Before the First Word

Have you ever stood outside at night in the middle of a thunderstorm and watched lightning split the sky?

In Hebrew, the word for lightning is baraq, בָּרָק. It means a flash, a glittering, a sudden blazing brilliance that crosses the sky before you can blink. It is the same root used in the name Barak, the warrior judge in Israel who led God's people to victory. It is the word the ancient Hebrews chose when they wanted to describe something that moves at the speed of divine decision.

Not gradually. Not after deliberation. Instantly.

The God of Israel, YHWH, the great I AM, the One who exists outside of time in the eternal olam, reached across 1,500 years of Scripture and used this one image, baraq, over and over and over again. Building it. Layering it. Until the image became a theology. Until the theology became a story. Until the story became the story.

And at the very center of that story, the hinge on which all of history turns, are three passages in three completely different parts of the Bible, in three completely different eras, where the same event is described with the same blazing word:

Satan. Falling. Like lightning.

Not once. Three times. And in Hebrew law, Deuteronomy 19:15, two or three witnesses are required to establish a verdict. God gave us three witnesses across the entire span of Scripture to establish the most important verdict ever rendered:

The enemy is already defeated.

Let's hear all three witnesses.

The First Witness: Isaiah 14, Before Time Began

"How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth."
Isaiah 14:12

The Hebrew word here is Helel ben Shachar, "shining one, son of the dawn." This was Lucifer before the fall. Before Eden. Before Adam drew his first breath.

The prophet Isaiah is writing around 700 BC, but he is seeing backward into pre-creation, the way only God's Spirit can pull back the curtain. And what he sees is the most catastrophic event in the history of the universe: the most magnificent created being in existence looked at the God who made him and said five "I will" statements of treason:

"I will ascend to heaven. I will raise my throne. I will sit on the mount of the assembly. I will ascend above the clouds. I will make myself like the Most High." (Isaiah 14:13-14)

Five statements. Five steps away from the only source of life, light, and reality in existence.

And YHWH, who does not pace, who does not panic, who sees the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10, magid mereshit acharit, "declaring from the beginning the end") moved with the speed of baraq.

Helel ben Shachar fell. Cast out of heaven with the finality and speed of lightning.

This is Witness One. Speaking from before creation. Speaking from the eternal realm, olam, where God exists outside of our time-space dimension. The verdict was already rendered before the first human story ever began.

The lightning struck in eternity. Before the garden. Before the serpent. Before the first tear was ever shed on earth.

The Second Witness: Luke 10:18, Jesus Speaks from Eternity into the Present

"He replied, I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven."
Luke 10:18

Now step inside history. It is approximately AD 30. Seventy-two ordinary people, not priests, not scribes, not Roman officers, come sprinting back to Jesus, breathless and electric with astonishment.

"Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name!" (Luke 10:17)

They had gone out with nothing but His shem, His name. Yeshua. And the invisible world had shattered before them. They could barely process it.

And Jesus responds with something that doesn't sound like a reaction. It sounds like a revelation:

"I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven."

The Greek verb here is etheōroun, imperfect tense, continuous action. "I was watching. I have been watching. I see it even now." This is not Jesus remembering a past event like a man recalling a memory. This is Jesus speaking from His eternal nature, "before Abraham was, I AM" (John 8:58), narrating what is permanently, eternally, unalterably true in the heavenly realm into the present moment.

He is saying something staggering: "What you just experienced in your three-dimensional world, demons fleeing, chains breaking, captives freed, that is the time-space echo of something decided in eternity before the universe was created. I watched the verdict. I see the verdict. The verdict stands."

And then, immediately, He says: "I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy." (Luke 10:19)

He connects the eternal verdict directly to present authority. Because if the verdict is real, the authority is real. If the lightning struck in eternity, every believer carries a piece of that thunder in their mouth when they speak His name.

This is Witness Two. Standing at the center of history. The Son of God, Immanuel, God with us, stepping inside the river of time to name what is eternally true from outside the river of time.

The Third Witness: Revelation 12, The Throne Room Camera Angle

"The great dragon was hurled down, that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him."
Revelation 12:9

John is on the island of Patmos. Exiled. Aged. Forgotten by Rome. And God pulls him above the river of time entirely and shows him the cosmic war from the throne room perspective.

What John sees is the same event, the same baraq, the same fall, but now revealed in its full legal and cosmic significance. He sees a woman clothed in the sun, Israel, from whom the Messiah came. He sees a dragon waiting to destroy her child. He sees the child "caught up to God and to His throne" (Revelation 12:5), the Ascension. And then war in heaven. Michael, whose name in Hebrew means "Who is like God?", leads the angels. The dragon fights. And loses.

