are not recorded. The warning of the angel occurs before the institution of the mark of the Beast. Those who hear the angel and respond in faith are those who are found in the opening verses of the next chapter doing this very thing! (Remember, we will see this in Revelation 15 when it opens up with them singing the song of Moses...)
The gospel is given in a series of commands here:[endnoteRef:31] [31:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230122p-128376
] 

· Fear God. The unbelievers alive at that time will fear Satan. They will fear antichrist, they will fear the false prophet, they'll get the mark of the beast, and this angel will call them to fear God instead. (Psalm 111.10 tells us that is the beginning of wisdom.) Jesus tells us in Matthew 10.28 and the angel reminds us here Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
· Give Him glory. Man's proud, stubborn refusal to give glory to God lies at the very root of his sinful condition. Romans 1.18-21 tells us specifically why wrath is revealed against men:
Romans 1:18-21 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
1. Men hold the truth in unrighteousness. That which may be known of God is evident within them. God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen, understood through what has been made, so everyone on this planet is without excuse. 
2. How do people respond to the revelation of God in creation? When they knew God, they suppressed that knowledge and did not glorify Him as God neither were thankful... Romans 1.23 tells us they changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,... Listen, you were hardwired to worship, and worship something you will. And if it's not the true God, it'll be everything else if it's not yourself.
3. But notice the indictment. This is man's root problem. Throughout Scripture, the command to give God glory is a command to repent. In Revelation 16.9 we will see when the fourth angel pours out his bowl of judgment and men are scorched with fire they blaspheme the name of God Who has power over these plagues and they did not repent so as to give Him glory.  
The hour of His judgment is come! Now is the time of decision. In other words, the opportunity for repentance is coming to an end. The seven bowl judgments will soon be poured out on this earth. The Lord Jesus Christ is about to return as Judge. This is the first time in Revelation the word "judgment" appears. The Greek word is "krisis," from which we get our English word "crisis." It is a crisis indeed. The "hour" of judgment has come; the fixed moment in history is now. From this point forward in this book, the word "judgment" is going to be used interchangeably with the words "wrath" and "anger." Christ's judgment against the world and its sinners will be the pouring out of His furious wrath and anger on those who ignore Him, ignore His offers of grace, ignore the angel preaching the eternal gospel, and who continue in their rebellion. The hour has come, and it is the entirely just and right decision of a holy God against mankind's rebellion.[endnoteRef:32] [32:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230122p-128376
] 

[bookmark: 5.4.284-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.283-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.375-3.14.7][bookmark: 5.4.430-3.14.7]Those who hear and fear the Lord  have victory over the beast, his image, his mark, and the number of his name.[endnoteRef:33]  [33:  https://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/14.html#58621
] 


❣️❣️ In addition to being a means of emphasis, note that the repetition of the word “fallen” may refer to the fall of Babylon in its twofold existence—its fall religiously and its fall politically and commercially (seen in Revelation 17-18).[endnoteRef:34] Jesus proclaims, through his angel, the imminent destruction of antichrist's political, economic and religious empire, including the destruction of its capital city. Notice he says: "Fallen, fallen." Its destruction is described as if it's already happened, but it doesn't actually happen until the seventh bowl judgment, recorded in chapter 16. ...The reason the angel says it has fallen already is to underscore that its fall is imminent and that it is certain. Can you imagine someone  living  ...on this planet when suddenly, in midair, there is an angel proclaiming that antichrist's empire is soon to be destroyed, in fact it is so certain it's as if it's already fallen. That news will be shocking to the inhabitants of the earth because they will have already witnessed the apparent invincibility of antichrist. They will be convinced that he is their hero, he is their warrior champion, the invincible one. And here's an angel saying, "Listen, you better get ready, it's coming, it's going to be destroyed."  This reminds me of when the disciples came over to Jesus (after He proclaimed woes to the Scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23), and they called Jesus’s attention to the buildings of the temple and pointed them out to Him (Matthew 24.1). Jesus gave them a stark warning in verse 2: Do you see all these? Truly I tell you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down. Which jolted the disciples to their senses when the next verse shows them coming unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? The message is clear: Don’t be caught up in the things of this world which are corruptible and will be judged and wiped out in the end. Can we look again at one of my favorite parts of the Bible, this time in the Amplified version? [34:  https://bible.org/seriespage/20-special-announcements-rev-141-20
] 

2 Peter 3.9-15 The Lord does not delay and is not tardy or slow about what He promises, according to some people’s conception of slowness, but He is long-suffering (extraordinarily patient) toward you, not desiring that any should perish, but that all should turn to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will vanish (pass away) with a thunderous crash, and the [material] elements [of the universe] will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will be burned up.  11Since all these things are thus in the process of being dissolved, what kind of person ought [each of] you to be [in the meanwhile] in consecrated and holy behavior and devout and godly qualities,  12 While you wait and earnestly long for (expect and hasten) the coming of the day of God by reason of which the flaming heavens will be dissolved, and the [material] elements [of the universe] will flare and melt with fire? 13 But we look for new heavens and a new earth according to His promise, in which righteousness (uprightness, freedom from sin, and right standing with God) is to abide. 14 So, beloved, since you are expecting these things, be eager to be found by Him [at His coming] without spot or blemish and at peace [in serene confidence, free from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts].  15 And consider that the long-suffering of our Lord [His slowness in avenging wrongs and judging the world] is salvation (that which is conducive to the soul’s safety), even as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the spiritual insight given him,...

