Supplement to Revelation Bible Study
The Beatitudes of Revelation[endnoteRef:1] [1:  https://bibleask.org/what-are-the-7-blessings-of-revelation/#Thematic_Overview_of_the_Seven_Blessings
] 


1. The Blessing of Reading, Hearing, and Keeping Revelation’s Words
Revelation 1:3   Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
Significance
This first blessing encourages engagement with the words of the prophecy. It highlights three actions:
a) Reading – Public reading of Scripture was common in early church gatherings.
b) Hearing – Actively listening to the prophecy.
c) Keeping – Applying and living by its teachings.
The emphasis is not merely on knowledge but on obedience. The phrase “for the time is near” underscores the urgency and immediacy of the message, calling believers to readiness for Christ’s return.
Application
Christians are reminded to study Scripture diligently and align their lives with its teachings. This blessing assures that engaging with God’s Word leads to spiritual enrichment and preparation for His coming.
2.	The Blessing of the Dead Who Die in the Lord
Revelation 14:13   And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
Significance
This blessing provides comfort to believers facing persecution, affirming that death in the Lord is not defeat but victory. It promises:
a) Rest from labors – Peace and relief from the trials of earthly life.
b) Their works follow them – The enduring value of their faithful service to God.
This verse addresses the context of martyrdom and suffering, assuring believers that their faithfulness will be rewarded in eternity.
Application
Christians are encouraged to remain steadfast in faith, even unto death, trusting that their sacrifices are not in vain. It reassures believers of the hope of eternal peace and divine acknowledgment of their works.
3.	The Blessing of Watching and Keeping Garments (Note: this is the one we are studying now.)
Revelation 16.15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
Significance
This blessing emphasizes vigilance and spiritual preparedness for Christ’s unexpected return. The imagery of “garments” symbolizes righteousness and holiness. Walking “naked” signifies spiritual unpreparedness, leading to shame and exposure at Christ’s coming.
The reference to a thief highlights the sudden and unpredictable nature of Christ’s return, urging believers to remain alert and morally upright.
Application
Believers are called to live holy and watchful lives, ensuring they are spiritually clothed in righteousness. It serves as a reminder to avoid complacency and remain faithful.
4.	The Blessing of Those Called to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb
Revelation 19.19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.
Significance
This blessing celebrates the ultimate union between Christ (the Bridegroom) and the Church (His Bride). The “marriage supper of the Lamb” represents the joyous culmination of God’s redemptive plan, where believers share eternal fellowship with Him.
Being “called” to this supper reflects God’s grace and invitation to eternal life. It signifies the fulfillment of divine promises and the beginning of unbroken communion with God.
Application
Believers are encouraged to accept God’s invitation through faith in Christ. This blessing assures them of their place in the heavenly celebration, inspiring gratitude and anticipation for eternal joy.
5.	The Blessing of the First Resurrection
Revelation 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
Significance
This blessing pertains to the first resurrection, which is the resurrection of the righteous at Christ’s return. It promises:
a) Immunity from the second death – Eternal separation from God in the lake of fire.
b) Priestly and royal roles – Believers will serve as priests and reign with Christ during His millennial kingdom.
This blessing underscores the hope of resurrection and eternal life, affirming the believer’s triumph over sin and death.
Application
Christians are assured of their resurrection and eternal destiny, motivating them to live holy and consecrated lives. This promise encourages perseverance and hope in the face of trials.
6.	The Blessing of Keeping the Words of the Prophecy
Revelation 22:7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.
Significance
Similar to the first blessing, this reiterates the importance of obeying the prophetic words of Revelation. The phrase “I am coming quickly” emphasizes the urgency of readiness for Christ’s return.
This blessing calls for faithful adherence to God’s Word, highlighting the connection between obedience and blessing.
Application
Believers are reminded to take Revelation seriously, living in expectation of Christ’s imminent return. It calls for a life of faithfulness, rooted in the teachings of Scripture.
7.	The Blessing of Those Who Do His Commandments
Revelation 22:14  Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
Significance
This final blessing underscores the reward of obedience to God’s Commandments (Exodus 20 and it would seem through His Word):
a) Access to the tree of life – Eternal life, restored through Christ.
b) Entry into the city – The New Jerusalem, symbolizing eternal fellowship with God.
This blessing ties back to humanity’s loss of access to the tree of life in Genesis due to sin. Through Christ, believers regain this privilege.
Application
Christians are called to live obediently, demonstrating their faith through actions. This blessing assures believers of their eternal inheritance and restored relationship with God.

Thematic Overview of the Seven Blessings
A. Engagement with God’s Word – Revelation 1:3 and 22:7 highlight the importance of reading, hearing, and keeping the prophecy.
B. Faithful Endurance – Revelation 14:13 and 16:15 emphasize perseverance in trials and vigilance.
C. Hope of Eternal Life – Revelation 19:9, 20:6, and 22:14 celebrate the rewards of obedience and faithfulness.

Practical Lessons for Believers
A. Live in Readiness
The recurring theme of Christ’s imminent return encourages believers to live with spiritual urgency and purpose.
B. Remain Faithful in Trials
The blessings affirm God’s ultimate justice and reward for those who endure suffering and persecution.
C. Treasure God’s Word
Engaging with Scripture is essential for understanding God’s will and preparing for Christ’s return.
D. Obedience Leads to Blessing
The blessings highlight the inseparable link between faith, obedience, and divine reward.



Conclusion
The seven blessings of Revelation encapsulate the essence of the Christian hope: God’s faithfulness, the promise of eternal life, and the ultimate triumph of His kingdom. These blessings provide encouragement for believers to persevere in faith, live in obedience, and anticipate Christ’s return with joy. As Revelation 22:20 declares:
Revelation 22:20   He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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