"And there was no longer any place for them in heaven." (Revelation 12:8)

And then the loudest declaration in the throne room:

"Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down." (Revelation 12:10)

The Hebrew background here is critical. Satan in the Old Testament is ha-satan, "the accuser," the prosecuting attorney of the heavenly court (see Job 1, Zechariah 3). His role was to stand before the throne and level charges against God's people. Every sin. Every failure. Every moment of weakness. Presented as evidence.

But at the Cross, something happened in that heavenly courtroom. The blood of Yeshua, the Lamb of God, became the final answer to every charge. Colossians 2:14 says God "canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us, nailing it to the cross." The Greek word is cheirographon, a "certificate of debt," a legal document of obligation. Nailed. Canceled. Tetelestai. Paid in full.

The accuser lost his case. Permanently. And he lost his standing in the courtroom.

This is Witness Three. Speaking from the end of history, looking back at the Cross, confirming what Isaiah saw before creation and what Jesus named in His ministry.

Three witnesses. Three eras. One verdict. The enemy is already defeated.

The Ancient Thread: Baraq Runs Through It All

But here is what makes this even richer. The baraq was not only used in these three passages. God wove it through the entire fabric of Scripture like a golden thread, building toward the moment when the metaphor would become the only remaining reality.

At Sinai, when God descended to deliver the Torah to Moses, the mountain erupted with "thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud" (Exodus 19:16). The Hebrew people trembled. Not because they were superstitious. Because they understood: when YHWH shows up in our dimension, the physical world itself responds in thunder and lightning. Baraq is the signature of divine arrival.

In the Psalms, David the warrior king wrote: "He shot His arrows and scattered the enemy, with great bolts of lightning He routed them." (Psalm 18:14). Baraq as God's weapon of precision. His reach covering "the ends of the earth" (Job 37:3). No border. No boundary. No stronghold exempt.

In the Prophets, Zechariah wrote: "The LORD will appear over them; His arrow will flash like lightning." (Zechariah 9:14). Baraq as the Messianic announcement. The prophets were building an arrow across centuries, pointing to a moment they could see but not yet touch.

At the Resurrection, when the angel sat at the empty tomb, "his appearance was like lightning." (Matthew 28:3). Heaven announcing in our dimension what had always been true in the eternal: the Author of Life cannot be held by death. Baraq at the tomb. Of course.

In the Throne Room, John sees the throne of God constantly, perpetually, unendingly surrounded by "flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder." (Revelation 4:5). Not occasionally. Always. This is simply what heaven looks like. And every bolt of lightning you have ever seen on earth was heaven leaking through, a thin place where eternity briefly became visible.

At the Return, Jesus Himself described His second coming: "For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man." (Matthew 24:27). Baraq from horizon to horizon. Universal. Instant. Unmissable. No one will debate whether it happened.

Egypt Lives Inside This Story

And here is where the Hebrew mind makes a connection that unlocks everything.

Remember the ten plagues?

God systematically defeated every Egyptian god, Hapi the Nile god, Heqet the frog goddess, Ra the sun god, one by one, publicly, humiliatingly. He was not just punishing Pharaoh. He was making a public spectacle of every false power that held His people captive. Sound familiar? Colossians 2:15 uses almost identical language about the Cross: "He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them."

The plagues were a preview of the Cross.

And the last plague? Always death. The death of the firstborn. The most devastating, the most final, the most irresistible enemy of all.

But the Israelites were protected. By what? Blood. Lamb's blood on the doorpost. And death, ha-mavet, passed over every house marked with blood.

Paul did not choose the word "Passover" accidentally when he wrote: "Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed." (1 Corinthians 5:7). He was saying to every Hebrew reader: you know the pattern. Last plague was always death. Blood was always the answer. This is the final Passover. This is the final plague. And the blood of this Lamb covers everything.

The last enemy to be defeated in Egypt was death.
"The last enemy to be destroyed is death." (1 Corinthians 15:26)

Same pattern. Same God. Same answer. Larger stage.

The Mosaic: Living Inside an Unfinished Picture

The Hebrews used a concept called typology, tzelem, a "shadow" or "image," to understand how earlier events in Scripture were previews of greater realities to come. Moses was a tzelem of Jesus. The Passover lamb was a tzelem of the Lamb of God. The tabernacle was a tzelem of heaven itself (Hebrews 8:5).

And the whole story of Scripture is one giant tzelem, a mosaic being assembled tile by tile, across every generation, toward a finished image that God can already see because He is standing outside of time looking at the completed picture.

Here is where the tiles have been laid:

Before time, baraq strikes in eternity. Verdict rendered. Isaiah witnesses it centuries later. Witness One.

In the garden, the first promise: "He will crush your head." (Genesis 3:15). The Lamb is revealed before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8).

In Egypt, ten plagues defeat ten false gods. Last plague is death. Blood of the lamb is the answer. The pattern is established.