❣️❣️❣️ Briefly, and interestingly, here we see the reason Christ will destroy antichrist's empire: "She who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality." Revelation 17.2 shows you the picture: With whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."  In 17:4, it shows you what’s in the cup: ... having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality.  Revelation 18:3 repeats this: "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality." Antichrist's kingdom is pictured as a prostitute who seduces the nations of the world with every kind of excess in order to entice them, to seduce them, to become involved with her. That's the first picture.
But there's another picture, here in Revelation 14:8. It's the picture of the cup of God's wrath that He gives to those He punishes. In 14:10, speaking of the one who worships the beast, "He also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb."
So, you have these two metaphors: One, a cup of wine that's used by antichrist's empire, posing like a prostitute to seduce the nations, to get involved with him and his kingdom. And then you have the cup of God's wrath that He gives to those He punishes. The point of these mixed metaphors is that the people of this world will willingly drink the wine of Babylon and engage in spiritual immorality with her. But God will turn that cup into the cup of the wine of His wrath.[endnoteRef:35]  We will see more about that later. [35:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230122p-128376
] 


We will be looking at a Supplement to Revelation Bible Study Babylon that will be handed out with Lesson 17 at the beginning of the detailed devastation of Babylon.

🕆 The eternal significance of worshiping the Beast and taking his mark. v 9
[bookmark: 60501][bookmark: 5.4.525-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.173-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.721-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.375-3.14.9]The first angel brought the gospel (Revelation 14:6), the second announced the fall of Babylon (Revelation 14.8),  and  now the third brings the announcement warning those who would not respond to God’s gracious offer of salvation of the eternal significance of worshiping the Beast and taking his mark. Unfortunately, many at the time of the end will follow in the well-worn pattern of those before them who continued to ignore God’s gracious warning:
[bookmark: 5.4.558-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.85-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.288-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.103-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.324-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.605-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.315-3.14.9][bookmark: 5.4.127-3.14.9]Jeremiah 44.4-6 However I have sent to you all My servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, “Oh, do not do this abominable thing that I hate!” But they did not listen or incline their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense to other gods. So My fury and My anger were poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as it is this day. 
· [bookmark: 5.4.710-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.724-3.14.10]he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God (v 10)
[bookmark: 5.4.721-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.173-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.326-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.119-3.14.10]He himself, emphasis is placed upon the individual who worships the beast. He will be held individually responsible for his actions which will result in receiving God’s wrath and eternal damnation. The reception of God’s judgment is often described as drinking from His cup.[endnoteRef:36] [36:  Psalm 75:7-8 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, and exalts another. For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is fully mixed, and He pours it out; surely its dregs shall the wicked of the earth drain and drink down. 
Having drunk from the cup, the recipient is the object of God’s wrath:
Job 21:20 His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty.
Jeremiah 25:16 And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them.
Jeremiah 25:27 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you.
Zechariah 12:2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem...
Psalms 60:3 Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: thou hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment.
Jeremiah 51:39 In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the LORD. 40 I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats.
Jeremiah 51:57 And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts.
Revelation 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Isaiah 63:1   Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. 6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.
] 

[bookmark: 5.4.72-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.562-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.559-3.14.10]This passage explains why, in the sequence of seals, trumpets, and bowls, it is the bowls which are last. Each of the final seven bowls comprises a portion of the final cup of God’s wrath. 
Revelation 15:1   And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.
They are “the bowls of the wrath of God” which are poured out on the earth.
Revelation 16:1   And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.
wrath . . . indignation (v 10)
[bookmark: 5.4.668-3.14.10][bookmark: 60631][bookmark: 60633][bookmark: 5.4.8-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.7-3.14.10]God’s wrath is frequently mentioned in association with the judgments poured out during the Tribulation (Revelation 6:16; 11:18). Here, it denotes the wrath which is specifically associated with the worship of the Beast, which probably occurs after the abomination of desolation at the midpoint of the Tribulation. 
Wrath is θυμοῦ [thymou], indignation is ὀργῆς [orgēs]:
Thymos refers to turbulent commotion, the boiling agitation of the feelings . . . that will either subside and disappear or else settle down into orgē, which is more of an abiding and settled habit of mind (“an enduring anger”) that is focused on revenge. . . . 
poured out without mixture (“full strength”) 
[bookmark: 5.4.699-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.255-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.661-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.471-3.14.10]Κεκερασμένου ἀκράτου [Kekerasmenou akratou], having been poured unmixed [undiluted], to “cause to be fully experienced.” This is a frightful phrase, for it indicates those who worship the Beast will undergo the full force of God’s wrath. The contents of the cup are not diluted, but of full intensity! “whereas wine was so commonly mixed with water that to mix wine is used in Greek for to pour out wine; this wine of God’s wrath is undiluted; there is no drop of water to cool its heat. Naught of grace or hope is blended with it.” They will experience divine wrath without restraint: eternal torment by the Power of powers...
[bookmark: 5.4.194-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.83-3.14.10]He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone v 10
[bookmark: 5.4.338-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.50-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.127-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.427-3.14.10][bookmark: 60692][bookmark: 5.4.375-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.537-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.133-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.131-3.14.10][bookmark: 60701][bookmark: 5.4.66-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.64-3.14.10]Those who worship the Beast will be tormented with fire and brimstone indicating their ultimate destination. They will be “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10). Those who worship the Beast and take his mark are irredeemable. Even though they have not yet died, their fate in the Lake of Fire is sealed. They will “have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). As we saw previously, those who worship the Beast “have not been written in the Book of Life,” thus they are destined for the Lake of fire. 
	
Revelation 20.15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

[bookmark: 5.4.457-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.506-3.14.10][bookmark: 5.4.505-3.14.10]Those who refuse to worship the Beast during this time of intense persecution and pressure will do so only because they have given their worship to Jesus Christ. The cost of doing so will often be their physical life. The benefit will be their eternal life and participation in the first resurrection. 

[bookmark: 60717][bookmark: 5.4.264-3.14.10]Revelation 20:6a “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such, the second death has no power.” 

[bookmark: 5.4.584-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.661-3.14.11]the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever v 11
[bookmark: 60726][bookmark: 5.4.232-3.14.10][bookmark: 60728]The fire and brimstone with which they are tormented is no less real than that which rained down upon Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24-25) and Gog and his troops (Ezekiel 38:22) and which those taken in such judgments continue to suffer forever.
[bookmark: 60731]Jude 7 - Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:...
[bookmark: 5.4.173-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.326-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.721-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.719-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.653-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.125-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.194-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.138-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.529-3.14.11]This phrase speaks of eternal judgment. The “goats,” representing those among the Beast  worshipers who remain alive upon the earth at the return of Jesus to take up the throne of David, will be sent “into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
[bookmark: 5.4.50-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.388-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.649-3.14.11]The fire is everlasting, but does not annihilate those who suffer its torment, for the Beast and the False Prophet are the first to experience its effects and have endured under it for one thousand years when they are joined by others. 
Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Matthew 3:12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
Mark 9:43-44 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
2Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;...
2Peter 2:17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
Jude 13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.
[bookmark: 5.4.127-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.427-3.14.11]have no rest day and night, who worship the beast v 11
[bookmark: 5.4.208-3.14.11][bookmark: 5.4.114-3.14.11]Neither do the four living creatures in the presence of God rest day or night, but they are blessed to render ceaseless worship to God.
Revelation 4:8   And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.  
Those who gave their worship to the Beast have no rest. Instead of offering glorious worship to God, they suffer intense torment without relief. Their torment is eternal. The beast worshipers may have rest during the brief time of the end but will have no rest thereafter. The saints will experience extreme duress during the brief time of the end, but thereafter will “rest from their labors.”
Revelation 14:13   And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 

Application Questions:

1.  As I think on the angel on his lonely mission above the ravaged earth below standing as a beacon to the grace and mercy of God, witnessing to the gospel in troublous times, I hear the Word of God challenging me to do the same.  Am I living out what He has told me to do, specifically in Philippians 2.14-16? Am I blameless guileless innocent and uncontaminated, without blemish, unrebukable, shining as His bright light as a beacon in the dark world, offering to all the Word of Life so in the day of Christ I may have something of which exultantly to rejoice and glory in that I did not run my race in vain nor spend my labor to no purpose?
Philippians 2.14-16 14Do all things without grumbling and faultfinding and complaining [against God] and questioning and doubting [among yourselves],  15That you may show yourselves to be blameless and guileless, innocent and uncontaminated, children of God without blemish (faultless, unrebukable) in the midst of a crooked and wicked generation [spiritually perverted and perverse], among whom you are seen as bright lights (stars or beacons shining out clearly) in the [dark] world,  16 Holding out [to it] and offering [to all men] the Word of Life, so that in the day of Christ I may have something of which exultantly to rejoice and glory in that I did not run my race in vain or spend my labor to no purpose.

III.  	A voice from heaven tells John to Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from here on out, that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them; then behold a white cloud with with one like unto the Son of man sitting upon it, wearing a gold crown and carrying a sharp sickle; with another angel appearing crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud to thrust in his sickle and reap, for the time is come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe, and he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth and the earth was reaped.
	Shorter: A voice from heaven tells John to Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from here on out, that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them; then behold a white cloud with with one like unto the Son of man sitting upon it, wearing a gold crown and carrying a sharp sickle; with another angel appearing crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud that the time is come to reap and harvest of the earth is ripe, and He that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle and the earth was reaped.