At Sinai, God arrives in thunder and lightning. Baraq is His signature.

In the Psalms and Prophets, baraq is built as vocabulary. God's weapon, God's reach, God's arrival, God's Messiah.

In Luke 10:18, Jesus names the eternal verdict into present history. Witness Two.

At the Cross, Tetelestai, paid in full. The accuser loses his case. The Lamb's blood answers the last plague. Ha-satan is disarmed. (Colossians 2:15)

At the Resurrection, baraq at the tomb. Death cannot hold the Author of Life. Proof the verdict is real.

At Pentecost, Ruach HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit, poured out. The throne room distributed to every believer. We carry the lightning.

In Revelation 12, John sees the throne room view. The dragon hurled down. The accuser stripped of his standing. Witness Three.

In Revelation 4:5, the throne is always flashing. Always was. Always will be.

In Revelation 6:14, "The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up." Heaven disclosed. Eternity becomes visible. What was always real becomes finally, fully undeniable.

In 1 Corinthians 15:26 and 52, "The last enemy to be destroyed is death… in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet."

Baraq. One final time. And death is gone forever.

Three Witnesses, One Verdict: What It Means to Live Between the Lightning and the Thunder

The sound of thunder travels at roughly 1,100 feet per second. The lightning that caused it traveled at 270,000 miles per second. The gap between the flash and the boom is simply the time it takes for the announcement to travel from the source of the event to your ears.

We live in that gap.

The lightning struck at the Cross. The thunder has been rolling ever since. The final boom, when every knee bows, when death is swallowed up, when the sky rolls back, is still coming.

And in between, this is who you are.

You are seated in HaMakom, the heavenly places. "God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms." (Ephesians 2:6). HaMakom is a Jewish name for God meaning "The Place," the omnipresent One who fills all space. To be seated in heavenly places is to be positioned in God Himself, above the river of time, viewing the finished mosaic. Right now. Not someday.

You have the da'at Mashiach, the mind of the Messiah. "We have the mind of Christ." (1 Corinthians 2:16). Da'at in Hebrew is not head knowledge. It is intimate, experiential knowing, the same word used for the deepest human relationship. You have intimate access to the perspective of the One who rendered the verdict.

You carry reshut, divine authority. "I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy." (Luke 10:19). Reshut means delegated authority, the right to act on behalf of the one who gave it. You are not asking permission to be victorious. You are an ambassador announcing a verdict that has already been rendered in the highest court in the universe.

You pray malkhut shamayim into the present. "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." (Matthew 6:10). Malkhut shamayim, the Kingdom of Heaven, is not just a future destination. It is a present reality breaking into this dimension through the prayers, words, and actions of people who know how the story ends. When you pray, you are not wishing. You are declaring. You are calling the eternal reality, where the throne is always flashing and the verdict is always final, into the unfinished spaces of earth.

The Final Word: For You and Every Generation After You

The God who exists in eternal olam, outside of time, seeing the whole river from above, looked down through every generation of human history and chose one image to describe His power, His judgment, His arrival, and His final victory.

Baraq. Lightning.

He used it at Sinai to announce His arrival as King.
He used it in the Psalms as His weapon of precision.
He used it in the prophets to point His people toward His Son.
He put it in Isaiah's mouth to describe a verdict rendered before creation.
He put it in Jesus' mouth to name that eternal verdict in present history.
He showed it to John as the permanent atmosphere of the throne room.
He will use it one final time when the sky rolls back and every eye sees what has always been true.

And in the middle of all of that, in the beautiful, difficult, sometimes confusing middle of your actual life, He gave you His Ruach, His reshut, His shem, and His da'at.

His Spirit. His authority. His name. His mind.

So when the enemy whispers, you do not negotiate.
You declare: Tetelestai. It is finished.

When fear rises, you do not shrink.
You announce: Greater is He who is in me than he who is in the world. (1 John 4:4)

When death still stings, and it will until the last trumpet, you grieve. But you grieve as people who know the last plague has an answer. You grieve as people who have seen Isaiah's testimony, heard Jesus name the verdict, and watched John confirm it from the throne room.

Three witnesses. The verdict stands.

You are not fighting toward victory. You are enforcing a verdict that was rendered before your great-great-grandmother was born, confirmed in the middle of history by a Man on a Roman cross who said Tetelestai with His last breath, and will be fully disclosed when the sky rolls back like a finished scroll and baraq crosses the heavens one final time.

The lightning has already struck.
The thunder is still rolling toward us.
The sky will one day open.

Live like someone who has seen the flash.
Pray like someone who knows the thunder is coming.
Love like someone who has nothing left to lose, because death itself is already the last enemy, and even that enemy has a verdict.

"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you."
1 Corinthians 15:55-58

Baraq has fallen. The King has risen. The story is finished.

Go live it.
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