...To give you an overview of [the last eight verses of Chapter 14:
· Verses 14 to 16 is a preview of coming judgment in the metaphor of a grain harvest.
· Verses 17 to 20 is a preview of coming judgment compared to a grape harvest. 
It's interesting that in the book of Joel, as he looks forward to the future day of the Lord  he combines both of these pictures in one verse:
 Joel 3:13  "Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe." (There's the grain harvest.) "Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great." (There's the grape harvest.)[endnoteRef:37] [37:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 


The Grain Harvest
This picture is based on Joel 3:13, in which the wicked are punished during the day of the Lord. There, he combines both the grain and the grapes as a picture of the coming judgment on the wicked. Between this chapter and the second coming in chapter 19, two judgments will unfold. It appears that those two judgments are depicted in these two harvests. 
· The grain harvest describes the next judgment to unfold, beginning in chapter 15, verse 1 and through chapter 18. It's the judgment of the seven bowls that will be poured out on the earth. That's the grain harvest. 
· And the grape harvest describes the coming judgment in Armageddon, and that becomes very clear at the end of this passage, and we'll see that as it unfolds.[endnoteRef:38] [38:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 

Although some people believe the grain harvest represents the harvest of believers from the earth, there are compelling reasons to see why that is an inaccurate rendering of what is happening here. See Endnote  [endnoteRef:39]  for more on that. [39:  There are compelling arguments against that view. Let me give you four of them. 
First of all, in this grain harvest, in verses 14 to 16, John does not say that martyrs were reaped, or saints were reaped, or the righteous were reaped. But he says, but "the earth was reaped." 
Secondly, the metaphor of a wheat harvest is used in different ways in Scripture. Some see the grain here and think, "Oh, well, we know what that is, that's right, John the Baptist, talked about in Matthew 3:12, that Jesus would gather His wheat into His barn." Or they say, "Remember in Matthew 13, the parable of the wheat and the tares? The wheat has to be believers." But that's not how grain or wheat is always used in Scripture. For example, Jeremiah 51:33: "[For] thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor at the time it is stamped firm; yet in a little while the time of harvest will come for her." There, the grain harvest is of unbelievers of the wicked. So don't think that it's always going to be used the same way in every context. 
A third argument against this being believers is the tone of this entire section. You caught it reading from verses 14 to 20. The tone is one of the judgment of the wicked, not the salvation or deliverance of the righteous. 
And I think, sort of the coup de grâce here, is that this picture is based on Joel 3:13, in which the wicked are punished during the day of the Lord. There, he combines both the grain and the grapes as a picture of the coming judgment on the wicked. 
https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 


Revelation 14.13   And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,* Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.** 
Revelation 14.14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.*** 
Revelation 14.15  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.🕆   
Revelation 14.16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 🕆🕆   

[bookmark: 5.4.537-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.562-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.559-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.656-3.14.13][bookmark: 60896][bookmark: 5.4.716-3.14.13][bookmark: 60898][bookmark: 5.4.42-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.463-3.14.13][bookmark: 60904][bookmark: 5.4.38-3.14.13]* This is probably the same voice which told John to “seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered” (Revelation 10:4) and called the two witnesses up to heaven (Revelation 11:12). The voice is undoubtedly that of God, either the Father or the Lamb, for it says, “Come out of her [Babylon] my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues” [emphasis added] (Revelation 18:4). There is great comfort in the statement which follows because it comes from the highest authority.

[bookmark: 5.4.59-3.14.13][bookmark: 60939][bookmark: 60941][bookmark: 60943][bookmark: 60945][bookmark: 60947][bookmark: 5.4.457-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.719-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.379-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.58-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.501-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.51-3.14.13][bookmark: 60955][bookmark: 5.4.284-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.283-3.14.13][bookmark: 60957][bookmark: 5.4.249-3.14.13][bookmark: 60959][bookmark: 5.4.50-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.481-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.721-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.582-3.14.13][bookmark: 5.4.332-3.14.13][bookmark: 60964]** “Who die” is ἀποθνῄσκοντες [apothnēskontes], those presently dying. Although there are many blessings for believers mentioned (Revelation 1:3; 16:15; 19:9; 22:7, 14), these which die in the Lord from henceforth receive a special blessing in recognition of the severe conditions they find themselves in. This is a unique time of incomparable Christian persecution coming upon the earth: “Those who ‘die in the Lord henceforth,’ do so as martyrs.” The victory of the saints will not be in influencing the social institutions of the globe toward service of God—as lofty a goal as that might be. It will be found in their cleaving to the Lamb through thick and thin, in living and dying. No more so than at the end of present history when the world issues one last blasphemous attempt to throw off the Father and His Christ. This recognition by God underscores the horrors of the reign of the Beast which includes unprecedented slaughter of Christians by the Beast (Revelation 13:7), his image (Revelation 13:15), and the Harlot (Revelation 17:6). “Hence the special Benediction here pronounced upon all such as die rather than yield to the temptations and threats of the Beast and the False Prophet. ‘Worship, or be slain’ is their cry. ‘Be slain, and be blessed’ is God’s encouraging reply to them.” Those who die during this time receive special mention at the commencement of the Millennial Kingdom, having undergone martyrdom (Revelation 20:4). 

[bookmark: 5.4.131-3.14.13][bookmark: 60973]“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints” (Ps. 116:15).

***This is clearly a metaphor. No one believes that Jesus is going to use an actual sickle, nor that He's harvesting real wheat or grain. What we will do is bring out the reality that the metaphor is communicating in both the grain and grape harvests. 
This grain harvest begins by reminding us that Jesus is the Lord of the harvest: 
Revelation 14.14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man,
Daniel 7.14 "Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man."
Daniel 7.13-14 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. 14And His dominion is not only a dominion that ranges across the world, but it's forever. It's an everlasting dominion which will not pass away. And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.
John has already used this very same language in Revelation as he describes the glorified Christ, and pictures Him with this majestic scene:
Revelation 1.12-15 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.
Revelation 1.7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
You see those images combined. A blazing white cloud will accompany Jesus at the second coming. And He is one like the Son of Man. That is, He is one of us. But He's not solely one of us. He is also God.
Some have argued that the person in verse 14 is an angel, this one like a son of man sitting on a cloud. But we see this same terminology used to refer to Christ in chapter 1 and in Daniel 7. In addition, the title "Son of man" was Jesus' favorite term for Himself during the incarnation; this is the glorified Christ. And notice in verse 14 that He is sitting. That pictures [Him] patiently waiting until the time comes. And He's sitting on a cloud, which pictures His majesty, His exalted glory. It brings back sort of pictures of the shekinah glory cloud from the Old Testament. This is the divine "Son of Man" from Daniel 7.[endnoteRef:40] [40:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 

The Crown of Victory
"...having a golden crown on His head." The Greek word for crown is not the crown of a king, it's not the word diadem, which Jesus later wears in chapter 19. Instead, this Greek word is the word stephanos: the word used to describe the crown that was given to generals who had been victorious in battle, and to athletes who had been victorious in the games. It is the victor's crown. It points to Jesus' impending victory over all of His enemies. Once He is completely victorious, He will wear, as He does in chapter 19, a diadem, a crown of royalty. He will be victorious over all His enemies. And, in anticipation of that, He's already wearing the crown of the victor, and He is the one who has the exclusive right to judge.
and in his hand a sharp sickle...
The Greek word for sickle describes a long, curved iron blade that has been carefully sharpened and then attached to a wooden handle. Sometimes, it was a short wooden handle so that it could be used with one hand. Other times the blade was attached to a long handle, swung with both hands in a sweeping, cutting action through the grain. And this tool, we're told, is sharp, which stresses the severity and the certainty of what it will accomplish. The fact that our Lord holds this sharp sickle in His hand implies the reality that we're told in the gospels that He alone has the ultimate right to judge. Only He has the responsibility to gather the harvest at the end of the age. He may use His angels to accomplish some of it, but He is the one who has the authority. 
John 5:22: "[For] not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son." Verse 26: "[For] just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man." 
He will execute it en masse, in the tribulation; He will execute it individually at the great white throne of judgment. Jesus the Lion, who is the Lamb, will be the judge of every single human being.

🕆   Another angel refers back to verse 9, where there's an angel mentioned. This is the fourth angel in a series of six that appear in this chapter. You remember, the first three angels either announce the eternal gospel or coming judgment. This fourth angel announces that it's now time for God to execute that judgment that's been announced. Notice verse 15 says, "This angel came out of the temple," that is, out of the heavenly dwelling place of God, out of the throne room of God, or out of the presence of God in heaven. And he came out "crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud." This angel is bringing an announcement from the Father to the Son, and he proclaims it loudly, with a sense of urgency, and with a sense of the importance of this message. And this is what he says: "Put in your sickle and reap." We already saw, in Joel 3, [that] this image of harvesting is an image that's often divine judgment. Now, why does the angel say it's time for Christ to reap? Well, he goes on to explain "For" because, "the hour to reap has come." 
Why is it the hour? In John's Gospel, again and again, Jesus uses that expression, "My hour has not yet come." And then eventually, "My hour has come" when talking about the cross. Here, it's the hour of judgment. The hour of His judgment has come. "Because the harvest of the earth is ripe." Remember, this is the harvest not of the righteous, but of the earth. This is a judgment of rebellious humanity. Literally, the Greek text says is dry, which is exactly what you would expect with harvesting grain: when the stalks of grain have turned from green to golden brown, it's time to harvest them. They're dry. It's time. Jesus has been waiting, waiting patiently, and now it's time. The time for grace is done. The time for justice has arrived. It's time for the seven final bowls of divine judgment to be poured out on the earth. This is the announcement of the bowl judgments in chapter 15 and the actual pouring out of them in chapters 16, 17 and 18. This grain harvest is a reminder: It's coming. That time will come near the end of the tribulation, as we'll see, as the bowl judgments unfold.

🕆🕆 "...He who sat on the cloud swung" — literally cast, or threw — "His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped." This chilling description of Jesus' future judgment of the earth is expressed in the Greek language as if it had already happened. It's so certain, that John uses language as if it was already passed. This metaphor of a grain harvest announces the unleashing of Jesus' judgment on the earth, with the pouring out of the seven bowls of judgment in chapters 15 to 18. This is the beginning of the end. God's patience is done. It's time for justice.

Application Questions:
1.	How do I see the death of the righteous? As the Lord does, with the glory of the celestial (1Corinthians 15.40-53)? That it is a blessing to die in the Lord, knowing to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord, (2Corinthians 5.8) remembering Psalm 116.15 that Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
2.	If I die in the Lord, Revelation 14.13 tells me that means rest from [my] labours. What would I be resting from if I look at the labors I am doing in the Lord now?
3.	If I die in the Lord, Revelation 14.13 tells me that means [my] works follow me. What works would follow me  if I look at the works I am doing in the Lord now?
4.	Have I clung to the Lamb through thick and thin, in living and dying. Especially now, at the end of present history when the world is issuing blasphemous attempts to throw off the Father and His Christ? How am I found clinging to Him, crying out against the atrocities in the land?
5.	Jesus cast, threw His sickle over the earth and the earth is reaped. I believe it so clearly as if it has already happened. How does that show forth in my life?

IV. 	The fifth angel comes out of the temple having a sharp sickle, and the sixth angel (in Chapter 14) comes from the alter, with power over fire and loudly cries to him that had the sharp sickle saying to thrust in the sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth for her grapes are fully ripe, then the angel thrusts in his sickle into the earth and gathers the vine of the earth and casts it into the great winepress of the wrath of God, and the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood comes out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of 1,600 furlongs.
	Shorter: A messenger from heaven brings the message to thrust in the sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth for her grapes are fully ripe; the earth is harvested and the vines are cast into the great winepress of the wrath of God outside the city, and blood comes out of the winepress for a distance of 200 miles.

The Grape Harvest
There's no disparity on this, that the grape harvest in verses 17 to 20 describes God's judgment on unbelievers. That's clear, because if you look in verse 19, all of the grapes that are harvested are thrown into the "wine press of the wrath of God."[endnoteRef:41] [41:  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 


Revelation 14.17  And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven,* he also having a sharp sickle.** 
Revelation 14.18  And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.*** 
Revelation 14.19   And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. ❣️
Revelation 14.20  And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.❣️❣️

* That is the heavenly reality of which the earthly temple was the shadow. In other words, he came out from the presence of God, out from that throne room we studied when we first saw it in chapter 4.[endnoteRef:42] [42:  Until further mention, this section is from  https://countrysidebible.org/sermons/20230226p-158834
] 


** Like Jesus Christ in the previous verse, this angel also has a sharp sickle in his hand. Christ possesses the sickle by his own right of authority. This angel possesses it by delegated authority, as angels do everything else. It's only given to them, delegated by God. It is not theirs by right.
Since he's harvesting grapes this is not the same kind of sickle used with grain. Although the same Greek word is used for different harvesting tools, in this case it's the sharp, small, curved knife typically used for harvesting grapes. If you've ever used like a carpet knife, that curved blade at the end, the short little carpet knife, it's kind of like that in shape. It's used for cutting the little clusters of grapes from the larger branch. Angels clearly will assist Jesus in this final judgment. In this case, this angel is going to be the reaper of the grapes. 

***The Reasons for the Harvest.
1.	The Prayers of the Saints.
The sixth angel of the chapter comes from the altar of incense that was inside the holy place in the temple. It’s the heavenly counterpart to that altar of incense that was shown us in the earthly temple.  That is why this angel is called the one who has power over fire. The picture here is clear from what happened every day, twice a day, at the altar of incense in the tabernacle, at the time of the morning and afternoon sacrifices when the people of God gathered in the courtyard to pray.  A priest selected by lot would take coals from the brazen altar, where the sacrifice had been offered, along with incense separately, and would walk into the first room in the temple, the holy place (not the holy of holies – the holy of holies was reserved for the high priest, and only once a year).  Standing against the curtain separating the holy place from the holy of holies  was the altar of incense. 
An assistant would first take the coals of the incense that had been burned before away by backing out face forward, facing the holy of holies and never turning his back on it.  The designated priest would then take the coals from the brazen altar fire and put them into that dish, adding the incense, which would begin to burn, with the smoke from the incense beginning to rise. It would waft over the separating curtain into the holy of holies that symbolized the presence of God, where the ark of the covenant was, representing the very throne of God on earth in the midst of his people. This pictured the prayers of God’s people that they were praying on the outside, even as all this was unfolding inside. It pictured their prayers coming into the presence of God as a sweet smell. That’s still true: God delights in the prayers of his people, and delights when you express your love and praise and dependence on Him by coming to him in prayer. It’s a sweet smelling savor to Him.
This angel is connected to the heavenly altar of incense, representing the prayers of God’s people, and is the angel who comes out with the announcement: It’s time for judgment to fall. Do you see the connection? Revelation shows God’s judgment coming from, in some cases, this altar of incense. God’s judgment falls, in part, in answer to the prayers of God’s people. This sixth angel is connected to the prayers of God’s people, to that heavenly altar of incense. And he says, “It’s time.” It’s time for all the prayers of God’s people who have been persecuted, who have been maligned, who have been killed for the sake of their Lord throughout the centuries. It’s time for the prayers to be answered of those who prayed for the kingdom to come. The angel says, “I’m coming with a message from God. It’s time for the prayers of God’s people to be answered.”
These are the answers to the prayers of those whom God seals:
Ezekiel 9.4 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.
Psalms 119:53   Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked that forsake thy law.
Psalms 119:136   Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.
Revelation 6:10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
Jeremiah 13.15-17 Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken. 16 Give glory to the LORD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. 17 But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD’S flock is carried away captive.
Nehemiah 1.4  (When Nehemiah heard about Jerusalem) And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,... followed by the beautiful heartfelt prayer for the devastation of God’s people through the rest of the chapter. (See Endnote [endnoteRef:43]  ). [43:  Nehemiah 1:5   And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: 6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations: 9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there. 10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s cupbearer.
] 

2.  	Man’s Sin is Ripe.
This is in the second half of verse 18, "Because her grapes are ripe." The Greek word means in their prime, fully ripe. This isn't a good thing; this is a bad thing. What he's saying is, the sinfulness of man has reached its fullness. Mankind is so filled with evil, he is plumped out like a grape, ready to burst. He's overcome by evil. It's time for God to act.

❣️ The fifth angel, in response to the command from God given by the sixth angel, gathers the grapes from the vine. In other words, at the very end, he's going to gather the enemies of God. All of those enemies who survived the seven bowl judgments that are about to come, he will gather them. To what purpose? ...and he "threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God."
Because the color of wine resembles blood, and because of the sheer violence necessary to extract the juice, the Old Testament is filled with the imagery of the wine press as a picture of God's judgment. 
In fact, there's a passage that describes this very scene. 
Isaiah 63.1 Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? 
The Messiah, Jesus, answers with a monologue, a soliloquy when He comes to judge unbelievers. And this is what he says in the second part of Isaiah 63.1-6: 
I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. 6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth. Jesus Christ is the Lamb, an incredibly patient, gracious, loving Lamb, but He is also the Lion, who is perfectly just. And the day comes when He, in His justice, will destroy His enemies.
That's the preparation of the grapes. 

❣️❣️Here is the trampling of the grapes. This verse doesn't tell us who tramples the grapes, but we see Jesus at the second coming here:
Revelation 19:15  "From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty." 
It's Jesus Christ. He's the one who, once the grapes have been gathered by the angels, will tread the wine press.
“The Jezreel Valley, or Armageddon”
What is this describing? Christ's victory over His enemies pictured in this grape harvest is going to take place outside the city. In the context of revelation and of biblical prophecy, the city being referred to has to be the city of Jerusalem. In fact, you remember back in 14:1, Jerusalem is the city that Jesus will visit immediately after His return, and where He'll gather with his saints. Jerusalem will not be unscathed — read Zechariah 14 — it will face incredible difficulties and hardships, but it will not be ultimately destroyed. Jesus' devastating defeat of His enemies will take place outside the city of Jerusalem, but the city itself will be protected from ultimate annihilation. 

The Bible teaches that this final battle, at the end of the tribulation, will be centered in the Kidron Valley, near Megiddo. If you look at a map of Israel, the Jezreel Valley is a clear valley area up just north of Megiddo. And it's actually in the shape of an arrowhead, kind of shaped like a bowl in the shape of an arrowhead, there in the topography of Israel. That is the Valley of Megiddo, of the Jezreel Valley, or Armageddon, as we will encounter it later.


[image: ]
[image: ]

The plain separates the Galilean hills in the north from Mount Carmel and Mount Gilboa to the south. The immensity of the plain is so astonishing that when Napoleon Bonaparte first viewed it, he was reported to have said, “All the armies of the world could maneuver their forces on this vast plain. . . . There is no place in the whole world more suited for war than this. . . . [It is] the most natural battleground of the whole earth.”[endnoteRef:44]  [44:  (Cline 2002: 142; ellipses and brackets original), as quoted at https://biblearchaeology.org/research/conquest-of-canaan/3084-megiddo-the-place-of-battles
But it's perhaps most famous for its nickname: Valley of Armageddon. It comes from the last book in the Bible, Revelation, chapter 16, verse 16. https://www.casualenglishbible.com/product/jezreel-valley-map-on-canvas




] 

It makes sense, because Daniel tells us that when antichrist eventually brings his onslaught against Jerusalem, 
Daniel 11:45, "He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him." 
So, he will not be in Jerusalem, but he will be outside the city.
Joel 3.1-3 is another reference to the same place:  
For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. 3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.
Then there are some intervening verses that deal with a slightly different subject. But when you get to verse 9, he returns to the same theme. 
Joel 3.9-17 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.
Notice this is the opposite of the millennium.
This is what Jesus will do at the battle of Armageddon. It is seen described in even more detail in Revelation 19. And I won't read the entire text because we're going to get there, but just look at Revelation 19, regarding  the second coming: 
	 Revelation 19.11-21 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse;...
Jesus returns and He judges and wages war. And He's described in these magnificent terms: and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
He is described as a Warrior:
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
Here’s Armageddon:
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
Although the center of this final battle will take place in the Jezreel Valley, in the valley near Megiddo, it will rage across the land of Israel. 
Revelation 14.20 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
Revelation 14.20 (AMP) And [the grapes in] the winepress were trodden outside the city, and blood poured from the winepress, [reaching] as high as horses’ bridles, for a distance of 1,600 stadia (about 200 miles).
It says, "...and blood" — it's clear we're not just talking about grapes.
Now, conservative biblical scholars disagree exactly how to interpret this verse. Here are the options. 
1. Some say this is symbolic. It simply represents a complete, devastating victory. Well, I think that is true, but I don't think it's purely symbolic. 
2. Another view is that it's hyperbole: The depth of the blood and the vastness of the battlefield, they say, are meant to describe a massive slaughter and an unimaginable loss of human life. 
3. The third view is actually the one that I see every reason to take, and that is a simple, literal reading of the text. It's interesting, if you look at a map of Israel from the Jezreel Valley in the north, where this final battle will center, down to south of the Dead Sea, Bozrah, which is mentioned in the Isaiah 63:1 passage that we read, that's about two hundred miles. It's very possible that this battle will rage across the entire land of Israel, although it's centered in the Jezreel Valley.
In the Jezreel Valley in the Megiddo area actually drains into the Jordan system. The Jordan River is below sea level, and it flows down to the Dead Sea and all of its tributaries, so any fluid, water or otherwise, that flows out of the Jezreel Valley flows into the Jordan system and down and through the entire system south to Bozrah. So, blood could flow and mingle with water throughout the entire Jordan system. ...The blood in those streams and tributaries could splatter up to [horses’] bridles. That's the picture. This is a vast battlefield, and there will be unimaginable destruction.
We talk about the battle of Armageddon, but it's not really a battle. It's a crushing rout (a disasterous defeat). Jesus will destroy His enemies, all of them. And the greatest of them with the word of His mouth. That's the sword that comes out of His mouth. Nobody believes there's going to be a sword coming out of Jesus' mouth. It means he fights with His words. With a word, He spoke the universe into existence. And with a word, He will utterly crush all rebellion. Not one saint, not a single angel will need to lift a weapon. He will destroy them all with the word of His mouth,
The fifth angel, in response to the command from God given by the sixth angel, will harvest the grapes. That is, he will bring the nations of the world, the peoples of the world, into that natural bowl that is the great Jezreel Valley, the Valley of Megiddo, and there the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb who offered Himself to all in the gospel, though He has been, again and again and again, rejected, and His blood trampled underfoot, will then become the Lion, and in perfect justice, He will crush their lives like the workers in a vineyard trampled the grapes. No wonder Hebrews 10:31 says, "It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God."
John MacArthur writes,
Jesus came the first time as a Servant. He will return as the sovereign King. In His first coming, He came in humility. In His second coming, He will come in majesty and splendor. The first time He came to earth, the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost. When He returns, it will be to judge the living and the dead. Jesus came the first time as the Sower. He will come again as the Reaper.
What are the lessons for us from this passage? 
First of all, today's natural and human disasters are merely Braxton Hicks contractions. But during the future tribulation, this planet will experience the pain of hard labor. That's what Jesus says. You remember in Matthew 24:6, He says, "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars." Boy, is that today.
See that you are not frightened, for these things must take place, but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.
They're like Braxton Hicks contractions. They're not the real thing. When the real thing comes, it will be hard labor. It's coming. By God's grace, you and I won't be here.

Application Questions:
1.	If judgment against sin is connected to the prayers of god’s people, how many of my own prayers against ungodliness, unrighteousness and sin will be part of that victory?
2.	Does my heart break for the wickedness around me? What am I doing about it? What should I be doing about it?
3.	The sinfulness of man has reached its fullness. Have I been doing something to be the salt of the earth and light of the world? Who am I reaching, impacting, touching for Jesus? Is there anything else I can do? 

Subject sentence:  Keep the commandments and the faith of Jesus; the hour of judgment is come. The Lamb stands with the 144,000 singing a new song, while in the heavens angels fly preaching the gospel and announcing Babylon is fallen,  warning if any worship the beast and receive his mark he shall drink full-strength of the wrath of God and be tormented forever. The Son of man appears with a crown of victory, thrusts in His sickle and reaps the earth, and then after the vines are cast into the winepress of the wrath of God outside the city, tramples the winepress with blood coming out of the winepress for a distance of 200 miles.

Aim: This passage would cause me to:  Keep the commandments and the faith of Jesus while the hour of judgment is come, looking for new heavens and a new earth according to His promise, in which righteousness (uprightness, freedom from sin, and right standing with God) is to abide. 14 So, beloved, since you are expecting these things, be eager to be found by Him [at His coming] without spot or blemish and at peace [in serene confidence, free from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts]...
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